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We Eo 1 Reader bas here an Edi- 
pedis ton of The Voiage and 
ped SGU Travaile of Sir ohn Maun- 
devile, Kt, publifhed from a 
Manufcript m the Cottonian Library, 
(marked, Titus. C. XVI.) about 300 
Years old; and collated with feven MSS, 
~ fome near as old as the Author's time; 
and four old printed Editwus. Two of 
the MSS. French, two Englitfh, and 
one Latin are m the King’s Library ; 
one Latin zm the Cottonian ; and one 
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iv The Editor's Preface. 
Englith 7 @ private Hand. The prin- 


ted Editions are two Latin; one Sans 
Date, the other in R. Hakluyts Colleéti- 
On, printed at London, 1598; one 
Englith, printed at London, 1568, 

and one \talian,—1 5 37. The Varia- 
tions. of the Latin Copies are marked, 
L 1,2; 3, 43) 0f #he Englith, Aas 2, 
Sadi: of 3 the French, Fr, 2; and of: 
the \ealian, J. Ber are alfo two In- 
dices ; ove of the Contents, the other of 
obfolete Words. 

‘This Edition agrees with the Latin 
and French MSS; and appears to be 
the genuine Work af the Author; who 
fays, + that be tranflated it out of La- 
tin zzto French, and out of French znto 
Englith; whereas all other printed Edi- 
he ave fo curtawd and tran[pos'd, as 
to be made thereby other Books. The 
three Englifh MSS. named above, as 
a as the Englith printed ero 

ontain a third put lefs than this, For 


- a 6, and T° 


Liftance ; 
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inflance ; they wholly want, what is 
conta d here, from Page 45 to 71. 
The Mather, according to the humour 
of the tzmes of Ignorance he lvd in, 
has put mto hts Hiftory abundance af 
Miracles and firange things; fo that 
the Title of one of the Latin MSS. zs 
Itinerarium ‘fohbanmis Maundevile, de 
Mirabilibus Mundi: avd his Englith 
Tranfevibers and Editors have taken 
care to preferve them all; but have 
dropt a great deal of what, now a days, 
will be counted the beft part of the Book: 
fle was ambitious of faymg all he 
could, of the places he treats of; and 
therefore has taken Monflers out of 
Pliny, Miracles out of Legends, and 
firange Storzes out of what wil nama he 
called Romances. Thus bis Story of 
the Sparrow-hawk, ° kept im a Cafile 
za Armenia the lefs, he has from John 
of Arrass Hiflory of Melufine ¢: who 


bP. 176, 7, and 8. 
© Biblioth. Reg. 18, B. IL. 
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vi The Editor's Preface. 


after mvocating the Divine Affiftance, 
fays, The which Hyftory I have by- 
gonne, after the veray and true Cro- 
nykles,—and many other Bokes, that 
{ have fought and overredde, -for ‘to 
accomplyfshe hit. So that the falf- 
ties in this Hiiftory are occafioned ‘by 
other Authors, at that time accounted 
true; and the fault of the Hiftorian, 
that he did not name bis Authors. How- 
ever, when ibe tells the moft improbable 
Stories, be prefaces them with, Thei 
feyn, or, men feyn, but I have not 
fene it. And particularly, m Page 
381 and 2, be owns, that his Book 
4s made partly from flear-fay, and 
partly of his own Knowledge. Where he 
adds, that at his Reguef, the Pope 
caufed it to be examined by his Coun- 
cil; who compard it with the Book, 
by which Mappa Mundi was made, 
and found wt true: and therenpon it ob- 
tautd the approbation of his Holmes. 
And if old Authors muft be rejetted 


for 
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jor putting firange Stories and Impro- 
babilitses into thew Fiftory, what will 
become of Venerable Bede, Gildas, 

Geoffry of Monmouth, and the reft of 
our Englith Hiftorians? 

Why then fhould not this Author 
have his due Place and Regard, a- 
mongft the Writers of the Age he liu'd 
mn; and be believ d, in bar he fays of 
ie own ObisPudtion. as much as other 
Eiftortans of thofe times, and of fuch like 
Matters? He had extraordinary Qua- 
Lifications and Opportunities, and was 
the chief Traveller of his time ; having 
been 33 Degrees, 16 Minutes, South- 


ern Latitude, and 62 Degrees, 10 


Minutes, Northern ® 4 He mentions one, 
that AC d round the Globe; which 
he had heard of when, he was young *: 
this probably infpir'd hin et ah early 
Palfion for Travell. He was of a Pi 


miby, that came into England wih 


the Conqueror. He was a Man of 
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viii The Editor’s Preface. 
Learning and Subfiance, had_ftudied 
Phyfic and Natural Philofopby’. He 
was a confcrentious good Man; as ap- 
pears. from feveral Inflances in the 
Book ®: particularly mp. 41; where 
he fays, that the Sultan of Egypt would 
have married him toa great Prince’s 
Paughter, if he would have changd 
bis Religion; and that he refusd. 
He had the Sultan’s great Seal, which 
procurd him extraordinary Pr ‘vileges, 
throughout his Domintons ». and was ad- 
Wied to private Converfation with him' ; 
and duelled with him, as Saad ecr 
in his Werres a gret vhiee sae 
fo with his Fellow Travellers were Sol- 
ie under the Great Can of Cathay 
freen Months *. 
eh Bale, 2 his Catalogue of Britifh 
Writers, gives ins a fineCharatter: which 
follows, as tranflated by R. Hakluyt. 


£ See Bale’s Account of him below: arid P. 217, ro 225, 


g See the Prologue; and P.24, 41, 101, 316, 3435 3535 
3595 381, 383 and 384. 
POS.) FP. 166. kP, aus 4 P,.263., 


John 
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“¢ John Mandevil Kuzght, borne im 
the Towne of §. Albans, was fo well 
geven to the fludy of Learning from his 
childhood, that he feemed to plant 
a good part of his felicuie m the 
fame: for he fuppofed, that the 
honour of his Birth would nothing 
avatle him, except he could render 
the fame more honourable, by his 
knowledge m good letters. Having 
therefore well grounded himfelfe im 
Religion, by reading the Scriptures, 
he applied bis Studies to the Art of 
Phyficke, a Profeffion worthy a no- 
ble Wu: but amongft other things, 
he was Wai hed with a mightte de- 
fire to fee the greater parts of the 
World, as Afia and Africa. Having 
sherefore provided allthings neceffary 
for bis journey, he departed from 
his Countrey, in the Yeere of Chrift 
1322; and, as another Ulyfles, re- 
turned te. after the pace of 34 
Yeeres, and was then knowen to a 
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very fewe. In the time of his Tra- 
vaile he was m Scythia, the greater 
and leffe Armenia, Egypt, both 
Libyas, Arabia, Syria, Media, Me- 
fopotamia, Perfia, Chaldza, Greece, 
Illyrium, Tartarie, aud divers other 


~Kingdomes of the Wid ond having 


gotten by this meanes the knowledge 
of the Languages, leaft fo many 
and great varieties, and things. mi- 
raculous, whereof bimfelt had bene - 
an eve witnes, fhould perifh in ob- 
livion, he committed his whole. Tra- 
well of 34 Yeeres to writing, in 
three divers tongues, Englith, French 
and Watine. Bemg arrived agam 
m England, and having feene the wick- 
ednes of that Age, hé gave out this 
Speech: In our time, (fan he) it 
may be fpoken more truly then: of 
olde, that Vertue is gone, the 


| éfiteh is under foote, the Clergi¢ 


is in errour, the Devill raigneth, 
and Siionie beareth the fway, &e. 


eee 
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He died at Leege, im the Yeere 
1371, the 17 day of November, 
“ being there buried in the Abbie of the 
“ Order of the Gulielmites.” 

Abr. Ortelius, 2 zs: Itinerarium 
Belgie P.16, has printed his Epitaph, 
which he found in the forefaid Ablie, 
thus: Hic jacet Vir nobilis, Dominus 
Johannes de Mandeville, aliter dictus, 
ad Barbam, Miles, Dominus de Camp- 
di, natus de Axgla, Medicine Pro- 
feflor, devotiffimus Orator, & bono- 
rum fargiflimus pauperibus erogator : 
qui toto quafi Orbe luftrato, Leodsz 
diem vite fue claufit extremum, anno 
Domini 1371, Menfis Novembris die 
17. And he fays, that upon the fame 
Stone with the Epitaph, is mmgraven @ 
Man m Armour, with a forked Beard, 
treading upon a Lion; and at the head 
of him, a hand of one bleffing him, and 
thefe Words im French, Vos. ki pafeis 
for mi, pour l’amour Deix, proies por 
mi. That zs, Ye that pafs over me, 
for 
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for the love of God, pray for me; 
There is alfo avoid place, for a Scutche~ 
on; wherem, be was told, was for= 
merby a Brafs Plate, with his Armes 
mgraven thereon; viz. a Lyon “gent, 

bith a Lunet Gules @ bis Breaft, in 
a Field Azure, and a Bordure ingraled 
Opn... The: Ghurcbonen: qheve Shewed 
him wie the Knives, the Furniture of 
his Horfe, and the Spurs, which he 
ufed in his Travells. 

I¢s not unlikely, but Sir John Man- 
devil might get the Nick-name of 
ad Barbam, from his ufing to wear a 
long Beard, when he was grown old, 
But at the end of the Latin printed E- 
dition of bis Travells, there 1s mention- 
ed a venerable old Phyfician, called 
Johannes ad Barbam; whom he met 
with at Liege, and after fome conver- 
fation, recollected that they had been 
acquainted at Cayro im Egipt; and 


m This Coat was born by Sir Roger Tyrell of Hartfordfbire, 
in the time of Edward |, Cotton Lib. Tib, D. X. Page 155. 


that 
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that this Dottor, after having done 
bim fingular fervice, as a Phyfician, 
both perfuaded and affified him to 
write his Travells. However none of 
the above named MSS. have this Paf- 
Sage. 

John Weever, 2 his ancient funeral 
Monuments, P. 568, fays, he faw 
the forefaid Epitaph at Liege; and 
the Verfes followimg, hanging by on a 
Table sete! | 


Aliud. 


Hoc jacet in Tumulo, cui totus Patria 
vivo 
Orbis erat: totum quem peragrafle 
ferunt. ; 
Anglus Equefque fuit: nunc Ille Bri- 
' _ tannus Ulyfles 
Dicatur ; Graio clarus Ulyfle magis, 
Moribus, ingenio, candore & fangui- 
ne clarus, 
Et vere cultor Relligionis erat. 
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Nomen fi queras, eft Mandevil: Indus 
Arab{que 
Sat notum dicet Finibus effe fuis. 


And he ridicules the Inhabitants. of 
Sz, Albans, for the followmg Epitaph, 
upon a Pillar of thew Abbey; near to 
which, they fuppofe. bis Body ta RO 


been ie: 


All ye that paffe, on this Pillar caft eye, 
This Epitaph read, if you can: 
Twill tell you,-a ‘Tombe ones ftood 

in this: roome, 


Of a brave {pirited man;. 
Sohn Mandevil by name, a Knight of 


great fame, 
Born in this honoured Towne. | 
Before him was none, that ever was 
knowne, 
For travaile of fo high renowne. 


“As 
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As the Knights in the Temple crofle- 
legged in. Marble, 
In Armour. with uA and with, 
Sheeld, 
So was this Knight grac’t, which ‘Time 
hath defac’t, 


That nothing but Ruines doth 
yeeld. 


His Travailes being donne, he fhines 
like the Sun, - 
In heavenly Caxzaan, 
To which blefled Place, the Lord, of 
his grace, 
Bring us all, man after man. 


The Language of this Hiftory zs fuch as 
our Ancefiors {poke, three hundred Years 
ago: which 1s a Curtofity, will compenfate 
the Reader for the Solecifms and un- 
couth Expreffions,~ he will meet with. 
Before the Art of Printing was found 
out, there was no fetled Method of {pel- 
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xvi The Editor’s Preface. 
ling: therefore the fame Word here is 
often {pelt different ways ; and that e- 
even in the fame Page; as, Heved, 
Heed, Hed, Hede; Awtier, Awtere, 
Awteer, Awtiere; &c. 


THE 


THE 


CONTENTS. 


HE Editor’s Preface, 
Page ill. 
The Author’s Pro- 


logue, pi 
Coftantynoble, p. 8,11, 16 

—I19, 21 
Kyngdom of Hungarye, p. 8 
Rever Danuby, Pp 9 
Ymageof Juftynyan, p. 10 
Holy Crois, p. 11, 14,15, 

33, 82, ot —96, 113, 114 


Appulle of Adam, p. 14 
S. Eline. Pp. 155.04 
The Crowne of Thornes, p. 
E55. 10,057 
“The Sphere Schaft, p. 18 
S. Anne, p. 18, 106, 142 
John Crifoftome, p. 18, 
108 

S. Luke, p. 18, 148 
Enydros, p. 18 
Hellefpont, p. 19 


Troye, p. 19 
Iles abouten Grece, p. 19 
Hilles, p. 20, 37, 40,67; 69, 
—77, 109—118, 128, 138, 
139, 140, 142, 151, 32I— 
324, 365—367 


Hermogene, pr2z, 
Feithe of Grekis, p. 22—25 
Symonie, Pp. 23, 24 


Weye fro Coftantynoble to 


Jerufalem, p. 26—32, 77s 
87, 112-116, 130, 150, 
222 

S-Jonn,’ 26,27; 3%3.75307- 
I10, 113, 120, 126, 129— 
131 

Ypocras his Doughtre, p. 28 
—31 

A Zonge man, that lay by 
his Paramour, when dead, 
Pe 32> 33, 


a Cypreés 


a 
. 


188, 108,920. ater a. 
3245 355-358, 361 
P. 50, 1, 69—71, 


10l, 136, 143, 158, 1359, 
165. 168, 170, 171, I77> 


Ky 
rf 
Hl 
Ha 
it) 
cin 
i The ContTENTS. 
qi Gypre. p. 33,34, 150,151, Mefopotamye, p. 52 
ht 190 Calyffee, p. $2 
ii Havene of Thire. p.34— Cayre, © p. $2, 54, 59,60 
i! , | 37) Nyles P: $39 542 69 
i Sarept, P-35 Egypt, P+ 54-573 59s 64; 
t Sydon, p- 36 68, 169 
| Port Jaffe p. 36, 39,191 Nobye, Pp. 55 
a Akoun, pe 37,38 A Satyr, Pp. $7 
: ee Glaffe made, p. 38 ° Fenix, Pp. 57, 58 
ae Gaza, : p. 39 Chickenes, P. §9 
| a Sampfon, Pp. 39 a alge’ p. 60, 114, 159, 
es Ba byloyne. P-39—41,47-—- 173, 178, 205, 260, 290, 
49, 65; $95 121,133,134, 312, 326, 330, 33077339» 
: 187, 267 348, 367—371 
Synay, p. 40, 69-77 —-—~Apples rhepea p. 60 
: WNabugodonozor, p.4t Bawme Trees, p. 6063, 
oe Soudan, p. 41—47, 78, 98, " y2r, 361 
|e. Irr, 166 ' Jofephe, ip. 129 
eo o——His Power, Dp. 45 His Gernieres, . p..63, 
| >. Women, p. 46 J 64 
| i ——State, p. 47. Cycile, ps 66 
re —— Convetfation about Chri- -—-Gardyn’there,* pp. 66 
1 eo: tiahs, p. 166—-168 ——Serpentes there;  p. 66 
| cmon SPIES, p.168 -——Ethna there p. 67 
, K. Richard I, Ds42,. |S. Mark, ~~ p. 68 
| > K. Lowyz, | p. 43 S. Kateryne, p. 68—77, rog 
| K. Edward I. P..43. Rede See, p. 70 
t ae Grete Cam, p- 49,50. Lampes, Pp. 72—7 
| tae Machomet, p. 50 -Oyle, p. 72 
(ee ———Alkaron, p. 86, 159— Monkes, p. 71—74; Sintis s 
tae 165, 16Q—171 149, 250 
i Arabye, p. 50,:51, 69—71, Abbeye free. from Vermin, 
“) 109—171 P. 74:75 
‘| Caldce,’ P51, $2,184 185, Arabyness P: 7779, : 
4) 1S3, 3474318; Berfabee, Pp. 79, 89 
"i Nynyvee, p- 185 Ebron, ° p. 79==83, 88, 85 
it Alifandre, . p. 56, 68,:187,, Sarazines, p. 80, 86, 9° 


Arabye; 20179202, 267, 272009 3 
anne 169—=I71, 190 sad 


Cambylle 


The ConTENTrs. 


Cambylle to ete, 
Abraham, 


p. 81 
po 81, I19, 128, 
129, 138, 170, 185 


Adam’s Cave, p. 81 
——Hed, 3 Ps OB 
Teres, p. 238, 239 
Lothes Grave, p. 82 
Mambre, p. 82, 126 
Dry Tree, p..82, 83 
Bethlehem; p. 83—89, 109; 
181,308 

A. Mayden wrong’d, p. 83; 
34 


Firft Rofes, p. 84 
The 3 Kynges, p. 84, 85,875 
181, 189, 308 


S. Jerome, p. 85 
Vynes, p..86,149,198, 207, 
. 257, FRE 
Swynes Flefche, p. 86 
Rachelle’s Tombe, p. 87 
Holy Sepulcre, — p. 90, 91, 
95—97, TOT, 109 
Calvarie, P. 9I—93 
Preftes of Ynde, Pv-Q6 


Vale of Jofaphathe, _ p. 
114116, 139 


S. Stevene, p.96, 108, 110 


Hofpitalle of S.john, p. 97, 
Ii2. 
Templum Domini, p. 98— 
1O§ 


Soudans grete Seel and Let- 
tres reverencd, p. 98,99 
Titus fack’d Jerufalem, p. 


100, IO2 
Julian, p..160) 130 
Adryan, p. 100, Ior 
Arke of God, p. 102, 103, 
ve | 128, 134 
Moyles Zerde, p, 102, 103 


Jacob’s Pillere, p, £03, 104 
S. James, p. 105, 108, 116, 
HLT, X10 

Mnyolires Templares, p. 106, 
178 

K. Heroud, p. 107, 108 
M. Syon, P. TOQemt 12 
Die eter, Ds bIO, FLT, 4145 
117 
S. Thomas, p. 140, 117; 
i 208, 209 
Hand of Abfolon, p. 112 
Judas, — Pp. 212, 11s 
Virgin Mary, p. 113, 115 
117, T18, 149,259, 159, 
160 
12000 Martyres, + p. 113 
Mount Joye, _p.’ 113, 1145 
128, 152 

Zacharie, | ip. 116 
M. Oly-vete, p. 116, 118 
Crifts Afcencioun, =p. 116 
Mary Egipcyane, p. 116 
Bethfagee. p- I17 
Bethanye, ProLEy 
Symon leprous, Pp. 17 
Mary Magdaleyne, p. 117, 
118 

‘Zacheus, p. 118 
Raab, p. 118, 119 
Jeremye, p. 1290 
Dede See, p. I2I—-124, 
185 

——Apples there, p. 122, 
123 

Lothe, _ ps 123,124 
Jordan, .p. 124126, 140, 
T42, 154 

Cedre, p. 125 
K. Baldwyn, p. 127 
Sylo, p. 128 
a4 Samarye, 


y ie 
\@ \ 
& yal 
. o 
ae 
a 
i 
| * 
1 ay 
| a 
| ae 
iY uu 
i z 
Jae 
es 


: : Ct rte nee IA 
AT TEE IAA EBLE LAA AIL A IB . 
Ae a 


The ConTENTS. 


Samarye; p. 129, 131, 
: 132 
Welle Job, p. 131 
Galilee,’ p: 133, 134, 140, 


142 
Chorafaym, Pi 1335 134 
Antecrift, p. 133, 134; 323, 


324 
Jezereel, p. 135 
Megede, Pp. 135 
Gelboe, p. 135 
Nazarethe, P- 135, 136 
Gabrielles Welle Ps 136 
Lepe of Crift, pi-337 
A Spel againft Theves, | p. 

137 
M. Thabor, p. 138, 139 
Day of Doom, p..139 


M.Heremon, pp. 139, 140 
Kaym of Galilee, Pp. 139 


140, 148 

See of Galilee, p. 140, 141 
Tyberie, p. 140, 141 
M. Lyban, p. 142 
Syrle, P. 142.143 5/3414 

Colvers carry Lettres, p. 143 
Jaccbytes, Pp. 144, 145 
Surienes, Pp. 145, 146 
Georgyenes, Oe. p. 146 
Damafce, . p. 147, 148, 153, 
154 

S. Paul, p. 148 


Picture of V. Marie, p. 149 
sibatorye Ryvere, p.. 549 


& George, Pp: 151, 152 
Nyke, ps 152 
Anthyoche, Pp. 353, 154 
Cayphas, Pp. 154 


Tartarye, p. 155157, 268, 
297-320 


~———Chan there, Pp. I$$5 
228, 2375/2495 253-329 


373 

Grete Cane’s advice to his 
Sons, p. 273—275 

Mango Chan a nts Criftene, 


P.275, 275 

——Toke the Calyphee of 

Baldak, Ibid, 
——— Governance of his Court 
Pp. 278—294 - 

——His Phiiofophres,  p. 
281—283 


——-Jogelours, .p.285,286 
——Lether Money, p. 287, 
288 

-———Rubyee and Carboncle, 
half a fotelong, __p. 288 
——Swifte Meffageres, p. 


292-294 

——Travailing, p. 289—_ — 
296 
——Devotioun, p. 294, 
gonna’ 
———~Manere of his eleccioun, 
Pp. 307 
Taknia an Enchantour, p. 


160 

Mahomitans fay, that Chrift 
was not crucified, p. 162 
——— Their Wyfes, p. 164 
An Eremyte, p. 170, 171 
Why Sarrazines drynken no 
Wyn, p. 171 
Amazoyne, p. 173, 185—< 
187; 322, 323 

Albanye, Pp. 173 
Grete Houndes, p. 173, 235 
Lybye, P- 173,174 


‘Frapezound, 


The CONTENTS. 


Trapezound, p. 174, 1755 

178 
Athanafie, p. 175 
Ermonye, p. 176-179; 

313 
Wifhes granted, p. [176— 

178 
Eufrates, p. 178, 179, 318 
Noes Schip, p. 179, 180 
Grete Merchandife, p. 180, 


247s 24D 254, 256, 257s 


327, 328 
Perfie, p. 181, 182, 312 
Job’s Lond, p. 182——184 
Manna, p. 183, 184 
Ethiope, p. 188, 189, 318 
Monftrous folk, p. 189, 243 


246, 331, 360, 361 

Ynde, p. 189—196, 202 
———-Yles there, p. 195—202, 
222, 226—246 
Pp. 189, 190, 1935 


333> 337 
Diamandes, Pp. 1I90—194 


—— Their Vertues, Ibid, 
Perles, P- IOI, 237, 2395 
258—260, 279, 280, 290, 
294, 334> 337 


Criftalle, 


——— Their nature, p-I9t 
Macedoyne, p- 190 
Long Eles, Pp. 195 


Grete hete, that caufes peo- 
ple to lie in the Rivers, p. 
197 

Schippes without Nayles, p. 
197 

Idolaters, p. 198——200, 205, 
206, 200—=214, 236, 2375 
24, 247, 248, 258, 2725 
299» 374 


Symulacres and Ydoles, p- 
198, 199, 209=—2I4, 2995 


304, 379, 380 
Signes from Beafts and Birds, 


Pp. 200, 204 
Grete Rattes, p. 202 
Pepper, P. 202204 
Antidote againft Serpentes, p. 

204, 239 
Welle of Zouthe, p. 205 
Gyngevire, whos 


Pp 
Wif brenned with the Hof- 
bonde, p. 206, 207, 234, 


347 
Mabaron, Pp. 208——21 4, 
Lamary, p. 215 
Adamites, Pe 215, 216 
Man-eaters, Pu 2lG, ET, 


2353 2372 ~4I—-2435 3093s 
345» 375» 376 


Lode Sterre, p. 217 
The Lond rownde, 217— 
225 

—— Its Circumference, p. 
225 

——=One that went round it, 
; pane, 225 

Cly mates, Pp. 226 
Yle Sumobar, p. 226 
Yle Java, p. 227, 228 
——Spices there, p. 227 


——Kings Paleys there, p. 
; 227, 228 
Yle Pathen, p. 228—230 
Trees that beren Mele, Ho- 
ny, Venym and Wyn, p. 
228—230 

Long Reedes, p. 230, 231, 
239 


Precious, 


\ 

i The CONTENTS: 

ua . ty 
Hi Precious Stones, Pp. 230, =-——-Faire Wommen there; 
i 236, 2395 330-334, 337, p- 247. 


Neddres eten, p. 247, 248 


i 
‘ 
a 
i 
i 


Ly 343, 362, 369 


Yle Calonak, p. 231, 232, 
233 


Its Kings have many Wives, 
Pp. 231, 233 


Olifantes, »p. 231, 232, 238, . 
6 


302 
Marvayle of Fifiches, p. 232, 


: 233 
Grete Snayles, Pp. 234 
Grete Wormes, Pp. 234 


In the Yle Caffolos, they 
hangen feke Frendes .on 


Trees, Pp. 234. 
Dogges ftrangle feke Frendes, 


P. 235 _ 

Yile Mylke, pee3s” 
VYle Tracoda; pp. 235, 236 
Men as favage ‘as Beftes, p. 
AiR 236 
Yile Nacumera, p: 236 
Cynocephali, - p. 236 
A grete Rubye; p. 237, 
288 
Wile Silha. p. 238 
Cocodrilles, p. 238, 239. 
250 
Gees with2 Hedes,:p. 240 


——Grete rede ones, p..35.2 
Grete Lyouns, pp. 240, 

* 352,362 
In the Yle Dondun, they 
ftifle here feke Frendes, 


Hennes beringe Wolle, <p. 


248 
Fiffchee takers;  p. 248, 
249 

12000 Brigges, Pp. 249 
A fine-Gardyn, p. 66, 250, 


251, 258,378 

—Fulle of Beftes,- p. 250, 
251 

Grete City, p. 249, 251; 
2525 254, 257.276, 342, 
3135327» 3.722373 
Pygmeyes, Pe 242,253 
Fine Schippes, , Pp. 255 
A gret Palays, p.227, 228, 
2§ 7-263, 333, 334, 378 
Artificial Fowles fing, p.261. 


337 
Sotyle men; p. 261, 262 
Polygamy, p. 231, 2335-207; 


| ane 298 
Tartariens Clothes,  p,.297; 
299 

——-Wommen; —p. 298, 
301 

——Houfes; p. 298 
——wWerres, p. 298,303; 
; 304 
——Feyth, p. .299-—-301, 
——Slee Avowterers, p< 


301 
~—-—Gode Archeres, p. Jor 


and-ete hem, -p. 241— 

| 243 ==-—No-Robberes, .p.jor, 
| Kyngdom of Mancy, 'p. 246, 354 
hi 247 =———=Victuals,. p. 301—303 
i seomNo Beggars there, -p. | 
a 247,251,354 co—Tempers, ip: 305 
| ao! unerals; 
(| 
ri 
Ht 


The 


-——=Funerals, - p. 305-307 
ede, Pp. 313 
Georgie, tt Lara 
Lond of Derkneffe, Pp. 314 
316, 367 

Turkie, Pp. 307 
Mefopotayme, p. 318 
Moretane, p. 318 
Caldilhe, p. 320 
———Spices there,  p. 320, 
321 

——Fruit there, with Beft 
- withinne, 2 320 
Bernakes . of Stora dk p. 
320 

See Cafpye, p. 321, 322 


Mountaynes of Cafpye en- 
clofe the Jewesof ro Ly- 
nages, and 22 Kynges, p. 


32I—324 

Trees that beren Wolle, p. 
325 

Ipotaynes, P. 325 
Griffouns, P: 3255 326 
Preftre John’s Lond, p. 326 
i 372 
=—e—Feith, Ps 329. 362, 
363 

=——Werres, p. 332 
-——Palays of Sufe, p. 333, 
334 

o—=State, P. 335 
——Name, Pp. 362, 363 
. Adamantes Pp. 327, 328 
Gravely See, Pp. 330 


Ryvere of Paradys, p, 330 
‘Trees of a days growth, p. 


331 

Pfitakes, P. 331,332 
A gret Carboncle, p. 288, 
3332 334 


CONTENTS. 


A Caftelle, cleped Paradys, 


P. 336-339 

Vale of Develes; p. 340— 

344 

Geauntes, P- 344, 345 

Grete Scheep, p- 345 
Evele Wommen, Pp. 3 


4§ 

Men hiredto lye with Brydes 
the firft might, p. 346, 
347 

Wommen forweing, whan 
hire Children ben y born, 
and joyeing whan they 
dien, P- 347, 348 
Kyngs made by electioun, p. 


. 348 
Strict Juftice, Pp. 348, 349 
Inceftuous People, _p. 349 
Wives comoun, p. 349, 

AsO 
Cotoun Trees, p. 350 
Trees that wole never bren- 

ne; P. 351, 35% 

Grete Notes, Ps 352 


Beftes with long Neckes, _p. 


350 
Camles, 3. e. Camelions, p. 

351 
Grete Serpentes,. p. 3515 

352 
Grete Swyn, jae se 
Grete Urchoounes, p. 352 
Wykked Beftes, p.. 352, 

362 
Grete Myfe, Pp. 352 
Bragmans, P- 353-350 
Gynofophes, — p. 357-359. 
Hairy Folk, p. 368 
A gret Ryvere, p- 361 
Trees that fpaken Pe 36 


Folk 


t 

. 
: 

ME: 


“Su 


= 


a ee 


gn ag ee = 


= 


The CONTENTS. 


Folk that lyven 400 Zeer, p. 


361 

Taprobane, Pp. 364, 365 
———T wo Harvefts there, p. 
364 

Mynes of Gold and Sylver, 
P- 364. 

Grete Piffemyres guard hilles 
of Gold Duft, p. 365— 
367 

Grete Mountains, _—p. 367 


Ded folks eten by Fowles, 

P- 374=—=376 

A Cup made of a Scull, p. 

376 

A fulle riche man,: p. 376, 
“ng 

——-Waited on by fifty Da- 

myfeles, Ibid, 

Fafhion of Men to have long 

Nayles, and Women fhort 

Feet, Ps 3773378 


The. 


sue O R als moche as the Lond be- 
= zonde the See, that is to feye, 
the Holy Lond, that Men cal- 
len the Lond of Promyffioun, 
or of Behefte, paflynge alle o- 
there Londes, is the moft worthi Lond, moft 
excellent, and Lady and Sovereyn of alle 
_othere Londes, and is blefled and halewed of 
the precyous Body and. Blood of oure Lord 
Fefa Crifi; in the whiche Lond it lykede 
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2 The PROLOGUE. 


him to take Flefche and Blood of the Virgyne 
Marie, to envyrone that holy Lond with his 
bicffede Feet; and there he wolde of his blef- 
fedneffe enoumbre him in the feyd bleffed and 
glorioufe Virgine AZarze, and become Man; 
and worche many Myracles, and preche and 
teche the Feythe and the Lawe of Criftene 
Men unto his Children; and there it lykede 
him to fuffre many Reprevinges and Scornes 
for us; and he that was Kyng of Hevene, 
of Eyr, of Erthe, of See and of alle thinges 
that ben conteyned in hem, wolde alle only 
ben cleped Kyng of that Lond, whan he feyde, 
Rex {um ‘fudeorum, that is to feyne, I am 
Kyng of fewes; and that Lond he chees be- 
fore alle other Londes, as the befte and moft 
worthi Lond, and the moft vertuoufe Lond 
of alle the World: For it is the Herte and the 
myddes of ali the World; wytneffynge the 
Philofophere, that feythe thus; Virtus rerum 
sn medio confiftit: That is tofeye; TheVers- 
tue of thinges 2s in the myddes ; and in that 
Lond he wolde lede his Lyf, and fuftre Paf- 
fioun and Dethe, of Fewes, for us; for to 
bye and to delyvere us from Peynes of Helle, 
and from Dethe withouten ende; the whiche 
Was ordeyned for us, for the Synne of oure 
foermere Fader ddam, and for oute owne 

Synnes 
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Synnes alfo: For asfor himfelf, he hadde non 
evylle.deferved: For he thoughte nevere e- 
vylle nedyd evylle: And he that was Kyng of 
Glorie and of Joye, myghten beft in that 
Place fuffre Dethe; becaufe he ches in that 
Lond, rathere than in ony othere, there to 
fuffre his Paffioun and his Dethe: For he that 


. Wil pupplifche ony thing to make it openly 


knowen, he wil make it to ben cryed and pro- 
nounced in the myddel place of a Town; fo 
that the thing that is proclamed and pronoun: 
ced, may evenly ftrecche to alle Pasties: 
Righte fo, he that was formy our of alle the 
World, wolde fuffre for us at Jat e alem’s 
that is. the myddes ofthe World; to that ende 
and entent, that his Paffioun and his Dethe 
that was pupplifcht there, myghte ben knowen 
evenly to alle the Parties of the World. See 
now how dere he boughte Man, that he made 
after his owne Ymage, and how dere he azen 
boghte us, for the grete Love that he hadde 
to us, and we nevere deferved it to him. For 
more precyous Catelle ne gretter Ranfoum, 
ne myghte he put for us, “than his bleffede 
Body, his precyous Blood; and his holy Lyf, 
that he thralled for us; and alle he offred for 
us, that nevere did Synne.. AdereGod, what 
Love hadde he to us his Subjettes, whan he 
B 2 that 
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f The PROLOCUR 
that nevere trefpaced, wolde for Trefpaflours 
{uffre Dethe! Righte wel oughte us for to love 
and worfchipe, to drede and ferven fuche a 
Lord; and to worfchipe and preyfe fuche an 
holy Lond, that broughte forthe fuche Fruyt, 
thorghe the whiche every Man is faved, but 
it be his owne defaute. Wel may that Lond 
be called delytable and a fructuous Lond, that 
was bebledd and moy‘fted with the precyoufe 
Blode of oure Lord Fefu Crif?; the whiche 
is the fate Lond, that oure Lord behighten 
us in Heritage. And in that Lond he wolde 
dye, as feifed, for to leye it to us his Chil- 
dren. Wherfore every gode Criftene Man, 
that is of Powere, and hathe whereof, fcholde 
» peynen him with all his Strengthe for to 
conquere oure righte Heritage, and chacen 
out alle the mysbeleevynge Men. For wee 
ben clept Criftene Men, aftre Crif our Fadre. 
‘And zif wee ben righte Children of Cvz/, we 
oughte for to chalenge the Heritage, that 
oure Fadre lafte us, and do it out of hethene 
Mennes hondes. But nowe Pryde, Covetyfe 
and Envye han fo enflawmed the Hertes of 
Lordes of the World, that thei are more befy 
for to difherite here Neyghbores, more than 

b Strengthe hem for to comquere. I, 15 2, 3, fe deveroit pe- 


her & mettre en graunt. F, 1, 2. 
for 
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for to chalenge or to conquere here righte 
Heritage before feyd. And the comoun Pe- 
ple, that wolde putte here Bodyes and here 
Catelle, for to conquere oure Heritage, thei 
may not don it withouten the Lordes. For 
a femblee of Peple withouten a Cheventeyn, 
or a chief Lord, is as aFlock of Scheep with- 
outen a Schepperde; the which departeth and 
defparpleth, and wyten never whidre to go. 
But wolde God, that the temporel Lordes and 
alle worldly Lordes weren at gode accord, and 
with the comen Peple woulden taken this ho- 
ly Viage over the See. ThanneI trowe wel, 
that within a lity! tyme, oure righte Heritage 
before feyd {cholde be reconfyled and put in 
the Hondes of the righte Heires of fe/u 
Crift. 

And for als moche as it is longe tyme paf- 
fed, that ther was no generalle Pafflage ne 
Vyage over the See; and many Men defiren 
for to here fpeke of the holy Lond, and han 


thereof gret Solace and Comfort; I ‘fobs 


Maundevylle, Knyght, alle be it I be net 
worthi, that was born in Exglond, in the 
Town of Seynt A/bones, pafied theSce, in the 
Zeer of our Lord Fefz Criff MCCCXXH, 
in the Day of Seynt Michelle; and hidre to 
haye ben longe tyme over the See, and have 
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6 The PROLOGUE. 
feyn and gon thorghe manye dyverle Londes, 
and many Provynces and Kingdomes and 
Iles, and have paffed thorghe Zartarye, ‘Per- 
eye, © Ermonye the litylle and the grete ; 
thorghe Lybye, Caldee and a gret partie of 
Ethiope; thorghe Amazoyne, Inde the laffe 
and the more, agret partie; and thorghe out 
many othere Iles, that ben abouten Lude;. 
where dwellen many dyverfe Folkes, and of 
dyverfe Maneres and Lawes, and of dyverfe 
Schappes of Men. Of whiche Londes and 
Iles, I {challe {peke more pleynly hereaftre. 
And I fchalle devife zou fum partie of thinges 
that there ben, whan time {challe ben, aftre 
it may beft come to my mynde; and {pecy- 
ally for hem, that wylle and are in purpos for 
to vifite the Holy Citee of Ferufalem, and 
the holy Places that are thereaboute. And I 
{challe telle the Weye, that thei fchulle holden 
thidre. For I have often tymes paffed and 
ryden the way, with gode Companye of 1 ma- 
ny Lordes: God be thonked. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that I have 
put this Boke out of Latyn into Frenfche, 
and tranflated it azen out of Frenufehe into 
Luglyfthe, that every Man of my Nacioun 
may undirftonde it. But Lordes and Knyghtes 
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and othere noble and worthi Men, that conne 
Latyn but litylle, and han ben bezonde the 
See, knowen and undirftonden, zif I erre in 
devifynge, for forzetynge, or elles; that thei 
mowe redreffe it and amende it. For thinges 
paffed out of longe tyme from a Mannes 
mynde or from his fyght, turnen fone into 
forzetynge: Becaufe that Mynde of Man ne 
may not ben comprehended ne witheholden, 
for the Freeltee of Mankynde. 
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The Voiage and Travaile of 


Cra pio Ii 


To teche zon the Weye out of Englond 
vo Conftantinoble. 


N the Name of God Glorious and Alle- 
I myghty. He that wil paffe over the See, 
to go to.the City of Ferufalem, he'may go 
by many Weyes, bothe onSee and Londe, af- 
tre the Contree that hee cometh fro: manye 
of hem comen to on ende. But 4 troweth not 
that I wil telle zou alle the Townes and Cy- 
tees and Caftelles, that Men {ichulle go by; 
for than icholde I make to longe a Tale: 
but alle only fumme Contrees and moft prin- 


_ cypalle Stedes, that Men {chulle gone thorgh, 


to gon the righte Way. Firft, zifa Man come. 
from the Weft fyde of the World, as Exge- 


_tond, Irelond, Wales, Skotlond or Norweye; 


he may, zif that he wole, go thorghe ¢ 4/-- 
mayne, and thorghe the Kyngdom of Hun- 
garye, ‘ that marchethe to the Lond of & Po- 
Jayne, and to the Lond of Pannonye, and fo 
to Svefie. And the Kyng of Alungarye is a 


4 Troweth for trow, is common in old Englih. 
eG a: f Quod conterminum eft, L..1, 2. 
@ 


yalme, E.1,2,3.  bddlefeye, E, 1, 2, 3. Swefie, AS, £5. 
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gret Lord and a myghty, and holdethe grete 
Lordfchippes and meche Lond in his Hond. 
For he holdethe the Kyngdom of Hungarie, 
i Solavonye and of Comanye a gret part, and 
of Bulgarie, that Men clepen the Lond of 
Bougzers, and of the Reme of Rouffye a gret 
partie, whereof he hathe made aDuchee, that 
lafteth unto the Lond of * Nyflam, and‘ march- 
ethe to Pruyfe. And Men gon thorghe the 
Lond of this Lord, thorghe a Cytee that is 
clept !Cyprou, and by the Caftelle of ™ Nea/e- 
burghe, and be the "evylle Town, that fyce 
toward the ende of Huwugarye. And there 
pafle Men the Ryvere of Danubee. This 
Ryvereof Danubee is a fulle gret Ryvere; 
and it gothe into 4/mayne, undre the Hilles 
of Lombardye: and it receyvethe into him 
40 othere Ryveres; and it rennethe therghe 
Hungarie and thorghe Greece and thorghe 
Trachie, and it entreth into the See, toward 
the Eff, fo ° rudely and fo {charply, that the 
Watre of the See is fref{che and holdethe his 
fwetnefle 20 Myle within the See. 


i Savoyze, E. 1. Savoye, E. 2, 3. Sclavoniam, L. 1. 

k Neflond, E. 1. Nyflond, E, 2, 3. Niflan, L. 1, 2. 
| Chippronne, E. 1,2. Let. Schyppronne, E. 3. L. 2. 
m Newbow, E. 1. Neuborewe, E. 2, 3. 

n Same, E. 1. ile, E. 2. 

@ Swiftly, E, 1, Stalworthly, E, 2. Styflyche, E. 3. 
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And aftre gon Men to Belgrave, and en- 
tren into the Lond of p Bourgres; and there 
paffe Men a Brigge of Ston, that is upon the 
Ryver of 1\Marrok. AndMen paffen thorghe 
the Lond of * Pyucemartz, and comen to 
Greece to the Cytee of * Nye, and to the Cy- 
tee of ‘ Fynepape, and aftre to the Cytee of 
't Dandrenoble, and aftre to Conflantynoble, 
that was wont to be clept Bezanzon. And 
there dwellethe comounly the Emperour of 
Grece. And there is the moft fayr Chirche 
and the moft noble of alle the World: And 
it is of feyntSophie. And before that Chirche 
is the Ymage of ‘/u/fyzyan the Emperour, co- 
vered with Gold, and he fytt upon an Hors 


yy crowned. And he was wont to holden a 


round Appelle of Gold in his Hond: but it 
is fallen out thereof. And Men feyn there, 
that it is a tokene, that the Emperour hathe 
y loft a gret partie of his Londes, and of his 
Lordichipes: for he was wont toben Emperour 
of Romayne and of Grece, of alle dfye the 
leffe, and of the Lond of Surrye, of the Lond 

P Bruges, E. 1. Bugres, E.2, 3. Bougres, F. x. L.2. Bungres, 
FP. 2. Bulsrorum, L.1. The Author means Bulgaria. 

q Marrol, EX. 3. Marroe, F.1. Marroie, F.2. De Marmore, L.1,2. 

r Pynceras, E. t, 3. Pyncoras, H,2. Pyuteras, L. 1. 

S Sternes, E.r. E.3. L. ¥. Scermys, #.2. St, L, 2. Sternes 
ad fines Epapie, L. 1. Ny em puis a fine Pape, F, 1, 2. 

 Affynpayn, E.1,2. Affynpayn, E, 3. u Adrianople. 

of 


Sir John Maundevile, Kt. = 11 


of Fudee, in the whiche is Ferufalem, and 
of the Lond of Egypt, of Percye, of Arabye. 
But he hathe loft alle, but Grece; and that 
Lond he holt alle only. And Men wolden 
many tymes put the Appulle into the Ymages 
Hond azen, but it wil not holde it. This 
Appulle betokenethe the Lordfchipe, that he 
hadde over alle the World, thatis round. And 
the tother Hond he lifteth up azenft the Eft, 
in tokene to manace the My/doeres. ‘This 
Ymage ftont upon a Pylere of Marble at Co- 
frantynoble. 


RB. SR 8 \Re LO 192 8: \0s 9-302 18° 28> 97 Lor 19" 19° 18 Bo ABS SG ae BES S86 BRS ABS BEE aE PE Ske OS Se SEs 
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Of the Croffe and the Croune of oure 
Lord Jela Crit. 


T Coftantynoble is the Cros of our Lord 
Fefu Criff, and his Cote withouten 
Semes, thatisclept, Zunzca incon futilis, and 
the Spounge, and the Reed, of the whiche 
the Fewes zaven oure Lord Ly /ee andGa/ie, 
in the Cros. And,there is on of the Naylecs, 
that Grz/? was naylled with on theCros. And 
fome Men trowen, that half the * Cros, that 
i x See paz. 33. 
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Crif? was don on, be in Czpres, in an Abbey 
of Monkes, that Men callen the Hille of the 
Holy Cros; but it is not fo: For that Cros, 
that is in Cypre, is the Cros, in the whiche 
Dy/mas the gode Theef was honged onne. 
But alle Men knowen not that; and that is 
a evylle y don. For for profyte of the Offrynge, 
| thei feye, that it is the Cros of oure Lord Fe/z 


i Crif.” And zee fchulle undreftonde, that the 
a Cros of oure Lord was made of 4 manere of 
i Trees, as it is conteyned in this Vers, 
ea | 
al InCruce fit Palma, Cedrus, Cypreffus, Oliva. 
a 
| For that pece, that wente upright fro the Erthe 
ri to the Heved, was of Cyprefle; and the pece, 
a that wente overthwart, to the whiche his 
7) _ Honds weren nayled, was of Palme; and the 
Hl Stock, that ftode within the Erthe, in the 
i whiche was made the Morteys, was of Ce- 
| dre; and the Table aboven his Heved, that 
dq was a Fote and an half long, on the whiche 
dq the Title was writen, in Abdreu, Greu and 
i Latyn, that was of Olyve. And the ewes 
iW maden the Cros of theife 4 manere of Trees: 
‘| For thei trowed that oure Lord Jefe Crif 
Hl {cholde han honged on the Cros, als longe as 
cir the Cros myghten lafte. And therfore made 
1 thei the Foot of the Cros of Cedre. For Ce- 
Ml dre 
i 

mi | 

; 

ee i 
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dre may not, in Erthe ne in Watre, rore. And 
therfore thei wolde, that it {cholde have laft- 
ed longe. For thei trowed, that the Body 
of Criff fcholde have ftonken; therfore thei 
made that pece, that went from the Erthe up- 
ward, of Cypres: For it is welle fmellynge; 
fo that the {melle of his Body fcholde nor 
greve Men, that wenten forby. And the 
overthwart pece was of Palme: For in the 
y Olde Tefiament, it was ordyned, that whan 
on overcomen, he {cholde be crowned with 
Palme: And for thei trowed, that thei had- 
denthe Victorye of Crit Fe/fis, therfore made 
thei the overthwart pece of Palme. And the 
Table of the Tytle, thei maden of Olyve; 
for Olyve betokenethe Pes. And the ftorye 
of Noe wytneflethe, whan that the Culver 
broughte the Braunche of Olyve,. that be- 
tokend Pes made betwene God and Man: And 
fo trowed the Fewes for to have Pes, whan 
Crifi was ded: For thei feyd, that he made 
Difcord and Strif amonges hem. And zee 
{cbulle undirftonde, that oure Lord was y 
naylled on the Cros lyggynge ; and therfore 
he fuffred the more peyne. And the Criftene 
Men, that dwellen bezond the See, in Grece, 
feyn that the Tree of the Cros, that we callen 
y Rather, Olympick Games. 
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Cypreffe, was of that Iree,that Adam ete the 
Appulle of: and that fynde thei writen. And 
thei feyn alfo, that here Scripture feythe, that 
Adam was feek, and feyde to his Sone Sethe, 
that he fcholde go to the Aungelle, that kepte 
Paradys, that he wolde fenden hym Oyle of 
Mercy, for to anoynte with his Membres, 
that he myghte have hele, And Sethe wente. 
But the Aungelle wolde not late him come in; 
but feyd to him, that he myghte not have of 
the Oyle of Mercy. But he toke him three 
Greynes of the fame Tree, that his Fadre eet 
the Appelle offe; and bad him, als fone as his 
Fadre was ded, that he icholde putte theife 
three Greynes undre his Tonge, and grave 
him fo: and he dide. And of theife three 


Greynes {prong.a Tree, as the Aungelle feyde; 


that it {cholde, and bere a Fruyt, .thorghe the 
whiche Fruyt 4dam icholde be faved. And 
whan Sethe cam azen, he fonde his Fadre 
nere ded. And whan he was ded, he did 


with the Greynes, as the Aungelle bad him; 


of the whiche fprongen three Trees, of the 


. Whiche the Cros was made, that bare code 


Fruyt and bleffed, oure Lord Fefu Crif; 
thorghe whom, Adam and alle that comen of 
him, fcholde be faved and delyvered from 
drede of Dethe withouten ende, but it be here 


. Own 


Sz John Maundevile, Kt. 15 
own defaute. This holy Cros had the Fewes 
hydde in the Erthe, undre a Roche of the 
Mownt of Calvarie; and it lay therexoo zeer 
and more, in to the tyme that Seynt E/yne, 
that was Modre to Cou/lantyn the Emperour 
of Rome. And fche was Doughtre of Kyng 
2 Cool born in Colcheffre; that was Kyng of 
Fingelond, that was clept thanne, Brytayne 
the more; the whiche the Emperour. Coz- 
france wedded to his Wyf, for here Bewtee, 
and gat upon hire Couflantyn, that was aftre 
Emperour of Rome. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that the Cros 
of oure Lord was eyght Cubytes long, and 
the overthwart piece was of lengthe thre Cu- 
bytes and an half. And o partie of the Crowne 
of oure Lord, wherwith he was crowned, and 
on of the Nayles, and the Spere Heed, and 
many other Relikes ben in #rance, in the 
Kinges Chapelle. And the Crowne lythe in 
a Velfelle of Criftalle richely dyghte. For 4 
Kyng of Fraunce boughte theife Relikes fom- 
tyme of the Fewes; to whom the Emperour 
had leyde hem to wedde, for a gret jumme of 
Sylvre. And zif alle it be fo, that Men feyn, 
that this Croune is of Thornes, zee fchulle 
undirftonde, that it was of Jonkes of the See, 

zCoyle, EK. 2. Coel, E. 4. 
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that is to fey, Rufhes of theSee, that prykken 
als {charpely asThornes. For I have feen and 
beholden many tymes that of Parvys and that 
of Coffantynoble : For thei were bothe on, 
made of Ruffches of the See. But Men han 
departed hem in two Parties: of the whiche, 
© part is at Parys, and the other part is at 
Coftantynoble. And I have on of tho precy- 
oufe Thornes; that femethe licke a white 
Thorn; and that was zoven to me for gret 
Specyaltee. For there are many of hem bro- 
kenand falleninto the Veffelle, that the Croune 
lythe in: For thei breken for dryenefle, whan 
Men meven hem, to {fchewen hem to grete 
Lordes, that comen thidre. 

And zee {chulle undirftonde, that oure Lord - 


Fefu, in that Nyghte that he was taken, he 


was y lad in to a Gardyn; and there he was 
firft examyned righte fcharply; and there the 
Fewes {corned him, and maden him a Crowne 
of the Braunches of Albefpyne, that is White 
Thorn, that grew in that fame Gardyn, and 
fetten it on his Heved, fo fafte and fo fore, 
that the Blood ran down be many places of 
his Vifage, and of his Necke, and of his Schul- 
dres. And therfore hathe White Thorn ma- 
ny Vertues: For he that berethe a Braunche 
on him thereoffe, no Thondre ne no maner 

of 
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of Tempeft may dere him; ne in the Hows, 
that it is inne,.may non evylle Goft entre ne 
come unto the place that it is inne. And in 
that fame Gardyn, Seynt Petre denyed oure 
Lord thryes. Aftreward was oure Lord lad 
forthe before the Biffchoppes. and the May- 
{tres of the Lawe, in to another Gardyn of 
une; and there allo he was examyned, re- 
preved and fcorned, and crouned_eft with a 
whyte Thorn, that Men clepethe Barbarynes, 
that grew in that Gardyn, and that hathe alfo 
manye Vertues. And afterward he was lad 
in to a Gardyn of Cayphas, and there he was 
crouned with * Eglentier. And aftre he was 
lad in to the Chambre of Py/ate, and there 
he was examynd and crouned. Andthe Fewes 
-fetten him in a Chayere and cladde him in a 
Mantelle; and there made thei the Croune of 
Jonkes of the See; and there thei kneled to 
him, and skornede him, feyenge, ve, Rex 
Fudeorum, that is to feye, heyl Kyng of 
 Fewes. And of this Croune, half is at Pa- 
rvys, and the other half at Coffantynoble: And 
. this Croune had C7z/? on his Heved, whan he 
- was don upon the Cros: And therfore oughte 
Men to worfchipe it and holde it more wore 
- thi than ony of the othere. 


2 Englenter, E. 1,2. F. 1,2. Eglentine, E, 4. 
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And the Spere fchaft hathe the Emperour of 
Almayne; but the Heved is at Parys. And 


natheles the Emperour of Co/fantynoblefeythe 
that he ‘hathe the Spere. Heed: and I have 


often tyme feen it; ‘but it is grettere than 
that at Parys. 


Geld idaiiietaiietieb def ial tofobleti di iieteb tslobaiai ter 
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Of the Cytee of Coftantynoble, and of 
the Feithe of Grekis. 


T Coftantynoble \yethe Seynte Anne 
oure Ladyes Modre, whom Seynte 
Eilyne dede brynge fro Ferufalem. And there 
lyethe alfo the Body of fohu Crifoftome, that 
was Erchebifichopp of Coffantynoble. And 
there lythe alfo Seynt Luke the Evaungelift: 
For his Bones werein broughte from Bethanye, 
where he was beryed. And many othereRelikes 
ben there. And there is the Veffelle of Ston, 
as it were of Marbelle, that Memclepen Eny- 
dros, that evermore droppeth Watre, and fill- 
ethe himfelf everiche zeer, till that ico go over 
above, withouten that that Men take fro with- 
inne. 


Coftantye 
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Coflantynoble is a fulle fayr Cytee, anda 

_gode and a wel avalled, and it is three corner- 
-ed. And there is an Arm of the See Hed/e- 
Spout: and fum Men callen it the Mouthe of 
Coftantynoble; andium Men callen it theBrace 
of Seynt George: and that Arm clofethe the 
two partes of the Cytee. And upward to the 
See, upon the Watre, was wont to be the 
grete Cytee of Troye, in a fulle fayr Playn: 
But thatCytee was deftroyed by hem of Grece, 
and lytylle apperethe there of, be caule it fo 
longe fithe it was deftroyed. 

Abouten Grece there ben many Iles, as *Ca- 
liftre, > Calcas, «Critige, *Tesbria, ¢ Mynea, 
f Flaxon, Melo, Carpate and Lempne. And 
in this Ile is the Mount Athos, that pafleth 
the Cloudes. And there ben many dyvers 
Langages and many Contreys, that.ben obe- 
dyent to. the Emperour; that is to feyn Zur- 
cople, Pyneynard, Cornange, and manye o- 

* Calafire, E. 1, 2, 3, 4. Callifie is one of the Cyclades. 

b Colchos, L.1, 3. ‘It is wanting in E. 1, 2. 

© Cetige, E. 1. Certyge, E. 2. Ceftyge, E.3. Crezitigia, 
L. 1, 2. Ortigo, L. 3, Settygo, E. 4. Ortigia, I. 

d Tpsbiria, E. 1, 2, 3. Dhoyforia, E. 4. Tresbria, Li. 1, 28 
Tylbrya, L. 3. Reforia, I. 

© Arynona, E.1. Mynona, E. 2,3, 4. Athos, Minex, L. 1. 
Minex, LL. 2. Minos, Li. 3. Mirea, 1. Mynia is a Town in 
the Ifle Ammorgus. 


f Faxton, E. 1, 3, 4. Flexon, Lu. 3. Flazon, I. This Place 
and the three next are wanting in EF, 2, 
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there, as Trachye, and Macedoigne, of the 
whiche Alifandre was Kyng. In this Con- 
tree was Ariflotle born, in a Cytee that Men 
cleper Stragers, a lytil fro the 'Cytee of 
Trachye. And at Stragers lythe Ariflotle; 
and there is an Awtier upon his Toumbe : 
And there maken Men grete Feftes of hym 
every zeer, as thoughe he were a Seynt. And 
at his Awtier, thei holden here grete Con- 
feilles and here Affembleez : And thei hopen, 
that thorghe infpiracioun of God and of him, 
thei fchulle have the better Confeille: ‘In this 
Contree ben righte hyghe Hilles, toward the 
ende of Macedonye. And there is a gret Hille, 
that Men clepen Olympus, that departeth Ma- 


_cedonye and Trachye: And it is fo highe, that 


it paffeth the Cloudes. And there is another 
Hille, that is clept Athos, that is fo highe, 
that the Schadewe of hym rechethe to 
& Lempue, that is an Ile; and it is 76 Myle 
betwene. And aboven at the cop of the Hille, 
is the Eir fo cleer, that Men may fynde no 
Wynd there. And therfore may no Beft lyve 
there; and fo is the Eyr drye. And Men 
feye in theife Contrees, that Philofophres fom 
tyme wenten upon theile Hilles, and helden 


& According to the old Greek Verfe, "Ate @Quxxavales a reveg 
As Lvl os C005 
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to here Nofe a Spounge moyfted. with Watre, 
for to have Eyr; for the Eyr above was fo 
drye. And aboven, in the Duft and in the 
Powder of tho Hilles, thei wroot Lettres and 
Figures with hire Fingres: and at the zeres 
ende thei comen azen, and founden the fame 
Lettres and Figures, the whiche thei hadde 
writen the zeer before, withouten ony de- 
faute. And therfore it femethe wel, that theife 
Hilles paflen the Clowdes and joynen to the 
pure Eyr. 

At Cofiantynoble is the Palays of the Em- 
perour, righte fair and wel dyghte: and there- 
in is a fair place for Juftynges, or for other 
Pleyes and Defportes. And it is made with 
Stages, and hath Degrees aboute, that every 
Man may wel fe, and non greve other. And 
undre theife Stages, ben Stables wel y vowted 
for the Emperours Hors; and alle the Pileres 
ben of Marbelle. And with in the Chirche 
of Seynt Sophze, an Emperour fomryme wolde 
_ have biryed the Body of his Fadre, whan he 
was ded; and as thei maden the Grave, thei 
.founden a Body in the Erthe, and upon the 
Body lay a fyn Plate of Gold; and there on 
was.writen, in Hbreu, Grece and Latyn, Let- 
tres that feyden thus, Fefas Criftus nafcetur 
deVirgine Maria, © ego credo im eum; That 


C3 is 
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is to feyne, Ye/z Crif? {challe be born of the 
Virgyne Marze, and I trowe in hym. And 
the Date whan it was leyd in the Erthe, was 
2060 zeer before oure Lord was born. And 
zet is the Plate of Gold in the Threforye of 
the Chirche. And Men feyn, that it was 
Hermogene the Wife Man. 

And zif alle it fo be, that Men of Grece 
‘benCriftene, zit they vatien from oure Feithe. 
For thei feyn, that the Holy Goft may. not 
come of the Sone; but alle only of the Fadir. 
And thei are not obedyent to the Chirche of 
Rome, ne to the Pope. And thei feyn, that 
here Patriark hathe as meche Power over the 
See, as the Pope hathe on this fyde the See. 
And therfore Pope Fohne the 224 fende Let- 
tres to hem; how Criftene Feithe {cholde ben 
alle on; and that thei fcholde ben obedyent 
to the Pope, that is Goddis Vacrie on Erthe; 
to whom God zaf his pleyn Power, for to 
byndeandtoaffoille: And therfore thei fcholde 
ben obedyent to him. And thei fenten azen 
dyverfe Anfweres; and amonges othere, thei 
feyden thus: Potentiam tuam fumimam, Circa 
tuos fubjecios, jirmiter credimus. Superbi- 
am tuam fummam tolerare non poffumus. A- 
Varittam tuam fummam fatiare nom inten- 
dimus. Dominus tecum: quia Dominus no- 


(? bifcume 
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biftum eft. That isto feye: We trowe wel, 
that thi Power is gret upon thi Subgettes. 
We mai not faffre thin highe Pryde. We 
ben, not im purpos to fulfille thi gret Cove- 
tyfe. Lord be with The: For oure Lord is 
with us. Fare welle. And other Anfwere 
myghte he not have of hem. And alfo thei 
make here Sacrement of the Awteer of Therf 
Bred: For oure Lord made it of fuche Bred, 
whan he made his Mawndee. And on the 
Scherethors Day make thei here Therf Bred, 
in tokene of the Mawndee, and dryen it at 
the Sonne, and kepen it alle the Zeer, and 
zeven it to feke Men, in ftede of Goddis Bo- 
dy. And thei make but on Unxioun, whan 
thei Criftene Children. And thei anoynte not 
the feke Men. And thei feye, that there nys 
no Purgatorie, and the Soules {fchulle not have 
nouther Joye ne Peyne, tille the Day of 
Doom. And thei feye, that Fornicatioun is 
no Synne dedly, but a thing that is kyndely: 
and the Men and Women {cholde not wedde 
but ones; and whofo weddethe oftere than 
ones, hereChildren ben Baftardis and geten in 
Synne. And here Preftis allo ben wedded. 
And thei feye alfo, that Ufure is no dedly 
Synne. And thei fellen Benefices of Holy 
Chirche: And fo don Men in othere Places: 
| | "4 God 
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God amende it, whan his Wille is. And 
that is gret Sclaundre. For now is Symo- 
nye Kyng crouned in Holy Chirche: God 
amende it for his Mercy. And theifeyn, that 
in Lentone, Men fchulle not fafte, ne fynge 
Maffe ; but on the Sztreday and on the Son- 
day. And thei fafte not on the Satreday, no 
tyme of the Zeer, but it be Criffemaffe even 
or Efire even. And thei fuffre not the La- 
tynes to fyngen at here Awteres: And zif 
theidone, be ony Aventure, anon thei waffchen 
the Awteer with holy Watre. And theifeyn, 
that there {fcholde be but o Maffe feyd at on 
Awtier, upon o Day. And thei feye alfo, that 
oure Lord ne eet nevere Mete: But he made 
tokene of etyng. And alfo thei feye, that wee 
fynne dedly, in {chavynge oure Berdes. For 
the Berd is tokene of a Man, and Zifte of 
oure Lord. And thei feye, that wee fynne 
dedly, in etynge of Beftes, that weren for- 
boden in the O/d Tefiement, and of the olde 
Lawe; as Swyn, Hares, and othere Beftes, 
that chewen not here Code. And thei feyn, 
that wee fynnen, whan wee eten Flefiche on 
the Dayes before Ache Wednefday, and of 
that that wee eten Fleffche the Weduefday, 
and Egges and Chefe upon the Frydayes. And 
thei accurfen alle tho, that abfteynen hem to 


; eten 
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eten Flef{che the Satreday. Alfo the Empe- 
rour of Coffantynoble makethe the Patriarke, 
the Erchebyfichoppes and the Biffhoppes ; and 
zevethe the Dignytees and the Benefices of 
Chirches, and deprivethe hem that ben wor- 
thy, whan he fyndethe ony Caufe. And fo 
is he Lord bothe temperelle and {pirituelle, in 
his Contree. And zif zee wil wite of here 
A, B, C, what Lettres thei ben, here zee may 
feen hem, with the Names, that thei clepen 
hem there amonges hem. 

a Alpha, 6 Betha, » Gamma, dDeltha, ¢ Ep- 
filon, ¢ Zeta, y Eta, 6 Theta, « Iota, x Kappa, 
A Lambda, » My, » Ny, & Xi, o Omicron, 
@ Pi, e Rho, o Sigma, + Tau, vUpfilon, d Phi, | 
x, Chi, | Pfi, « Omega. 

And alle be it that theife thinges touchen 
not to o way,nevertheles thei touchen to that, 
that I have hight zou, to {chewe zou a partie 
of Cuftumes and Maneres, and dyverfitees of 
Contrees. And for this is the firfte Contree, 
that is difcordant in Feythe and in Beleeve, 
and variethe from oure Feythe, on this half 
the See, therefore I have fett it here, that zee 
may knowe the dyverfitee that is betwene 
oure Feythe and theires. For many Men han 
gret lykynge, to here {peke of f{traunge thinges 
of dyverfe Contreyes. 
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CrHap. IV. 

Of the eye fro Coftantynoble zo Je- 
rufalem. Of Seyut John the Evaun- 
gehft; and of Ypocras Daughter, 
transformed from a Woman to a Dra- 
Lou. 


OW returneI azen, for to teche zou the 

Way from Coffantynoble to ‘Ferufalem. 

He that wol thorghe Zurkye, he gothe to- 
ward the Cytee of Nyke, and paffethe thorghe 
the zate of » Chzenetout, and alle weyesMen 
feen before hem the Hille of Chzenetout, that 


is righte highe: And it is a Myle and an half 


from Nyke. And whofo wil go be Watre, 
be the Brace of Seynt George, and by the 
See, where Seynt Nycholas lyethe, and to- 
ward many other Places: Firft Men gothe to 
an Ile, that is clept S'y/o. In that Ile grow- 
ethe Maftyck on {male Trees: and out of hem 
comethe Gomme, as it were of Plombtrees or 
of Cherietrees. And aftre gon Men thorghe the 
Ile of Pathmos: And there wrot Seynt Jobs 
the Evaungelift, the Apocalips. And zee fchulle 


h Thoivitet, E. 1. Chivitot, E. 2.3, 4. Chenetut, F. 1. 
undre- 
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undreftonde, that Seynt ohne was of Age 32 
Zeer, whan oure Lord {uffred his Paffioun ; 
and aftre his Paffioun, he lyvede 67 Zeer, 
and in the roo Zeer of his Age he dyede. 
From Pathmos Men gon unto Ephefim, a fair 
Citee and nyghe to theSee. And there dyede 
Seynte ‘ohne, and was buryed behynde the 
highe Awtiere, in a Toumbe. And there is 
a fair Chirche. For Criftene Men weren wont 
to holden that Place alweyes.. And in the 
Tombe of Seynt Fohz is noughte but Manna, 
that is clept Aungeles Mete. For his Body 
was tranflated in to Paradys. And Turkes 
holden now alle that Place, and the Citee 
and the Chirche. And alle Affe the leffe is 
y cleped Zurkye. Andzee fchulle undreftonde, 
that Seynt ohne leet make his Grave there in 
hisLyf, and leyd himfelf there inne alle quyk. 
And therfore fomme Men feyn, that he dyed 
noughte, but that he reftethe there til the Day 
of Doomi. And forfothe there is a gret Mar- 
veyle: For Men may fee there the Erthe of 
the Tombe apertly many tymes fteren and 


i Long before our Author’s time, the Text, in Fohn xxi. 
2.2, 23, in the vulgar Latin, happen’d to be chang’d in favour 
of this Notion: For Jefus’s An{wer to Peter's Queftion about 
Sohn; Lord, and what fhall this Man do? is there, Sic eum 
volo manere donec veniam; the Conjunction Sz being dropt, 
by means of Sic following. | 
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meven, as there weren quykke thinges un- 
dre. 

And from Ephefim Men gon thorghe many 
Iles in the See, unto the Cytee of * Paterane, 
where Seynt Nicholas was born, and {io to 
| Martha, where he was chofen to ben Bif- 
{choppe: and there growethe right gode Wyn 
and ftrong; and that Mencallen Wyn of Mar- 
tha. And from thens gon Mento the Ile of 
Crete, that the Emperour zaf fomtyme to 
m Faneweys. And thanne paflen Men thorghe 
the Ifles of Colos and of " Lango; of the 
whiche Iles 7pocras was Lord offe. And fome 
Men feyn, that in the Ile of Lago is zit the 
Doughtre of Zpocras, in forme and lykeneffe 
of a gret Dragoun, that isan hundred Fadme 


of lengthe, asMen feyn: For I have not feen 


hire. And thei of the Iles callen hire, Lady 
of the Lond... And {che lyethe in an olde 
Caftelle, ina Cave, and {chewethe twyes or 
thryes in the Zeer, And {che dothe non harm 
to no Man, but zif Men don hire harm. And 


k Pathan, E.1. Patrau, F. 1. Patyran, E 2. Pateran, L.t, 
2, 3,4 Pataran, E. 3. Maiolica, |. Pateram Civitatem Pan- 
none, L. 4, It fhould be Patera, a City of Lycia. 

| Marka, E.2,3, 4. Marrea, F 2. Mirreorum, Li, 1, 2. 
Myrrheam, Li. 3, 4. Maretta, I. It fhould be Myra, and City 
of Lycia. m The Genoefe. 

n Lango is but another Name of the Ifle Cos or Cohes, where 
Hippocrates the famous Phyfician was born. 

folie 
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fche was thus chaunged and transformed, from 
a fair Damyfele, in tolyknefle of a Dragoun, 
be.a Goddefle, that was clept °Deane. And 
Men feyn, that {che {challe fo endure in that 
forme of a Dragoun, unto the tyme that’a 
Knyghte come, that is fo hardy, that dar come 
to hire and kiffe hireon the Mouthe: Andthen 
{challe {che turne azen to hire owne Kynde, 
and ben a Woman azen: But aftre that {che 
{challe not liven longe. And it is not longe 
fiththen, that a Knyghte of the Redes, that 
was hardy and doughty in Armes, feyde that 
he wolde kyffen hire. And whan he was 
upon his Courfere, and wente to the Caftelle, 
and entred in to the Cave, the Dragoun lifte 
up hire Hed azenft him. And whan the 
Knyghte faw hire in that Forme fo hidous and 
fo horrible, he fleyghe awey. And the Dra- 
goun bare the Knyghte upon a Roche, maw- 
ore his Hede; and from that Roche, {che 
cafte him in to the See: and fo was loft bothe 
Hors and Man. And alfoa zonge Man, that 
wifte not of the Dragoun, wente out of a 
Schipp, and wente thorghe the Ile, til that he 
come to the Caftelle, and cam in to the Cave; 
and wente fo longe, til that he fond a Cham- 
bre, and there he faughe a Damyfele, that 
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kembed hire Hede, and lokede in a Myrour ; 
and {che hadde meche Trefoure abouten hire: 
and he trowed, that {che hadde ben a.comoun 
Woman, that dwelled there to refceyve Men 
to Folye. And he abode, tille the Damyfele 
faughe the fchadewe of him in the Myrour. 
And {che turned hire toward him, and.asked 
hym, what he wolde. And he feyde, he wolde 
ben hire Limman or Paramour. And {che 
asked him, zif that he were a Knyghte. And 
he feyde, nay. And than {che feyde, that 
he myghte not ben hire Lemman: But iche 
bad himgon azen unto hhis Felowes, and 
make him Kayghte, and come azen upon 
the Morwe, and {chefcholde-come out.of the 
Cave.before him; andjthanne.come and kyfle 


shire.onithe Mowthe, and bave ino Drede; for 


1 {challe do the no maner harm, alle be it char 
thou fee-me in lyknefle of aDragoun. For 
thoughe thou fee me hidoufe and horrible to 
loken onne, Ido the to wytene, that it is 
made be Hnchauntement. For withouten doute, 
i am non.ether than thou feeft now, a Wo- 
man; and therfore-drede the noughte. And 
zif thou-kyffe me, thou d{chalr have alle .this 
Trefoure, and beamy Lord;,and \Lord alfo of 
alle that He. And jhe departed fro hire and 

3 wente 
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wente to his Felowes to Schippe, and leet 
make him Knyghte, and .cam:azen upon the 
morwe, for to kyffe thisDamyfele. And whan 
he faughe hire comen. out of the'(Cave, in forme 
of a Dragoun, fo hidoufe and fo horrible, -he 
hadde fo gret drede, that he fleyghe azen to. 
the Schippe; and dche folewed /him.. And 
whan fche faughe, that he turned not -azen, 
{che began to crye, asa thing that hadde 
meche Sorwe: and thanne {che turned :azen, 
in'to’hire Cave; and anon the Knyghte-:dyede. 
And fiththen hidrewards, myghte:noKnyghte 
fe hire, but that he dyede anon. But whan 
a Knyghte comethe,*that is fo hardy to kiffe 
hire, he {challe not dye; but he fchalle:turne 
the Damyfele in to hire righte Forme and 
kyndely'Schapp, and-he {chal be Lord of alle 
the Contreyes ‘and Iles abovefeyd. 

‘And from thens Men comen to the dle of 
Rodes, the whiche Hep Hofpitaleres ‘holden 
and governen; ‘and ‘that ‘token thei fumtyme 
from the Emperour: And it was wont to be 
clept 1 Col/os ; and fo callen it the Turés zit. 


p An Order of Knights, called alfo Knights of St. fohn of 


Serufalem. . 

q From the Coloffas there, an Image of Supiter, qo Cu- 
bits or 105-Foot high ; being one of the Wonders of the 
W orld. 
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And Seynt ' Pow, in his Epiftles, writeth to 
hem of that Ile, ad Coloffenfes. This Ie is 
nyghe 800 Myle from Ca/tantynoble. 

And from this Ile of Rodes, Men gon to 
Cipre, where bethe many Vynes, that firft 
ben rede, and aftre o Zeer, thei becomen white: 
and theife Wynes that ben moft white; ben 
moft.clere and beft of {melle. And Men paffen 
be that Way, be a Place that was wont to ben 
a gret Cytee and a gret Lond: .and the Cytee 
was clept s Cathazllye: the whiche Cytee and 
Lond was loft, thorghe Folye of a zonge Man. 
For he had a fayr Damyfele, that he loved 
wel, to his Paramour; and fche dyed fodeyn- 
ly, and was don in a Tombe of Marble: and 
for the grete Luft, that he had to hire, he 
wente in the Nyghte unto hire Tombe and 
opened it, and went in and lay be hire, and 
wente his wey. And whan it came to the ende 
of nine Monethes, there com a Voys to him, 
and feyde, Go to the Tombe of that Woman, 


r The Author had the concurring Opinion of fome mo- 
dern Greeks, that this was the Place, to which St. Pauw! directs 
his Epiftle to the Colofians. But that it was not this Place, 
but Colofz, a City of Phrygia Major, appears from the Con- 


-Clufion of the Epiftle, where mention is made of Laodicea 


and Hierapolis, two neighbouring Cities of Phrygia Major. 
‘Catala, E. 1. Sathalay, E.2, 3,4. Sathalie, L.3,4. Cha- 


talie, F.2, Cataillie, F.1, Cattalie, L,2. ......lie, L. 3. So- 
talia, I. 


and 
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and open it and beholde what thou haft be- 
goten on hire; and zif thou lette to go, thou 
ichalt have a gret harm. And he zede and o- 
pened the Tombe; and there fleyghe out att 
t Eddere righte hidous to fee; the whiche als 
{wythe fleighe aboute the Cytee and the Con- 
tree; and fone aftre the Cytee fank down: 
And there ben manye periloufe paffages. 

Fro Rodes to Cypre, ben 500 Myle and 
more. But Men may gon to Cypre, and come 
hot at Rodes. Cypre is righte a gode Ile and 
a fayr and a gret, and it hathe 4 princypalle 
Cytees within him. And there is an Erche- 
byffhoppe at * Nichofie; and 4 othere Byf- 
{choppes in that Lond. And at Pumagof? is 
on of the princypalle Havenes of the See; 
that is in the World: and there arryven Cri- 
{tene Men and Sarazynes and Men of alle 
Naciouns: Jn Cipre is the Hille of the Holy 
‘€ros; and there is an Abbeye of Monkié 
blake; and there is the Cros of ‘Dz/mas the 
code Theef, as Ihave feyd before*. Andfumme 
Men trowen, that there is half the Croffe of 
oute Lord: but it is not fo: and thei don 


t All the Manuferipts but that the Book is printed from; 
have it, a2 Head. | | 

u Famacujta, alt the Latin Manufcripts have it, ard that 
re x Page 13, 
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evylle, that make Men to beleevefo. In Czpré 
lythe Seynt y Zenomyne : of whom Men of * 
that Contteé maken gret Solempnytee. And 
in the Caftelle of Amours, lythe the Body of 
SeynuAyllarie ; and Men kepen it righte wor- 
{chipfully. And befyde Famagofi, was Sey nt 
Barnabee the Apoftle born. In,Czpre Men 
hunten. with 7 Papyonns, that ben lyche Le- 
pardes: and thei. taken wylde Beftes righte 
welle, and thei ben fomdelle more than Ly- 
ouns; and thei taken more fcharpely the 
Beftes and more delyverly, than.don Houndes. 
In Cipre is the manere of Lordis and alle o- 
there Men; alle to eten on the Erthe. For 
thei make Dyches in the Erthe alle aboute in 
the Halle, depe to the Knee, and theirdo pave 
hem: and whan thei wil ete, thei gon there 
in and fytten there. And the Skylle is, for 
thei may ben the more freffche: For that Lond 
is meche more ‘hottere than it is here. And 
at grete Feftes and for Straungeres, thei fetren 
Formes and ‘Lables, as Men don in this Con- 
tree: but thei had lever fytten in the Erthe. 
From Cypre, Men gon to the Lond of Fe- 
yufalem, be the See: and in a Day and in a 
Nyghte, he that hathe gode Wynd, may come 
to the Havene of Zire, that now is clept 


Y Genonoun, E. kr. z Pampyons, E. 4. 
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Surrye. ‘There was fomtyme a gret Cytee 
and a gode, of Cryftene Men: but Sarazins 
han deftroyed it a gret partye ; and thei kepe 
that Havene right welle, for‘drede of Criftene 
Men. Men myghte go more right to that 
Havene, and come not inCypre: but thei gon 
gladly to Cypre, to refte hem on the Lond; 
or elles to bye thingis, that thei have nede to 
here lyvynge. On the See ay 08s Men may 
fynde many Rubyes. And there is the Welle; 
of the whiche Holy Writt {fpekethe offe, and 
feythe, * Fons Ortorum,  Puteus Aqua- 
yum viventinm. "That is to feye, The Welle 
of Gardyns, and the Dyche of lyvynge Wa- 
tres. In this Cytee of Thire, feyde the Wo- 
man to oure Lord, BeatusVenter qui te por- 
tavit, & “Ubera que fuccifii: That is to feye, 
Bleffed be the Body, that the baar, and the 
Pappes that thou fowkedeft. And there oure 
Lord forzaf the Woman of Chananee hire 
Synnes. And before Zyre, was wont to be 
the Ston, on the whiche oure Lord fat and 
prechede: and on that Hie was founded the 
Chirche of Seynt Savyou 

And 8 Myle from vk toward the Eft, 
ven the See, is iy Cytee of Sarphen, in 


Sarept of Sydonye And there was wont 
e Canticles TV. 15, 
Di a for 


cS 

fe 
ey 

a ‘ 
a 
¢ 
Ry 
® 
s 


36 The Vorage and Travaile of 
for to dwelle Helye the Prophete; and there 
reyfed he ‘fouas the Wydwes Sone from Dethe 
to Lyf. And 5 Myle fro Sarphen, is the Cy- 
tee of Sydon: of the whiche Citee, Dydo was 
Lady, that was Exeas Wyf aftre the Deftruc- 
cioun of Trove ; and that founded the Cytee 
of Cartage in Affrick, and now is cleped 
bDPydon Sayete. And inthe Cytee of Tyre, 
tegned Agenore the Fadre of Dydo. And 16 
Myles from Sydon, is Beruthe. And from 
Beruthe to Sardenare, is 3 Journeyes. And 
from Sardenar, is 5 Myle to Damask. 

And whofo wil go longe tyme on the See, 
and come nerrer to ‘erufalem, he {chal go fro 
Cipre, be See, to the Port Faf For that is 


the nexte Havene to Feru/falem. For fro that 


Havene, is not but o Day Journeye and an 
half to ‘ferufalem. And the Town is called 
Fa; for on of the Sones of Noe, that highte 
Japhet, founded it; and now itis clept Foppe. 
And zee {chulle undreftonde, that it is on of 
the oldeft Townes of the World: For it was 
founded before Noes Flode. ¢ And zitt there 


b Didonfarte, E. 4. 

© And there be Bones of a Geant’s Syde 40 Foot long, 
E. 1, 2, 3, 4. but the French and Latin Manufcripts agree 
with this Text. Such was the Ignorance of thofe Times, as 
to miltake ndromeda,-for the Monfter that was to have de- 
voured her,” 


{chewethe 
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fchewethe in the Roche ther, as the Ivene 
Cheynes were feftned, that Audromade a gret 
Geaunt was bounden with, and put in Prefoun 
before Noes Flode: of the whiche Geaunt, is 

a Rib of his Syde, that is 40 Fote longe. 
And whofo wil arryve at the firite Port 
of Thire or of Surre, that I have {poken 
of before, may go be Londe, zif he wil, to 
Serufalem. And Men gothe fro Surre un- 
to the Citee of Dacoun in a Day. And it 
was clept fomtyme Fholomayde. And it was 
fomtyme a Cytee of Criftenemen, fulle fair ; 
but it is now deftroyed: and it ftont upon the 
See. And fro Venyfe to Akoun, be See, is 
2080 Myles of Lombardye. And fro Calabre 
or fro Cecyle to Akoun, be See, is 1300 Myles 
of Lombardye. And the Ie of Crete is right 
in the myd weye. And befyde the Cytee of 
Akoun, toward the See, 120 Furlonges on the 
right fyde, toward the Southe, is the Hylle 
of Carmelyn, where Helyas the Prophete dwel- 
lede: and there was firft the Ordre of Freres 
Carmes founded. This Hille is not right gret, 
ne fulle highe. And at the Fote of this Hille 
was fomtyme a gode Cytee of Criftene Men, 
that Men cleped Cayphas : For Cayphas fir 
founded it: but it is now alle wafted. And 
on the lift fyde of the Hille Carmelyn, isa 
D 3 Towa, 
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‘Town, that Men clepen Saffre: and that is 
fett on another Hille. There Seynt James 
and Seynt Fohne were born: and in the Wor- 


{chipe of hem, there is a fair Chirche. And 


fro Tbholomayde, that Men clepen now Akoun, 
unto aeret Hille, that is clept Scal/e of Thires, 
is 100 Furlonges. And befyde the Cytee of 
Akoun, renneth a lytille Ryvere, that is clept 
Belon. And there nyghe, is the Fofle of Men- 
non, that is alleround; and it is 100 Cubytes 
of largeneffe, and'it is alle fulle of Grayelle, 
fchynynge brighte, of the whiche Men maken 
fair Verres and clere. And Men comen fro 
fer, by Watre in Schippes, and be Londe with 
Cartes, for to fetten of that Gravelle. And 
thoughe there be nevere fo moche taken awey 
there of, on the Day, at Morwe it is as fulle 
azen, as evere it was. And that is a gret 
mervaille. And there is everemore gret Wynd 
in that Foffe, that fterethe everemore the Gra- 
velle, and makethe it trouble. And zif ony 
Man do thereinne ony maner Metalle, it turn- 
ethe anon to Glaffe. And the Glaffe, that is 
made of that Gravelle, zif it be don azen in 
to the Gravelle, it turnethe anon in to Gra- 
velle as it was firft. And therfore fomme Men 
feyn, that it is a fweloghe of the gravely 
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ole. 
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Alfo fro Akoun aboveteyd, gon Men forthe 
4 Journees to the Citee of Palefiyz, that was 
of the Phziiflyenes, that now is clept Gaza, 
thatis a gay Cytee and a riche; and itis righte 
fayr, and fulle of Folke, and it is a lytille fro 
theSee. And from this Cytee*broughte Samp- 
fou the {tronge, the Zates upon an highe Lond, 
whan he was taken in that Cytee: and there 
he flowghe in a Paleys the Kyng and hymfelf, 
and gret nombre of the befte of the P:/i/2- 
ewes, the whiche had put out his Eyen, and 
{chaven his Hed, and enprifound him, be Tre- 
foun of ‘Da/zda his Paramour. And therefore 
he made falle upon hem a gret Halle, whan 
thei were at Meéte. And from thens, gon Men 
to the Cytee of Cefaire, and fo to the Ca- 
ftelle of Pylgrymes, and io to Afcolonge, and 
than to Faffe, and fo to ferufalem. 
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ND whofo wille go be Lande, thorghe 

_ the Lond of Babyloyne, where the Sow- 

dan dwellethe comonly, he mofte gete Grace 
D4 of 
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of him and Leye, to go more fikerly thosghe 
tho Londes and Contrees. And for to go to 
the Mount of Syzay, before that Men gon to 
Ferufalem, thei {challe go fro Gaza to the 
Caftelle of Daire. Andafter that, Men comen 
out of Surryeggand entren in to Wylderneffe, 
and there the W eye is long. And that Wyl- 
derneffe and Defert laftethe 8 Journeyes. But 
alleweyes Men fynden gode Innes, and alle 
that hem nedethe of Vytaylle. And Men 
clepen that Wylderneffe ¢ Achelleke. And 
whan a Man comethe out of that Defert, he 
entrethe in to Hg ypt, that Men clepen Lg yprt 
Canopac: andaftre other Langage, Menclepen 
it ©Morfyw. And there firft Men fynden a 
code Toun, that is clept ‘ Belethe; and it is 
- at the.ende of the K yngdom of Halappee. 
And from thens Men gon to Babyloyne and to 
Cayre. 

At Babyloyne there is a faire Chirche of oure 
Lady, where fche dwelled 7 Zeer, whan {che 
fleyghe out of the Lond of Fudee, for drede 
of Kyng Heroude. And there lythe the Body 
of Seynt Barbre the Virgine and Martyr. And 
there duelled his ephe, whan he was fold of 
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hisBretheren, And there made Nabugodono- 
zor the Kyng putte three Children in to the 
Forneys of Fuyr; for thei weren in the righte 
Trouthe of Beleeve: The whiche Children 
Men cleped, duanya, Azaria, Mizaelle; as 
the Plalm of Benedicite feythe. But Naba- 
godonozor cleped hem other wile, Sydrak, 
Mifak and Abdenago: that is to feye, God 
glorious, God victorious, and God over alle 
Thinges and Remes. And that was for the 
Myracle, that he faughe Goddes Sone go with 
the Children thorghe the Fuyr, as he feyde. 
There duellethe the Soudan in his Ca/ahelyke, 
(for there is comounly his See) in a fayr Ca- 
{telle {trong and gret and wel {ett upon a Roche. 
In that Caftelle duellen alle wey, to kepe ie 
and to ferve the Sowdan, mo than 6000 Per- 
fones, that taken alle here Neceflaries of the 
SowdanesCourt. Ioughte right wel to knowen 
it- For I duelled with him as Soudyour in his 
Werres a gret while, azen the 8 Bedoynes. And 
he wolde have maryed me fulle highely, toa 
gret Princes Daughtre, zif I wolde han for- 
faken my Lawe and my Beleve. But I thanke 
God, I had no wille to don it, for no thing, 
that he behighten me. And zee {chulle undre- 
{tonde, that the Soudan is Lord of 5 Kyng- 
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domes, that he hathe conquered and apropred 
to him be Strengthe: And theife ben the 
Names, the Kyngdom of Canuapak, that is E- 
gypt; and the Kyngdom of feru/alem, where 
that David and Salomon were Kynges; and 
the Kyngdom of Swrrye, of the whiche the 
Cytee of Damafc was chief; and the Kyng- 
dom of Alappe, in the Lond of * Mathe, 
and the Kyngdom of Arabye, that was to on 
of the 3 Kynges, that made Offryng to oure 
Lord, whan he was born. And many othere, 
Londes he holdethe in his Hond. And there 
with alle he holdethe Calyffes, that is a fulle 
gret thingin here Langage: And itis alsmeche 
to feye as Kyng. And there were wont to 


_ben 5 Soudans: but now there’is no mo but 


he of Egypt. And the firfte Soudan was 'Za- . 
rocon, that was of Mede, (as was Fadre to 
Sahaladyn) that toke the Califfe of Egypt 
and floughe him, and was made Soudan be 
Strengthe. Aftre that was Soudan, Sahbala- 
dyn, in whoos tyme the Kyng of Exgloude,, 
Richardethe firfte, with manye othere, kepten 
the paflage, that Sabaladyx ne myghte not 
paffen. Aftre Sabaladyn, regned his Sone 
k Boradyu: andaftre him his Nephewe. Aftre 
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that ! the Comaynz, that weren in Servage in 
Egypt, felten hem felf, that thei weren of 
sret Power, thet chefen hem a Soudain amonges 
het the whiche made ™ him to ben cleped 
1 Melethefalan. And in his tyme entred in 
to the Contree, of the Kynges of France, Seynt 
Lowyz, and foughte with him: and the Sou- 
dan toke him and epprifound him. And this 
_was flayn of his owne Servauntes. And aftre 
thei chofen an other to be Soudan, that thei 
cleped Tympieman. And he let delyveren 
Seynt Lowys out of Prefoun, for certeyn Ran- 
foum. And aftre on of theife Comaynz reo- 
ned, that highteCachas, and floughe 7 ympie- 
wan, for to be Soudan: and made him ben 
cleped ° Melechemes. And aftre, another that 
hadde to Name P Bexdochdare, that floughe 
Melechemes, for to be Soudan; and cleped 
himfelf 4 Melechdare. In his tyme, entred the 
code Kyng Adward of Enuglond in Syrye, and 
dide gret harm to the Sarrazines. And aftre 
was this Soudan enpoyfound at Damafce ; 
and his Sone thoghte to regne aftre him be 
Heritage, and made him to ben cleptt Me- 
Lefehfache. But another, that had to Name 
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Elphy, chaced him out of the Contree, and 
made him Soudan. ‘This Man toke the Cytee 
of Tripollee and deftroyede manye of the 
Criftene Men, the Zeer of Grace 1289: but 
he was anon flayn. Aftre that was the 
Sone of L/phy chofen to’ ben Soudan, and 
cleped him ° Mellethafferaff: and he toke the 
Citee of Akewn, and chaced out the Criftene 
Men: And. this was alfo enpoyfond. And 
than was his Brother y made Soudan, and was - 
cleped Melechnaffer. And aftre, on that was 
clept * Guytoga, toke him and put him in Pxi- 
foun, in the "Caftelle of Mountryvalle ; and 
made him Soudan be ftrengthe, and cleped him 
x Melechcadelle: And he was of Tartaryne. 
But the Comaynz chaced him out of the Con- 
tree, and diden hym meche Sorwe ; and ma- 
den on of hem felf Soudan, that hadde to 
Name y Lachyn. And he made him to ben 
clept * Melechmanfer: the whiche on a Day 
pleyed at the Cheffe, aad his Swerd lay be- 
{yde him; and fo befelle, that on wratthed 
him, and with his owne propre Swerd he was 
flayn. And aftre that, thei weren at gret 
Difcord, for to make aSoudan. And fynally 
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thei accordeden to Melechnajfer, that Guytoga 
had put in Prifoun at Mountrivalle. And 
this regnede longe and governed wifely ; fo 
that his eldeft Sone was chofen aftre him, 
Melechemader; the whiche his Brother + leet 
fle prevyly, for to have the Lordfchipe, and 
made him to ben clept > Melechmadabron. 
And he was Soudan, whan I departed fro the 
Contrees. And wyte zee wel, that the Sou- 
dan may lede out of Agzpt, mo than 20000 
Men of Armes. . And out of Surryey and out 
of Furkye, and out of other Contrees, that 
he holt, he may arrere mo than sooco. And 
alle tho ben at his Wages: and thei ben alle 
weys at him, withouten the Folke of his Con- 
tree, that is withouren Nombre. And eve- 
ryche of hem hath be Zere, the mountance 
ef 6 {core Floreynes. But it behovethe, that 
every of hem holde 3 Hors and a Cameylle. 
And be the Cytees and be the Townes, ben 
Amyralles, that han the Governance of the 
Peple. On hath to governe 4, and another 
hath to governe 5, another mo, and another 
wel mo. And als moche takethe the Amy- 
ralle be him allone, as alle the other Souldy- 
ours han undrehym. And therfore whan the 
Soudan wille avance ony worthiKnyghte, he 
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makethe him a Amyralle. And whan it is ony 
Derthe, the Knyghtes ben right pore, and 
thanne thei {ellen bothe here Hors and here 
Harneys. And the Soudan hathe 4 Wyfes, 
on Criftene and 3 Sarazines: of the whiche; 
on dwellethe at ferufalem, and another at 
‘Damafce, and another at_4/¢alon. And whan 
hem lyft, thei remewen to otherCytees. And 
whan the Soudan wille, he may go vifite hem. 
And he hathe as many Paramours, as hym 
lykethe. For he makethe to come before him, 
the faireft and the noblefte of Birthe and the 
gentyllefte Damyfeles of his Contree, and he 
makethe hem to ben kept and ferved fulle ho- 
nourabely, and whan he wole have on to lye 
withe him, he makethe hem alle to come be- 
fore him; and he beholdethe in alle, whiche 
of hem-is moft to- his plefance, and to hire 
anon he fendethe or caftethe a Ryng fro his 
Fyngre: And thanne anon {che {challe ben 
bathed and richely atyred, and anoynted with 
delicat thinges of {wete {fmelle, and than lad 
to the Soudanes Chambre. And thus he dothe, 
als often as him lift, when he wil have ony 
of hem. And before the Soudan comethe no 
Strangier, but zif he be clothed in Clothe of 
Gold or of Tartarye or of Camaka, inthe Sa- 
yazines guyfe, and as the Sarazines ulen. 
And 
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And it behovethe, that anon at the firfte fight, 
that Men fee the Soudan, be it in Wyndowe, 
or in what place elles, that Men knele to him 
and kyffle the Erthe: for that is the manere 
to do Reverence to the Soudanne, of hem that 
{peken with him. And whan that Meffan- 
geres of {traunge Contrees comen before him, 
< the Meynee of the Soudan, whan the Straun- 
geres {peken to hym, thei ben aboute the Soul- 
dan. with Swerdes drawen and Gyfarmez and 
Axes, here Armes lift up in highe with the 
Wepenes, for to imyte upon hem, zif thei 
feye ony Woord, that is difplefance to the 
Soudan. And alfo,’ no Straungere comethe 
before him, but that he makethe him fum Pro- 
mys and Graunt, of that the Straungere ask- 
ethe refonabely, befo it be not azenft his Lawe. 
And fo don othere Prynces bezonden. For 
thei feyn, that no Man {challe come before 
no Prynee, but that he be bettre, and {challe 
be more gladdere in departynge from his pre- 
fence, thanne he was at the comynge before 
hym. 

And undirftonde zee, that that Babyloyne 
that I have fpoken offe, where that the Sou- 
dan duellethe, is not that gret Babyloyne, 
where the Dyverfitee of Langages was firft 
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made for Vengeance, by the Myracle of God; 
when the grete Tour of Babe/ was begonnen 
to ben made; of the whiche the Walles weren 
464 Furlonges of heighthe; that is in the 
grete Defertes of Arabye, upon the Weye, as 
Men gon toward the Kyngdom of Ca/dee. 
But itis fulle longe fithe that ony Man durfte 
neyhe to the Tour: for it is alle deferte and 
fulle of Dragouns and grete Serpentes, and 
fulle of dyverfe venymoufeBeftes alle abouten. 
That Tour, with the Cytee, was of 25 Myle 
in cyrcuyt of the Walles; as thei of the Con- 
tree feyn, and as Men may demen by efty- 
thatioun, aftre that Men tellen of the Con- 
tree. And thoughe it be clept the Tour of 
Babiloyne, zit natheles there were ordeyned 
with inne many Manfiouns and many gret 
duellynge Places, in lengthe and brede: And 
that ‘Tour conteyned gret Contree in circuyt: 
For the Tourallone conteyned 10 Mylefqware. 
That Tour founded Kyng Nembrothe, that 
was Kyng of that Contree: and he was firfte 
Kyng of the World. And he leet make an 
Ymage in the lykneffle of his Fadre; and con- 
{treyned alle his Subgettes for to worfchipe it: 
And anon begonnen othere Lordes to do the 
fame. And fo begonnen the Ydoles and the 
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Symulacres firft. The Town and the Cytee 
weren fulle wel fett in a fair Contree and a 
Playn; that Men clepen the Contree of * Sa- 
mar: of the whiche the Walles of the Cytee 
werein £200 Cubytes in heighte, and 50 Cu- 
bytes in breadthe. And the Ryvere of Eu- 
phbrate ran thorghe out the Cytee and aboute 
the Tour alfo. But Czruas the Kyng of Per fe 
toke from hem the Ryvere, and deftroyede 
alle the Cytee and the Tour alfo. For he de- 
parted that Ryvere in 360 {male Ryveres; be- 
caufe that he had {worn, that he{fcholde putte 
the Ryvere in fuche poynt, that a Woman 
myghte wel pafle there, withouten caftynge 
of of hire Clothes ; for als moche as he hadde 
loft many worthi Men, that troweden to 
paffen that Ryvere by {wymmynge. 

And from Babyloyne, where the Soudan 
dwellethe, to go right betwene the 8 Oryent 
and the Septemtryon, toward the grete Ba- 
byloyne, is 40 Journeyes to paffen be Delart. 
- But it is not the grete Babzloyne, in the Lond 
and in the Powere of the feyd Soudan; but 
it is in the Power and the Lordichipe of Per- 
fxe. But he holdethe it of the grete Cham, 
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that is the grettefte Emperour and the moft So- 
vereyn Lord.of alle the parties bezonde: and 
he is Lord of the Iles of Cathay and of ma- 
ny othere Iles, and of a gret partie of Inde. 
And his Lond marchethe unto Prefire ‘Fobnes 
Lond; and he holt fo moche Lond, that he 
knowethe not the ende. And he is more © 
myghty and grettre Lord withoute Compari- 
foun, than is the Soudan. Of his ryalle E- 
{tate and of his Myghte, I {challe fpeke more 
plenerly, whan I{challe {peke of the Lond and 
of the Contree of Zude. 

Alfo the Cytee of » Methoue where Ma- 
chomet lythe, is of the grete Defertes of 4- 
vabye. And there lithe the Body of hym fulle 
honourabely in here Temple, that the Sara- 


_ zines clepen Muskethe. © And it is fro Baby- 


Joyne the leffe, where the Soudan duellethe, 
unto Methon aboveleyd, in to a32 Journeyes. 
And wytethe wel, that the Rewme of Ara- 
bye is a fulle gret Contree: but there in is 
over moche Dyiert. Anduo Man may dwelle 
there in that Defert, for defaute of Watre. 
For that Lond is alle gravelly and fulle of 
Sond. And it is drye and nothing fru@tuous ; 
becaufe that it hathe no Moyfture: and ther- 
fore is there fo. meche Defart. \ And zif it 
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hadde Ryveres and Welles; and the Lond alfo 
were, as it is in other parties, it icholde ben 
als fulle of Peple and als fulle enhabyted with 


Folk, as in other Places. Fort there is fulle 
ret Multitude of Peple, where as the Lond 


is enhabyted. Arabye durethe fro the endes 
of the Reme of Ca/dee, unto the lafte ende of 
Affryk, and marchethe to the Lond of Ydumee, 
toward the ende of Botron. And in Caldee, 
the chief Cytee is ' Baldak. And of Affryk, 
the chief Cytee is Cartage, that Dydo, that 
was Eneas Wyf, founded. The whiche Axe- 
as was of the Cytee of Troye, and aftre was 
Kyng of Itaylle. Mefopotamye ftrecchethe 
alfo unto the Defertes of Arabye ; and. it is 
a gret Contree. In this Contree is the Cytee 
of Araym, where Abrahames Fadree duelled; 
and from whens Abraham departed, be Com- 
mandement of the Aungelle. And of that 
Cytee was k kffraym, that was a gret Clerk 
and a gret Doctour. And Theophylus was of 
that Cytee alfo, that oure Ladye favede from 
oure Enemye. And Mée/opotame durethe fro 
the Ryvere of Hufrates, unto the Ryvere of 
_Tygris. For it is betwene tho 2 Ryveres. And 
bezonde the Ryvere of Tygre, is Caldee, that 
is a fulle gret Kyngdom. In that Rewme, at 
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Baldak abovefeyd, was wont to duelle the 
Calyfteez, that was wont to ben bothe as 
Emperour and Pope of the rabyenez; fo 
that he was Lord Spirituelle and Temporelle. 
And he was Succeflour to Machomete, and 
of his Generatioun. ‘That Cytee of Baldak 
was wont to ben cleped | Sutzs: and Nabugo- 
donozer founded it. And there duelled the 
Holy Prophete Danze/; and there he faughe 
Vifionnes of Hevene; and there he made the 
Expofitioun of Dremes. And-in old tyme, 
there were wont to be 3 Calyffez; and thei 
dwelleden in the Cytee of Baldak above- 
feyd. 

And at Cayre befides Babyloyne, duelled the 
Calyffee of Egypt. And at Marrok, upon 


the Weft See, duelte the Calyffee of Barba- 


ryenes and of Affrycanes. And now is there 
non of the Calyffeez, ne noughte han ben, 
fithe the tyme of Sowdan Sahaladyn. For 
from that tyme hidre, the Sowdan clepethe 
him felf Calyffee. And fo han the Calyffeez 
y loft here Name. »Alfo wytethe wel, that 
Babyloyne the lefle, where the Soudan duel- 
lethe, and at the Cytee of Cayr, that is nyghe 
befyde it, ben orete huge Cytees manye and 
fayr; and that on fytt nyghe that other. Ba- 
 Sufa. 
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can Ae upon the Ryvere of Gy/av, fom- 
tyme clept Ny/e, that comethe out of Paradys 
terrefire. That Ryvere of Ny/e, alle the zeer, 
whan the Sonne entrethe in to the Signe of 
Cancer, it begynnethe to wexe; and it wex- 
ethe alle weys, als longe as the Sonne is in 
Cancro, and in the Signe of Lyoune. And it 
wexethe in fuche manere, that it is fomtyme 
fo gret, that it is 20 Cubytes or more of dep- 
neffe: and thanne it dothe gret Harm to the 
Godes, that ben upon the Lond. For thanne 
may no Man trayaylle to ere the Londes, 
for the grete Moyftneffe: And therfore is 
there dere Tyme in that Contree. And alfo 
whan it wexethe lytylle, it isdere Tyme in 
that Contree: For defaute of Moyfture. And 
whan the Sonne is in the Signe of Vzrgo, 
thanne begynnethe the Ryvere for to wane 
and to decrece lytyl and lytylle; fo that 
whan the Sonne is entred in to the Signe of 
Libra, thanne thei entren betwene theifeRy- 
veres. This Ryvere comethe rennynge from 
Paradys terreftre, betwene the Defertes of 
Ynde; and aftre it fmytt unto Londe, and 
rennethe longe tyme many grete Contrees 
undre Erthe: And aftre it gothe out undre 
an highe Hille, that Men clepen Alothe, that 
is betwene Tude and Ethiope, the diftance of 
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five Moneths Journeyes fro the entree of £- 
rhiope. And aftre it envyronnethe alle £- 
hg and ™ Morekane, and gothe alle along 
fro the Lond of Egipte, unto the Cytee of 
Alifandre, to the ende of Lgzpte; and there 
it fallethe into the See. Aboute this Ryvere 
ben manye Briddes and Foules, as Szkonyes, 
that thei clepen Ibes. 

Egypt is a long Contree ; but it is ftreyt, 
that is to ar narow: for thei may not en- 
largen it toward the Defert, for defaute of 
Watre. And the Contree is fett along upon 
the Ryvere of Ny/e ; be als moche as that 
Ryvere may ferve be Flodes or otherwife, 
that whanne it flowethe, it may fpreden a- 
brood thorghe the Contree: fo is the Contree 
large of Lengthe. For there it reyneth not but 
litylle in that Contree: and for that Caufe, 
they have no Watre, but zif it be of that 
Flood of that Ryvere. And for als moche 
as it n¢é reynethe not in that Contree, but the 
Eyr is alwey pure and cleer, therfore in that 
Contree ben the gode Aftronomyeres: for 
thei fynde there no Cloudes, to letten hem. 
Alfo the Cytee of Cayre is righte gret, and 
more huge than that of Babyloyne the lefie : 
And it fy tt aboven toward the Defert of S¥y- 
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vye, a lytille aboven the Ryvere abovefeyd. 
In Egzp¢ there ben 2 patties; the Heghte, 
that is toward Erhiope; and the Loweneffe, 
that is towardes Arabye. In Egypt is the 
Lond of Ramajfes and the Lond of Geffen. 
Egipt isa ftrong Contree: for it hathe ma- 
nye fchrewede Havenes, becaufe of the grete 
Roches, that ben ftronge and daungeroufe to 
pafle by. And at Egzpt, toward the Eft, is 
the rede See, that durethe unto the Cytee of 
Cofton: and toward the Welt, is the Contree 
of Lybye,’ that is a fulle drye Lond, and li- 
tylle of Fruyt: for it is over moche plentee 
of Hete. And that Lond is clept Fujfthe. 
And toward the partie Meridionalleis Ethzope. 
And toward the Northe is the Defart, that 
durethe unto Syrye: And fo is the Contree 
{trong on alle fydes. And it is wel a 15 Jour- 
neyes of Lengthe, and more thantwofomoche 
of Defert: and it is but two Journeyes in 
Largenefle. And betwene Egzp¢ and Nubye, 
it hathe wel a 12 Journees of Defert. And 
Men of Nudye ben Criftene: but thei ben 
blake as the Mowres, for grete Hete of the 
Sonne. 

In Egipt there ben 5 Provynces; that on 
highte Sahythe, that other highte »‘Deme/eer, 
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another Refithe, that is an Ile in Wy/e, ano- 
ther A/:fandre, and another the Lond of ‘Dea- 
miete. That Cytee was wont to be righte 
ftrong: but ic was twyes wonnen of the Cri- 
{tene Men: And therfore after that the Sa- 
yazines beten down the Walles. And with 
the Walles and the Tour thereof, the Sava- 
zines maden another Cytee more fer from the 
the See, and clepeden it the newe Damyete. 
So. that now no Man duellethe at the rathere 
Toun of Damyete. And that Cytee of Da- 
myete is on of the Havenes of Ag ypt: and at 
Alifanare is that other, that is a fulle ftrong 
Cytee. But there is no Watre to drynke, but 
zif it come be Condyt from Ny/e, that en- 
trethe in to here Cifternes. And who fo ftop- 
ped that Watre from hem, thei myghte not 
endure there. In Egypt there ben but fewe 
Forcelettes or Caftelles, be caufe that the 
Contree is fo {trong of him felf. At the De- 
fertes of Egypte was a worthi Man, that was 
an Holy ° Heremyte;. and there mette with 
hym a Monftre, (that is to feyne, a Monftre 
is a thing difformed azen Kynde both of Man 
or of Beft or of ony thing elles: and that is 


° Nota, Of a Merveyle. This Story is in the Life of Paul 
the Hermite, writ by St. Ferom ; and there is a Copy there- 
of in the Cotton Library rooo Years old, 
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cleped a Monftre) And this Monftre, that 
mette with this Holy Heremyte,. was as it 
hadde ben a Man, that hadde 2 Hornes tren- 
chant on his Forhede; and he hadde a Body 
lyk a-Man, unto the Nabele; and benethe he 
hadde the Body Iyche a Goot. And the He- 
remyte asked him, what he was. And the 
Monftre aniwerde him, and feyde, he was a 
dedly Creature, fuche as God hadde formed, 
and duelled in tho Defertes, in purchafynge his 
Suftynance; and befoughte the Heremyte, that 
he wolde preye God for him, the whiche that 
cam from Hevene for to faven alle Mankynde, 
and was born of a Mayden, and fuffred Paffi- 
oun and Dethe, (as we well knowen) be whom 
we lyven and ben. And zit is the Hede with 
the 2 Hornes of that Monftre at Aiz/andre 
for a Marveyle. 

In Egypt is the Cytee of Elyople, that is 
to feyne, the Cytee of the Sonne. In that 
Cytee there is a Temple made round, aftre the 
{chappe of the Temple of Ferufalem. The 
Preftes ofthat Temple han alle hereWrytynges, 
undre the Date of the Foul that is clept ? Fe- 
nix: andthere is non but on in alle the World. 
And he comethe to brenne him felf upon the 

> The Author has this Story from Plimy’s Natural Hiftory. 
Lib. X, Cap, 2, 
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Awtere of the Temple, at the ende of 5 Hun- 
dred Zeer: for fo longe he lyvethe. And at 
the 500 Zeres ende, the Preftes arrayen here 
. Awtere honeftly, and putten there upon Spices 
and Sulphur vif and other thinges, that wolen 
brenne lightly. And than the Brid Fenix 
comethe, and brennethe him felf to Askes. 
And the firft Day next aftre, Men fynden in 
the Askesa Worm; and the fecunde Day next 
aftre, Men funden a Brid quyk and perfyt; 
and the thridde Day next aftre, he fleethe his 
wey. And fo there is no mo Briddes of that 
Kynde in alle the World, but it allone. And 
treuly that is a gret Myracle of God. And 
Men may well lykne that Bryd unto God; be 
caufe that there nys noGod but on; and alfo, 
that oure Lord aroos fré Dethe to Lyve, the 
thridde Day. This Bryd Men feen often tyme, 
fleen in tho Contrees: And he is not meche- 
les more than an Egle. And he hathe a 9Creft 
of Fedres upon his Hed, more gret than the 
Poocok hathe ; and his Nekke is zalowe, af- 
tre colour of an Orielle, that is a Ston well 
fchynynge; And his Bek is coloured blew, 
as Inde; And his Wenges ben of Purpre Co- 
lour, and the Taylle is zelow and red, caftynge 
his Taylle azen in travers. And he is a fulle 
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fair Brid to loken upon, azenft the Sonne: for 
he’ f{chynethe fully glorioufly and nobely. 
Alfo in Egypt ben Gardyns, that han Trees 
and Herbes, the whiche beren Frutes 7 tymes 
in the Zeer. And in that Lond, Men fynden 
many fayre Emeraudes and y nowe. And 
therefore thei ben there grettere cheep. Alfo 
whan it reynethe ones in the Somer, in the 
Lond of Egipt, thanne is alle the Contree 
fulle of grete Myrs. Alfo at Cayre, that I 
{pak of before, fellen Men comounly bothe 
Men and Wommen of other Lawe, as we don 
here Beftes in the Markat. And there is a 
comoun Hows in that Cytee, that is alle 
fulle of fmale Furneys; and thidre bryngen 
Wommen of the Toun here Eyren of Hennes, 
of Gees and of Dokes, for to ben put in to 
tho Furneyfes. And thei that kepen that 
Hows, coveren hem with Hete of Hors Dong, 
with outen Henne, Goos or Doke or ony o- 
ther Foul; and at the ende of 3 Wekes or of 
a Monethe, thei comen azen and taken here 
Chickenes and noriffche hem and bryngen 
hem forthe: fo that alle the Contree is fulle 
of hem. And fo Men don there bothe Wyntre 
and Somer. 
Alfo in that Contree, and in othere alfo, 
Men fynden longe Apples to felle, in hire ce- 
foun: 
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foun: and Men clepen hem Apples of Pa- 
radys ; and thei ben righte {wete and of gode 
Savour. And thoghe zee kutte hem in never 
fo many Gobettes or parties, overthwart of 
end longes, everemore zee fchulle fynden in 
the myddes, the figure of the Holy Cros of 
oure Lord Fef#. But thei wil roten within 
8 Days: And for that Caufe Men may not 
carye of the Apples to no fer Contrees.. And 
thei han grete Leves, of a Fote and an half of 
lengthe : and thei ben covenably large. And 
Men fynden there alfo the Appulle Tree of 
Adam, that hana byte at on of thefydes. And 
there ben alfo Fyge Trees, that beren no Leves, 
but Fyges upon the {male Braunches: and 
Men clepen hem Figes of Pharoon.  Alfo be- 
fyde Cayre, withouten that Cytee, is the Feld 
where Bawme growethe: And it comethe out 
on fmale Trees, that ben non hyere than a 
Mannes: breek Girdille; and thei femen as 
Wode,: that is of the wylde Vyne. And in 
that Feld ben 7 Welles, that oure Lord esis 
Crz/? made with on of hisFeet, whan he wente 
to pleyen with other Children. ‘That Feld is 
not fo well clofed, but that Men may entren 
at here owne lift. But in that Cefonne, that 
the Bawme is growynge, Men put there to 
code kepynge, that no Man dar ben hardy to 
entre. 
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entre. This Bawme growethe in no Place, but 
only there. And thoughe that Men bryngen 
of the Plauntes, for to planten in other Con- 
trees, thei growen wel and fayre, but thei 
bryngen forthe no fructuous thing: and the 
Leves of Bawme ne fallen noughte. And Men 
kutten the Braunches, with a {charp Flyntfton 
or with a {¢harp Bon, whanne Men wil go to 
kutte hem: For who fo kutte hem with Iren, 
it wolde deftroye his Vertue and his Nature. 
And thé Sarazines clepen the Wode Enonch 
balfe ; and theFruyt, the whiche is as © Quy- 
bybes, thei clepen Abebiflam; and the Ly- 
cour, that droppethe fro the Braunches, thei 
clepen Guybalfe. And Men maken alle weys 
that Bawme to ben tyled of the Criftenemen, 
or elles it wolde not fructifye; as the Sara- 
zines feyn hem felf: for it-hathe ben often 
tyme preved. Men feynalfo, that the Bawmie 
srowethe in Zude the more, in that Defert 
where the Trees of the Sonne and of the 
‘Mone {pak to Alifaundre. But I have not 
feen it. For I have not ben fo fer aboven up- 
ward: becaufe that there ben to many peri- 
loufe Paffages. And wyte zee wel, that a 
Man oughte to take gode kepe for to bye 
Bawme, but zif he cone knowe it righte wel: 
t Cubeba, L. 
for 
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for he may righte lyghtely be difceyved. For 
Men fellen a Gome, that Men clepen Turben- 
tyne, in ftede of Bawme; and thei putten there 
to a littille Bawme for to zeven gode Odour. 
And stime putten Wax in Oyle of the Wode 
of the fruyt of Bawme, and feyn that it is 
Bawme: and stime deftyllen Clowes of Gy- 
lofre and of Spykenard of Spayne and of o- 
there Spices, that ben well fmellynge ; and the 
Lykour that gothe out there of, thei clepe it 
Bawme: andthei wenen, that thei han Bawnie; 
and thei have non. For the Sarazines coun- 
trefeten it be fotyltee of Craft, for to difcey- 
ven the Criftene Men, as I have feen fulle 
many atyme. And aftre hem, the Marchaun- 
tis and the Apotecaries countrefeten it eft- 
fones, and than it is laffe worthe, and a gret 
del worfe. But zif it lyke zou, L{challe {chewe, 
how zee ichulle knowe and preve, to the ende 
that zee fchulle not ben difceyved. Firft zee 
{chulle wel knowe, that the naturelle Bawme 
is fulle cleer, and of Cytrine colour, and 
ftronge {mellynge: And zif it be thykke or 
reed or blak, it is fophifticate, that is to feyne, 
contrefeted and made lyke it, for difceyr. 
And undreftondethe, that zif zee wil putte a 
litylle Bawme in the Pawme of zoure hond, 
azen the Sonne, zif it be fyn and gode, zee 
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ne fchulle not fuffre zoure hand azenft the 
hete of the Sonne. Alfo takethe a lytille 
Bawme, with the poynt of aKnif, and touche 
it to the fuyr, and zif it brenne, it is a gode 
figne. Aftre take allo a drope of Bawme, and 
putitin toa Difiche or in a Cuppe with Mylk 
of a Goot; and zif it be naturelle Bawme, a- 
non it wole take and beclippe the Mylk. Or 
put a Drope of Bawme in clere Watre, in a 
Cuppe of Sylver or in a clere Bacyn, and itere 
it wel with the clere Watre; and zif that the 
Bawme be fyn and of his owne kynde, the 
Watre {fchalle nevere trouble: And zif the 
Bawme be fophifticate, that is to feyne coun- 
trefeted, the Watre {challe become anon trou- 
ble: And alfo zif the Bawme be fyn,, it {challe 
falle to the botme of the Veffelle, as thoughe 
it were Quykfylver: For the fyn Bawme is 
more hevy twyes, than is the Bawme, that 
is fophifticate and countrefeted. Now I have 
{poken of Bawme: and now alfo I{challe fpeke 
of an other thing, that is bezonde Babyloyne, 
above the Flode of Nyle, toward the Defert, 
betwene 4frik and Egypt : that is to feyn, 
of the Gerneres of fo/feph, that he leet make, 
for to kepe the Greynes for the perile of the 
dere Zeres. And thei ben. made of Stron, fulle 
wel made of Mafonnes craft: of the whiche 
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two ben merveyloufe grete and hye; and the 
tothere ne ben not fo grete. And every Ger- 
ner hathe a Zate, for to entre with inne, a ly- 
tille hyghe fro the Erthe. For the Lond is 
wafted and fallen,fithe the Gerneres were made. 
And with inne thei ben alle fulle of Serpentes. 
And aboven the Gerneres with outen, ben 
many {fcriptures of dyverfe Langages. And 
fum Men feyn, that thei ben Sepultures of 
rete Lordes, that weren fomtyme; but that 
is not trewe: for alle the comoun rymour and 
{peche is of alle the peple there, bothe fer and 
nere, that thei ben the Garneres of Fo/eph. 
And fo fynden thei in here Scriptures and in 
here Cronycles. On that other partie, zif 
thei werein Sepultures, thei {cholden not ben 
voyd with inne. For zee may well knowe, 
that Tombes and Sepultures ne ben not made 
of fuche gretneffe, ne of fuche highneffe. 
Wherfore it is not to beleve, that thei ben 
Tombes or Sepultures. In Hg ypt alfo there 
ben dyverfe Langages and dyverfe Lettres, and 
of other manere condicioun, than there ben 
in other parties. As I fchalle devyfe zou, 
fuche as thei ben, and the names how thei 
clepen hem; to fuche entent, that zee mowe 
knowe the difference of hem and of othere. 
Athoimis, Buncht, Chinok, Durain, Eni, Fin, 
Gomor, 
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Gomor, Heket, fanny, Karadta, Luzanim, 
Miche, Naryn, Oldache, Pilon, Quyn, Tron, 
Sichen, Thola, “Ormrou, Yph and Zarm, 

Thoit. | 
Now will retourne azén, or I procede ony 
ferthere, for to declare zou the othere weyes, 
that drawen toward Babiloyue, where the Sou- 
dan him felf duellethe, that is at the entree of 
fg ypt ; forals moche as many folk gon thidre 
firft, and aftre that to the Mount Syzay, and 
aftre retournen to Ferufalem, as 1 have feyd 
zou here beforn. For thei fulfillen firft the 
more longe Pilgrymage, and aftre retournen 
azen be the nexte Weyes; becaufe that the 
more nye Weye is the more worthi, and that 
is Ferufalem. For no other Pylorymage is 
not lyk, in comparioun to it. But for to fulle 
fylle here Pilgrymages more efily and more 
fykerly, men gon firft the longer weye. But 
whotfo wil go to Babyloyne, be another weye, 
more {chort from the Contrees of the Weft, 
that I have reherced before; or from other 
Contrees next fro hem; than Men gon by 
Fraunce, be Burgoyne and be Lombardye. Xt 
nedethe not to telle zou the names of theCy- 
tees, ne_ of the Townes that ben in that Weye: 
For the Weye is comoun, and it is knowen 
of many Naciouns. And there ben many Ha- 
F venes, 
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venes, that Men taken the See. Stime Meni 
taken the See at Gene, some at Venyce, and 
paffen by the See Adryatyk, that is clept the 
Goulf of Veny/e, that departethe 7taylle and 
Greece on that fyde. And séme gon to Na- 
ples, some to Rome, and from Rome to s Bran- 
dys, and there thei taken the See: and in ma- 
ny othere places, where that Havenes ben. 
And Men gon be Tuffye, be Champayne, be. 
Calabre, be Appuzlle, and be the Hilles of 
Ttaylle, Chorifge, be Sardyne, and be Cyezle, 
that is a gret Ile and a gode. In that Ile of 
Cycile, there ys a maner of a Gardyn, in the 
whiche ben many dyverfe Frutes. And the 
Gardyn is alweys grene and florisfhing, alle 
the cefouns of the Zeer, als wel in Wyntre es 
in Somer. That Yle holt in compas aboute 
350 Frenfche. Myles. And betwene Cyce/e 
and Itaylle there is not but a lytille Arm of 
the See, that Men clepen the Farde of Mef- 
eyne. And Cyczle is betwene the See Adrya- 
tyk andthe See of Lombardye. And fro Cy- 
cyle in to Calabre is but 8 Myles of Lom- 
bardye. _And in Cyczle there is a manere of 
Serpentes, be the whiche Men affayen and 
preven, where here Children ben Baftardis or 
none, or of lawefulle Mariage. For zif thei 
* Brindifi, Brundufri. 


ben 


Siv John Maundevile, Kt. 9 67 


ben born in righte Mariage, the Serpentes gon 
aboute hem, and don hem non harm:. and 
zif thei ben born in Avowtrie, the Ser- 
pentes byten hem and envenyme hem. And 
thus manye wedded Men preve, zif the Chil- 
dren ben here owne. Alfo in that Ile is the 
Mount Ethva, that Men clepen Mount Gy- 
belle; and the Wlcanes, that ben evere- 
more brennynge. And there ben 7 places, 
that brennen and that caften out dyverfe 
flawmes and dyverfe colour. And be the 
chaungynge of tho Flawmes, Men of that 
Contree knowen, whanne it fchalle be Derthe 
or gode tyme, or cold er hoot, or moyit or 
drye, or in alle othere maneres, how the tyme 
{challe be governed. And from ftaz/le un- 
to the /V/canes, nys but 25 Myle. And 
Men feyn, that the /V/cazes ben Weyes of 
Helle. 

Allo whofo gothe be Py/e, zif that Men 
lift to go that Weye, there is an Arm of the 
See, where that Men gon to othere Havenes 
in tho Marches. And than Men pafien be 
the lle of Greaf; that is at Geve : And aftre 
arryvethe Men inGvece at tne Havene of the 
Cytee of Myrok, or at the Havene of “alone, 
or at the Cytee of ‘Duras: and there is a 
Duk at Duras, or at othere Havenes in the 
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Marces: And fo Men gon to Coflautynoble. 
And aftre gon Men be Watre, to the Ile of . 
Crete and to the Ile of Rodes, and fo to (y- 
pre, and fo to Athens, and fro thens to Co- 
flantynoble. | 
To holde the more righte Weye be See, itis 
welar880Myle of Lombardye. And aftre fr6 
Cipre Men gon be See, and leven Feru/alem 
and alle the Contree on the left hond, unto 
Lg ypt, and arryven at the Cytee of Damyetey 
that was wont to be fulle ftrong, and it iyct 
at the entree of Lgypt. And fro Damyete, 
gon Men to the Cytee of Auzanudre, that 
fyct alfo upon the See. In that Cytee was 
icynte Kateryne beheded. And there was 
feynt Afark the Evangelift martyred and bu- 
ryed. But the Emperour Leouvz made his Bones 
to ben broughte to Veny/e. And zit there is 
at Alizandre a faire Chirche, alle white with- 
outen peynture: and fo ben alle the othere 
Chirches, that weren of the Criftene Men, alle 
white with inne. For the Paxemes and the 
Sarrazynes maden hem white, for to fordon 
the Ymages of Seyntes, that weren peynted 
on the Walles. ‘That Cytee of 4lizandre is 
wel 30 Furlonges in lengthe: but itis but ro 
on largeneffe. And it is a fulle noble Cytee 
andafayr. At that Cytee, entrethe the Ry- 
E vere 
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vere of Ny/e in to the See; as I to zou have 
feyd before. In that Ryvere Men fynden ma- 
ny precyoufe Stones, and meche alfo of Lzg- 
num Aloes: and itis a manere of Wode, that 
comethe out of Paradys terreftre, the whiche 
is good for manye dyverfe Medicynes: and it 
is righte dereworthe. And fro A/zzandre Men 
gon to Babyloynwe, where the Soudan dwel- 
lethe; that fytt alfo upon the Ryvere of Ny. 
And this Weye is moft fchort, for to go 
ftreyghte unto Badbzloyne. 

Now {chall I feye zou alfo the Weye, that 
sothe fro Babzloyne to the Mount of Synay, 
where Seynte Kateryne lythe. He mofte pafle 
be the Defertes of Arabye; be the whiche De- 
fertes, Moy/fes ladde the Peple of I/rael: and 
thanne pafle Men be the Welle, that Aloy/es 
made with his hond in the Defertes, whan 
the People grucched, for thei fownden no 
thing to drynke. And than paffe Men be the 
Welle of Marache, of the whiche the Watre 
was firft byttre: but the Children of L[/rael 
putten there inne a Tree; and anon the Wa- 
tre was {wete and-gode for todrynke. And 
thanne gon Men be Defart unto the Vale of 
E'lyn; in the whiche Vale be 12 Welles: and 
there ben 72 Trees of Palme, that beren the 
Dates, the whiche A/oy/és fond with theChil- 
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dren of Ifrael. And fro that Valeye, is but 
a gode Journeye to the Mount of Syuay. 

And whofo wil go be another Weye fro 
Babiloyne, than Men gothe be the Rede See, 
that isan Arm of the See Occeaz. And there 
pafled Moy/és, with the Children of Tfrael, o- 
verthwart the See, alle drye, whan Pharao 
the Kyng of Egypt chaced hem. And that 
See is wel a 6 Myle of largeneffe in bredthe. 
And in that See was Pharao drowned and alle 
his Hooft, that he ladde. ‘That See is not 
more reed than another See; but in fome place 
thereof is the Gravelle reede: and therfore 


Men clepen it the Rede See. That See ren- 
nethe to the endes of 4rabye and of Pale- 


fiyne. That See laftethe more than 4 Jour- 


neyes. And then gon Men be Defert, unto 
the Vale of H/yz: and frothens to the Mount 
of Syvay. And zee may wel undirftonde, that 
be this Defert, no Man may go on-Hors back, 
be caufe that there nys nouther Mete for 
Hors ne Watre to drynke. And for that caufe, 
Men paffen that Defere with Camelle. For 
the Camaylle fynt alle wey Mete in Trees and 
on Bufshes, that he fedethe him with. And 
he may well fafte fro Drynk, 2 dayes or 3: 

and that may non Hors don. 
And wyte wel, that from Badsloyne to the 
Mount 
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Mount Syzay, is wel a 12 code Journeyes : 
and fome Men maken hem more: and tome 
Men haften hem and peynen hem; and there- 
fore thei maken hem leffe.. And alle weys 
fynden Men Latyneres to go with hem in the 
Contrees, and ferthere bezonde, in totyme that 
Men conne the Langage. And it behovethe 
Men to bere Vitaille with hem, that {challe 
duren hem in tho Defertes, and other necefla- 
ries for to lyve by. 

And the Mount of Syway is clept the De- 
fert of Syze, that is for to feyne, the Bufiche 
brennynge: becaufe there Moy/és fawghe oure 
Lord God many tymes, in forme of Fuyr bren- 
nynge upon that Hille ; and alfo in a Bufiche 
brennynge; and fpak to him. And that was 
at the Foot of the Hille. There is an Abbeye 
of Monkes, wel bylded and wel clofed with 
Zates of Iren, for drede of the wylde Beftes. 
And theMonkes ben Avrabyenes, or Men of 
Greece - and there is a gret Covent; and alle 
thei ben as Heremytes, and thei drynken no 
Wyn, but zif it be on principale Feftes: and 
thei ben fulle devoute Men, and lyven pore- 
ly andfympely, with Joutes and with Dates: 
and thei don gret Abftynence and Penaunce. 
There is the Chirche of Seynte Kateryne, in 
she whiche ben manye Lampes brennynge. 

F 4 Fox 
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For thei han of Oyle of Olyves y now, bothe 
for to brenne in here Lampes, and to ete alfo: 
And that plentee have thei be the Myracle of 
God. For the Ravenes and the Crowes and 
the Choughes, and other Foules of the Con- 
tree affemblen hem there every Zeer ones, 
and fleen thider as in pilgrymage : and eve- 
ryche of hem bringethe a Braunche of the 
Bayes or of Olyve, in here Bekes, in {tede of 
Offryng, andleven hem there; of the whiche 
the Monkes maken gret plentee of Oyle: and 
this isa gret Marvaylle. And fithe that Foules, 
that han no kyndely Wytt ne Refoun, gon 
thidre to feche thar glorioufe Virgyne; wel 
more oughten Men than to feche hire and to 
worfchipen hire. Alfo behynde the Awtier 
of that Chirche, is the place where Moy/es 
{aughe oure Lord God in a brennynge Bufiche. 
And whanne the Monkes entren in to that 
place, thei don of bothe Hofen and Schoon 
orBotes alweys; becaufe that oure Lord feyde 
to Moyfes, ‘Do of thin Hofen and thi Schon: 
for the place that thou flondeft on, is Lond 
holy and bleffed. And the Monkes clepen that 
place Bezeleel, that is to feyne, the Scha- 
dew of God. And befyde the highe Awtiere, 
3 degrees ‘of heighte, is\the t Fertre of Ala- 
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baftre, where the Bones of Seynte Kateryne 
lyzn. And the Prelate of the Monkes {chew- 
ethe the Relykes to the Pilgrymes. And with 
an Inftrument of Sylver, he frorethe the Bones; 
and thanne ther gothe out a lytylle Oyle, as 
thoughe it were a maner Jwetynge, that is 
nouther lyche to Oyle né to Bawme; but it is 
fulle {were of fmelle: And of that thei zevena 
litylle to the Pilgrymes ; for there gothe out 
but litylle quantitee of the Likour. And af- 
tre that thei ichewen the Heed of Seynte Xa- 
teryne, and the Clothe that iche was wrapped 
inne, that is zit alle blody. And in that fame 
Clothe fo y wrapped, the Aungeles beren hire 
Body to the Mount Syzay, and there thei bu- 
ryed hire with it. And thanne thei fchewen 
the Buffche, that brenned and wafted noughr, 
in the whiche oure Lord {pak to A/oy/es, and 
othere Relikes y nowe.. Alfo whan the Pre- 
late of the Abbeye is ded, I have undirftonden, 
be informacioun, that his Lampe quenchethe. 
And whan thei chefen another Prelate, zif he 
be a gode Man and worthi to be Prelate, his 
Lampe fchal lighte, with the Grace of God, 
withouten touchinge of ony Man. For eve- 
ryche of hem hathe aLampe be him felf. And 
be here Lampes, thei knowen wel whan ony 
of hem {challe dye. For whan ony fchalle 
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dye, the Lyghte begynnethe to chaunge and 
to wexe dym.. And zif he be chofen to ben 
Prelate, and is not worthi, is Lampe quench- 
ethe anon. And other Men han told me, that 
he that fyngethe the Maffe for the Prelate that 
is ded, he fchalle fynde upon the Awtier the 
Name writen, of him that fchalle be Prelate 
chofen. And fo upon a Day Tasked of the 
Monkes, bothe on and other, how this befelle. 
But thei wolde not telle me no thing, in to 
the tyme that I feyde, that thei fcholde not 
hyde the Grace, that God did hem; but that 
thei fcholde publiffche it, to make the Peple 
to have the more Devocioun ; and that thei 
diden fynne, to hide Goddis Myracle, as me 
femed. For the Myracles, that God hathe don, 
and zit dothe every Day, ben the Wytneffe 
of his Myghte and of his Merveylles; as‘Da- 
vid feytheintheP/auftere; Mirabilia Tefii- 
monia tua, Domine: that is to feym; Lord, 
thi Merveyles ben the Wytneffe. And thanne 
thei tolde me, bothe on and other, how it 
befelle fulle many a tyme: but more, Imyghte 
not have of hem. In thar Abbeye, ne en- 
trethe not no Flye ne Todes ne Ewtes, ne 
fuche foule venymoufe Beftes, ne Lyzs ne 
Flees, be the Myracle of God and of oure 
Lady. For there were wont to ben many fuche. 

manere 
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manere of Filthes, that the Monkes werein in 
wille to leve the Place and the Abbeye, and 
weren gon fro thens, upon the Mountayne 
aboven, for to efchewe that Place. And 
oure Lady cam to hem, and bad hem tournen 
azen: And fro this forewardes, nevere en- 
tred fuche Filthe in that Place amonges hem, 
ne neyere {challe entre here aftre. Alfo be- 
fore the Zate, is the Welle, where Moy/es 
{mot the Ston, of the whiche the Watre cam 
out plenteoufly. 

Fro that Abbeye Men gon up the Moun- 
tayne of Afoy/es, be many degrees: and there 
Men fynden firft a Chirche of oure Lady, where 
that fche mette the Monkes, whan thei fled- 
den awey for the Vermyn abovefeyd. And 
more highe upon that Mountayne, is the 
Chapelle of Helye the Prophete. And that 
Place thei clepen Ored, where of Holy Writt 
{pekethe. Fit ambulavit in fortitudine Cibi 
illius, ufg; ad MontemOred: thatisto feyne ; 
And he wente in Strengthe of that Mete, 
unto the Hille of God, Oreb. And there 
nyghe, is the Vyne that Seynt Yobze the E- 
vaungelift planted, that Men clepen Rez/ins, 
Staphis. Anda lytille aboven, is the Cha- 
pelle of Moy/es, and the Roche where Moy/es 
fleyhe to, for drede, whan he faughe oure 
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Lord face to face. And in that Roche, is 
prented the forme of his Body: for he {mot 
{o ftrongly and fo harde him {elf in that Roche, 
that alle hisBody was dolven with inne, thorghe 
the Myracle of God. And there befyde, is 
the Place, where oure Lord toke to Moy/fes 
the 10 Cémandementes of the Lawe. And 
there is the Cave undre the Roche, where 
Moy/fes duelte, whan he fafted 40 Dayes and 
40Nyghtes. And from that Mountayne, Men 
paffen a gret Valeye, for to gon to another 
Mountayne, where feynt Kateryne was bury- 
ed of the Aungeles of oure Lord. And in 
that Valey, isa Chirche of 40 Martyres: and 
there fingen the Monkes of the Abbeye of- 
tentyme. And that Valey is right cold. And 


-aftre Men gon up the Mountayne of feynt 


Kateryne, that is more highe then the Mount 
of Moyfes. And.there, where feynt Kateryne 
was buryed, is nouther Chirche ne Chapelle, 
ne other duellynge place: But there isan heep 
of Stones aboute the place, where the Body of 
hire was put of the Angles. There was wont 
to ben a Chapelle: but it was caften downe, 
and zit lyggen the Stones there. And alle be 
it that the Colle& of Seynte Kateryne feye, 
that it is the Place, where oure Lord: be- 
taughten the Ten Comandementes to Moy 


fess 


Siv John Maundevile, Kt. 77 


jes, andthere where the bleffed Virgyne feynte 

Kateryne was buryed; that is to undreftonde, 
in o Contree, or in o Place berynge o Name. 
For bothe that on and that othre is clept the 
Mount of Syzay. But there is a gret weye 
from that on to that othre, and a gret deep 
Valeye betwene hem. 
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Of the Defert betwene the Chirche of 
Seyite Kateryne and Jerufalem. Of 
the dvie Tre; and how Rofes cam 
firft in the World. 


| OW aftre that Men han vifited tho ho- 

ly Places, thanne will thei turnen to- 

ward Ferufalem. And than wil thei take leve 
of the Monkes, and recommenden hem to 
here Preyeres. And than thei zeven the Pil- 
grimes of here Vitaylle, for to paffe with, the 
Defertes, toward Surrye. And tho’ Defertes 
duren wel a 13 Journeyes. In that Defere 
dueilyn manye of drrabyenes, that Menclepen 
Bedoynes and Afcopardes. And thei ben folke 
fulle of alle evylle Condiciouns. And thei 
haye 
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havenone Houfes, but Tentes, that thei maken 
of Skynnes of Beftes, as of Camaylles and of 
othere Beftes, that thei eten: and there be- 
nethe thei couchen hem and duellen, in Place, 
where thei may fynden Watre, as on the 
Rede See or elles where. For in that Defert 
is fulle gret defaute of Watre: and often time 
it fallethe, that where Men fynden Watre at 
o tyme in a Place, it faylethe another tyme. 
And for that skylle, thei make none Habita- 
ciouns there. Theife folk, that I {peke of, thei 
tylen not the Lond, ne thei Jaboure noughte: 
for thei cten no Bred, but zif it be ony, that 
dwellen nyghe a gode Toun, that gon thidre 
and eten Bred fom tyme. And thei roften 
here Flefche and here Fifche, upon the hote 
Stones azenft theSonne. Andtheiben ftronge 
Men and wel fyghtynge. And there is fo 
meche multytude of that folk, that thei ben 
withouten nombre. And thei ne recchen of 
no thing, ne don not, but chacen aftreBeftes, 
to eten hem. And thei recchen no thing of 
here Lif: and therfore thei dowten not the 
Sowdan, ne non othre Prince; but thei dar 
wel werre with hem, zif thei don ony thing 
that is grevance to hem. And thei han often 
tyme Werre with the Soudan; and namely, 
that tyme that I was with him. And thei 

beren 
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beren but o Scheld and o Spere, with outen 
other Armes. And thei wrappen here Hedes 
and here Necke, with a gret quantytee of 
white lynnen Clothe. And thei ben righte 
felonoufe and foule, and of curfed kynde. 
And whan Men paffen this Defert, in 
comynge toward Jerufalem, thei comen to 
Berfabee, that was wont to ben a fulle fair 
Town and a delytable, of Criftene Men: And 
zit there ben fumme of here Chirches. In that 
Toun dwelled Abraham the Patriark, a longe 
tyme. That Toun of Ber/fabee, founded Ber- 
fabee the Wif of Sire ‘Urye, the Knyghte; on 
the whiche, Kyng ‘Davzd gatt Salomon the 
wyle; that was Kyng aftre David, » upon 
the 12 Kynredes of Ferufalem, and regned 40 
Zeer. And fro thens gon Men to the Cytee 
of Hbrouw, that is the montance of * 2 gode 
Myle. And it was clept fomtyme the Vale 
of Mamobree, and fumtyme it was clept the 
Vale of Teres, becaule that_4dam wepte there, 
an 100 Zeer, for the dethe of 4bel/e his Sone, 
that Cayz flowghe. 6éron was wont to ben 
the princypalle Cytee of Phzlzffyenes : and 
there duelleden fomtyme the Geauntz. And 
that Cytee was alfo Sacerdotalle, that is to 
feyne, feyntuarie, of the Tribe of Fada: And 
u Super, x The reft of the Engli/fh MSS, have it 12. 
i it 
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it wasfo fre, that Men refceyved there alle ma- 
nere of Fugityfes of other places, for here evyl 
Dedis. In Ebron, ‘fofwe, Calephe, and here 
Companye comen firft to afpyen, how thei 
myghte wynnen the Lond of Behefte. In 
Eloron regned firft Kyng David 7 Zeer and 
an half: And in Ferufalem, he regnede 33 
Zeer and an half. Andin Héroz ben alle the 
Sepultures of the Patriarkes; Adam, Abra- 
ham, Yfaac, and of ‘Jacob; and of here Wyfes, 
Eive, Sarre, and Rebekke, and of Lya: the 
whiche Sepultures the Serazzmes kepen fulle 
curyoufly, and han the place in gret reverence, 
for the holy Fadres, the Patriarkes, that lyzn 
there. And thei fuffre no Criftene man entre 
in to that Place, but zif it be of fpecyalle 
grace of the Soudan. For thei holden Criftene 
men and ewes, as Dogges. And thei feyn, 
that thei fcholde not entre in to fo holy Place. 
And men clepen that Place, where they lyzn, 
Double Spelunke, or double Cave or double 
Dyche; for als meche as that on lyethe above 
that other. And the Sarazzmes clepen that 
Place in here Langage, y Karzcarba; that is 
to feyne, the Place of Patriarkes. And the 
Fewes clepen that Place, 4rbothe. And in 
that fame Place, was dbrabames Hous: and 
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there he fatt and faughe 3 Perfones, and wor- 
{chipte but on; as Holy Writt feythe, Zres 
vidit  unu adoravit : that isto feyne, He 
faughe 3, and worichiped on: and of tho fame 
refceyved Abraham the Aungeles in to his 
Hous. And righte fafte by that Place, isa 
Cave in the Roche, where dam and E've 
duelleden, whan thei weren putt out of Para- 
dyfe; and there goten thei here Children. 
And in that fame Place was 4dam formed and 
made; aftre that that fum men feyn. For 
Men werein wont for to clepe that Place, the 
Feld of Dama/fce ; becaufe that it was in the 
Lord{chipe of Damask. And fro thens was 
he tranflated in to Paradys of Delytes, as 
thei feyn: and aftre that he was dryven out 
of Paradys, he was there left. And the fame 
Day that he was putt in Paradys, the fame 
Day he was put outt: for anon he fynned. 
There begynnethe the Vale of Aron, that 
durethe nyghe to JFerufalem. There the Aun- 
gelle commaunded Adam, that he {cholde 
-duelle with his Wyf Ave; of the whiche he 
gatt Sethe ; of whiche Tribe, that is to feye, 
Kynrede, e/a Cri? was born. In that Va- 
leye is a Feld, where men drawen out of the 
Erthe a thing, that men clepen Cambyl/e-: and 
thei ete it in ftede of Spice, and thei bere it to 
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felle. And Men may not make the hole ne 
the Cave, where it is taken out of the Erthe, 
fo depe ne fo wyde, but that it is, at the 
Zeres ende, fulle azen up to the fydes, thorgh 
the Grace of God. . 
And 2 Myle from Edrow is the Grave of 
Lothe, that was Abrahames Brother. Anda 
lytille fro Ebron, is the Mount of Mamore, 
of the whiche the Valeye takethe his Name. 
And there is a Tree of Oke, that the Sava- 
zines clepen % Dzrpe, that is of 4brabames 
tyme, the whiche Men clepen the drye Tree. 
And thei feye, that it hathe ben there, fithe 
the beginnynge of the World; and was fum- 
tyme grene, and bare Leves, unto the tyme 
that oure Lord dyede on the Cros; and thanne 
it dryede ; and fo dyden alle the Trees, that 
weren thanne in the World. And fumme 
feyn, be here Prophecyes, that a Lord, a 
Prynce of the Weft fyde of the World thalle 
wynnen the Lond, of Promyffioun, that is the 
Holy Lond, withe helpe of Criftene Men; 
and he {challe do fynge a Maffe undir that drye 
Tree, and than the Tree {challe wexen grene 
and bere bothe Fruyt and Leves. And thorghe 
that Myracle manye Sarazines and Fewes 
{chulle ben turned to Criftene Feythe. And 
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therfore thei don gretWor{chipe thereto, and 
kepen it fulle befyly. And alle be it fo, that 
it be drye, natheles zit he berethe gret vertuc: 
for certeynly he that hathe a litille there of 
upon him, it helethe him of the fallynge Evylie; 
and his Hors {fchalle not ben.a foundred: and 
manye othere Vertues it hathe: where fore 
Men holden it fulle precyous. 

From Léron, Men gon to Bethelem, in, 
half a day: for it is but 5 Myle; and it is 
fulle fayre Weye, be Pleynes and Wodes fulle 
deletable. Betheleem is a litylle Cytce, long 
and narwe and well walled, and in eche fyde 
enclofed with gode Dyches; and it was wont 


to ben cleped Affrata; as Holy Wrytt ieythe, 


*Ficce audivimus eum in Effrata: that is to 
feye, Lo, wee herde him in Effrata. And 
toward the Eft ende of the Cytce, is a fulle 
fair Chirche and a gracyoufe; and it hathe 
many Toures, Pynacles and Corneres, fulle 
{tronge aud curioufly made: and with in that 
Chirche ben 44 Pyleres of Marble, grete and 
faire. And betwene the Cytee and the Chirche, 
is the Felde Florzdus ; that is to feyne, the 
Feld florifthed: For als moche as a fayre 
Mayden was blamed with wrong, and {claun- 
dred, that {che hadde don Fornycacioun; for 
a Pfalm cxxxil._6. 
G 2 whiche 
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whiche caufe {che was demed to the Dethe, 
and to be brent in that place, to the whiche 
{che was ladd. And as the Fyre began-to 
brenne aboute hire, {che made hire Preyeres 
to oure Lord, that als wiflely as {che was not 
gylty of that Synne, that he wold helpe hire, 
and make it to be knowen to alle men, of his 
mercyfulle grace. And whan {che hadde thus 
feyd, {che entred in to the Fuyer; and anon 
was the Fuyr quenched and oute: and the 
Brondes, that werenbrennynge, becomen rede 
Roferes; and the Brondes, that weren not 
kyndled, becomen white Roferes, fulle of 
Rofes. And theife weren the firft Roferes 
and Rofes, bothe white and rede, that evere 
ony Man faughe. And thus was this Mayden 
faved be the Grace of God. And therfore is 
that Feld clept the Feld of God floryficht : 
for it was fulle of Rofes. Alfo befyde the 
Queer of the Chirche, at the right fyde, as 
men comen dounward 16 Greces, is the place 
where oure Lord was born, that is fulle well 
dyghte of Marble, and fulle richely peynted 
with Gold, Sylver, Azure and other Coloures. 
And 3 Paas befyde, is the Crybbe of the Ox 
and the Affe. And befyde that, is the place 
where theSterre felle, that ladde the 3 Kynges, 
J4lpar, Melchior and Balthazar: but Men 
: of 
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of Grece clepen hem thus, Ga/galathe, Mal- 
galathe and Saraphie: and the Fewes clepen 


in this manere, in Ebrew, Appelins, Amer- 


rvius and Damafis. Theife 3 Kynges offreden 
to oure Lord, Gold, Enfence and Myrre: and 
theimetten to gedre, thorghe Myracle of God: 
for thei metten to gedre in a Cytee in Yxde, 
that Men clepen Caffak, that is 53 Journeyes 
fro Betheleem: and thei weren at Betheleem 
the 13 Day. And that was the 4 Day, aftre 
that thei hadden feyn the Sterre, whan thei 
metten in that Cyree: and thus thei weren in 
9 Dayes, fro that Cytee at Betheleem; and 
that was egret Myracle. Alfo undre the Cloy- 
{tre of the Chirche, be 16 Degrees, at the righte 
fyde, is the Charnelle of the Innocentes, where 
here Bones lyzn. And before the place where 
oure Lord was born, is the Tombe of Seynt 
Ferome, that was a Preeft and a Cardynalle, 
that tranflatede the Bible and the Pfaultere 
from Ebrew into Latyn : and witheoute the 
Myntftre, is the Chayere that he fatt in, whan 
he tranflated it. And fafte befyde that Chirche, 
a 60 Fedme, is a Chirche of Seynt Nicholas; 
where oure Lady refted hire, aftre {che was 
lyghted of oure Lord. And for as meche as 
iche had to meche Mylk in hire Pappes, that 
greved hire, {che mylked hem on the rede 

G 3 Stones 
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Stones of Marble; fo that the traces may zit 
be fene in the Stones alle whyte. And zee 
{chulle undreftonde, that alle rhat duellen in 
Betheleem ben Criftene Men. And there ben 
fayre Vynes aboute the Cytee, and gret plen- 
tee of Wyn, > that the Criftene Men han don 
Jet make. But the Sarazines ne tylen not 
no Vynes, ne thei drynken no Wyn. For 
here Bokes of here Lawe, that Makomete be- 
tokehem,whiche thei clepen here 4/karon, and 
fiime clepen it AZe/aphe; and in another Lan- 
gage it is cleped Harme:; and the fame Boke 
forbedethe hem to drinke Wyn. For in that 
Boke, Machomete curiedalletho, thatdrynken 
Wyn, and alle hem that fellen it. For fum 
men feye, that he floughe ones an Heremyte 
in his Dronkeneffe, that he loved ful wel: 
and therefore he curfed Wyn, and hem that 
drynken it. But his Curs be turned in to his 
owne Hed; as Holy Wrytt feythe; Az iz 
verticem ipfius, imiguitas ejus defcendet : 
that is for to feye, Azs Wykkedneffe [challe 
turne ana falle in his owne Heed. And alfo 
the Sarazines > bryngen forthe no Pigges, 
nor thei eten no Swynes Flefiche: for thei 
feye, itis brother to Man, and it was forboden 
be the olde Lawe: and thei holden hem alle 
6 Operatione Crijtianoria, L, : © Nutriunt, L. 
accurfed, 
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accurfed, that eten there of. Alfo in the Lond 
of Paleffyne and in the Lond of Egypt, thei 
eten but lytille or non of Flefiche of Veel or 
of Beef; but he be fo old, that he may no 
more travayle for elde; for itis forbode: and 
for becaufe thei have but fewe of hem, ther- | 
fore thei norifichen hem, for to ere here 
Londes. In this Cytee of Betheleem, was 
David the Kyng born: and he hadde 60 
Wyfes; and the firfte Wyf hihte Mzcho/: 
and alfo he hadde 300 Lémannes. 

And fro Betheleem unto ferufalem, nys 
but 2 Myle. And in the Weye to Heru/a- 
Jem, half a Myle fro Betheleem, is aChirche, 
where the Aungel feyde to the Scheppardes, 
of the Birthe of Crz/?.. And in that Weye is 
the Tombe of Rachelle, that was ‘/ofephes 
Modre, the Patriarke : and {che dyede anon, 
aftre that fche was delyvered of hire Sone 
Beniamyn; and there {che was buryed of Fa- 
cob hire Husbonde: and he leet fetten 12 
erete Stones on here, in tokene that {che had 
born ?12 Children. In the fame Weye, half 
Myle fro Ferufalem, appered the Sterre to 
the 3 Kynges. In that Weye alfo ben manye 


d Rachel had but two Children, Yo/eph and Benjamin: 
but. by them, fhe had 12 Grand-children. Ger. xlvi. 2035 
aI, ms : : 
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Chirches of Criftene Men, be the whiche Men 
gon towardes the Cytee of Ferufalem. 
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Of the Pilerimages in Jerufalem, and 
of the Floly Places thereaboute. 


FTER for tofpeke of feru/falem, the 
Holy Cytee, zee fchulle undirftonde, 

that it ftont fulle faire betwene Hilles: and 
there ben no Ryveres ne Welles; but Watre 
comethe be Condyte fro EHéron. And zee 
{chulle undirftonde, that Ferufalem of olde 
tyme, unto the tyme of Me/chzfedeche, was 
cleped Jebus ; and aftre it was clept Salem, 
unto the tyme of Kyng David, that putte 
theife 2 Names to gidere, and cleped it Febu- 
falem; and aftre that, Kyng Salomon cleped 
it Ferofolomye : and aftre that, Men cleped it 
Ferufalem ; and fo it is cleped zit. And a- 
boute Ferufalem, is theKyngdom of Surrye: 
and there befyde is the Lond of Paleflyne : 
and befyde it, is 4/colone: and befyde that, 
is the Lond of Maritaine. But Jerufalem is 
in the Lond of Fudee ; and it is clept Fude, 
for 
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for that Judas Machabeus was Kyng of that 
Contree ; and it ¢marchethe Eftward to the 
Kyngdom of Arabye; on the fouthe fyde, to 
the Lond of Hgzpt; and on the Weft fyde, 
to the grete See; on the Northe fyde, toward 
the Kyngdom of Surrye, and to the See of 
Cypre. In Jerufalem was wont to be a Pa- 
triark, and Ercheby{shoppes and Bifshoppes 
abouten in the Contree. -Abouten Ferufalem 
ben rheife Cytees: Edbrou, at 7 Myle; Fe- 
rico, at 6 Myle; Berfabee, at 8 Myle; Af 
calon, at17 Myle; Faff; at 16 Myle; Ra- 
matha, at3Myle; and Betheleem, at 2 Myle. 
And a 2 Myle from Betheleem, toward the 
Sowthe, is the Chirche of Seynt f Karztot, 
that was Abbot there; for whom thei maden 
meche Doel amonges the Monkes, whan he 
{cholde dye; and zit thei ben in moornynge, 
in the wife that thei maden here Lamentaci- 
oun for him the firfte tyme: and it is fulle gret 
pytee to beholde. 

This Contree and Lond of Ferufalem hathe 
ben in many dyverfe Naciounes Hondes: and 
often therfore hathe the Contree fuffred meche 
Tribulacioun, for the Synne of the Poeple, 
that duellen there. For that-Contree hathe 

£ Confinis eft. 
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ben in the Hondes of alle Nacyouns: that is 
to feyne, of Jewes, of Chananees, Affiry- 
enes, Perfes, Medoynes, Macedoynes, of 
Grekes, Romaynes, of Crifiene Men, of Sa- 


_razines, Barbaryenes, Turkes, Tartaryenes, 


and of manye othere dyverfe Nacyouns. For 
God wole not, that it be longe in the Hondes 
of Traytoures ne of Synneres, be thei Criftene 
or othere. And now have the Hethene Men 
holden that Lond in here Hondes 40 Zeere and 
more: but thei {chull not holde it longe, zif 
God wole. 

And zee {chulle undirftond, that whan Men 
comen to Ferufalem, here firft Pilerymage is 
to the Chirche of the Holy Sepulcre, where 
oure Lord was buryed, that is with oute the 
Cytee, on the Northe fyde: but it is now en- 
clofed in, with the Toun Walle. And there 
is a fulle fayr Chirche, alle rownd, and open 
above, 8 and covered with Leed. Andon the 
Weft fyde is a fair Tour andan highe, for Belles, 
{trongly made. And in the myddes of the 
Chirche, isa Tabernacle, as it were a lytylle 
Hows, made with a low litylle Dore: and 
that Tabernacle is made in manere of half a 
Compas, righte curioufely and richely made, 
of Gold and Azure and othere riche Coloures, 


& Que in circuit operitur Plumbo. L, 


fulle 
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fulle nobelyche made. And in the righte fyde 
of that Tabernacle, is the Sepulcre of oure 
Lord. And the Tabernacle is 8 fote long, 
and 5 fote wyde, and 11 fote in heighte. And 
it. is not longe fithen the Sepulcre was alle 
open, that Men myghte kifle it and touche it. 
But for Pilgrymes, that comen thidre, peyn- 
ed hem to breke the Ston in peces or in pou- 
dre, therfore the Soudan hathe do make a 
Walle aboute the Sepulcre, that no man may 
towche it. But in the left fyde of the Walle 
of the Tabernacle, is well the heighte of a 
man, a gret Ston to the quantytee of a mannes 
Hed, that was of the Holy Sepulcre: and that 
Ston kiffen the Pilgrymes, that comen thidre. 
In that Tabernacle ben no Wyndowes: but it 
is alle made lighte with Lampes, that hangen 
before the Sepulcre. And there is a Lampe, 
that hongethe before the Sepulcre, that bren- 
nethe lighte : and on the*Gode Fryday, it 
gothe out be him felf; and lyghtith azen be 
him felf at that Oure, that oure Lord roos 
fro Dethe to lyve. Alfo within the Chirche, 
at the righte fyde, befyde the Queer of the 
Chirche, is the Mount of Calvarye, where 
oure Lord was don on the Cros: andit is a 
Roche of white Colour, and a lytille medled 
with red: And the Cros was fet in a Morteys, 
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in the fame Roche: and on that Roche drop- 
ped the Woundes of our Lord, whan he was 
payned on the Crofle; and that is cleped 
Golgatha. And men gon up to that Golga- 
tha, be Degrees: and in the place of that Mor- 
te¥s, was ddames Hed founden, aftre Noes 
flode; in tokene that the Synnes of Adam 
h {cholde ben boughte in that fame.place. And. 
upon that Roche made Abraham Sacrifice to 
oure Lord. And there is an Awtere: and be- 
fore that’ Awtere, lyzn Godefray de Boleyne 
and Bawdewyn and othere Criftene Kynges 
of Ferufalem. And there nyghe, where oure 
Lord was.crucyfied, is this writen in Grew: 
°O Gees Baciacus y Peo wo Liavady eoyacet}o oo)~ 
THe fay CY ecw TIS yrs: that is to feyne, in La- 
tyn; Deus Rex nofter ante Secula operatus 
eft Salutem, in medio Terra: that is to feye; 
God oure Kyng, before the Worldes, hathe. 
wroughte Hele in myddis of the Erthe. And 
alfo on that Roche, where the Cros was fett, 
is writen with in the Roche theife Wordes ; 
“O edeas, toi Baois tis wistws oAns TE MOTUS TET 
that is to feyne, in Latyn; Quod vides, eft 
fundamentu tottus Fider hujus Mundi: that 
is to feye; That thou feeft, is ground of alle 
the Feythe of this World. And zee {fchulle 


h Redimenda effent. L. 
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undirftonde, that whan oure Lord was. don 
upon the Cros, he was 33 zere and 3 Monethes 
of elde. And the Prophecye of i David feythe 
thus ; Quadraginta anuis * proximus fui ge- 
nerationt buic : that is to feye; Kourty zeer 
was I neighebore to this Kynrede.’ And thus 
{cholde it feme, that the Prophecyes ne were 
not trewe: but thei ben bothe trewe: for in 
old tyme, men maden a Zeer of ro Monethes ; 
of the whiche, Marche was the firfte, and 
Decembre was the lafte. But Gayus, that was 
Emperour of Rome, putten theife2 Monethes 
there to, fanyver and Feverer; and ordeyn- 
ed the Zeer of 12 Monethes; that is to feye, 
365 Dayes, with oute Lepe Zeer, aftre the 
propre cours of the Sonne. And therfore, af- 
tre cowntynge of 10 Monethes of the Zeer, 
he dyede in the 40 Zeer; as the Prophete 
feyde: and aftre the Zeer of 12 Monethes, 
he was of age 33 Zeer and 3 Monethes. Alfo 
with in the Mount of Ca/varie, on the right 
fide, is an Awtere, where the Piler lyzthe, 
that oure Lord e/z was bounden to, whan 
he was fcourged. And there befyde, ben 4 
Pileres of Ston, that alle weys droppen Wa- 
tre: and fum men feyn, that thei wepen for 
our Lordes Dethe. And nyghe that Awtier, 
i Pfalm xcy. 19, k The vulgar Latin has it, offenfus fui. 
is 
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is.a place undre Erthe, 42 Degrees of depneffe; 
where the Holy Croys was founden, be the 
Wyrtt of Seynte E/yxe, undiraRoche, where 
the ewes had hidde it. And that was the 
verray Croys aflayed: for thei founden 3 
Croffes ; on of oure Lord, and 2 of the 2 
Theves: and Seynte //yze preyed hem on a 
ded Body, that aros from Dethe to lyve, whan 
that it was leyd on it, that oure Lord dyed 
on. Andthere by in the Walle, is the place 
where the 4 Nayles of oure Lord weren hidd: 
for he had 2 in his Hondes, and 2 in his Feet: 
and of on of theife, the Emperour of Coflan- 
tynoble made a Brydille to his Hors, to bere 
him in Bataylle; and thorghe vertue there of, 
he overcam his Enemyes, and wan alle the 
Lond of A/ye the leffe; that is to feye, Zur- 
kye, Ermonye the lafle and the more; and 
from Surrye to Ferufalem, from Arabye 
to Perfie, from Me/fopotayme to the Kyng- 
dom of Halappee, from Ag ypt the highe and 
the lowe, and all the othere Kyngdomes, un- 
to the Depe of Athzope, and into. Yude the 
leffe, that then was Criftene. And there were 
in that tyme many gode Holy Men and Holy 
Heremytes ; of whom the Book of Fadres 
Lyfes ipekethe: and thei ben now in Pay- 
memes and Sarazimes Honds. But whan God 
alle 
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allemyghty wole, righte als the Londes weren 
loft thorghe Synne of Criftene Men, fofchulle 
thei ben wonnen azen be Criften Men, thorghe 
help of God. And in myddes of that Chirche, 
is a Compas, in the whiche Fofeph of Ara- 
mathie \eyde the Body of oure Lord, whan 
he had taken him down of the Croys: and 
there he wafiched the Woundes of oure Lord: 
and thatCompas, feye men, isthe myddes of 
the World. And in the Chirche of the Sepul- 
chre, on the Northe fyde, is the place where 
oure Lord was put in Prefoun; (for he was.in 
Prefoun in many places) and there is a partye 
of the Cheyne, that he was bounden with: 
and there he appered firft to Marie Magda- 
leyney whan he was ryfen; and {che wende, 
that he had ben a Gardener. In the Chirche 
of Seynt Sepulchre, was wont to ben Cha- 
nouns of the ordre of feynt Augufiyn, and 
hadden a Priour: but the Patriark was here 
Sovereygne. And withe oute the Dores of 
the Chirche, on the right fyde, as men gon 
upward 18 Greces, feyde oure Lord to his 
Moder; Mulzer, ecce filius tuus: that is to 
feye ; Woman, lo thi Sone. And aftre that, 
he feyde to Fohn his Difciple; Ecce mater 
tua: that istofeyne; Lo, behold thi Modir: 
And theife wordes he feyde on the Cros. 

And 
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And on theife Greces wente oure Lord, whan 
he bare the Croffe on his Schuldir. And un- 
dir this Grees is a Chapelle; and in that 
Chapelle fyngen Preftes, Yudyenes; that is 
to feye, Preftes of Zude; noght aftir oure 
Lawe, but aftir here: and alle wey thei maken 
here Sacrement of the Awtier, feyenge, Pa- 
ter nofler, and othere Preyeres there with : 
with the which Preyeres, theifeye the Wordes, 
that the Sacrement is made of. For thei ne 
knowe not the Addiciouns, that many Popes 
han made: but thei fynge with gode Devoci- 
oun. ‘And there nere, is the place, where 
that oure Lord refted him, whan he was we- 
ry, for berynge of the Cros. And zee fchulle 
undirftonde, that before the Chirche of the 
Sepulcre, is the Cytee more feble than in ony 
othere partie, for the grete playn, that is be- 
twene the Chirche and the Citee. And to- 
ward the Eft fyde, with oute the Walles of 
the Cytee, is the Vale of Fofaphathe, that 
touchethe to the Walles, as thoughe it were a 
large Dyche. Andanen that Vale of fo/aphathe, 
out of the Cytee, is the Chirche of feynt Ste- 
vene, where he wasftoned to Dethe. And there 
befide, is the gildene Zate, that may not ben 
opened; be the whiche Zate, oure Lord en- 
trede on Palmefonday, upon an Affe; andthe 

Zate 
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Zate opened azenft him, whan he wolde go 
unto the Temple: And zit apperen the Steppes 
of the Affes feet, in 3 places of the Degrees, 
that ben of fulle hardeSton. And before the 
Chirche of feynt Sepulcre, toward the Southe, 
a 200 Paas, is the gret Hofpitalle of Seynt 
John: of the whiche the Hofpitleres hadde 
here foundacioun: And with inne the Palays 
of the Seke Men of that Hofpitalle, ben 124 
Pileres of Ston: and in the Walles of the 
Hows, with oute the nombre abovefeyd, 
there ben 54 Pileres, that beren up the Hows. 
And fro that Hofpitalle, to go toward the Eft, 
is a fulle fayr Chirche, that is clept Nofre 
Dame laGraund. And than is there another 
Chirche right nyghe, that is clept No/ire Dame 
de Latyne. And there weren Marie Cleophee 
and Marie Magdaleyne, and teren here Heer, 
whan oure Lord was peyned in the Cros. 
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Cap. VIII. 

Of the Temple of oure Lord. Of the 
Crueltee of Kyung Heroud. Of the 
Mount Syon. Of probatica Pifcina. 
find of Natatorium Siloe. 


ND fro the Chirche of the Sepulcre, 

A toward the Eft, at 160 Paas, is Tem- 
plum Domini. Itis right a feir Hows, and it 
is alle round, and bighe, and covered with 
Leed, ‘and it is well paved with white Mar- 
ble: but-the Savaziue wole not fuffre no Cri- 
ftene man ne Fewes to come there in; for 
thei feyn, that none fo foule fynfulle men 
{cholde not come in fo-holy place: but Icam 
in there, and in othere places, where I wolde; 
for I hadde Lettres of the Soudan, with his 
erete Seel; and comounly other Men han but_ 
his Signett. In the whiche Lettres he comand- 
ed, of his fpecyalle grace, to alle his Subget- 
tes; to lete me feen alle the places, and to 
enforme me pleynly alle the Myfteries of eve- 
ry place, and to condyte me fro Cytee to 
Cytee, zif it were nede, and buxomly to re- 
{ceyve 
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fceyve me and my Companye, and for to 
obeye to alle my requeftes refonable, zif thei 
weren not gretly azen the Royalle power and 
dignytee of the Soudan or of his Lawe. And 
to othere; that asken him grace, fuche as han 
ferved him, he ne zevethe not but his Signet ; 
the whiche thei make to be born beforé hem, 
hangynge on a Spere: and the folk of the 
Contree don grét worfchipe and reverence to 
his Signett or his Seel; and knelen there to, 
as lowly as wee don to Corpus Domini. And 
zit men don fulle grettere reverence to his 
Lettres.. For the Admyralle and alle othere 
Lordes, that thei ben {chewed to, before or 
thei refceyve hem, thei knelen doun, and than 
thei take hem, and putten hem on here Hedes, 
and aftre thei kiffen hem, and than thei reden 
hem, knelynge with gret reverence, and than 
thei offren hem to do alle, that the berere 
askethe. And inthis 7 emplum Domini, weren 
fomtyme Chanouns Reguleres: and thei had- 
den an Abbot; to whom thei weren obedient. 
And in this Temple was Charlemayn, whan 
that the Aungelle broughte him the Prepuce 
of oure Lord Fe/u Cri/f, of his Circumcifioun : 
and aftre Kyng Charles leet bryngen it to Pa- 
yys, in to his Chapelle: and aftte thar, he 
leet brynge it to Peyteres, and aftre that to 
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Chartres. And zee {chulle undirftonde, that 
this is not the Temple, that Salomon made: 
for that Temple dured not, but r102 Zeer. 
For Tytus, Vefpafianes Sone, Emperour of — 
Rome, had leyd fege aboute Feru/alem, for to 
difcomfyte the Fewes: for thei putten oure 
Lord to Dethe, with outen Leve of the Em- 
perour. And whan he hadde wonnen the Cy- 
tee, he brente the Temple and beet it down, 
and alle the Cytee, and toke the Jewes, and 
dide hemito Dethe, 1100000: and the othere 
he putte in Prefoun, and folde hem to Ser- 
vage, 30 for o Peny: for thei feyde, thei 
boughte e/u for 30 Penyes: and he made of 
hem bettre cheep, whan he zaf 30 for o Peny. 
Andaftre that tyme, Fulzanus Apoflate, that 
was Emperour, zaf leve to the fewes to make 
the Temple of Yerufalem : for he hated Cri- 
{ftene Men; and zit he was criftned, but he 
forfoke his Law, and becam a Renegate. And 
whan the Jewes hadden made the Tem- 
ple, com an Erthe quakeng, -and caft it doun 
(as God wolde) and deftroyed alle that thei 
had made. And aftre that, Adryan, that was 
Emperour of Rome, and of the Lynage of 
Troye, made Ferufalem azen, and the Tem- 
ple, in the fame manere, as Sz/omon made it. 
And he wolde not fuffre no ewes to dwelle 
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there, but only Criftene men. Foralle thoughe 
it were fo, that hee was not criftned, zet he 
lovede Criftene men, more than ony other 
Nacioun, faf his owne. This Emperour leet 
enclofe the Chirche of feynt Sepulcre, and 
walle it, within the Cytee, that before was 
with oute the Cytee, long tyme beforn. And 
he wolde have chaunged the Name of ers- 
falem, and have clepedit Z/ya: but that Name 
lafted not longe. Alfo zee {chulle undirftonde, 
that the Savazines don moche reverence to 
that Temple; and thei feyn, that that place 
is right holy, And whan.thei gon in, thei 
gon barefote, and knelen many tymes. And 
whanne my Felowes and I feyghe that, whan 
we comen in, wee diden of oure Schoon, and 
camen in barefote, and thoughten that we 
{cholden don as moche Worfchipe and Reve- 
rence there to, as ony of the mysbeleevynge 
men fcholde, and as gret compunctioun in 
Herte to have. This Temple is 64 Cubytes 
of wydeneffe, and als manye in lengthe; and 
of heighte it is 120 Cubites: and it is with 
inne, alle aboute, made with Pyleres of Mare. 
ble: and in the myddel place of the Temple, 
ben manye highe Stages, of 14 Degrees of 
heighte, made with gode Pyleres alle aboute : 
and this Place the ewes callen Sancta SanCto- 
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yum thatis tofeye, holy of halewes. And 
in that place comethe no Man, faf only here 
Prelate, that makethe here Sacrifife. Andthe 
folk ftonden alle aboute, in diverfe Stages, af- 
tre thei ben of Dignytee or of Worlchipe; fo 
that thei alle may fee the Sacrifice. And in 
that Temple ben 4 Entrees; and the Zates ben 
of Cypreffe, wel made and curioufely dight, 
And within the Eft Zate, oure Lorde feyde, 
Lere is Ferufalem. And in the Northfyde of 
that Temple, with in the Zate, thereis a Welle; 
but it rennethe noght; of the whiche Holy 
Writt ipekethe, and feythe, Vzdz Aguam e- 
gredientem de Templo: that is to feyne; I 
faughe Watre come out of the Temple. And 
on that other fyde of the Temple, there is a 
Roche, that men clepen Moriache : but aftre 
it was clept Bethe/; where the Arke of God, 
with Relykes of Fewes, weren wont to ben 
put. That Arke or Hucche, with the Relikes, 
Lytus ledde with bym to Rome, whan he had 
{comfyted alle the Fewes. Inthat Arke weren 
the roCOmandementes, and of Arones Zerde, 
and of Moy/és Zerde, with the whiche he 
made the Rede See departen, as it had ben a 
Walle, on the righte fyde and on the left {yde, 
whils that the Peple of I/rael paffeden the 
See drye foot: And with that Zerde, he 
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fmoot the Roche; and the Watre cam out of 
it: And with that Zerde, he dide manye 
Wondres. And there in was a Vefle! of Gold, 
fulle of Manna, and Clothinges and Ourne- 
ments and the Tabernacle of Aaro, and aTa- 
bernacle fquare of Gold, with 12 precyous 
Stones, and a Boyft of Jafper grene, with 4 
Figures, *and 8 Names of oure Lord, and 7 
Candelftykes of Gold, and 12 Pottes of Gold, 
and 4 Cenferes of Gold, and an Awtier of 
Gold, and 4Lyouns of Gold, upon the whiche 
thei bareCherubyn of Gold, 12 Spannes long, 
and the Cercle of Swannes of Hevene, with 
a Tabernacle of Gold, and a Table of Sylver, 
and 2 Trompes of Silver, and 7 Barly Loves, 
and alle the othere Relikes, that weren before 
the Birthe of oure Lord Fefi Crift. And up- 
on that Roche, was Facob flepynge, whan he 
faughe the Aungeles gon up and doun, by a 
Laddre, andhe feyd, Vere Locus ifte fanctus 
eft, & ego ignorabam: ‘That is to feyne; For- 
fothe this place is holy, and I wifte it nought. 


“And there an Aungel helde Facoé flille, and 
turned hisName, and cleped him J/rae/.. And 
in that fame place, David fanghe the Aun- 
gelle, that fmot the folk with a Swerd, and 
put it up blody in the Schethe. And in that 
{ame Roche, was feynt Symeon, whan he 
; H 4 refceyyed 
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rcf{ceyved oure Lord in tothe Temple. And 
in this Roche he fette him, whan the Fewes 
wolde a ftoned him; and a Sterre cam down, 
and zaf him light. And upon that Roche, 
prechede oure Lord often tymic to the Peple; 
and out of that feyd Temple, oure Lord drof 
the Byggeres and the Selleres. And upon that 
Roche, ouré Lord fette him, whan the Jewes 
wolde have ftoned him; and the Roche cleef 
in two, and in that clevynge was oure Lord 
hidd: and there cam doun a Sterre, and zaf 
Lighte and ferved him with claretee; and up- 
on that Roche, fatt oure Lady, and lerned 
hire Sawtere: and there our Lord forzaf the 
Wéman hire Sinnes, that was founden in A- 
vowtrie: and there was oure Lord circum- 
cyded: and there the Aungelle {chewede ty- 
dynges to Zacharie, of the Birthe of Seynt. 
Baptyfi his Sone, and there offred firft AZe/- 
chifedeche, Bred and Wyn to oure Lord, in 
tokene of the Sacrement, that was to comene: 
and there felle David preyeng to oure Lord, 
and to the Aungelle, that fmot the peple, that 
he wolde have mercy on him and on the 
peple; and oure Lord herde his Preyere; and 
therefore wolde he make the Temple in that 
place: but oure Lord forbade him, be an Aun- 
gelle, for he had don Trefoun, whan he leet 
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fle ‘Uyze the worthi Knyght, for to have Ber: 
fabee his Wyf: and therfore alle the purvey- 
ance, that he hadde ordeyned to make the 
Temple with, he toke it Salomon his Sone; 
and he made it. And he preyed oure Lord, 
that alle tho that preyeden to him, in that 
place, with gode Herte, that he wolde heren 
here Preyere and graunten it hem, zif thei 
asked it rightefullyche: and oure Lord graunt- 
ed it him: and therfore Salomon cleped that 
Temple, the Temple of Confeille and of Help 
of God. And with oute the Zate of that 
Temple, is an Awtiere, where Fewes werein 
wont to offren Dowves and Turtles. And 
betwene the Temple and that Awtiere, was 
Zacharie flayn. And upon the Pynacle of 
that Temple, was oure Lord brought, for to 
ben tempted of the Enemye, the Feend. And 
on the heighte of that Pynacle, the ewes 
fetten Seynt Fame, and cafted him down to 
the Erthe, that firft was Biffchopp of Fera- 
fale. And at the entree of that Temple, to- 
ward the Weft, isthe Zate, that is clept ! Porta 
fpeciofa. And nyghe belyde that Temple, 
upon the right fyde, isa Chirche covered with 
Leed, that is ‘clept Salomones Scole. And fro 
that Temple,towardes the Southe, right nyghe, 
| Beautiful Gate, Acts iil, 2. | R 
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is the Temple of Sa/omon, that is righte fair 
and wel polliffcht. And in that Temple, 
duellen the Knyghtes of the Temple, that 
weren wont to be clept Templeres: and that 
was the foundacioun of here Ordre: fo that 
there, duelleden Knyghtes ; and in Templo 
Domini, Chanouns Reguleres. Fro that Tem- 
ple toward the Eft, a 120 Paas, in the Cor- 
nere of the Cytee, is the Bathe of oure Lord: 
and in that Bathe was wont to come Watre 
fro Paradys, and zit it droppethe. And there 
befyde, is our Ladyes Bed. And fafte by, is 
the Temple of Seynt Symeon: and with oute 
the Cloyfter of the Temple, toward the Northe, 
is a fulle faire Chirche of Seynte Avme, oure 
Ladyes Modre: and there was oure Lady con- 
ceyved. And before that Chirche, is a gret 
Tree, that began to growe the fame nyght. 
And undre that Chirche, in goenge doun be 
22 Degrees, lythe foachym, oure Ladyes fa- 
der, in.a faire Tombe of Ston: and there be- 
fyde, lay fomtyme feynt Auue his Wif; but 
feynt Helyne leet tranflate hire to Coffantyno- 
ple. And in that Chirche is a Welle, in’ma- 
nere of a Cifterne, that is clept, Probatica 
Pifcina, that hathe 5 Entreez. Into that Welle, 
Aungeles wer€ wont to come from Heyene, 
and bathen hem with inne: and what’ Man 

that 
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that firft bathed him, aftre the mevynge of the 
Watre, was made hool, of what maner Syke- 
nes that he hadde: and there oure Lord heled 
a Man of the Palafye, that lay 38 Zeer: and 
oureLord feyde to him, Tolle Grabatum tuum 
&} ambula: that is to feye; Take thi Bed, 
and go. And there befyde, was Py/ates Hows. 
And fafte by, is Kyng Heroudes Hows, that 
leet fle the Innocentes. This Heroude was 
over moche curfed and cruelle: for firft he 
leet fle his Wif, that he lovede righte welle; 
and for the paffynge Love, that he hadde to 
hire, whan he faughe hire ded, he felle in a 
rage, and oute of hisWytt, agret while; and 
fithen he cam azen to his Wytt: and aftre he 
leet fle his two Sones, that he hadde of that 
Wyf: and aftre that, he leet fle another of 
his Wyfes, and a Sone, that he hadde with 
hire: and aftre that, he leet fle his owne Mo- 
dre: and he wolde have flayn his Brother alfo, 
but hedyedefodeynly: And aftre he fell in- 
to Sekneffe, and whan he felte, that he {cholde 
dye, he fente aftre his Suftre, and aftre alle 
the Lordes of his Lond; and whan thei were 
comen, he leet cO6mande hem to Prifoun, and 
than he feyde to his Suftre, he wifte wel, that 
men of the Contree wolde make no Sorwe 
for his Dethe; and therfore he made his Suftre 
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fwere, that {che {cholde lete fmyte of alle the 
Heds of the Lordes, whan he were ded; and 
than {cholde alle the Lond make Sorwe for 
his Dethe, and elle nought; and thus he made 
his Teftement. But his Suftre fulfilled not his 
Wille: for als fone as he was ded, fche dely- 
vered alle the Lordes out of Prefoun, and lete 
hem gon, eche Lord to his owne; and tolde 
hem alle the purpos of hire Brothers Ordy- 
nance: and fo was this curfed Kyng never 
made Sorwe for, as he fuppofed for to have 
ben. And zee {chulle undirftonde, that in that 
tyme, there weren 3 Heroudes, of gret Name 
and Loos for here crueltee. This Heroude, 
of whiche I have fpoken offe, was Heroude 
Afcalonite: and he that leet beheden feynt 
Fobn the Baptift, was Heroude Antypa: and 
he that leet fmyte of feynt ‘ames hed, was 
fleroude Agrippa; and he putte feynt Peter 

in Prefoun. eee 
Alfo furthermore, in the Cytee, is the 
Chirche of Seynt Savyour: And there is the. 
lefe Arm of fohu Crifofiom, and the more 
partye of the Hed of feynt Stevene. And 
on that other fyde of the Strete, toward the. 
Southe, as Men gon to Mount Syon, is a 
Chirche of feynt Fames, where he was be- 
heded. And fro that Chirche, a 120 Paas,, 
AS. 
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is the Mount Syou: and there is a faire Chirche 
of oureLady, where {che dwelled; and there 
{che dyed. And there was wont to ben an 
Abbot of Chanouns Reguleres. And fro thens, 
was {che born of the Apoftles, unto the Vale 
of Fofaphathe. And there is the Ston, that 
the Aungelle broughte to oure Lady, fro the 
Mount of Syuay; and it is of that colour, 
that the Roche is of feynt Katerynue. And 
there befyde, isthe Zate, where thorghe oure 
Ladye wente, whan {che was with Childe, 
whan fche wente to Betheleem. Alfo at the 
entree of the Mount S'yov, isaChapelle; and 
in that Chapelle is the Ston gret and large, 
with the whiche the Sepulcre was covered 
with, whan Joféphe of Aramathie had put 
oure Lord thereinne: the whiche Ston the 
3 Maries fawen turnen upward, whan thei 
comen to the Sepulcre, the Day of his Re- 
furrexioun ; and there founden an Aungelle, 
that tolde hem of oure Lordes upry{ynge from 
Dethe to Lyve. And there alfo is a Ston, in 
a Walle, befyde the Zate, of the Pyleer, that 
oure Lord was fcourged ate: And there was 
Annes Hows, that was Bishop of the ewes, 
in that tyme. And there was oure Lord exa- 
myned in the nyght, and fcourged and {my- 
ten and vylently entreted. And in that fame 
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place, feynt Peter forfoke oure Lord thries; 


or the Cok creew. . And there is a party of 
the Table, that he made his Souper onne, 


whan he made his Maundee, with his Difcy- 
ples; whan he zaf hem his Flefche and: his 
Blode, in forme of Bred and Wyn, And un- 
dre that Chapelle, 32 Degrees, is the place, 
where oure Lord woflche his Difciples Feet : 
and zit is the Veffelle, where the Watre was. 
And there befyde that fame Veflelle, was feynt 
Stevene. buryed. And there is the Awtier, 
where oure Lady herde the Aungeles fynge 
Meffe. And there appered firft oure Lord to 
his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexioun, the Zates 
enclofed, and feyde to hem; Pax vobis:. that 
isto feye; Pees to Zou. Andon that Mount, 
appered Crz/? to feynt Thomas the Apoftle, 
and bad him aflaye his Woundes; and there 
beleeved he firft, and feyde, Dominus meus 
& Deus meus: that is to feye; my Lord and 
my God. In the fame Chirche, befyde the 
Awteer, weren alle the Apofteles on Wyt fon- 
day, whan the Holy Goft defcended on hem, 
in lykneffe of Fuyr. And there made oure 
Lord his Pask, with his Difciples. And there 
flepte feynt Fob the Evaungelift, upon the 
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vat Breefte of oure Lord Fe/a Crif, and faughe 
| flepynge many hevenly prevytees, 
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Mount Syo2 is with inne the Cytee; and 
it isa lytille hiere than the other fyde of the 
Cytee: and the Cytee is flrongere on that 
fyde, than on that other fyde. For at the 
foot of the Mount Syoz, is a faire Caftelle 
and a ftrong, that the Soudan lect make. In 
the Mount Syov, weren buryed Kyng David 
and Kyng Salomon, and many othere Kynges, 
Fewes of Ferufalem. And there is the place, 
where the Fewes wolden han caft up the bo- 
dy of oure Lady, whan the Apoftles beren 
the Body to ben buryed, in the Vale of Fo- 
fapbathe. And there is the Place, where 
Seynt Petir,wepte fulle tenderly, aftre that 
he hadde forfaken oure Lord. And a Stones 
caft fro that Chapelle, is another Chapelle, 
where oure Lord was jugged: for that tyme, 
was there Cayphafes Hows. From that Cha- 
pelle, to go toward the Eft, at 140 Paas, isa 
depe Cave undre the Roche, that is clept the 
Galylee of oure Lord; where feynt Petre 
hidde him; whanne he had forfaken oure Lord. 
Item, betwene the Mount Syou and the Tem- 
ple of Salomon, is the place, where oure Lord 
reyfed the Mayden, in hire Fadres Hows. 
Undre the Mount Syow, toward the Vale of 
Fofaphathe, is a Welle, that is clept Nata- 
torium Siloe ; and there was oure Lord walshen, 

aftre 
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aftre his Bapteme: And there made oure Lord 
the blynde Man to fee. And there was y 
buryed Y/aye the Prophete. Alfo ftreghte 
from Natatorie Siloe, is an Ymage of Ston, — 
and of olde auncyen Werk, that 4b/a/on leet 
make: and becaufe there of, men clepen it 
the Hond of Abfalon. And fafte by, is zit 
the Tree of Eldre, that ‘fwdas henge him {elf 
upon, for defpeyr that he hadde, whan he 
folde and betrayed oure Lord. And there be- 
fyde, was the Synagoge, where the Bysfhoppes 
of Fewes and the Phary/fes camen to gidere, 
and helden here Confeille. And there cafte 
Yudas the 30 Pens before hem, and feyde, 
that he hadde fynned, betrayenge oure Lord. 
And there nyghe, was the Hows of the A- 
poftles, Philippe and Facob Alphez. Andon 
that other fyde of Mount Syoz, toward the 
Southe, bezonde the Vale, a Stones caft, is_4- 
cheldamache; that is to feye, the Feld of 
Blood; that was bought for the 30 Pens, that 
oure Lord was fold fore. And in that Feld. 
ben many Tombes of Criftene Men: for there 
ben manye Pilgrymes graven. And there ben 
many Oratories, Chapelles and Heremytages; 
where Heremytes weren wont to duelle. And 
toward the Eft, an 100 Pas, is the Cnar- 


nelle of the Hofpitalle of feynt ‘Fobns where 
men 
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men weren wont to putte the Bones of dede 
men. 

Alfo fro Ferufalem, toward the Weft, is 

a fair Chirche, where the Tree of the Cros 
erew. And2 Myle fro thens, is a faire Chirche ; 
where oure Lady mette with E/zabethe, whan 
thei weren bothe withChilde; and feynt fohz 
{tered in his Modres Wombe, and made reye- 
rence to his Creatour, that he faughe not. And 
undre the Awtier of that Chirche, is the place 
where feynt fohz was born. And fro that 
Chirche, is a Myle to the Caftelle of Emaux : 
and there alfo oure Lord {chewed him to 2 of 
his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexioun. Alfo on 
that other fyde, 200 Pas fro Ferufalem, ‘is 
a Chirche, where was wont to be the Cave of 
the Lioun: and undre that Chirche, at 30 
Degrees of Depnefle, weren entered 12000 
Martires, in the tyme of Kyng ™ Cofdroe, 
that the Lyoun " mette with aile in a nyghte, 
be the wille of God. Alfo fro ferufalem 
Myle, is the Mount ‘foye, a fulle fair place 
and a delicyous: and there lythe Samue/ the 
Prophete in a fair Tombe: and men clepen 
it Mount Foye; for it zevethe joye.to Pi!- 
erymes hertes, be caufe that there men feen 
firlt Ferufalem. Allo betwene ferufalem and 
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the Mount of Olyvete, is the Vale of Jofa- 
phathe, undre the Walles of the Cytee, as I 
have feyd before: and in the myddes of the 
Vale, is a lytille Ryvere, that men clepen. 
Torrens Cedron; and aboveh it, over thwart, 
lay a Tre, (that the Cros was made offe) that 
men zeden over onne: and fafte by it is a 
litylle pytt in the Erthe, where the foot of 
the Pileer is zit entered; and there was oure 
Lord firft f{courged: for he was fcourged and 
vileynfly entreted in many places. Alfo in 
the myddel Place of the Vale of fo/aphathe, 
is the Chirche of oure Lady: and it is of 43 
Degrees, undre the Erthe, unto the Sepulcre 
of oure Lady. And oure Lady was of Age, 
whan {che dyed, 72 Zeer. And befide the 
Sepulcre of oure Lady, is an Awtier, where 
oure Lord forzaf feynt Petzr alle his Synnes. 
And fro thens, toward the Weft, undre an 
Awtere, is a Welle, that comethe out of the 
Ryvere of Paradys. And witethe wel, that 
that Chirche is fulle lowe in the Erthe ; and 
fum is alle with inne the Erthe. But I fup- 
pole wel, that it was not fo founded: but for 
becaufe that Ferufalem hathe often tyme ben 
deftroyed, and the Walles abated and beten 
doun and tombled in to the Vale, and that 
thei han ben fo filled azen, and the ground en- 
haunced 
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haunced; and for that skylle, is the Chirche 
fo lowe with in the Erthe: and natheles men 
feyn there comounly, that the Erthe hathe 
fo ben cloven, fythe the tyme, that oure Lady 
was there buryed: and zit men feyn there, 
that it wexethe and groWethe every day, 
with outen dowte. In that Chirche weren 
wont to ben blake Monkes, that hadden hire 
Abbot. And befyde that Chirche, is a Cha- 
pelle, befyde the Roche, that highte Gerhe- 
famany: and there was oure Lord kyfled of 
Fudas; and there was he taken of the ewes: 
and there laft ouré Lord his Difciples, whan 
he wente to preye before his Paffioun, whan 
he preyed and feyde, Pater, fo fieriz poteft; 
tranfeat ame Calix ifie: thatis tofeye; fa- 
dre, 2if it may be, do lere this Chalys go 
fvo me. And whan he cam azen to his 
Difciples, he fond hem flepynge. And in the 
tae" with inne the Chapelle, zit apperen 
the fyngres of oure Lordes Hond, whan he 
putte hemsin the Roche, whan the Fewes 
wolden have taken him. And fro thens a 
tones caft, toward the Southe, is another 
Chapelle, where oure Lord fwette droppes 
of Blood. And there righte nyghe, is the 
Se of Kyng Fofaphathe ; of whom the 
Vale berethe the name. This Fo/ephathe 
I 2 was 
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was Kyng of that Contree, and was con 
verted by an Heremyte, that was a worthi 
man, and dide moche gode And fro thens a 
Bowe drawghte, toward the Southe, is the 
Chirche, where feynt James and Zacharie 
the Prophete weren buryed. And above the 
Vale, is the Mount. of Olyvete: and it is 
cleped. fo, for the plentee of Olyves, that 
growen there. That Mount is more highe 
than the Cytee of Jerufalem is: and ther- 
fore may men, upon that Mount, fee manye 
of the Stretes of the Cytee. And betwene 
that Mount and the Cytee, is not but the 
Vale of Fofaphathe, that is not fulle large. 
And fro that Mount, fteighe oure Lord fe/u 
Crifi to Hevene, upon Afcencioun day: and 
zit there {chewethe the {chapp of his left Foot, 
in the Ston. . And there is a Chirche, where 
was wont to be an Abbot and Chanouns re- 
ae Kees And a lytylle thens, 26 Pas, is a 
Chapelle, and there in is the Ston, on the 
whiche oure Lord fat, whan_he prechede the 
6 Bleffynges, andfeyde thus; Beatz pauperes 
Spiritu:. And there he taughte his Difciples 
the Pater nofier; and wrote it with his finger 
in a Ston. And there nyghe is a Chirche of 
Seynte Marie Egipeyane 3 and thére dche 
I ie in a Fombe.. And fro thens toward 
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the Eft, a 3 Bow fchote, is Bethfagee; to the 
whiche oure Lord fente feynt Peter and iey nt 
ames, for to feche the Affe, upon Palme 
Souday, and rode upon that Affe to Feru fa- 
lem. And in comynge doun fro the Mount 
of Olyvete, toward the Eft, is a Caftelle, that 
is cleped Bethanye: and there dwelte Symon 
leprous, and there herberwed oure Lord; and 
aftre, he was baptized of the Apoftles, and 
was clept Fu/zan, and was made Biffchoppe: 
and this is the fame ‘Fadyan, that men clepe 
to for gode Herberghgage: for oure Lord her- 
berwed with him, in his Hows. And inthat 
Hous, oure Lord forzaf Marze Magdaleyne 
hire Synnes ; there {che whafiched his Feet 
with hire Teres, and wyped hem with hire 
Heer. And there ferved feynt Martha, oure 
Lord. There oure Lord reyfed Lazar, fro 
Dethe to lyve, that was ded 4 dayes and ftank, 
that was brother to Marie Magdaleyne and 
to Martha. And there duelte alfo Marie 
Cleophe. That Caftelle is wel a Myle long 
fro Ferufalem. Al\fo°in comynge doun fro 
the Mount of Olyvete, is the place where oure 
Lord wepte upon Ferufalem. And there be- 
fyde is the place, where oure Lady appered 
to feynt Thomas the Apofile, aftre hire Af- 
{famptioun, and zaf him hire Gyrdylle. And 
13 right 
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right nygheis the Ston, where oure Lord of: 
ten tyme fat upon, whan he prechede: and 
upon that fame fchalle he fytte, at the day of 
Doom ; righte asthim felf feyde. 

Alfo aftre the Mount of Olyvete, is the 
Mount of Galilee: there aflembleden the A- 
poftles, whan Marze Magdaleyne cam, and 
tolde hem of Crzffes uprifynge. And there, 
betwene the Mount O/yvete and the Mount 
Galilee, isaChirche, where the Aungel feyde 
to oure Lady, of hire Dethe. Alfio fro Be- 
thanye to ferico, was fomtyme’a litylle Cy- 
tee: but it is now alle deftroyed; and now 
ig there but a litylle Village. That Cytee 
tok ‘fofie, be myracle of God and cémande- 
ment of the Aungel, and deftroyed it and 
curfed it, and alle hem that bylled’it azen. 
Of that Citee was Zacheus theDwerf, that 
clomb up in to the Sycomour Tre, for to fee 
oure Lord; be caufe he was fo litille, he 
myghte not feen him for the peple. And of 
that Cytee was Raab the comoun Woman, 
that afcaped allone, with hem of hire lynage; 
and iche often tyme refreffched and fed the 
Meflageres of £/rael, and kepte hem’ from 
manye grete periles of Dethe: and therfore 
iche hadde gode reward; as Holy Writt feythe: 
Oui accipit Prophetam in nomine meo, mer- 

; | cedem 
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cedem Propheta accipiet: that is to feye; 
He that takethe a Prophete in my name, he 
fehalle take mede of the Prophete: and fo 
hadde {che; for {che prophecyed to the Mef- 
fageres, feyenge, Novz quod Dominus tradet 
vobis Terram banc: that is to feye; I wot 
wel, that oure Lord fthal betake zou this 
Lond: and fo he dide. And aftre Salomon, 
Naafones Sone, wedded hire; and fro that 
tyme was {che a worthi Woman, and ferved 
God wel. -Alfo from Betanye, gon men to 
flom Fordan, by a Mountayne, and thorghe 
Defert ; and it is nyghe a Day iorncye fro 
Bethanye, toward the Lf, to a gret hille, 
where oure Lord fafted 40 dayes. Upon that 
Hille, the enemy of Helle bare oure Lord, 
and tempted him, and feyde; Dic ut lapi- 
des ifit panes fant: thatistofeye; fey, that 
theife Stones be made Loves. In that place, 
upon the hille, was wont to ben a faire 
Chirche; but it is alle deftroyed, fo that there 


is now but an Hermytage, that a maner of 


Criftene men holden, that ben cleped Georg y- 
enes: forieynt George converted hem. Up- 
on that hille, duelte 24raham a gret while: 
and therfore men clepen it, brahames Gar- 
dyn. And betwene the Hille and this Gar- 


dyn, renneth a lytille Broke of Watre, that 
I 4 was 
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was wont to ben byttre; but be the bleffyng 
of Helifee the Prophete, it becam {wete and 
gode to drynke, And at the foot of this 
Hille, toward the Playn, isagret Welle, that 
entrethe in to Flom Yordan. . Fro that Hille, 
to Ferico, that Idpak of before, is but a Myle, 
in goynge toward Flom Fordanu. Alfo as men 


gon to, ferico, fat the blynde man, cryenge, 


Fefit, file David, miferere mei: that is to 
feye; Fefu, Davides fone, have mercy om 
me: and anon he hadde his fighte. Allo 2 
Myle fro Jerico, is Flom fordan: and an 
half myle more nyghe, is a faire Chirche of 
of Seynt Fobx the Baptift; where he baptifed 
oure Lord: and there befyde, is the Hous of 
Jeremye the Prophete. 3 


Car, 
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Of the dede See ; and of the Flom Jor-, 
dan. Of the Hed of feyut John the 
Baptift ; and of the Ufages of the 


Samaritanes. 


ND fro Ferico, a 3 Myle, is the dede 

See. Aboute that See, growethe moche 
°Alom and of A/katran. Betwene Ferico 
and that See, is the Lond of Deugadde; and 
there was wont to growe the Bawme: but 
P men make drawe the braunches there of, 
and beré hem to ben grafted at Babzloyne: 


and zit men clepen hem Vynes of Gaddy. At 
a Coft of that See, as men gon from rable, 


is the Mount of the Moabytes ; where there 
is a Cave, that men clepen Karua.. Upon 
that hille, ladde Balak the Sone of Booz, 
Balaam the Preft, for to curfe the Peple of 
Lfrael. That dede See departethe the Lond 
of Yude and of Arabye: and that See laftethe 
from Soara unto Arabye. The Watre of that 
© Dalem e Dalketram, L. De Alym ey Dalketran. F. 
P Tranflatum fuit ad Babilonem, \. | 
See 
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See is fulle bytter andSalt: and ziff the Erthe 
were made moyift and weet with that Watre, 
it wolde nevere bere Fruyt. And the Erthe 
and the Lond chaungeth often his colour. 
And it caftethe out of the Watre, a thing that. 
men clepen Afpalt; alfo gret peces, as the 
sretnefle of an Hors, every day, and on alle 
fydes. And fro ‘ferufalem to that See, is 200 
Furlonges. ‘That See is in lengthe 580 Fur- 
longes, and in brede 150 Furlonges: and it is 
clept the dede See, for it rennethe nought, 
but is evere unmevable. And nouther manne, 
beft, ne no thing that berethe lif in him, ne 
may not dyen in that See: and that hathe 


ben preved manye tymes, be men that han 
differved to ben dede, that han ben caft there 


inne, and left there inne, 3 dayes or 4, and 
thei ne myghte never dye ther inne: for it 
refceyvethe no thing with inne him, that 
berethe lif. Andno man may drynken of the 
Watre, for bytterneffe. And zif aman cafte 
Tren there in, it wole. flete aboven. And zif 
men cafte a Fedre there in, it wole fynke to. 
the botme: and theife ben thinges azenft kynde. 
And alfo the Cytees there weren loft, be canfe 
of Synne. And there befyden growen trees, 
that beren fulle faire Apples, and faire of co- 
four to beholde; but whofo brekethe hem or 

cutteths 
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cuttethe hem in two, he fchalle fynde with 
in hem Coles and Cyndres; in tokene thar, 
be Wratthe of God, the Cytees and the Lond 
weren brente and fonken in to Helle. Sum 
men clepen that See, the Lake Da/fetzdee ; 
fumme, the Flom of Develes; and siime, 
the Flom that is ever ftynkynge. And in to 
that See, fonken the 5 Cytees, be Wratthe of 
God; that is to feyne, Sodom, Gomorre, Al- 
dama, Seboym and Segor, for the abhomyna- ° 
ble fynne of Sodomye, that regned in hem. 
But Segor, be the preyer of Lothe, was faved 
and kept a gret while: for it was fett upon an 
hille; and zit fchewethe therof fum party, a- 
bove the Watre: and men may fee the Walles, 
when it is fayr Wedre and cleer. In that Cy- 
tee Lothe dwelte, a lytylle while; and there 
was he made dronken of his Doughtres, and 
lay with hem, and engendred of hem Afoab 
and Amon. And the caufe whi his Doughtres 
made him dronken, and for to ly by him, 
was this; becaufe thei fawghe no man aboute 
hem, but only here Fadre: and therfore thei 
troweéd, thatGod had deftroyedalle thé World, 
as he hadde don the Cytees; as he hadde don 
before, be Noes Flood. And therfore thei 
wolde lye with here Fadre, for to have Iffuec, 
and forto replenyfichen the World azen with 
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Peple, to reftore the World azen be hem: 
for thei trowed, that ther had ben no mo mer 
in alle the World. And zif here Fadre had 
not ben dronken, he hadde not y leye with 
hem. And the hille aboven Segor, men cleped 
it thanne Edom: and aftre men cleped it Seyr, 
and aftre Ydwmea. Alfo at the righte fyde 
of that dede See, dwellethe zit the Wife of: 
Lothe, in lyknefle of a falt Ston; for that 
{chee loked behynde hire, whan the Cytees 
fonkenin to Helle. This Lothe was Araammes 
fone, that was Brother to Abraham. And 
Sarra Abrahames Wif, and Melcha Nachors 
Wif, weren Suftren to the feyd Lethe. And 
the fame Sarra was of elde 90 Zeer, whan 
Yfaac hire fone was goten on hire. And 4 
brabam. hadde another fone Y/mael, that he 
gat upon Agar his Chambrere. “And whan 
YVfaac his fone was 8 dayes olde, Abraham 
his Fadre leet him ben circumcyded, and 
V/mael with him, that was 14 Zeer old: 
wherfore the Fewes that comen of 7/aacces 
lyne, ben circumcyded the 6 Day; and the 
Sarrazines, that comen of 7/maeles: lyne, 
ben circumcyded whan thei ben 14 Zeer of 

Age. 
Sina zee {chulle undirftonde, that with in 
the dede See, rennethe the Flom Fordan, and 
| there. 
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there it dyethe: for it rennethe no further- 
more: and that is a place, that is a Myle fro 
the Chirche of feynt Fobz the Baptift, to- 
ward the Weft, a lytille benethe the place, 
where that Criftene men bathen hem co- 
mounly. And a Myle from Flom Yordan, 
is the Ryvere of fabothe, the whiche 7Fa- 
cob pafled over, whan he cam fro Me/opota- 
sme. This Flom Jordan is no gret Ryvere; 
but it is plenteous of gode Fiffche: and it 
cometh out of the hille of Lydaz, be 2 Welles, 
that ben cleped For and Daz: and of tho 
2 Welles hath it the name. And it paffethe 
be a Lake, that is clept A/aroz; and aftre it 
paffethe by the See of Zyberye, and paflethe 
undre the hilles of Geldoe: and there is a fulle 
faire Vale, bothe on that o fyde and on that 


other of the fame Ryvere,. And men gon the 
hilles of Lyban, alle in lengthe, unto the de- 


fert of Pharan. And tho hilles departen. the 
kyngdom of Surrye and the Contree of Phe- 
nefie. And upon tho hilles growen Trees of 
Cedre, that ben fulle hye, and thei beren longe 
Apples, and als grete asa mannes heved. And 
alfo this Flom fordan departeth the Lond of 
Galilee and the Lond of Ydumye and the 
Lond of Betrou: and that rennethe undre 
Erthe a gret weye, unto a fayre playn and a 
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gret, that is clept Medan, in Sarmoyz; that 
is tofeye, Feyre or Markett, in here Langage; 
be caufe that there is often Feyres in that 
pleyn. And there becomethe the Watre gret 
and large. And that Playn is the Tombe of 
Fob. And in that Flom Fordan aboveleyd; 
was oure Lord baptized of feynt Joby; and 
the voys of God the Fadre was herd feyenge, 
Hite eft Filius meus dileétus &c. that is to 
feye; This ts my beloved fone, in the whiche 
L am well plefed; bherethe hym. And the 
Holy Goft alyghte upon hym, in lykneffe of 
a Colver: and {fo at his Baptizynge, was alle 
the hool Trynytee. And thorghe that Flom, 
paffeden the Children of I/rae/, alle dryefeet: 
and thei putten Stones there in the myddel 
place, in tokene of the Myracle, that the Wa- 
tre withdrowghe him fo. Alfo in that Flom 
‘Fordau, Naaman of Syrie bathed him; that 
was fulle riche, but he was mefelle: and there 
anon he toke his hele. Abouten the Flom 
Fordan ben manye Chirches, where that ma- 
nye Criftene men dwelleden. And nyghe 
therto is the Cytee of Hay, that Fo/fie affayl- 
ed and toke. Alfo bezonde the Flom Jordan; 
is the Vale of Mambre; and that is a fulle 
fair Vale. Alfo upon the hille, that I {pak 
of before, where oure Lord fafted 40 dayes, 

a2 
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a2 Myle long from Galilee, is a faire hille 
and an highe ; where the Enemye, the Fend 
bare oure Lord, the thridde tyme, to tempte 
him, and fchewede him alle the Regiouns of 
the World, and feyde, Hec omuza tibi dabo, 
ji cadens adoraveris me: that is to feyne ; 
Alle this [challe I zeve the, zif thou falle 
and worfchipe me. 

Alfo fro the dede See, to gon Eftward out 
of the Marches of the Holy Lond, that is 
clept the Lond of Promyffioun, is a ftrong 
Caftelle and a fair, in an hille, that is clept 
Carak, en Sarmoyz: that isto feyne, Ryally. 
That Caftelle let make kyng Baldwyn, (that 
was Kyng of France) whan he had conquer- 
ed that Lond; and putte it in to Criftene 
menneshondes, for tokepe that Contree. And 
for that caufe, was it clept the Mownt rialle. 
And undre it there is a Town, that hight So- 
bache: and there alle abowte dwellen Criftene 
men, undre Trybute. Fro thens gon Men to 
Nazarethe, of the whiche oure Lord berethe 
the Surname. And fro thens, there is 3 Jour- 
neyes to Ferufalem: and men gon be the 
Provynce of Galylee, be Ramatha, be So- 
thym and be the highe hille of Efraim ; 
where Elchana and Anna, the Modre of Sa- 
muelle the Prophete, dwelleden. There was 

I born 
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born this Prophete: and aftre his Dethe, he 
was buryed at Mount Joye, as I have feyd 
zou before. And than gon men to Syh; 
where the Arke of God with the Relikes 
weren kept longe tyme, undre Z/y the Pro- 
phete. ‘There made the peple of ron Sa- 
ctifice to oure Lord: and ther thei zolden up 
here Avowes: and there fpak God firft to 
Samuelle, and {chewed him the mutacioun of 
ordre of Prefthcde, and the mifterie of the Sa- 
crement. And right nyghe, on the left fyde, 
is Gabaon and Rama and Beniamyn; of the 
whiche Holy Writt fpekethe offe. And aftre 
‘men gon to Sychem, tumtyme clept Sychar; 
and that is in the Provynce of Samaritanes : 
and there is a fulle fair Vale and a fructuonfe, 
and there is a fair Cytee and a gode, that men 
clepen Neop/e. And from thens is a jorneye 
to Ferufalem. And there is the Welle, where 
oure Lord {pak to the Woman of Samarztan. 
And there was wont to ben a Chirche; but 
it is beten doun. Befyde that Welle, Kyng 
Roboas let make 2 Calveren of Gold, and 
made hem to-ben worfchipt, and put that on 
at Dan, and that other at Betelle. And a 
Myle fro Sychar, is the Cytee of Deluze. 
And in that Cytee dwelte <bralan, a cer- 
teyntyme. Sychemisa1o Myle fro jerus 
falem 
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faiem, and it is clept Neople; that is for to 
feyne; the neweCytee. And nyghe befyde 
is the Tombe of ‘ofephe the Sone of ‘Facob; 
that governed Egypt: for the ewes baren 
his Bones from Ag ypt; and buryed hem there. 
And thidre gon the. fewes oftentyme in Pil- 
grimage, with gret Devocioun. In that Cytee 
was Dyne Facobes Doughter ravyficht; for 
whom hire Bretheren flowen many perfones, 
and diden many harmes to the Cytee. And 
there befyde, is the hille of Gara/oun, where 
the Samaritanes maken here Sacrifice: in that 
hille wolde Abraham have facrificed his Sone 
Yfaac. And there befyde is the Vale of Do- 


taym: and there is the Cifterne, where Fo- 


fephe was caft in of his Bretheren, which thei 
folden; and that is a 2 Myle fro Sychar. 
From thens gon men to Samarye, that men 
clepen now Sebaf?; and that is the chief Cy- 
tee of that Contree :.and it fytt betwene the 
hille of Aygues, as Ferufalem dothe. In that 
Cytee was the fyttinges of the 12 Tribes of 
Lfrael: but the Cytee is not now fo gret, 
as it was wont to be. There was buryed 
feynt fohbz the Baptift, betwene 2 Prophetes, 
Helyfeus and Abdyan: but he was beheded 
in the Caftelle of Macharyme, belyde the dede 
See: and aftre he was tranflated of his Dit- 
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ciples, and buryed at Samarze: and there let 
Fulianus Apoftata dyggen him up, and let 
brennen his Bones; (for he was that tyme 
Emperour) and let wyndwe the Askes in the 
Wynd. But the Fynger, that fchewed oure 
Lord, feyenge, Acce Agnus Dez: that is to 
feyne; Lo the Lamb of God: that nolde-ne- 
vere brenne, but is alle hol: that Fynger leet 
feynte Tecle the holy Virgyne be born in to 
the hille of Sebaff; and there maken men 
gret fefte. In that place was wont to ben a 
fair Chirche ; and many othere there weren: 
but thei ben alle beten doun. There was 
wont to ben the heed of feynt Fobz Baptift, 
enclofed in the Walle: but the Emperour 
Theodofie let drawe it out, and fond it wrap- 
ped in a litille Clothe, alle blody ; and fo he 
leet it to be born to Coffantynoble : and zit at 
Coffantynoble is the, hyndre partye of the 
Heed: and the for partie of the Heed, til 
undre the Chyn, is at Rome, undre the Chirche 
of feynt Sz/vefire, where ben 4 Nonnes of an 
hundred Ordres: and it is zit alle broylly, 
as thoughe it were half brent: for the Empe- 
tour Fulianus abovefeyd, of his curfednefle 
and malice, let brennen that partie with the 
other bones; and zit it {chewethe: and this 
4 Moniales Cordularie, L. 


thing 
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thing hathe ben preved, both be Popes and 
by Emperours. , And the Jowes benethe, that 
holden to the Chyn, anda partie of the Affches, 
and the Platere, that the Hed was leyd in, 
whan it was {myten of, is at Geve: and the 
Geueweyes maken of it gret Fefte; and fo 
don the Sarazynes alfo.. And fum men feyn, 
that the Heed of feynt Yobz is at Amyas, in 
Pzcardye: and other men feyn, that it is the 
Heed of feynt ‘ohn theByfichop. I wot nere, 
but God knowethe: but in what wyfe than 
men worfchipen it, theblefled feynt Fohz holt 
him a payd. 

From this Cytee of Sebafi unto Ferufalem, 
is 12 Myle. And betwene the Hilles of that 
Contree, there is a Welle, that 4 Sithes.in 
the Zeer chaungethe his Colour ; fomryme 
srene, fomtyme reed, fomtyme cleer, and 
fomtyme trouble: and men clepen that Welle 
Fob. Andthe folk of that Contree, that men 
clepen Samaritanes, weren converted and bap- 
tized by the Apoftles: but thei holden not 
wel here Doctryne; and alle weys thei holden 
Lawes by hem {felf, varyenge from Criftene 
men, from Sarrazines, Fewes and Paynemes. 
And the Samaritanes leeven well in o God: 
and thei feyn wel, that there is but. only o 
God, that alle formed, and alle {challe deme: 
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and thei holden the Bible aftre’the Lettre: and 
thei ufen the P/awtere, as the Fewes don: 
and thei feyn, that thei ben the righte Sones 
of God: and among alle other folk, thei leyn 
that thei ben beft beloved of God; and that 
to hem belongethe the Heritage, that God be- 
highte to hife beloved Children: and thei han 
alfo dyverfe Clothinge and Schapp, to loken 
on, than other folk han; for thei wrappen 
here Hedes in red Linnene Clothe, in diffe- 
rence fré othere.. And the Sarazznes wrap- 
pen here Hedes in white lynnene Clothe. And 
the Criftene men, that duellen in the Contree, 


- wrappen hem in blew of Zzde; and the Jewes 


in zelow Clothe. In that Contree dtellen 
manye of the Jewes, payenge Tribute, as 
Criftene men don. And zif zee wil knowe 
the Lettres, that the Fewes ufen, thei ben 
fuche; andthe names ben, as thei clepen hem, 
Writen aboven, in manere of here 4% B.C. 


N a : 7 rt "1 
Alephe. Bethe. Gymel. Delethe. He. Vau., 
f.. Pte ee aus #8 Oe 98 
Lay. Cy. Thet. Fobt. Kapho. Lampd. Mem. 
} De he he eS 5 


Num. Samethe. Ey. F'bee. Sade. Cophe. Refch. 
oe. 
Son. Lau. 
Cap. 
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Of the Province of Galilee, and where 
Antecrift fchalle be born. Of Na- 
zarethe.. Of the Ave of oure Lady. 
Of the Day of Doom; and of the 
Cuftomes of Jacobites, Surryenes ; 
and of the Ufages of Georgyenes. 


ROM this Contree of the Samaritanes, 

that I have fpoken of before, gon men 

to the Playnes of Ga/ilee. And men leven the 
hilles,on that o partye. And Gadz/eeis on of the 
Provynces of the Holy Lond: and inthat Pro- 
vynce is theCytee of Naym and Capharunaum 
and Chorofaymand Bethfayde Inthis Bethfeyde 
was feynt Petre and feynt Andrew born. 
And thens, a4 Myle,is Choro/aym: ands Myle 
fro Chorofaym, is the Cytee of Cedar, where 
of the Pfautre {pekethe: Lt habitavi cum 
babitantibus Cedar : thatis for to feye; dad 
I have dwelled with the dwellynge men in 
Cedar. In Chorofaym {challe Antecrift be 
born, as fum men feyn; and other men feyn, 
he fchalle be born in Babyloyne : for the Pro- 
K 3 phete 
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phete feyth; De Babilonia Coluber exiet, 
ui totum mundum devorabit : thatis to feyne: : 
Out of Babiloyne {chal come a Worm, that 
fchal devoure alle the World. This Ante- 
crift {chal be noryficht in Beth/ayda, and he 
{challe regne in Capharnaum: and therfore 
feythe Holy Writt ; Ve tibi, Chorafaym: ve 
tibi, Bethfayda: ve tib1, Capharuaum: that 
is to feye; Wo be to the, Chorofaym: wo to 
the, Bethfayda: wo ¢o the, Capharnaum. And 
alle theife Townes ben in the Lond of Ga/z- 
ee. And alfo, the Cane of Galilee is 4 Myle 
fro Nazarethe: of that Cytee was Symox 
Chananeus, and his Wif Cance; of the whiche 
the Holy Evaungelift fpekethe off: there dide 
oure Lord the firfte Myracle at the Wedyng, 
whan he turned Watre in toWyn. And in 
the ende of Galzlee, at the hilles, was the 
Arke of God taken ; and on that other fyde 
is the Mownt Hendor or Hermon. And there 
aboute gothe the Broke of Cz/ow: and there 
belyde, Barache, that was Abymeleche Sone, 
with ‘De/bere the Prophetiffe, overcam. the 
Ooft of Zdumea, whan Cy/era the Kyng was 
flayn of * Gebelle, the Wif of 4ber; and 
chaced bezonde the Flom Fordan, be Strengthe 
ef Sword, Zeb and Zebce and Salpana; and 


mFael, the Wife of Heber. 
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there he flowghe hem. Alfo a 5 Myle fro 
Naym, is the Cytee of Fezreel, that fomtyme 
was clept Zarym; of the whicheCytee Fexa- 
bel the curfed Queen was Lady and Queen, 
that toke awey the Vyne of Nabaothe, be hire 
Strengthe. Fafte,by that Cytee, is the Feld 
Magede, in the whiche the Kyng Foras was 
flayn of the Kyng of Samarze, and aftre was 
tranflated and buryed in the Mount Syon. 
And a Myle fro fezrae/, ben the Hilles of 
Gelboe, where Saul and fouathas that weren 
fofaire, dyeden: wherfore Davzd curfed hem, 
as Holy Wrytt feythe; Moztes Gelboe, nec Ros 
nec Pluvia&c. that isto feye; Zee Hilles of 
Gelboe, nouther Dew ne Reyn com upon zou. 
AndaMyle fro the Hilles of Ge/boe,toward the 
Eft, is the Cytee of Cyrople, that was clept 
before Beth/ayz. And upon the Walles of that 
Cytee, was the Hed of Sau/ honged. 

Aftre gon men be the hille, befyde the 
Pleynes of Galylee, unto Nazarethe, where 


was wont to ben a gret Cytee and a fair: but 


now there is not, but a lytille Village, and 
Houfes a brood here and there. And it is 
not walled; and it fytt in a litille Valeye, and 
there ben Hilles alle aboute. There was oure 
Lady born: but {che was goten at ferufale. 
And be caufe that oure Lady was born at Na- 

P< zarethes 
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zarethe, therfore bare oure Lord his Surname 
of that Town. There toke Fofephe our Lady 
to Wyf, whan fiche was 14 Zeere of Age: 
and there Gabrielle grette our Lady, feyenge, 
Ave gratia plena, Dominus tecum: that is 
to feyne; Heyl fulle of Grace, oure Lord 25 
with the. And this Salutacioun was don in 
a place of a gret Awteer of a faire Chirche, 
that was wont to be fomtyme: but it is now 
alle downe: and men han made a litylle Ref- 
ceyt, befyde a Pylere of that Chirche, for to 
re{ceyve the Offrynges of Pilgrymes. And 
the Sarrazines kepen that place fulle derely, 
for the profyte that thei han there offe: and 
thei ben fulle wykked Sarrazznes and cruelle, 
and more difpytous than in ony other place, 
and han deftroyed alle the Chirches. There 
nyghe is Gabrielles Welle, where oure Lord 
was wont to bathe him, whan he was zong: 
and fro that Welle bare he Watre often tyme, 
to his Modre: and in that Welle fche woffche 
often tyme the Clowtes of hire Sone Fefi 
Crift. And fro Ferufalem unto thidre, is 3 
Journeyes. At Nazarethe was oure Lord 
noriffcht. Nazarethe is als meche to leycy 
as Flour of the Gardyn: and be gode skylle 
may it ben clept Flour; for there was norificht 
the Flour of Lyf, that was Crit Fefs. And2 
) Myle 
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Myle fro Nazarethe, is the Cytee of Sephor, 
be the Weye, that gothe fro Nazerethe to 
4Acon. And an half Myle fro Nazarethe, is 
the Lepe of oure Lord: for the Fewes lad- 
den him upon an highe Roche, for to make 
him lepe doun, and have flayn him: but Fe/z 
paffed amonges hem, and lepte upon another 
Roche ; and zit ben the Steppes of his Feet 
fene in the Roche, where he allyghte. And 
therfore feyn fum men, whan thei dreden hem 
of Thefes, on ony Weyc, or of Enemyes ; 
Fefus autem tranfiens per medium illoré 
zbat : that is to feyne; fefus forfothe paf- 
fouge be the myddes of hem, he wente: in 
tokene and mynde, that oure Lord paffed 
thorghe out the fewes Crueltee, and {caped 
fafly fro hem; fo furely mowe men paffen 
the perile of Thefes. And than fey Men 2 
Vers. of the Pfautre, 3 Sithes: Irruat fuper 
eos formido & pavor, in magnitudine Bra- 
chit tut, “Domine. Fiant inmobiles, quaft 
Lapis, douec pertranfeat populus tuus, Do- 
mine; donec pertranfeat populus tuus iffe, 
quem poffedifiz, And thanne may men paffe 
with outen perile. And zee fchulle undir- 
{tonde, that oure Lady hadde Child, whan 
{che was 15 Zeere old: and {che was conver- 
fant with hire Sone 33 Zeer and 3 Monethes. 
And 
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And aftre the Paffioun of oure Lord, {che 
lyvede 24 Zeer. 

Alfo fro Nazarethe, men gon to the Mount 
LThabor; and that isa 4 Myle: and it isa 
fulle faire Hille, and well highe, where was 
wont to ben a Toun and many Chirches; 
but thei ben alle deftroyed; but zit there is 
a place, that men clepen the Scole of God, 
where he was wont to teche his Difciples, 
and tolde hem the Prevytees of Hevene. And 
at the foot of that Hille, Me/chi/edeche, that 
was Kyng of Sa/em, in the turnynge of that 
Hille, mette 46raham in comynge azen from 
the Bataylle, whan he had flayn 4bymeleche : 
and this Melchifedeche was bothe Kyng and 
Preft of Salem, that now.is cleped feru/alem. 
In that Hille T/zbor, oure Lord transfigured 


him before feynt Petre, feynt ohm and feynt 


Fame; and there thei fawghe goftly, Afoy/es 
and E/ye the Prophetes befyde hem: and 
therfore feyde feynt Petre, Domine, bonum 
eft nos hic effe; factamus tria Tabernacula: 
that is to feye; Lorde, zt is gode for us to 
ben here; make we here 3 dwellyng places. 
And there herd thei a Voys of the Fadir, that 
feye, Hic eff filius meus dilettus, in quo mibs 
bene complacui. And oure Lord defended 
hem, that thei fcholde not telle that Avifioun, 

til 
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zil that he were ryfen from Dethe to Lyf. In 
that Hille and in that fame place, at the day 
of Doom, 4 Aungeles, with 4 Trompes, ichulle 
blowen and reyfen alle men, that hadden fuf- 
fred Dethe, fithe that the World was formed, 
from Dethe to Lyve; and {ichulle comen in 
Body and Soule in Juggement; before the 
face of oure Lord, in the Vale of fo/aphathe. 
And the Doom {challe ben on Effre Day, 
fuche tyme as oure Lord aroos: and theDom 
{challe begynne, fuche houre as oure Lord 
defcended to Helle and difpoyled it: for at 
fuche Houre {chal he difpoyle the World, and 
lede his chofene to Blifle;..and the othere 
{challe be condempne to perpetuelle Peynes: 
and thanne {challe every man have aftir his 
differt, outher Gode or Evylle; but zif the 
Mercy of God paffe his Rightewifneffe. 

- Alfo a Myle from Mount Thador, is the 
Mount Heremon; and there was the Cytee of 
Naym. Before the Zate of that Cytee, reyled 
oure Lord the Wydewes fone, that. had no 
mo Children. Alfo 3 Myle fro Nazarethe, 
is the Caftelle Safra; of the whiche, the 
Sones of Zebedee and the Sones of Alphee 
weren. Alfoa7 Myle fro Nazarethe, is the 
Mount Kayz; and undre that isa Welle, and 
befyde that Welle, Lameche Noees Fadre 
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floughe Kaym with an Arwe. For this Kaym 
wente thorghe Breres and Busfhes, as a wylde 
Beit; and he had lyved fro the tyme of 4 
dam his Fadir, unto the tyme of Noe; and fo 
he lyvede nyghe to 2000 Zeer. And this Za- 
meche was alle blynd for elde. 

Fro Safra, men gothe to the See of Ga- 
lylee and to the Cytee of Tyberye, that fyte 
upon the fame See. And alle be it, that men 
clepen it a See, zit is it nouther See ne Arm 
of the See: for it is but a Stank of frefche 
Watir, that is in lengthe 100 Furlonges; and 
of brede 40 Furlonges; and hathe with in him 
eret plentee of gode Fiffche, and rennethe in 
to Flom Jordan. The Cytecis not fulle gret, 
but it hathe gode Bathes with in him, And 


there, as the Flom ‘Jordan partethe fro the 


See of Galilee, is a gret Brigge, where men 
paffen from the Lond of Promy/ffioun, to the 
Lond of Baazan and the Lond of Gerra/entz, 
that ben about the Flom Fordan, and the be- 
gyonynge of the See of Tyberie. And fro 
thens may men go to Damask, in 3 dayes, 
be the. Kyngdom of Traconye ; the whiche 
Kyngdom laftethe fro Mount Heremon to the 
See of Galilee, or to the See of Tyberze, or 
to the See of Fexazarethe; and alle is o See, 
and this the Stank that-I have told zou; but 

it 


Sir John Maundevile, Kt. r4r 


it chaungethe thus the name, for the names 
of the Cytees that fytten befyde hem. Upon 
that See, went oure Lord drye feet; and there 
he toke up feynt Petzr, when he began to 
drenche with in the’See, and feyde to him, 
Modice Fidei, guare dubitafiz? And aftre 
his Refurrexioun, oure Lord appered on that 
See, to his Difciples, and bad hem fyfiche, 
and filled alle the Nett fulle of gret Fisthes, 
In that See, rowed oure Lord often tyme; 
and there he called to hym, feynt Pezzr, feynt 
Andrew, feynt fames and feynt Fobn, the 
Sones of Zebedee. In that Cytee of Tyberie, 
is the Table, upon the whiche oure Lord cete 
upon, with his Difciples, aftre his Refurrexi- 
oun; and thei knewen him in brekynge of 
Bred, as the Gofpelle feythe; Et cognoverunt 
eum in fractione ‘Panis. And nyghe that 
Cytee of Zyberie, is the Hille, where oure 
Lord fedde 5 thoufand Perfones, with 5 barly 
Loves and 2 Fisfhes. In that Cytee, a man 
caft an brennynge Dart in wratthe aftir oure 
‘Lord, and the Hed {mot in to the Eerthe, and 
Wax grene, andit growed to agret Tree; and 
zit it growethe, and the Bark there of is alle 
lyk Coles. Alfo in the Hed of that See of 
Galilee, toward the Septemtryon, is a ftrong 
Caftelle and an highe, that highte Saphor : 


and 


pt i 
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and faft befyde it, isCapharnaum: within the 
Lond of Promyffioun, is not fo {trong a Ca- 
{telle: and there is a gode Toun benethe, that 
is clept alfo Saphor. In that Caftel, feynt 
Anne oure Ladyes Modre was born. And 
there benethe was Centurioes Hous. That 
Contree is clept the Ga/zlee of * Folk, that 
weren taken to Tribute of Sabulon, and of 
Neptalym. And in azen comynge fro that 
Caftelle, a 30 Myle, is the Cytee of Dan, 
that fomtyme was clept Belynas, or Ce- 
faire Philippon, that fytt at the foot of the 
Mount of Lyban, where the Flom Fordan be- 
gynnethe. There begynnethe the Lond of 
Promyffioun, and durethe unto Ber/fabee, in 
lengthe, in goynge toward the Northe in to 
the Southe; and it conteynethe well a 180 
Myles: and of brede, that is to feye, fro Fe- 
vicho unto Jaffe, and that conteynethe a 40 
Myle of Lombardye, or of oure Contree, that 
ben alfo lytylle Myles. Theife ben not Myles 
of Gafcoyne, ne of the Provynce of A/mayne, 
where ben gret Myles. And wite zee welle, 
that the Lond of Promy/ffioun is in Strye. For 
the Reme of Syrze durethe fro the Defertes 
of Arabye, unto Cecyle, and that is Ermonye 
the grete, that is to feyne, fro the Southe to 
$ Gentiles. 
the 
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the Northe: and fro the Eft to the Weft, ic 
durethe fro the grete Defertes of Arabye unto 
the Weft See. But in that Reme of Syrie, 
is the Kyngdom of fudee, and many other 
Provynces, as Palefiyne, Galzlee, litylle Ci- 
licye, and many othere. In that Contree and 
other Contrees bezonde, thei han a Cuftom, 
whan thei fchulle ufen Werre, and whan men 
holden Sege abouten Cytee or Caftelle, and 
thei with innen dur not fenden out Meflagers 
with Lettres, fr6 Lord to Lord, for to aske 
Sokour, thei maken here Letters and bynden 
hem to the Nekke of a Colver, and leten the 
Colver flee; and the Colveren ben {fo taughte, 
that thei fleen with tho Lettres to the verry 
place, that men wolde fende hem to. For the 
Colveres ben noryficht in tho Places, where 
thei ben fent to ; and thei fenden hem thus, 
for to beren here Lettres. And the Colveres 
retournen azen, where as thei ben noriffcht: 
and fo thei don comounly. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that amonges 
the Sarazines, o part and other, duellen ma- 
ny Criftene men, of many maneres and dy- 
verfe names; and alle ben baptized, and han 
dyverfe Lawes and dyverfe Cuftomes: but 
alle beleven in God the Fadir and the Sone 
and the Holy Goft: but alle weys fayle thei, 


in 
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in sOme Articles of oure Feythe. Some of 
theife ben clept Facobytes: for feynt Fame 
converted hem, and feynt fox baptized hem. 
They feyn, that a Man {chal maken his Con- 
feffioun only to God, and not to a Man: for 
only to him, fcholde man zelden him gylty 
of alle, that he hathe mys don. Ne God or- 
deyned not, ne never devyfed, ne the Pro- 
phete nouther, that a man {cholde {chryven 
him to another, (as thei feyn) but only to 
God: as Moy/es writethe in the Bible, and as 
David {eythe in the P/awtre Boke; Confite- 
bor tibi, “Domine, in toto Corde meo: and, 
Delittum meum tibt cognitum fect: And, 
‘Deus meus es tu, © confitebor tibi: And, 
Quoniam cogitatio hominis confitebitur ti- 
bi: &c. For thei knowen alle the Bzb/e, and 
and the Pfautere : and therfore allegge thei 
fo the Lettre: but thei alleggen not the Auto- 
ritees thus in Latyn, but in here Langage, 
fulle appertely; and feyn wel, that David 
and othere Prophetes feyn it. Natheles feynt 
Aufiyn and feynt Gregory feyn thus: Augu/fiz- 
nus; Qui feelera fua cogitat, % conver {us 
fuerit, veniam fibt credat. Gregorius; ‘Do- 
minus potius mentem quam verba refpictt: 
And feynt Hilary feythe ; Lougoru tempo- 
rum crimina, initia Ocul: pereunt, fi Cordzs 

6 Nata 
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nata fuerit compunctio. And for fuch®Aucto- 
ritees, thei feyn, that only to God fchalle a 
man knouleche his Defautes, zeldynge him felf 
pylty, and cryenge him mercy, and beho- 
tynge to him to amende him felf. And ther- 
fore whan thei wil {chryven hem, thei taken 
Fyre, and fette it befyde hem, and caften ther- 
in Poudre of Frank encens; and in the Smoke 
therof, thei fchryven hem toGod, and cryen 
him mercy. But Sothe it is, that this Con- 
feffioun was firft and kyndely : but feynt Pe- 
tre the Apoftle, and thei that camen aftre 
him, han ordeynd to make here Confeffioun 
to man; and be gode Refoun: for thei pe?- 
ceyveden wel, that no Sykneffe was ctirable, 
by gode Medycyne to leye therto, but zif 
men knewen the nature of the Maladye. And 
alfo no man may zeven covenable Medicyne, 
but zif he knowe the qualitee of the Dede. 
For o Synne may be grettere in o man than in 
another, and ino place and in o tyme than in 
another : ‘and therfore it behovethe him, that 
he knowe the kynde of the Dede, and there- 
upon to zeven him Penance. 

There ben othere, that ben chept Surzenes 
and thei holden the Beleeve amonges us; and 
of hem of Grece. And thei ufen alle Berdes, 
as men of Grece don: and thei make the Sa- 
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cremént of therf Bred: and in here Langage, 
thei ufen Lettres of Sarrazines ; but aftre 


the Mifterie of Holy Chirche, thei ufen Let- 


tres of Grece: and thei maken here Confeffioi, 
right as the Facobytes don. 

There ben othere, that men clepen Georg - 
enes, that feynt George converted; and him 
thei worfchipen, more than ony other Seynt; 
and to him thei cryen for help: and thei 
camen out of the Reme of George. Theile 
Folk ufen Crounes{chaven.. ‘The Clerkes han 
rounde Crounes, and the lewed men han 
Crownes alle {quare: and thei holden Criftene 
Lawe, as don thei of Grece; of whom Ihave 
{poken of before. 

Othere there ben,. that men clepen Criftene 
men of Gyrdynge: for thei ben alle gyrt abo- 
ven. And ther ben othere, that men clepen 
Neftoryenes ; andfumme Arryenes, stime Nu- 
byenes, stime of Grees, stime of Zvde, and 
stime of Prefire ‘Fobnes Lond. And alle theile 
han manye Articles of oure Feythe, and to 
othere thei ben varyaunt. And of here vari- 
ance, were tolonge to telle; and fol wil leve, 
as for the tyme, with outen more {pekynge 
of hem. : 


CAP. 
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Dlotot et oreterororororororor ot or ot ons: 
Ce Achy, AL 

Of the Cytee of Damafce. Of 3 Weyes 

to Jerufalem ; on be Londe and be 

See: another more be Londe than be 

Sce; and the thridde Weye to Jeru- 
papier; alle be Londe. 


OW aftre that I have told zou fam par- 
\ tye of Folk, in the Contrees befores 
now wille I turnen azen tomy Weye, for to 
turnen azen to this half. Thanne whofo wil 
go fro the Lond of Galilee, of that that I have 
{poke, for to come azen on this half men 
comen azen be Damajfte, that is a fulle fayre 
Cytee, and fulle noble, and fulle of alle Mer- 
thandifes, and 4 3 Journeyes long fro the See, 
and a5 Journeyes fro Ferufalem. But upon 
Camaylles, Mules, Hors, Dromedaries and o- ' 
ther Beftes, men caryen here Marchandife thi- 
dre: and thidre comethe Marchauntes with 
Marchandife be See, from Yadee, Perfee, 
Caldee, Ermounye, and of manye othere Kyng- 
domes. This Cytee founded Helzzeus “Da- 
mafcus, that was Zoman and Delpenicr. of 
Lis Abraham, 
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Abraham, before that V/aac was born: for 
he thoughte for to have ben Abrahames Heir: 
and he named the Toun aftre his Surname 
Damafce. And in that place, where Da- 
mafe was founded, Kaym floughe Abel his 
Brother. And befyde Dama/fc is the Mount 
Seyr. In that Cytee of Dama/ce, ther is gret 
plentee of Welles: and with in the Cytee and 
* with oute, ben many fayre Gardynes, and of 
dyver {e frutes. Non other Cytee is not lyche 
in comparifoun to it, of faire Gardynes, and 
of faire Defportes. The Cytee is gret and 
fulle of Peple, and wel walled with double 
Walles. And there ben manye Phificyens. 
And feint Poud him felf was there a Phificyen, 
for to kepen mennes Bodies in hele, before he 
- was converted; and aftre that, he was Phifi- 
cien of Soules. And feynt Luke the Evaun- 
eclift was Difciple of feynt Poul, for to lerne 
Phifik; and many othere. For feynt Poué 
held thanne-Scole of Phifik. And neere be- 
fyde Dama/fie, was he converted : and aftre 
his Converfioun, he dueite in that Cytee 3 
Dayes, with outen uae and with outen Mete 
or Drinke.. And in tho 3 Dayes he was ta- 
vificht to Hevene, and there he faughe many 
prevytees of oure Lord: And fafte — 
‘Damafce, is the Caftelle of Arkes, that is 

bothe 
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bothe fair and ftrong. From Damafce, men 
comen azen, be oure Lady of Sardenak, that 
is a5 Myle on this half Damafce; and it is 
{ytt upon a Roche, and it is a fulle faire place, 
and it femethe a Caftelle; for there was wont 
to ben a Caftelle: but it is now a fulle faire 
Chirche. And there with inne, ben Monkes 
and Nonnes Criftene. And ther is a Vowt, 
undre the Chirche, where that Criftene men 
duellen alfo: and thei han many gode Vynes. 
And in the Chirche, behynde the highe Aw- 
tere, in the Walle, is a Table of black Wode, 
on the whiche fomtyme was depeynted an Y- 
mage of oure Lady, that turnethe into Flefche; 
but now the Ymage fchewethe bur litille ; 
‘ but evermore thorewe the grace of God, that 
Table droppeth as hyt were of Olyve. And 
there is a Veffel.of Marbre, undre the Table, 
to refleyve the Oyle, thare of thay yeven unto 
Pylgrymes: for it heleth of many Sykenefles. 
And he that kepeth it clanly, a yere, aftre that 


yere, hyt turneth yn to Flefche and Bloode. 


By twyne the Cytee of Darke and theCy- 
tee of Raphaune, ys aRyvere, that men clepen 
Sabatorye. For on the Saturday, hyt ren- 
neth fafte ; and alle the Wooke elles, hye 


« Three leaves being loft in the Cotton MS, are tranfcrib’d 
from E, 2. 
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{tondeth ftylle, and renneth nouzt or lytel. 
And thare ysa nother Ryvere, that upon the 
nyzt frefeth wondur fafte; and uppon the 
day, ys noon Froft fene. And fo gon men 
by a Cytee, that men clepen Beruche. And 
thare men gon un to the See, that {chal goon 
un to Cypre. And thay aryve at Porte de 
Sure or of Tyrye ; and thanne un to Cypre. 
Or elles men mowen gon from the Porte of 
Yyrye ryzt welle, and com not yn to Cypre ; 
and aryve at fom Haven of Grece: and thanne 
comen men un to thus Countrees, by weyes; 
that I have fpoken of by fore. 

Now have I tolde you of Wayes, by the 
whyche men gon ferreft and longeft; as by 
Babyloyne and Mounte Ss pssst and other places 


“many, thorewe the whyche Londés, men 


turne ayen to the Lande of Promyffyoun, 
Now wul y telle the ryzt Way to Ferufa- 
fem. For{fom men wy]! nouzt paffe hyt, fom 
for thay have nouzt Defpence of hem, for 
they have noon Companye, and other many. 

Cautes refonables. And thare fore I telle yow 
fchorttely, how a man may goon with lytel 
coftage and fchortte tyme. Aman that cometh 
from the Londes of the Wefte, he gothe tho- 
rewe hraunce, Borgoyne and Lumbardye, and 
to Venys and to Geen, or to fom other Ha- 
‘ . vene 
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vene of the Marches, and taketh a Schyppe 
thare, and gon by See to the Ifle of " Gryffle ; 
and fo aryveth hem yn Grece or in Port A/y- 
voche or Valou or “Duras, or at fom other 
Havene, and gon to Londe, for to refte hem; 
and gon ayen to theSee, and aryves inCypre; 
-and cometh nouzt yn the Ile of Roodes; and 
aryves at Hamegofte, that ys the chefe Ha- 
vene of Cypre,or elles at Lamatoun.Andthenne 
entreth yn to the Schyp ayen, and by fyde the 
Havene of Tyre, and come nouzt to Lande; 
and fo paffeth he by alle the: Havens of that 
Cooft, un til he come to Fafe, that ys the 
neyeft Haven unto ferufalem: for hit is 
feven and twenty Myle. And from Yaffe, 
men goon to the Cytee of Rames: and that 
ys i lytel thenne, and hyt ysa fayre Cytee. 
And by fyde Rames, ys a fayre Churche of 
oure Lady, whare oure Lord {fchewede hym 
ro oure Lady, in thys lykeneffe, that be 
tokeneth the Trynyte. And thare faft by, 
ys a Churche of feynt George, whare that 
hys Heed was fmyten of: And thanne un to 
the Caftel Emaus; and thanne un to Mounte 
Foye: and from thenne, Pylgrymes mowen 
fyrftefeun to Jeru/alem. And thanne un ta 
Mount Modeyn ; arid thanne unto Feru/alem. 


8 Greffe, L. Grif, F. 
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Andat the Mount Modeyz, lythe the Prophete. 
Machabee, And overe Ramatha, ysthe Town 
of x Douke ; where of Amos the goude Pro- 
phete was. | 

A nother Way. For alfe moche as many 
men ne may not fuffre the Savour of the See, 
but hadden lever to gon by Londe, ¥ they that 
hyt be more payne; aman {chal foo goon un 
to on of the Havenes of Lumbardye, als Ve- 
#ys Or an other: and he {chal paffe yn to 
Grece, thorwe Port Moroche, or an other, 
and fo he fchal gon un to Conffantynople. And 
he {chal fo paffle the Wature, that ys cleped 
the Brace of feynt George, that ys an Arm 
of the See. And fd thens he {chal come un 
to Pulveralle ; and fythen un to the Caftelle 
ef Cynople. And fromthens fchal he gon un 
to Capadofe, that ys agrete Countree, whare 
that ben many egrete Hylles. And he {chal 
con thorewe Turkye, and unto the Cytee of 
Nyke, the whyche they wonne from the Em- 
peroure of Couflaniynople. And hyt ys a fayre. 
Cytee, and wounder wel walled: and thare 
ysa Ryvere, that men clepen the Laye: and 
thare men goon by the Alpes of 2 -dryopry- 
nant, aud by the Valez of Mallebrynez, and 
eke the Vale of Eruax; and fo un to 4z- 


* Texke, L.ex F. Tekoa, Amos I. 1. y Though, 
* Noirmont, Li. 1,2. Fir, 2. Mormaunt, E. 3, 4. 
thyoche. 
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_ thyoche the leffe, that fytteth * on the Rychay. 
And there aboute ben many goude Hylles and 
fayre, and many fayre Woodes, aud eke wylde 
Beeftes. 

And he that wylle goon by an other way, 
he mote goon by the Playnes of Romayue, 
coftynge the Romayue See. Uppon that Coft, 
ys a woundur fayre Caftelle, thar men clepen 
Florathe. And whanne that a man ys oute 
of that ylke Hylles, men paffen thenne tho- 
rewe a Cytee, that ys called Maryoche and 
Arteyfe, whare that ys a grete Brygge uppon 
the Ryvere of Herve, that men clepen > Laf- 
far: and hyt ys a grete Ryvere, berynge 
Schyppes. And by fyde theCytee of Damas, 
ys a Ryvere that cometh from the Moun- 
teyne of Lybane, that men hyt callen A/baze. 
Atte paffynge of thysRyvere, feynt Euffache 
lofte hys two Sones, whanne that he hadde 
loft hys Wyffe. And yt gooth thorewe the 
Playne of Arthadoe ; and fo un to the Reed 
See. And {fo men moten goon un to the Cy- 
tee of Phenne, and fo un to the Cytee of 
Ferne. And Autyoche ys a ful fayre Cytee 
and wel walled. For hyt ys two Myle longe, 
and eche Pylere of the Brygge thare ys a goud 
Toure. Andthys ysthe beeft cytee of the kyng- 
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dom of Surrye.And from Antyoche, men moten 
{o forth goon un to theCytee of Lacuthe; and 
thanne un to Geb/e; and thanne un tyl TZour- 
tous: and thare by ys the Lande of Camore, 
whare that ys a ftronge Caftelle, that men 
clepen Maubeke. And from Tourtoufe men 
goon un to Thryple, uppon the See. And 
uppon the See, men goon unto ‘Dacres; and 
thare ben two Weyes un to Jerufalem: Up- 
ponthelyfte way, men goon fyrft un to “Da- 
mas, by Flome Fordawe: uppon the ryzt 
fyde, men goon thorewe the Lande of F/a- 
gam, and fo un to the Cytee of Cayphas; of 
the whiche Czyphas was Lord: and fom clep- 
eth hyt the Caftelle Pellerynez: And from 
thens ys foure dayes Journeys un to /era- 


 falem: And they goon thorewe Cefarye Phy- 


Lyppum and Faffe and Ramys and Emaux, and 
fo unto Ferufalem. 

Now have I told’ yow fom of the Wayes, 
by the Lande, and cke by Water, how that 
men mowen goon unto ferufalem: < they 
that hyt be fo, that there been many other 
Wayes, that men goon by, aftur Countrees, 
that thay comen fram, nevere the laffe thay 


-turne alle un tylle an ende. Yet is thare a 


way, alle by lande, un to Ferufalem, and 


c Though, 


pafle 


Siv John Maundevile, Kt. 155 


paffe noon See; that-ys from Fraunce or 
Flaundres : bat that Way ys full lange and 
perylous, of grete Travayle; and thare fore 
fewe goon that ylke way. And who fo gooth 
that,he mote goon thorewe A/mayn and Priys ; 
and fo un to Tartarye. This Tartarye ys 
holden of the great Chan, of whom y ichal 
fpeke more afterwarde. For thydur lafteth 
hys Lordfchup. And the Lordes of Tarta- 
rye yeldeth unto the grete Chan Trybute. 

Thys ys a ful ille Lande, aud a fondye, and 
wel lytel fruyt beryng. For thare groweth 
lytel goude of Corne or Wyn, ne Benes ne 
Pefe: but Beeftes ben thare y nowe, and that 
ful grete plente. And thare ete thay nouzt 
but Flefche with outen Brede; and thay foupe 
the Brothe there of: and alfo thay drynke 
the mylk. And alle manere of wylde Beeftes 
they eten, 4 Houndes, Cattes, Ratouns, and 
alle othere wylde Beftes. And thei have no 
Wode, or elle lytylle. And therfore thei 
warmen and fethen here Mete with Hors Dong 
and Cow Dong, and of other Beftes, dryed 

azen{t the Sonne. And Princes and othere 
eten not, but ones in the day; and that but 
jytille. And thei ben righte foule folk and of 
eV yl kynde, And in Somer, be alle the Con-_ 
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trees, fallen many Tempeftes and many hy- 
doufe Thondres and Leytes, and flen meche 
Peple and Beftes alfo, fulle often tyme. And 
fodeynly is there paflynge hete, and fodeyn- 
ly alfo paflynge cold. And it is the fouleft 
Contree, and the moft curfed, and the poreft, 
that men knowen. And here Prince, that 
governethe that Contree, that thei clepen 
Batho, duellethe at the Cytee of Orda. And 
treuly no gode man {cholde not duellen in that 
Contre. For the Lond and the Contree is not 
worthi Houndes to dwelle inne. It were a 
gode Contree to fowen inne Thriftelle and 
Breres and Broom and Thornes; and for no 
other thing is it not good. Nathelefs there is 
gode Londe in fum place; but it is pure litille, 
as men feyn. I have not ben in that Contree, 
ne be tho Weyes: but I have ben at other 
Londes, that marchen to tho Contrees; and 
in the Lond of Rafye, and in the Lond of Ny- 
jian, and inthe Reme of Crako, and of Letto, 
and in the Reme of Dareffew, and in manye 
other places, that marchen to the Coftes: but 
I wente never be that weye to Ferufalem ; 
wherforeI may not wel telle zou the manere. 
But zif this matiere plefe to ony worthi man, 
that hathe gon be that weye, he may telle ir, 
zif him lyke; to that entent, that tho that 

wale | 
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wole go by that weye, and maken héte viage 
be tho Coftes, mowen knowen what weye is 
there. For no man may pafle be that Weye 
godely, but in tyme of Wyntir, for the pe- 
rilous Watres, and wykkede Mareyes that ben 
in tho Contrees; that no man may paffe, but 
zif it be {trong Froft, and Snowe aboven. For 
zif the Snow ne were, men myght not gon 
upon the Yie, ne Hors ne Carre nouther. And 
it is wel a 3 Journeys of fuche Weye, to paffe 
ft6 Pruffe to the Lond of Sarazin habitable. 
And it behovethe to the Criftene men, that 
fchulle Werre azen hem every Zeer, to bere 
here Vitaylles with hem: for thei fchulle fynde 
thereno good. And than moft thei let carye 
here Vitaylle upon the Yfe, with Carres that 
have no Wheeles, that thei clepen Scleyes. 
And als longe as here Vitaylles laften, thei 
may abide there, but no longer. For there 
{chulle thei fynde no Wight, that will {elle 
hem ony Vitaille or ony thing. And whan 
the Spyes feen ony Criftene men comen up- 
on hem, thei rennen to the Townes, and 
cryen withalowdvoys, Kerra, Kerra, Kerra; 
and than anon thei armen hem and affemblen 
hem to gydere. 

And zee {chulle undirftonde, that it frefethe 
more ftrongly in tho Contrees than on this 
half ; 
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half; and therfore hathe every man Stewes 
in his Hous, and in tho Stewes thei eteti and 
don here Occupatiouns, alle that thei may. 
For that is at the Northe parties, that men 
clepen the Septentrionelle, where it is alle 
only cold.. For the Sonne is but lytille or 
non toward tho Contreyes: and therfore in 
the Septentryon, that is verry Northe, is the 
Lond fo cold, that no man may duelle there: 
and in the contrarye, toward the Southe, it 
is fo hoot, that no man ne may duelle there; 
becaufe that the Sonne, whan he is upon the 
Southe, caftethe his Bemes alle ftreghte up- 
on that partye. 
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Cap. XI. 
Of the Cuftomes of Sarafines, and of 


hire Lawe; and how the Soudan ar- 
refond me, Auttour of this Book. 
find of the begynnynge of Macho- 
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1 OW becaufe that I have {poken of Sa- 
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here Beleve, Ifchalle telle zou, aftre that here 
Book, that is clept /karon, tellethe. And 
fum men clepen that Book Me/haf: and fam 
men clepen it Harme, aftre the dyverfe Lan- 
gases of the Contree. The whiche Book 
Machamete toke hem. In the whiche Boke, 
among other thinges, is writen, as I have of- 
ten tyme feen and radd, that the Gode {chulle 

on to Paradys, and the Evele to Helle: and 
that beleven alle Sarrazines. And zif a Man 
aske hem, what Paradys thei menen ;_ thei 
feyn, to Paradys, that isa place of Delytes, 
where men {chulle fynde alle maner of Frutes, 
in alle Cefouns, and Ryveres rennynge of 
Mylk and Hony, and of Wyn, and of {wete 
Watre; and that thei {chulle have faire Houfes 
and noble, every man aftre his Differt, made 
of precyous Stones, ‘and of Gold, and of SyI- 
ver; andthat every man fchalle have ¢ 80 
Wyfes, alle Maydenes; and he fchalle have 
ado every day with hem, and zit he {challe 
fynden hem alle weys Maydenes. Alfo thei: 
beleeven and fpeké gladly of the Virgine A@a- 
vie and of the Incarnacioun. And thei feyn, 
that Marye was taughte of the Angel; and 
that Gabrielle feyde to hire, that tche was 
forchofen from the begynnynge of the World; 
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and that he {chewed to hire the Incarnaciotiri 
of Fefit Crift; and that {che conceyved and 
bare Child, Mayden: ‘and that wytneflethe 
here Boke: And thei feyn alfo, that Fefz 
Crif? {pak als fone as he was born; and that 
he was an Holy Prophete and a trewe, in 
woord and dede, and meke and pytous and 
rightefulle and with outen ony vyce. And 
thei feyn alfo, that whan the Angel fchewed 
the Incarnacioun of Crif# unto Marie, {che 
was zong, and had gret drede. For there was 
thane an Enchantour in the Contree, that deled 
with Wycche craft, that men clepten Taé- 
nia, that be his Enchauntementes cowde make 
him in lykneffe of an Angel, and wente often 


_tymes and lay with Maydenes: and therfore 


Martie dredde, left it haddeben Taknia, that 
cam for to defceyve the Maydenes. And 
therfore {che conjured the Angel, that he 
{cholde telle hite, zif it were he or no. And 
the Angel anfwerde andfeyde, that {che fcholde 
have no drede of him: for he was verry Medf- 
facer of Jef Criff. Alfo here Book feythe, 
that whan that {che had childed undre a Palme 
Tree, fche had gret fchame, that fche hadde 
a Child; and fche grette, andfeyde, that {che 
wolde that fche hadde ben ded. And anon 


the Child {pak to hire-and comforted hire, and 
leyde, 
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feyde, Modir, ne difmaye the noughte ; for 
God hathe hidd in the his prevytees, for rhe 
falvacioun of the World. And in othere ma- 
ny places feythe here A/karon, that fefuCrift 
{pak als fone as he was born. . And that Book 
feythe alfo, that ‘Jef was fent from God alle 
myghty, for to ben Myrour and Eniample 
and fTokne to alle men. And the 4/karon 
feythe alfo of the day of Doom, how God 
{chal come to deme alle maner of folk ; and 
the Gode he {challe drawen on his fyde, and 
putte hem in to Bliffe; and the wykkede he 
{chal condempne to the peynes of Helle. And 
amonges alle Prophetes, fe/z was the moft 
excellent and the mofte worthi, next God; 
and that he made the Gofpelles, in the whiche 
is gode Dodtryne and helefulle, fulle of Cha- 
ritee and Sothefaftnefle, and trewe prechinge 
to hem that beleeven in God; and that he 
was a verry Prophete, and more than a Pro- 
phete ; and lyved with outen Synne, and zaf 
fyghte to the Blynde, and helede the Lepres, 
and reyfede dede men, and fteyghe to Hevene. 
And whan thei mowe holden the Boke of the 
Gofpelles of oure Lord writen, and namely, 
Miffus eff Angelus Gabriel ; that Gofpel thei 
feyn, tho that ben lettred, often tymes in here 
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Orifouns, and thei kiffen it and worfchipen it, 
with gret devocioun. ‘Thei faften an hool 
Monethe in the Zeer, and eten noughte but 
be nyghte, and thei kepen hem fro here Wyfes 
alle that Monethe: but the feke men be not 
conitreyned to that Faft. Alfo this Book 
{pekethe of Jewes; and feythe, that thei ben 
curfed; for thei wolde not beleven, that “fe/a 
Crifi was comen of God; and that thei lyeden 
fallely on Marie and on hire Sone Fe/u Craft, 
feyenge that thei hadden crucyfyed Ye/w the 
Sone of Marze: for he was nevere crucyfy- 
ed, as thei feyn; but that God made him to 
{tye up to him with outen Dethe, and with 
outen Anoye: but he transfigured his lykneffe 
in to Judas Scariothe, and him crucyfyeden 
the Fewes, and wenden, that it had ben 7e- 
fus: but Fefus fteyghe to Hevenes alle quyk ; 
and therfore thei feyn, that the Criftene men 
erren and han no gode knowleche of this, and 
that thei beleeven folyly and falfly, that efx 
Criff was crucyfyed. And thei feyn zit, that 
and he had ben crucyfyed, that God had don 
azen his rightewifneffle, for to fuffre FefuCrz/?, 
that was innocent, to ben put upon the Cros, 
with outen Gylt. And in this Article thei 
feyn, that wee faylen, and that thegret Righte- 


-wilnefle of God ne myghte not fuffre fo gret 


a wrong. 
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a wrong. And in this, faylethe here Feythe. 
For thei knoulechen wel, that the Werkes of 
Feu Crit ben gode, and his Wordes and his 
Dedes and his Doctryne by his Goipelles, 
weren trewe, and his Meracles alfo trewe; 
and the bleffed Virgine Marie is good, and 
holy Mayden, before and aftre the Birthe 
of Fefa Criff; and that alle tho, that beleven 
perfitely in God, {chul ben faved. And be- 
caufe that thei gon fo nye oure Feythe, thei 
ben lyghtly converted to Criftene Lawe, whan 
men prechen hem and {chewen hem diftyné- 
ly the Lawe of Fe/u Crz/f, and tellen hem of 
the Prophecyes. And alfo thei feyn, that thei 
knowen wel, be the Prophecyes, that the 
Lawe of Machometeichalle taylen, as the Lawe 
of the Fewes dide; and that the Lawe of 
Criftene peplefchallelafte to the day of Doom. 
And zif ony man aske hem, what is here Be- 
leeve; thei anfweren thus, and in this forme, 
Wee beleven God Formyour of Hevene and 
of Erthe and of alle othere thinges, that he 
made. And withouten him is no thing made. 
And we beleven of the day of Doom, and 
that every man fchalle have his Meryte, af- 
tre he hathe differved. And we beleve it for 
Sothe, alle that God hathefeyd be the mouthes 
of his Prophetes. Allo Machomet cSmand- 
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ed in his 4/karou, that every man {cholde 
have 2 Wyfes or 3 or 4; but. now thei ta- 
ken unto 9, and of Lemmanes, als manye as 
he may fufteyne. And zif ony of hereWyfes 
mys beren hem azenft hire Husbonde, he may 
cafte hire out of his Houfe, and departe from 
him, and take another: but he {challe departe 
with hire his Godes. Alfo whan men {peken 
to hem, of the Fadre and of the Sone and 
of the Holy Goft, thei feyn, that thei ben 3 
perfones; but not o God. Fore here 4/ka- 
von {pekethe not of the Trynyte. But thei 
feyn wel, that God hathe fpeche, and elle 
where he dowmb; and God hathe alfo a Spi- 
rit, thei knowen wel, for elle thei feyn, he 
were not in lyve. And whan men fpeken to 
hem of the Incarnacioti, how that, be the 
word of the Angel, God fente his Wy{dom 
in to Erthe, and enumbred him in the Virgyne 
Marie: And be the woord of God, {chulle 
the Dede bé reyied, at the day of Doom; 
theifeyn, that itis Sothe, and that the Woord 
of God hathe gret Strengthe. And thei feyn, 
that whofo knew not the Woord of God, he 
{cholde not knowe God. | And thei feyn alfo, 
that Feu Crif? is the Woord of God; and fo 


feythe here “/karon, where it feythe, that 


the Angel {pak to Marie and feyde, Marie, 
God 
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God fchalle preche the Gofpel be the Woord 
of his Mowthe, and his name fchalle be clept 
Fefu Cri. And thei feyn alfo, that Abra- 
ham was, Frend toGod, and that Afoy/es was 
- famileer fpekere with God; and fefu Crif 
was the Woord and the Spirit of God; and 
that Machomete was right Meffager of God. 
And thei feyn, that of theife 4, e/z was the 
moft worthi and the moft excellent and the 
moft gret: fo that thei han many gode Arti- 
cles of oure Feythe, alle be it that thei have 
no parfite Lawe and Feythe, as Criftene men 
han; and therfore ben thei lightly converted; 
and namely, tho that undirftonden the Scrip- 
tures and the Prophecyes. For thei han the 
Golpelles and the Prophecyes and the Byble, 
writen in here Langage Wherfore thei conne 
meche of Holy Wrytt, but thei undirftonde 
it not, but aftre the Lettre: and fo don the 
ewes; For thei undirftonde not the Lettre 
softly, but bodyly : and therfore-ben thei re- 
preved of the wife, that goftly underftonden 
it. Andtherfore feythe feynt Poul; Litera 
occidit ; Spiritus vivificat. Alfo the Sara- 
zines {eyn, that the ewes ben curfed: for 
thei han defouled the Lawe, that God fente 
hem be Afoyfes. And the Criftene ben curfed 
allo, as thei feyn: for thei kepen not the 
mies eimeng ie Comande- 
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Comandementes and the Preceptes of the Go- 
fpelle, that Jefe Criff taughte hem. And 
therfore I {challe telle zou, what the Soudan 
tolde me, upon a day, in his Chambre. He 
leet voyden out of his Chambre alle maner 
of men, Lardes and othere: for he wolde 
fpeke with me in Conicille. And there he 
askede me, how the Criitene men governed 
hemin oureContree. And Ieyde him, Righte 
wel: thonked be God. And he feyde me, 
Treulyche, nay: for zee Criftene men ne 
recthen righte noghte how untrewly to ferve 
God. Ze fcholde zeven enfample to the lew- 
ed peple, for to do wel; and zee zeven hem 
enfample to donevylle. For the Comownes, 
upon feftyfulle dayes, whan thei {cholden gon 
to Chirche to ferve God, than gon thei to 
Tavernes, and ben there in glotony, alle the 


day and alle nyghte, and eten and -drynken, 


as Beftes that have no refoun, and wite not 
whan thei have y now. Andalfo the Criftene 
men. enforcen hem, in alle maneres that thei 
mowen, for to fighte, and for to defceyven 
that on that other. And there with alle thei 
ben fo proude, that thei knowen not how to 
ben clothed; now long, now {chort, now 
{treyt, now large, now fwerded, now dagger- 
ed, and in alle manere gyfes. Thei {cholden 

ben 
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ben fymple, meke and trewe, and fulle of 
Almes dede, as Fhefit was, in. whom thei 
trowe: but ‘thei ben alle the contrarie, and 
evere enclyned to the Evylle, and to don e- 
vylle.. And thei ben fo coveytous, that for 
a lytylle Sylver, thei fellen here Doughtres, 


here Suftres and here owne Wyfes, to putten 


hem to Leccherie. And on with ‘drawerhe 
the Wif of another: and non of hem hold- 
ethe Feythe to another: but thei defouien 
here Lawe, that fhefz Criff betook hen to 
kepe, for here Salvacioun. And thus for vere 
Synnes, han thei loft alle this Lond, thar wee 
holden. For, for hire Synnes here God hathe ta- 
ken hem in to oure Hondes, noghte only be 
Strengthe of our felf, but for here Synnes. For 
wee knowen wel in verry fothe, that whan zee 
ferve God, God wil helpe zou: and whan he 
is with zou, no man may be azenft zou. And 
that knowe we wel, be oure Prophecyes, tha 

Criftene men fchulle wynnen azen this Lond 
out of oure Hondes, whan thei ferven God 
more devoutly. But als longe als thei ben of 
foule and of unclene Lyvynge, (as thei ben 
now) wee have no drede of hem, innokynde: 
for here God wil not helpen hem in no wife. 

And than Tasked him, how he knew the State 
of Criftene men. And he anfwerde me, that 
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he knew alle the {tate of the Comounes alfo, 
be his Meffangeres, that he fente to alle Londes, 
in manere as thei weren Marchauntes of pre- 
cyous Stones, of Clothes of Gold and of o- 
there thinges; for to knowen the manere of 
every Contree amonges Criftene men. And 
than he leet clepe in alle the Lordes, that he~ 
made voyden firft out of his Chambre ; and 
there he {chewed me 4, that weren grete 
Lordes in the Contree, that tolden me of my 
Contree, and of many othere Criftene Con- 
trees, als wel as thei had ben of the fame Con- 
tree: and thei fpak Frenfche righte wel; and 
the Sowdan alfo, where of I had gret Mar- 
vaylle. Allas! that itis gret {claundre to oure 
Feythe and to oure Lawe, whan folk that 
ben with outen Lawe, {chulle repreven us and 
undernemen us. of oure Synnes. And thei 
that fcholden ben converted to Crz/? and to 
the Lawe of Fhe/#, be oure gode Enfamples 
and be oure acceptable Lif to God, and {o 
converted to the Lawe of Fhefu Criff, ben 
thorghe oure Wykkedneffe and evyllelyvynge, 
fer fro us and Straungeres fro the holy and 
verry Beleeve, {chulle thus appelen us and hol- 
den us for wykkede Lyveres and curfed. And 
treuly thei fey fothe. For the Sarazsnes ben 
gode and feythfulle. For thei kepen entierly 
the Cémaundement of the Holy Book 4/ka- 
OMS 
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von, that God fente hem be his Meflager M/a- 
chomet;° to the whiche, as thei feyne, feynt 
Gabrielle the Aungel often tyme tolde the 
wille of God. And zee fchulle undirftonde, 
that Ma: hamote was born in 4rabye, that 
was firft a pore Knave, that kept Cameles, that 
wenten with Marchantes for Marchandize ; 
and fo befelle, that he wente with the Mar- 
chandes in to Agzpt: and thei weren than 
Criftene, in tho partyes. And at the Defertes 
of Arabye, he wente in to aChapelle, where 
a Eremyte duelte. And whan he entred in 
to the Chapelle, that was but a lytille and a 
low thing, and had but a lityl Dore and a 
low, than the Entree began to wexe fo gret 
and fo large and fo highe, as thoughe it had 
ben of a gret Mynftre, or the Zate of a Pa- 
leys. And this was the firfte Myracle, the 
Sarazins feyn, that Machomete dide in his 
Zouthe. Aftre began he for to wexe wyfe 
and riche ; and he was a gret Aftronomer : 
and aftre he was Goveronour and Prince of 
the Lend of Cozrodane; and he governed it 
fully wifely, in fuche manere, that whan the 
Prince was ded, he toke the Lady to Wyfe, 
that highte Gadrige. And Machomete felle 
often in the grete Sikeneffe, that men callen 
the fallynge Evylle: wherfore the Lady was 


fulle 


a & eam ig . 
Phe ei i GO ess toro es CEST Lea PANS nn Se Ere eR ate (ln CSL 
: sont . Zo Spa ee a 


170 The Foage and Travaile of 


fulle forry, that evere fche toke him to Huf- 
bonde. But Machomete made hire to beleeve, 
that alle tymes,- whan he felle fo, Gabriel 
the Angel cam for to fpeke with him; and 
for the gret lighte and brightneffe of the An- 
gelle, he myghte not iufteyne him fro fal- 
Jynge. And therfore the Sarazines feyn, that 
Gabriel cam often to fpeke with him. This 
Machomete regned in drabye, the Zeer of 
oure Lord Fhefiz Crifi 610; and was of the 
Generacioun of 7/mael, that was Abrahames 
Sone, that he gat upon 4gar his Chamberere. 
And therfore ther ben Savazines, that ben 
clept -L/maelytenes; and stime Agaryenes, of 
Agar: and the othere propurly ben clept Sar- 
yazines, Of Sarra: and stime ben clept Moa- 
bytes, and stime Amonytes; fro the 2 Sones 
of Lothe, Moab and Amon, that he begat on 
his Doughtres, that weren aftirward grete 
erthely Princes. And alfo Machomete loved 
wel a gode Heremyte, that duelled in the De- 
fertes, a Myle fro Mount Syvay, in the Weye 
that men gon fro 4rabye toward Caldee, and 
toward Yude, o day journey fro the See, 
where the Marchauntes of Vexy/e comen of- 
ten for Marchandife. And fo often wente 
Miachomete to this Heremyte, that alle his 
men weren wrothe: for he wolde gladly here 
: | this 
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this Heremyte preche, and make his men wake 
alle nyghte: and therfore his men thoughten 
to putte the Heremyte to Dethe: and fo it 
befelle upon a nyght, that Machomete was 
dronken of gode Wyn, and he felle on flepe; 
and his men toke Machometes Swerd out of 
his Schethe, whils he flepte, and there with 
thei flowghe this Heremyte; and putten his 
Swerd alle blody in his Schethe azen. And 
at morwe, whan he fond the Heremyte ded, 
he was fulle fory and wrothe, and wolde have 
don his men to Dethe: but thei alle with on 
accord feyd, that he him felf had flayn him, 
when he was dronken, and {chewed him his 
Swerd alle blody: and he trowed, that thei 
hadden feyd fothe. And than he curfed the 
Wyn, and alle tho that drynken ir. And 
therfore Savrazives, that be devout, drynken 
nevere no Wyn: but stime drynken it prevy- 
ly. Forzif thei dronkenit openly, theifcholde 
ben repreved. But thei drynken gode Beve- 
rage and {wete and norysfhynge, that is made 
of Galamelle: and that is that men maken 
Sugar of, that is of righte gode favour: and 
it is gode for the Breeft. Alfo it befallethe 
-fumtyme, that Criftene men becomen Sara- 
zines, outher for povertee, or for fymplenefle, 
or elles for here owne wykkednefle. And 
therfore 
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therfore the Archiflamyn or the Flamyn, as 
oure Erchebisfhopp or Bisfhopp, whan he_ref- 
ceyvethe hem, feythe thus, La ellec, Sila, 
Machomete rores alla: that isto feye; There 
is no God but on, and Machomete his Mef- 
fager. 
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Cap. XIII. 

Of the Londes of Albanye, and of Li- 
bye. Of the Wisfhinges, for Wac- 
chinge of the Sperhauk; and of Noes 
Schippe. 


OW fithe I have told zou beforn of the 

' Holy Lond, and of that Contree a- 
bouten, and of many Weyes for to go to that 
Lond, and to the Mount Syzay, and of Ba- 
byloyne the more and the leffe, and to other 
places, that I have fpoken beforn; now is 
tyme, zif it lyke zou, for to telle zou of the 
Marches and Iles, and dyverfe Beftes, and of 
dyverfe folk bezond theife Marches. For in 
tho Contrees bezonden, ben many dyverfe 
Contrees, and many grete Kyngdomes; that 
ben Bree be the 4 Flodes, that comen from 
Paradys 
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Paradys terreftre. For Me/opotayme andthe 
Kyngdo of Caldee and Arabye, ben betwene 
the 2 Ryveres of Zygre and of Eufrates. 
And the Kyngdom of A@ede and of Perfje, 
ben betwene the Ryveres of Ne and of 77- 
gres. And the Kyngdom of Syrie, where of 
Thave fpoken beforn, and Paleffyne and Phe- 
nycie, ben betwene Lafrates and the See Me- 
dyterrane: the whiche See durethe in Lengthe, 
fro Mayrok, upon the See of Spayne, unto 
the grete See; fo that it laftethe bezonde Co- 
fantynople 3040 Myles of Lombardye. And 
toward the See Occyan in Tnde, is the Kyng- 
dom of Shzthie, that is alle clofed with Hilles. 
And aftre undre Schizthze, and fro the See of 
Cafpie, unto the Flom Thainy, is Amazoyne, 
that is the Lond of Femynye, where that no 
man is, but only alleWommen. And aftre is 
Albanye, a fulle gret Reme. And it is clept 
Albanye, becaufe the Folk ben whitere there, 
than in other Marches there abouten. And 
in that Contree ben fo gret Houndes and fo 
{tronge, that thei affaylen Lyouns, and fleu 
hem. And thanne aftre is Hzrcanye, Badtrye, 
Hitberye, and many other Kyngdomes. And 
betwene the rede See and the See Occyan, to- 
ward the Southe, is the Kyngdom of Erhiope, 
and of Lybye the byere. The which Lond 
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of Lybye, (that is to feyne Libye the lowe) 
that begynnethe at the See of Spayne, fro 
thens where the Pyleres of Hercules ben, and 
durethe unto aneyntes Egzpt and toward Z- 
thiope. In that Contree of Lzbye, is the Sée 
more highe than the Lond; and it femethe 
that it wolde covere the Erthe, and natheles 
zit it paffethe not his Markes. And men feen 
in that Contre a Mountayne, to the whiche 
no man comethe.. In this Lond of Libye, 
whofo turnethe toward the Eft, the Schadewe 
of him felf is on the right fyde: and here in 
oure Contree, the {chadwe is on the left fyde. 
In that See of Libye, is no Fiffche : for thei 
mowe not lyve ne dure, for the gret hete of 
the Sonne; becaufe that the Watre is ever- 


more boyllynge, for the gret hete. And ma- 


ny othere Londes there ben, that it were to 
long to tellen or to nombren: but of fum 
parties, -I {chal {fpeke more pleynly «here 
aftre. 

Whofo wil thanne gon toward ‘Tartarie, 
toward Perfie, toward Ca/dee, and‘ toward 
Yude, he moft entre the See, at Geze or at 
Venyfe or at fum other Havene, that I have 
told zou before. And than pafle men the 
See, and arryven at T7apazond, that is a gode 
Cytee ; and it was wont to ben.the Havene 

3 of 
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of Pountz. ‘There is the Havene of Per- 
fanes and of Medaynes and of ‘the Marches 
there bezonde. In that Cytee lythe feynt 
thanafie, that wasBislhopp of Alzfandre, that 
made the Plalm, Quscung; vult. This A- 
thanafius was a gret Doctour of Dyvynytee : 
and becaufe that he preched and {pak fo depe- 
ly of Dyvynytee and of the Godhede, he was 
accufed to the Pope of Rome, that he was an 
Heretyk. Wherfore the Pope fente aftre hym, 
and putte him in Prefoun: and whils he was 
in Prefoun, he made that P/a/m, and fente it 
to the Pope, and feyde; that.zif he were an 
Heretyk, that was that Herefie; for that, he 
feyde, was his Beleeve. And whan the Pope 
faughe it, and had examyned it, that it was 
parfite and gode, and verryly oureFeythe and 
oure Beleeve, he made him to ben delyvered 
out of Prefoun, and cOmanded that P/a/m to 
ben feyd every day at Pryme: and fo he held 
Athanafieagode man. But he wolde nevere 
go to his Bisfhopriche azen, becaufe that thei 
accufed him of Herelye. “Trapazond was 
wont to ben holden of the Emperour of Co- 
flantynople: but a gret man, that he fente for 
to kepe the Contree azenft the Turkes, ufurp- 
ed the Lond, and helde it to himfelf, and clep- 
ed him Emperour of Zrapazond. 

And 
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And from thens, men gon thorghe Litzlle 
Ermonye. And in that Contree is an old 
Caftelle, that ftont upon a Roche, the whiche 
is cleped the Caftelle of the Sparrehawk, that 
is bezonde the Cytee of Layays, befide the 
Town of Pharfipee, that belongethe to the 
Lord{chipe of Cru; that is a riche Lord and 
a gode Criftene man; where men fynden a 
Sparehauk upon a Perche righte fair, and 
righte wel made; and a fayre Lady of 
Fayrye, that kepethe it.. And who thar wil 
wake that Sparhauk, 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes; 
and as stime men feyn, 3 dayes and 3 nyghtes, 
with outen Companye and with onten Sleep, 
that faire Lady fchal zeven him, whan he 
hathe don, the firft Wyffche, that he wil 
wyfiche, of erthely thinges: and that hathe 
been proved often tymes. And o tyme be- 
felle, that a Kyng- of Ermonye, that was a 
worthi Knyght and doughty man and a noble 
Prince, woke that Hauk fum tyme: and at 
the ende of 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes, the Lady 
cam to him, and bad him wiffchen; for he 
he had wel differved it. And he anfwerde, that 
he was gret Lord y now, and wel in pees, 
and hadde y nowghe of worldly Ricchefle ; 
and therfore he wolde wisfhe non other thing, 
but the body of that faire Lady, to have it a 
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his wille.. And fche anfwerde him, that he 
knew not what he asked; and feyde, that he 
was a Fool, to defire that he myghte not 
have:. for {che feyde, that he fcholde not 
aske, but erthely thing: for {che was non 
erthely thing, but a goftly thing. And the 
Kyng feyde, that he ne wolde asken non.o- 
ther thing. And the Lady aniwerde, Sythe 
that I may not withdrawe zou fro zoure lewed 
Corage, Ifchal zeve zou with outen wy!- 
{chinge, and to alle hem that {chulle com of 
zou. Sire Kyng, zee {chulle have Werre with- 
outen Pees, and alle weys to the 9 Degree; 
zee {chulle ben in Subjeccioun of zoure Ene- 
myes; and zee {chulle ben nedy of alle Gedes, 
And nevere fithen, nouther the Kyng of Er- 
monye, ne the Contree; weren never in Pees, 
ne thei hadden never fithen plentee of Godes ; 
and thei han ben fithen alle weyes undre Tri- 
bute of the Sarrazines. _Alfo the fone of a 
pore man woke that Hauke, and wisfhed that 
he myghte 8 cheve wel, and to ben happy 
to Marchandife. And the Lady graunted him. 
And he becam the moft riche and the moft 
famoufe Marchaunt, that myghte ben on See 
or on Erthe. And he becam fo riche, that 
he knew not the 1000 part of that he hadde : 
& Chevir,; F: 


N and 


178 The Voiage and Travaile of 

and he was wylere, in wifichynge, than was 
the Kyng. Alfo a Knyght of the Temple 
wooke there; and wyfiched a Purs evere more 
fulle of Gold; and the Lady graunted him. 
But fiche feyde him, that he had asked the 
deftruccioun of here Ordre ; for the truft and 
the affiance of that Purs, and for the grete 
pryde, that thei fcholde haven: and fo it was. 
And therfore loke, he kepe. him wel, that 
{challe-wake: for zif he flepe, heis loft, that — 
nevere man fchalle feen him more. . This is 
not the righte Weye for to go to the parties, 
that I have nempned before; but for to fee 
the Merveyle, that I have fpoken of. 

And therfore who fo will go right weye, 
men gon fro Trapazond toward Ermonye the 
grete, unto a Cytee that is clept * Artyroun, 
that was wont to ben a gode Cytee and a 
plentyous; but the Tures han gretly wafted 
it. There aboute growethe no Wyn neFruyt, 
but litylle or elle non. In this Lond, is the 
Erthe more highe than in ony other; and 
that makethe gret cold. And there ben many 
gode Watres, and gode Welles, that comen 
undre erthe, fro the Flom of Paradys, that is 
clept Lufrates, that is a Jorneye i befyde that 
Cytee. And that Ryvere comethe towardes 
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Ynde, wodre Erthe, and refortethe in to the 
Lond-of * A/tazar. And fo paffe men be this 
Lirmonie, and entren the See of Perfie. Fro 
that Cytee of Artyroun, go men to an Hille, 
that is clept ! SabzfocoHve. And there befyde 
is another Hille, that men clepen 4rarathe: 
but the Fewes clepen it ™ Zaneez; where 
Noes Schipp refted, and zit is upon that Mon- 
tayne: and men may feen it a ferr, in cleer 
Wedre: and that Montayne is wel a 7 Myle 
highe. And fum men feyn, that thei han 
feen and touched the Schipp; and put here 
Fyngres in the parties, where the Feend went 
out, whan that Noe feyde, Benedzczte. But 
thei that feyn fuche Wordes, feyn here Wille: 
for a man may not gon up the Montayne, for 
ret plentee of Snow, that is alle weys on 
that Montayne ; nouther Somer ne Wynter : 
fo that no man may gon up there; ne nevere 
man dide, fithe the tyme of Noe; faf aMonk, 
that, be the grace of God, broughte on of 
the Plankes doun; that zit is in the Mynttre, 
at the foot of the Montayne. — And befyde is 
the Cytee of Dayne, that Noe founded: And 
fafte by is the Cytee of Avy; in the whiche 
were a 1000 Chirches. But upon that Mon- 
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tayne, to gon up, this Monk had gret defir; 
and fo upon a day, he wente up: and whan 
he was upward the 3 part of the Montayne; 
he was fo wery, that he myghte no ferthere, 
and {fo he refted him, and felle o flepe; and 
whan he awook, he fonde him felf liggynge 
at the foot of the Montayne. And than he 
preyede devoutly to God, that he wolde 
vouche faf to fuffre him gon up. And an 
Angelle cam to him, and feyde, that he 
{cholde gon up; and fo he dide. And fithe 
that tyme, nevernon. Wherfore men{cholde 
not beleeve fuche Woordes. 

Fro that Montayne go men to the Cytee 
of Thaurifo, that was wont to ben clept 
Taxis, that is a fulle fair Cytee, and a grety 
-and on of the befte, that is in the World, for 
Marchandife: and it is in the Lond of the 
Emperour of Perfie. And men feyn, that 
the Emperour takethe more gode, in that Cy- 
tee, for Cuftom of Marchandife, than dothe 
the riccheft Criftene Kyng of alle his Reme; 
that livethe. For the Tolle and the Cuftom 
of his Marchantes is with outen eftymacioun 
to bennombred. Befide that Cytee, is a Hille 
of Salt ; and of that Salt, every man takethe 
what he will, for to falte with, to his nede- 
here duellen many Criftene men, undir Tri- 
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bute of Sarrazines. And fro that Cytee, 
men paflen be many Townes and Caftelles, 
in goynge toward Zzde, unto the Cytee of 
Sadonye, that is a 10 iourneyes fro Thauri/o; 
and it is a fulle noble Cytee, and a gret. And 
there duellethe the Emperour of Per/fe, 
in Somer: for the Contree is cold y now. 
And there ben gode Ryveres, berynge Schippes. 
Aftre go men the Weye toward Yxde, be 
many iorneyes, and be many Contreyes, un- 
to the Cytee, that is clept Caffak, that isa 
fulle noble Cytee, and a plentyous of Cornes 
and Wynes, and of alle other Godes. This 
is the Cytee, where the 3 Kynges metten ta 
gedre, whan thei wenten to fechen oure Lord 
in Bethlem, to worfchipe him, and to pre- 
fente him with Gold, Enfence and Myrre. And 
it is from that Cytee to Bethleem 53 iour- 
neyes. Fro that Cytee, men gon to another 
Cytee, that is clept Bethe, that is a iourneye 
fro the See, that men clepen the = gravely 
See. That is the befte Cytee, that the Em- 


perour of Per/fe hathe, in alle his Lond. And 


thei clepen it there Chardabago; and others 
clepen it Vapa. And the Paynemes feyn, 
shat no Criftene man may not longe duelle, 
ne enduren with the lif, in that Cytee: bue 
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dyen with in fchort tyme; and no man know- 
ethe not the caufe. Aftre gon men, be ma- 
ny Cytees and Townes, and grete Contreess 
that ic were to longe to telle, unto the Cy- 
tee of Coruaa, that was wont to be fo gret, 
that the Walles abouten holden 25 Myle a- 
boute. The Walles fchewen zit: but it is 
not alle enhabited. From Coruaa, go men be 


many Londes, and many Cytees and Townes, 
unto the Lond of 706: and there endethe the 
Lond of the Emperour of Per/e. 
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Of the Lond of Job; and of his Age. 
Of the Aray of men of Caldee. - Of 
the Lond where Wommen duellen, 
with outen companye of men. Of 
the knouleche and vertues of the ver- 
ray Dyamant. 


EF TRE the departynge fro Corvaa, men 
/ \& entren in to the lond of Fod, that is a 
fulle fair Contree, and a plentyous of alle 
Godes, And men clepen that Lond, the Lond 
of 
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of Sweze. In that Lond, is the Cytee of 
*Theman. “fob was aPayneem, and he was 
> Are of Gofre his Sone, and held that Lond, 
as Prynce of that Contree; and he was fo 
riche, that he knew not the hundred part of 
his Godes. And alle thoughe he were a Pay- 
meem, natheles he ferved wel God, aftre his 
Lawe: and oure Lord toke his Service to his 
plefance. And whan. he felle in poverte, he 
was 78 Zeer of Age. Andaftre, whan God 
had preved his pacyence, and that it was fo 
oret, he broughte him azen to richeffe, and 
to hiere Eftate than he was before. And af- 
tre that he was Kyng of Ydumye, aftre Kyng 
Efau. And whan he was Kyng, ‘he was clept 
Fobab. And inthat Kyngdom, he lyvede af- 
tre °170 Zere: and fo he was of Age, whan 
he dyede, 248 Zeer. In that Lond of 7od, 
there nys no defaute of no thing, that is nede- 
fulle to mannes body. There ben Hilles, 
where men geten gret plentce of Manna, in 
grettet habundance, than in ony other Con 
tree. This Manna is clept Bred of Aungeles; 
and it isa white thing, that is fulle fwete and 
richte delicyous, and more fwete than Hony 
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or Sugre ; and it comethe of the dew of He- 
vene, that fallethe upon the Herbes, in that 
Contree ; and it congelethe and becomethe 
alle white and fwete: and men putten it in 
Medicynes for riche men, to make the Wombe 
Jax, and to purge evylleBlode: for it clenfethe 
the Blode, and puttethe out Malencolye. This 
Lond of ¥06 marchethe to the Kyngdom of 
Caldee. This Lond of Caldee is fulle grec: 
and the Langage of that Contree is more gret 
in fownynge, than it is in other parties be- 
zonde the See. Men pafien to go bezonde, be 
the Tour of Badzloyne thegrete; of the whiche 
I have told zou before, where that alle the 
Langages weren firft chaunged, And that is 
a 4 Jorneyes fro Ca/dee. In that Reme, ben 
faire men, and thei gon fulle nobely arrayed 
‘in Clothes of Gold, or frayed and apparayled 
with grete Perles and precyous Stones, fulle 
nobely; and the Women ben righte foule and 
evylle arrayed; and thei gon alle bare fote, 
and clothed in evylle Garnementes, large and 
wyde, but thei ben fchorte to the Rees ; 
and longe Sleves doun to the feet, lyche a 
Monkes Frokke; and here Sleves ben hong- 
yng aboute here Schuldres: and thei ben blake 
Women, foule and hidoufe; and treuly as 
foule as thei ben, als evele thei ben. In that 
Kyngdom 
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Kyngdom of Ca/dee, in a Cytee, that is clept 
Hur, duelled Thare, Abrahames Fadre: and 
there was Abraham born: and that was in 
that tyme, that Nwgzus was Kyng of Badi- 
loyne, of Arabye and of Agypt. ‘This Nz- 
nus made the Cytee of Nyzyvee, the whiche . 
that Noe had begonne before: and be caufe 
that Nunvus performed it, he cleped it Ny- 
nyvee, aftre his:owne name. There lythe 
Thobye the Prophete, of whom Holy Write 
{fpekethe offe. And fro that Cytee of Hur, 
Abraha departed, be the cOmandement of 
God, fro thens, aftre the Dethe of his Fadre; 
and ladde with him Sarra his Wif and Lothe 
his brotheres fone, becaufe that he hadde no 
Child. And thei wenten to duelle in the 
Lond of Chawaan, in a place, that is clept 
Sychem. And this Lotbe was he, that was 
faved, whan Sodom and Gomorre and the o- 
there Cytees weren brent and fonken doun to 
Helle ; where that the dede See is now, as 
have told zou before. In that lond of Ca/dee, 
thei han here propre Langages, and here pro- 
pre Lettres. 

Belyde the Lond of Caldee, is the Lond of 
Amazoyne. And in that Reme is alle W6- 
men, andnoman; noght, as stime men feyn, 
that men mowe not lyve there, but for be- 
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caufe that the Women wil not fuffre no men 
amonges hem, to ben here Sovereynes. For 
fum tyme, ther was a Kyng in that Contrey ; 
and men maryed, as in other Contreyes: and 
fo befelle, that the Kyng had Werre, with 
hem of Szthie ; the whiche Kyng highte Co- 
fopeus, that was flayn in Bataylle, and alle 
the gode Blood of his Reme. And whan the 
Queen and alle the othere noble Ladyes fawen, 
that thei weren alle Wydewes, and that alle 
the rialle Blood was loft, thei armed hem, and 
as Creatures out of Wytt, thei flowen alle the 
men of the Contrey, that weren laft. For 
thei woldé, that alle the Women weren Wy- 
dewes, as the Queen and theft weren. And 
fro that tyme hiderwardes, thei nevere wolden 
fuffren man to dwelle amonges hem, lenger 
than 7 dayes and 7 nyghtes; ne that noChild 
that were Male, {cholde duelle amonges hem, 
Jenger than he were noryicht; and thanne 
fente to his Fader. And whan thei wil have 
ony companye of man, than thei drawen hem 
towardes the Londes marchynge next to hé: 
and than thei have Loves, that ufen hem; 
and thei duellen with hem an 8 dayes or 10; 
and thanne gonhomazen. And zif thei have 
ony knave Child, thei kepenit a certeyn tyme, 
and than fenden it to the Fadir, whan he can 
gon 
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gon allone, and eten be him felf; or elle thei 
fieen it: and zif it be a femele, thei don a- 
way that onPappe, with an hote Hiren: and 
zif it bea Womman of gret Lynage, thei don 
awey the left Pappe, that thei may the bet- 
ter beren a Scheeld : and zif it be a Woman 
of fymple Blood, thei don awey the ryzt 
Pappe, for to fcheten with Bowe Turkeys: 
for thei {chote well with Bowes. In thatLond 
thei have a Queen, that governethe alle that 
Lond: and alle thei ben obeyffant to hire. 
And alweys thei maken here Queen by Elec- 
cioun, that is moft worthy in Armes. For 
thei ben right gode Werryoures, and wyfe, 
noble and worthi. And thei gon often tyme 
in fowd, to help of other Kynges, in here 
Werres, for Gold and Sylver, as othere Sow- 
dyoures don: and thei meyntenen hem felf 
right vygourefly. This Lond of Amazoyne 
is an Yle, alle envirouned with the See, {af 
in 2 places, where ben 2 entrees. And be- 
zond that Watir, duellen the men, that ben 
here Paramoures and hire Loves, where thei 
gon to folacen hem, whan thei wole. Befyde 
Amazoyne, is the Lond of Zarmegyte, that 
is a gret Contree and a fulle delectable: and 
for the godneffe of the Contree, Kyng Az- 
faudre \ect firft make there the Cytee of 4 
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fandre; and zit he made 12 Cytees of the 
fame name: but that Cytee is now clept Ced- 
fite. And fro that other Coft of Caldee, to 
ward the Southe, is /¢hzope a gret Contree, 
that ftrecchethe to theende of Ag ypt. LEthi- 
ope is departed in 2 princypalle parties; and 
that is, in the Eft partie and in the Meridio- 
nelle partie: the whiche partie meridionelle 
is clept AZoretane. And the folk of that Con- 
tree ben blake y now, and more blake than 
in the tother partie; and thei ben clept 
Mowres: In that partie is a Welle, that in 
the day it isfo cold, that no man may drynke 
there offe; and in the nyght it is fo hoot, 
that no man may fuffre his hond there in. 
And bezonde that partie, toward the Southe, 
to pafle by the See Occean, is a gret Lond 
and a gret Contrey: but men may not duelle 
there, for the fervent brennynge of the Sonne; 
fo is it paffynge hoot in that Contrey. In 
Ethiope alle the Ryveres and alle the Watres 
ben trouble, and thei ben fomdelle falte, for 
the gret hete that is there. And the folk of 
that Contree ben lyghtly dronken, and hap 
but litille appetyt to mete: And thei han co- 
mounly the Flux of the Wombe: and thei 
lyven not longe. In L:tinope ben many dy- 
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veife folk: and Erhiope is clept Cufis. In 
that Contree ben folk; that han but o foot: 
and thei gon fo faft, that it is marvaylle: and 
the foot is fo large, that it {chadewethe alle 
the Body azen the Sonne, whanne thei wole 
lye and refte hem *. In Athzope, whan the 
Children ben zonge and lytille, thei ben alle 
zelowe: and whan that thei wexen of Age, 
that zalowneffe turnethe to ben alle blak. In 
Lithiope is the Cytee of Saba; and the Lond, 
of the whiche on of the 3 Kynges, that 
prefented oure Lord in Bethleem, was Kyng 
offe. 

Fro Ethzope men gon to Ynde, be manye 
dyverfe Contreyes. And men clepen the 
highe Zade, Emlak. And Yude is devyded 
in 3 princypalle parties ; that is, the more, 
that is a fulle hoot Contree; and Zzde the 
leffe, that isa fulle atempree Contrey, that 
{trecchethe to the Lond of Mede: and the 
3 part toward the Septentrion, is fulle cold; 
fo that for pure cold and contynuelle Froft, 
the Watre becomethe Criftalle. And upon 
tho Roches of Criftalle, growen the gode 


d See Pliny’s Natural Hiftory, L.7. C.2.q. Item homi~ 
num genus, gut Monofcellt vocarentur, fingulis cruribus, mire 
pernicitatis ad faltum; eofdemq; Sciopodas vocari, quod in ma- 
jeri -aftu, humt jacentes refupint, umbra fe pedum protegant. 
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e Dyamandes, that ben of trouble Colour. 
Zalow Criftalle drawethe Colour lyke Oylle. 
And thei ben fo harde, that no man may pol- 
lyiche hem: and men clepen hem Dyamandes 
in that Contree, and Hamefe in another Con- 
tree. Othere Dyamandes men fynden in 4- 
yabye, that ben not fo gode; and thei ben 
more broun and more tendre. And other 
Dyamandes alfo men fynden in the Ile of 
Cipre, that ben zit more tendre; and hem 
men may wel pollifche. And in the Lond of 
Macedoyne men fynden Dyamaundes alfo. But 
the befte and the moft precyoufe ben in Yxde. 
And men fynden many tymes hatde Dya- 
mandes in a Mafie, that comethe out of Gold, 
whan men puren it and fynen it out of the 
“Myne; whan men breken that Maffe in {male 
peces. And fum tyme it happenethe, that 
men fynden stime as grete as a pele, and sime 
laffe; and thei ben als harde as tho of Yude. 
And alle be it that men fynden gode Dya- 
mandes in Y#de, zit natheles men fynden hem 
more comounly upon the Roches in the See, 
and upon Hilles where the Myne of Gold is. 
And thei growen many to gedre, on lytille, 
another gret. And ther ben stime of the gret- 
neffe of a Bene, and sfime als grete as an Ha- 
€ e: Pliny, in his 37** Book and 4th Chap. 
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felle Note. And thei ben fquare and poynted 
of here owne kynde, bothe aboven and be- 
nethen, with outen worchinge of manneshond. 
And thei growen,to gedre, male and femele. 
And thei, ben noryffcht with the Dew of He- 
vene. And thei engendren comounly, and 
bryngen forthe fmale Children, that multi- 
plyen and growen alle the Zeer. I have often 
tymes aflayed, that zif'a man kepe hem with 
a litylle of the Roche, and wete hem with 
May Dew ofte fithes, thei {chulle growe eve- 
ryche Zeer; and the {male wole wexen grete. 
For righte as the fyn Perl congelethe and wex- 
ethe gret of the Dew of Hevene, righte fo 
dothe the verray Dyamand: and righte as the 
Perl of his owne kynde takethe Roundneffe, 
righte fo the Dyamand, be vertu of God, 
takethe fquareneffe. And men {fchalle bere 
the Dyamaund on his left fyde: for it is of 
grettere yvertue thanne, than on the righte 
fyde. For the flrengthe of here growynge 
is toward the Northe, that is the left fyde of 
the World; and the left parte of man is, whan 
he turnethe his Face toward the Eft. And 
zif zou lyke to knowe the Vertues of the 
Dyamand, (as men may fynde in the Lipida- 
rye, that many men knowen noght) I{challe 
telle zou: as thei bezonde the See feyn and 
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affermen, of whom alle Science and alle Phi: 
lofophie comethe from. He that berethe the 
Diamand upon him, it zevethe him hardynefle 
and manhode, and it kepethe the Lemes of 
his Body hole. It zevethe him vitorye of 
his Enemyes, in Plee and in Werre; zif his 
caufe be rightefulle : and it kepethe him that 
berethe it, in godeWytt: and it kepethe him 
fro Strif and Ryot, fro Sorwes and fré En- 
chauntementes and from Fantafyes and illufi- 
ouns of wykked Spirites. And zif ony curfed 
Wycclie or Enchauntour wolde bewycche him, 
that berethe the Dyamand ; alle that Sorwe 
and myfchance fchalle turne to him felf thorghe 
Vertu of that Ston. And alfo no wylde Beft 
dar affaylle the man; that berethe it on him, 
Alfo the Dyamand {cholde ben zoven frely; 
with outen coveytynge and with outen byg- 
oynge: and than it is of grettere vertue. And 
it makethe a man more {trong and more fad 
azenft his Enemyes. And it helethe him that 
is lunatyk; and hem that the Fend purfuethe 
or travaylethe. And zif Venym or Poyfoun 
be broughte in prefence of the Dyamand, anon 
it begynnethe to wexe moyft and for to fwete. 
There ben alfo Dyamandes in Ynde, that ben 
clept Violaftres; (for here colour is liche Vyo- 
let; or more browne than. the Violettes) that 
bent 
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ben fulle harde and fulle precyous: but zit 
fum men love not hem fo wel as the othere: 
but in fothe to me, I wolde loven hem als 
moche:as the othere; for I have feen hem 
afflayed. Alfo there is an other maner of 
Dyamandes, that ben als white as Criftalle ; 
but thei ben a lityle more trouble: and thei 
ben gode and of gret vertue, and alle thei 
ben fquare and poynted of here owne kynde. 
And stime ben 6 {quared, stime 4 fquared and 
stime 3, as nature {chapethe hem. And ther- 
fore whan grete Lordes and Knyghtes gon to 
feche Worfchipe in Armes, thei beren gladly 
the Dyamaund upon hem. 

lichal {pekea litille more of the Dyamandes, 
alle thoughe I tarye my matere for atyme, to 
the ende that thei that knowen hem not, be 
not difceyved be f Gabberes, that gon be the 
Contree, that fellen hem. For whoio wil bye 
the Dyamand, it is nedefulle to him, that he 
knowe hem; be caufe that men counterfeten 
hem often of Criftalle, that is zalow ; and of 
Saphires of cytryne colour, that is zalow al- 
fo; and of the Saphire Loupe, and of many 
other Stones. But I telle zou, theife contres 
fetes ben not fo harde; and alfo the poynres 
wil bteken lightly, and men may efily pol- 
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liffche hem. But stimeWerkmen, for malice, 
will not pollifche hem, to that entent, to 
maken. men beleve, that thei may not ben 
pollifcht. But men may aflay hé in this ma- 
nere; Firft {chere with hem or write with 
hem in Saphires, in Criftalle or in other 
precious Stones. Aftre that men taken the 
Ademand, that is the Schipmannes Ston, that 
drawethe the Nedle to him, and men leyn 
the Dyamand upon the Ademand, and leyn 
the Nedle before the Ademand; and zif the 
Dyamand be gode and vertuous, the Ademand 
drawethe not the Nedle to him, whils the 
Dyamand is there prefent. And this is the 
preef, that thet bezonde the See maken. Na- 


| theles it befallethe often tyme, that the gode 
. Dyamande lefethe his vertue, be fyne and for 


Incontynence of him, that berethe it: and 
thanne it is nedfulle to make it to recoveren 
his verta azen, or elle it is of litille value. 


Cap. 
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vain. XV. 


Of the Cuftoms of Yles abouten Ynde: 
Of the difference betwix Ydoles and 
Stmulacres, Of 3 maner growing of 
Peper upon o Tree. Of the Welle, 
that chaungethe his edour, every hour 


of the day; and that 7s Mervaylle. 


WN Inde ben fulle manye dyverfe Contrees : 

and it is cleped 2ude, for a Flom, that 
rennethe thorghe out the Contree, that is clept 
Yndeln that Flome men fynden Eles of 30 
Fote long and more 4. And the folk that duel- 
len nyghe that Watre, ben of evylle colour, 
grene and zalow. In Yude and abouten 7xde, 
ben mo than 5000 Iles, gode and grete, that 
men duellen in, with outen tho that ben in- 
habitable, and with outen othere {male Hes. 
In every Ile, is gret plentee of Cytees and of 
Townes and of folk, with outen nombre >. 
Vor men of Yxde han this condicioun of kynde, 
that thei nevere gon out of here owne Con- 
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tree; and therfore is ther gret multitude of 
peple: but rhei ben not flerynge ne mevable, 
be caufe that thei ben in the firfte Clymat, 
that is of Saturve. And Saturne is floughe 
and litille mevynge: for he taryethe to. make 
his turn be the 12 Signes, 30 Zeer; and the 
Mone paffethe thorghe the 12 'Signes in o 
Monethe. And for be caufe that Saturze is 
of fo late fterynge, therfore the folk of that 
Contree, that ben undre his Clymat, han of 
kynde no wille for to meve ne ftere to feche 
ftrange places. And in oure Contree is alle 
the contrarie. For wee ben in the feventhe 
Clymat, that is of the Mone. Andthe Mone 
is of lyghtly mevynge; and the Mone is Pla- 
nete of Weye: and for that skylle, it zevethe 


us wille of kynde, for to meve lyghtly, and 


for to go dyverfe weyes, and to fechen ftrange 
thinges and other dyverfitees of the World, 
For the Mone envyrounethe the Erthe more 
haftyly than ony othere Planete. | 

Alfo men gon thorghe ude be many dy- 
verfe Contrees, to the grete See Oecean. And 
aftre men fynden there an Ile, that is clept 
b Crues: and thidre comen Marchantes of Ve- 
myfe and Gene and of other Marches, for to 


4 
> Hermes, E. 1,2, 3,4. Crynes, F. 1, 2, Grynes, L. 1, 2. 
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byen Marchandyfes. But there is fo grete 
hete in tho Marches, and namely in thar He; 
that for the grete diftrefle of the hete, mennes 
Ballokkes hangen down to here knees, for the 
egret diffolucioun of the Body. And men of 
that Contree, that knowen the manere, lat 
bynde hem up, or elle myghte thei not lyve; 
and anoynt hem with Oynementes made ther- 
fore, to holde hem up. In that Contree and 
in Ethzope and in many other Contrees,-the 
folk lyggen alle naked in Ryveres and Wa- 
tres, men and wommen to gedre, ¢ fro un- 
-durne of the day, tille ic be paffed the noon, 
And thei lyen alle in the Watre, faf the vi- 
fage, for the gret hete that there is. And the 
Women haven no {chame of the men; but 
_lyen alle to gidre, fyde to fyde, tille the hete 
be paft, There may men fee many foule fi- 
gure affembled, and namely nyghe the gode 
Townes. In that Ile ben Schippes with outen 
Nayles of Iren or Bonds, ‘for the Roches of 
the Ademandes: for thei ben alle fule there 
aboute, in that See, that it is merveyle to 
fpeken of, And zif a Schipp paffed be tho 
Marches, that hadde outher Iren Bondes or 
Tren. Nayles, anon he {cholde ben periffcht. 
For the Ademand,, of his kynde, drawethe 
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the Iren to him: and fo wolde it drawe to 
him the Schipp, becaufe of the Iren; that hé 
{cholde never departen fro it, ne never go 
thens. 
Fro that Ile, men gon be See to another 
Ile, that is clept Chana, where is gret plen- 
tee of Corn and Wyn: and it was wont to 
ben a gret Ile, anda gret Havene and a goods 
but the See hathe gretly wafted it and over 
comen it. The Kyng of that Contree was 
wont to ben fo ftrong and fo myghty, that he 
helde Werre azenft Kyng zfandre. The 
folk of that Contree han a dyvers Lawe: for 
stime of hem, worfchipe the Sonne, stime the 
Mone, stime theFuyr, stime Trees, stime Ser- 
pentes, or the firft thing that thei meeten at 
morwen: and stime worfchipen Symulacres, 
and stime Ydoles. But betweneSymulacres and 
Ydoles, is agret difference. For Symulacres 
ben Ymages made aftre lykneffe of Men or 
of Women, or of the Sonne or of the Mone, 
or of ony Beft, or of ony kyndely thing: 
and Ydoles, is an Ymage made of lewed wille 
of man, that man may ‘not fynden ‘among 
kyndely thinges; asan Ymage, that hathe4 
Hedes, on of a Man, another of an Hors, ‘or 
of an Ox, or of fam other Beft, that ‘no man 
hathe feyn aftre kyndely difpoficioun, And 
thei 
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thei that worfchipen Symulacres, thei wor- 
{chipen hem for fum worthi man, that was 
fum tyme, as Hercules and many othere, that 
diden many marvayles in here tyme. For 
thei feyn wel, that thei be not Goddes: for 
thei knowen wel, that there is a God of kynde, 
that made alle thinges; the whiche is in He- 
vene. But thei knowen wel, that this may 
not do the Marvayles that he made, but zif 
it had ben be the fpecyalle zifte of God: and 
therfore thei feyn, that he was wel with God. 
And for be caufe that he was fo wel with God, 
therfore thei worfchipe him. And fo feyn 
thei of theSonne; be canfethathe chaungethe 
the tyme and zevethe hete and norifichethe 
alle thinges upon Erthe; and for it is of fo 
gret profite, thei knowe wel, that that myghte 
not be, but rhatGod lovethe it more than ony 
other thing. And for that skylle, God hath 
zoven it more gret vertue in the World: ther- 
fore it is gode refoun, as thei feyn, to don it 
Worfchipe and Reverence. And fofeyn thei, 
that maken ‘here refounes, of othere Planetes3 
and of the Fuyr alfo, becaufe it is fo profita- 
ble. And of ¥doles, thei feyn alfo, that the 
Ox is the mofte holy Beft, that is in Erthe, 
and moft pacyent and more profitable than 
eny other. For he dothe good y now, and 
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he dothe non evylle. And thei knowen wel, 
that it may not be with outen {pecyalle grace 
of God; and therfore maken thei here God, 
of an Ox, the on part, and the other halfon- 
delle of a Man: becaufe that man is the moft 
noble creature in Erthe; and alfo for he hathe 
Lord{chipe aboven alle Beftes: therfore make 
thei the halfendel of Ydole of a man upwardes, 
and the tother half of an Ox dounwardes : 
And of Serpentes and of other Beftes, and 
dyverfe thinges, that thei worfchipen, that 
thei meten firft at Morwe. And thei worfchipen 
alfo fpecyally alle tho that thei han gode 
meetynge of; and whan thei fpeden wel in 
here iorneye, aftre here meetynge; and name- 
ly fuche as thei han preved and aflayed be ex- 
perience of longe tyme. For thei feyn, that 
thilke gode meetynge ne may not come, but 
of the grace of God. . And therfore thei 
maken Y mages lyche to tho thinges, that thei 
han beleeve inne, for to beholden hem and 
worfchipen hem firft at morwe, or thei meeten 
ony contrarious thinges. And there ben alfo 
fum Criftene men, that feyn, that stime Beftes 
han gode meee BE that is to feye, for to 
meete with hem firft at morwe; and sime 
Beftes wykked meetynge: and that thei han 
preved ofte tyme, that the Hare hathe fulle 


evylle 


Siv John Maundevile, Kt.) 201 


evylle meetynge, and Swyn, and many othere 
Beftes. And the Sparhauk and other Foules 
of Raveyne, whan thei fleen aftre here praye, 
and take it before men of Armes, it is a gode 
Signe: and zif he fayle of takynge his praye, 
it is anevyllefygne. And alto to fuche folk, 
it is an evylle meetynge of Ravenes. In 
theife thinges and in fuche othere, ther ben 
many folk, that beleeven; becaufe it happen- 
ethe fo often tyme to falle, aftre here fanta- 
fyes. And alfo there ben men y nowe, that 
han no beleve in hem. And fithe that Cri- 
{fene men han fuche beleeve, that ben en- 
‘formed and taughte alle day, be holy do@tryne, 
where inne thei {chold beleeve, it is no mar- 
vaylle thanne, that the Paynemes, that han 
no gode Doctryne, but only of here nature, 
beleeven more largely, for here fympleneffe, 
And treuly I have feen of Paynemes and Sa- 
vazines, that men clepen Augurynes, that 
whan wee ryden in Armes in dyverfe Con- 
trees, upon oure Enemyes, be the flyenge of 
Foules, thei wolde telle us the prenofticaci- 
ouns of thinges that felle aftre: and fo thei 
diden fulle often tymes, and profreden here 
hedes to wedde, but zif it wolde falle as thei 
feyden. But natheles ther fore {cholde noght 
a man putten his beleeve in fuche. thinges; 
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but always han fulle truft and beleeve in God 
oure Sdvereyn Lord. This Ile of Chana, the 
Sarazines han w6nen and holden. In that 
Tle ben many Lyouns, and many othere wylde 
Beftes. And there ben Rattes in that Ile, als 
erete as Houndes here: and men taken hem 
with grete Maftyfes: for Cattes may not take 
hem. In this Ile and many othere, men be- 
rye not no dede men: for the hete is there 
fo gret, that ina litylle tyme the og al wil 
confume fro the Bones. 

Fro thens men gon be See toward r nde the 
more, to a Cytee that men clepen 4 Sarche, 
that is a fair Cytee and a gode: and there 
duellen many ‘Criftene men of gode Feythe: 
and there ben manye religious men, and name- 


ly of Mendynantes. Aftre gon men be See, 


to the Lond of Lomb. In that Lond grow- 
ethe the Peper, in the Foreft that men clepen 
Combar ; and it growethe no where elle in 
alle the World, but in that Foreft: and that 
dureth wel an 18 iourneyes in lengthe. Inthe 
Foreft ben 2 gode Cytees; that on highte F/a- 
drine, and that other Zzmglantz. And in 
every of hem, duellen Criftene men, and 
Fewes, gret plentee. For it is a gode Con- 
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tree anda plentefous: but there is over meche 
paffynge hete. And zee fchulle undirftonde, 
that the Peper growethe, in maner as dothe 
a wylde Vyne, that is planted fafte by the 
Trees of that Wode, for to fufteynen it by, 
as dothe the Vyne. And the Frayt therof 
hangethe in manere as Reylynges. And the 
Tree is fo thikke charged, that it femethe 
that it wolde breke: and whan it is ripe, it 
_ is allegrene as it were Ivy Beryes; and than 
men kytten hem, as men don the Vynes, and 
than thei putten it upon an Owven, and there 
it waxethe blak and crifp. And thereis 3 maner 
of Peper, alle upon o Tree; long Peper, blak 
Peper, and white Peper, The long Peper men 
clepen Sorbotyn; and the blak Peper is ‘clepr 
Fulfulle, and the white Peper iis clept Bano. 
The long Peper comethe firft, whan the Lef 
begynnethe to come; and it is lyche the'Chat- 
tes of Hafelle, that comethe before the Lef, 
and it hangethe lowe. And aftre comethe 
the blake with the Lef, inmanere of Cluftres 
of Reyfinges, alle grene: and whan men han 
eadred it, than comethe the white, that is 
fomdelle Jaffe than the blake; and of that 
men bryngen but litille in to ‘this Contree’; 
for thei bezonden with ‘holdeniit for’‘hem felf, 
be 
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be caufe it is bettere and more attempree in 

kynde, than the blake: and therfore is ther 

not fo gret plentee as of the blake. In that 

Contree ben manye manere of Serpentes and 

of other Vermyn, for the gret hete of the 

Contree and of the Peper. And stiime men 

feyn, that whan thei will gadre the Peper, 

thei. maken Fuyr, and brennen aboute,. to 

make the Serpentes and the Cokedrilles. to 

flee. But fave here grace of alle that feyn fo. , 
For zif thei brenten abouten the Trees, that 

beren, »the Peper {cholden ben brent, and it 

wolde dryen up alle the vertue, as of ony o- 

ther thing: and than thei diden hemfelf moche 

harm; and thei {cholde nevere quenchen the 

Fuyr. But thus thei don; thei anoynten here 

Hondes. and here Feet with a juyce made of 
Snayles and of othere thinges, made therfore; 

of the whiche the Serpentes and the veny- 
mous Beites haten and dreden the Sayour: 

and that makethe hem flee before hem, ‘be- 

caufe of the {melle; and than thei gadren it 
leurly ynow. 

Alfo toward the heed of that Foreft, is the 
Cytce of Polombe. And above the Cytee is 
is a grete Mountayne, that alfo is clept Pa- 
lombe :,and of that Mount, the Cytee hathe 
hjs name. And at the Foot of that Mouat, 

is 
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is a fayr Welle anda gret, that hathe odout 
and favour of alle Spices; and at every hour 
of the day, he chaungethe his odour and his 
favour dyverfely... And wholo drynkethe 3 
tymes fafting of that Watre of that Welle, 
he is hool of alle maner fykeneffe, that he 
hathe. Andthei that duellen there and drynken 
often of that Welle, thei nevere han Scke- 
neffe, and thei femen alle weys zonge. I have 
dronken there of 3 or 4 fithes; and zit, me- 
thinkethe, I fare the better. Sum men clepen 
it the Welle of Zouthe: for thei that often 
drynken there of, femen alle weys Zongly, 
and lyven with outen Sykeneffe. And men 
feyn, that that Welle comethe out of Para- 
dys: and therfore it is fo vertuous. Be alle 
that Contree growethe gode Gyngevere: and 
therfore thidre gon the Marchauntes for Spi- 
cerye. In that Lond Men wortchipen the 
Ox, for his fympleneffe and for his mekeneffe 
and for the profite that comethe of him. And 
thei feyn, that he is the holyeft Beft in Erthe. 
For hem femethe, that whofo evere be meke 
and pacyent, he is holy and profitable: for 
thanne thei feyn, he hathe alle vertues in 
him. Thei maken the Ox to laboure 6 zeer 
or 7, and than thei ete him. And the Kyng 
of the Contree hathe alle wey an Ox with 

him, 
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him: and he that kepethe him, hathe every 
day grete fees, and kepethe every day his 
Dong and his Uryne in 2 Veffelles of Gold, 
and bryngen it before here Prelate; that thei 
clepen Archiprotopapaton; and he berethe it 
before the Kyng, and makethe there over a 
gret bleffynge ; and than the Kyng wetethe 
his Hondes there, in that thei clepen Gaw/, 
and anyntethe his front and his Breft: and 
aftre he frotethe him with the Dong and with 
the Uryne with gret reverence, for to ben 
fulfilt of vertues of the Ox, and made holy 
be the vertue of that holy thing, that nought 
is worthe. And whan the Kyng hathe don, 
thanne don the Lordes; and aftre hem here 
Mynyftres and other men, zif thei may have 
ony remenant. In that Contree thei maken 
Ydoles, half Man, half Ox ; and in tho Ydoles, 
eville Spirites {peken and zeven anfwere to 
men, of what is asked hem. Before theifé 
Ydoles, men fleen here Children many tymes, 
and fpryngen the Blood upon the Ydoles ; 
and fo thei maken here Sacrifife. And whan 
ony man dyethe in the Contree, thei brennen 
his Body in name of Penance, to that entent, 
that he fuffre no peyne in Erthe, to ben eten 
of Wormes. And zif his Wif have no Child, 
thei brenne hire with him; and feyn, that it 
is 
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is refoun, that {che make him companye in 
that other World, as fche did in this. But 
and fche have Children with him, thei leten 
hire lyve with hem, to brynge hem up, zif 
{che wole. And zif that {che love more to 
lyve with hereChildren, than for to dye with 
hire Husbonde, men holden hire,for fals and 
curfed: ne fchee {Challe never ben loved ne 
trufted of the peple. And zif the W6man 
dye before the Husbonde, men brennen him 
with hire, zif that he wole; and zif he wil 
not, no man con{treynethe him thereto; but 
he may wedde another tyme with outen 
blame and repreef. In that Contreegrowen ma- 
nye ftronge Vynes: and the Women drynken 
Wyn, and men not: and the Women fchayen 
hire Berdes, and the men not. 
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Cap. XVk 


OF the Domes made be Seyat Thomas. 
Of Devecyoun and Sacrifice made to 
Yaoles there, in the C ytee of Cala- 
mye; and of the proceffioun im go- 
yage aboute the Cytee. 


ROM that Contree men paffen be many 

Marches, toward a Contree, a 10 iour- 
neyes thens, that is clept Mabaron : and it is 
a gret Kyngdom, and it hathe many faire Cy- 
tees and Townes. In that Kyngdom lithe the: 
body of feynt Thomas the Apoftle, in Flefche 
and Bon, ina faire Tombe, in the Cytee of 
Calamye: for there he was martyred and bu- 
ryed. But men of 4/firze beeren his Bodye in 
to Mefopatayme, in to the Cytee of Edsfe: 
and attre, he was broughte thidre azen. And 
the Arm and the Hond, (that he putte in oure 
Lordes fyde, whan he appered to him, aftre 
his Refurrexioun, and feyde to him, WNo/z effe 
incredulus, fet fidelis) is zit lyggynge in a 
Veffelle with outen the Tombe. And be that 

6 Hond 
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Hond thei maken alle here Juggementes, in 
the Contree, whofo hathe righte or wrong. 
For whan ther is ony diflentioun betwene 2 
partyes, and every of hem meyntenethe his 
Caufe, and feyth, that his Caufe is rightfulle, 
and that other feythe the contrarye, thanne 
bothe partyes writen here Caufes in 2 Billes, 
and putten hem in the Hond of feynt 7o- 
mas; and anon he caftethe awey the Bille of 
the wrong Caufe, and holdethe ftille the Bille 
with the righte Caufe. And therfore men 
comen from fer Contrees to have Juggement 
of doutable Caufes: -and other Juggement 
ufen thei nonthere. Alfo the Chirche, where 
feynt Thomas lythe, is bothe gret and fair, 
and alle fulle of grete Simulacres: and tho 
ben grete Ymages, that thei clepen here 
Goddes ; of the whiche, the lefte is als gret 
as 2 men. And amonges theife othere, there 
is a gret Ymage, more than ony of the othere, 
that is alle covered with fyn Gold and pre- 
cyous Stones and riche Perles: and that Ydole 
is the God of falfe Criftene, that han reneyed 
hire Feythe. And it fyttethe in a Chayere 
ef Gold, fulle nobely arrayed; and he hathe 
aboute his Necke, large Gyrdles, wroughte of 
Gold and precyous Stones and Perles. And 
this Chirche is fulle richely wroughte, and 
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alle over gylt with inne. And’ te that Ydole 
gon men on Pylgrimage, als comounly and 
with als gret Devocioun, as Criftene men gon 
to feynt fames, or other holy Pilgrimages. 
And many folk that comen fro fer Londes, 
to feche that Ydole, for the gret devocy- 
oun that thei han, thei loken nevere upward, 
but evere more down to the Erthe, for drede. 
to fee ony thing aboute hem, that {fcholde 
lette hem of here Devocyoun. And stime 
ther ben, that gon on Pilgrimage to this Y- 
dole, that beren Knyfes in hire Hondes, that 
ben made fulle kene and {charpe; and alle 
weyes, as thei gon, thei fmyten hem felf in 
‘here Armes and in here Legges and in here 
Thyes, with many hydoufe Woundes; and 
fo thei fcheden here Blood, for love of that 
Ydole. And theifeyn, that he is bleffed and 
holy, that dyethe fo for love of his God. 
And othere there ben, that leden hire Chil- 
dren, for to fle, to make Sacrifife to that Y- 
dole: and aftre thei han flayn hem, thei 
{pryngen the Blood upon the ¥dole.. And 
stime ther ben, that comé fro ferr, and in 
goynge toward this Ydole, at every thrydde 
pas, that thei gon fro here Hows, thei knelen ; 
and fo contynuen tille thei come thidre: and 
Whan thei comen there, thei taken Enfenfe 

and 
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and other aromatyk thinges of noble Smelle, 
and fenfen the Ydole, as we wolde don here, 
Goddes precyoufe Body. And fo comen folk 
to worfchipe this Ydole, fum fro an hundred 
Myle, and stime fro many mo. And before 
the Mynftre of this Ydole, isa? Vyvere, in 
maner of a gret Lake, fulle of Watre: and 
there in Pilgrymes caften Gold and Sylver, 
Perles and precyous Stones, with outen nom- 
bre, in ftede of Offrynges. And whan the 
Mynyftres of that Chirche neden to maken 
ony reparacyoun of the Chirche or of ony 
of the Ydoles, thei taken Gold and Silver, 
Perles and precyous Stones out of the Vy- 
vere, to quyten the Coftages of fuche thing 
as thei maken or reparen; fo that no thing 
is fawty, but anon it {challe ben amended. 
And zee {chulle undirftonde, that whan erete 
Feftes andSolempnytees of that Ydole, as the 
Dedicacioun of the Chirche, and the thronynge 
of the Ydole bethe, alle the Contree aboute 
meten there to gidere; and thei fetten this 
Y dole upon a Chare with gret reverence, wel 
arrayed with Clothes of Gold, of riche Clothes 
of Tartarye, of Camacaa, and other precy- 
ous Clothes; and thei leden him aboute the 
Cytee with gret folempnytee. And before 


8 Viver, F. that is, 2Fith Pool. 
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the Chare, gon firft in proceffioun alle the 
Maydenes of the Contree, 2 and 2 to gidere, 
fulle ordynatly. And aftre tho Maydenes, 
gon the Pilgrymes. And stime of hem falle 
doun undre the Wheles of the Chare, and lat 
the Chare gon over hem; fo that thei ben 
dede anon. And stime han here Armes or 
here Lymes alle to broken, and séme the 
fydes: and alle this don thei for love of hire 
God, in gret Devocioun. And he thinkethe, 
that the more peyne and the more tribulaci- 
oun, that thei fuffren for love of here God, 
the more ioye thei {chulle have in another 
World. And {fchortly to feye zou; thei fuf- 
fren fo grete peynes and fo harde martyr- 
domes, for love of here Ydole, that a Cri- 
{tene man, I trowe, durft not taken upon him 
the tenthe part of the peyne, for love of oure 
Lord Fhefu Crif?. And aftre, I feye zou, 
before the Chare, gon alle the Myntftrelles of 
the Contrey, with outen nombre, with dy- 
verfe Inftrumentes; and thei maken alle the 
melodye, that thei cone. And whan thei 
han gon alle aboute the Cytee, thanne thei 
returnen azen to the Mynftre, and putten the 
Ydole azen in to his place. And thanne, for 
the love and in worfchipe of that Ydole, and 
for the reverence of the Fefte, thei flen hem- 

felf; 


Re 
' > 
Re Wt 
q « 
3 BS y 
a 7 ‘ 
ve 
im | ik 
i | ? i 
i 
z 
Ri Ai 
STR bt 
i 
SCTE 
pie 
ws i 
& nih 
S i aii 
es Rey fal 
; Tatiana 
} f q 
{ tea 
i | 
uy) 
Hh 
t Ta 
te ik 
=e 
* 
+ 
34 
8 
pe 
' i 
Bt 
bi 
3 t 
. 4 
i 
Bh 
ae al 
By 
i 
| | 
4 | 
wh 
} bh: ql 
i 
Mf 
y 
i ft 
a . 
z i 
i 
I 
| 
5) 
| { 
i i 
§ 4 
é } 
‘ 
} 
ay 
\ 
¥ 
& 
V3 
z 
5 


ni ail || 
i) i 


sec canoe natant PIR tegen re oN eta Nene ee Ne REE efter te ee RMIT 


sae ate eee neath SSE RGSS ARRAN, “SRST TS a Rh eae 


Sv John Maundevile, Kt. 213 


felf, a200 or 300 perfones,with {charpe Knyfes, 
of the whiche thei bryngen the bodyes be- 
fore the Ydole; and than thei feyn, that tho 
ben Seyntes, be caufe that thei flowen hem- 
{elf of here owne gode wille, for love of here 
Ydole. And as men here, that hadde an ho- 
ly Seynt of his kyn, wolde thinke, that it 
were to hem an highe worfchipe, right fo hem 
thinkethe there. And as men here devoutly 
wolde writen holy Seyntes Lyfes and here 
Myracles, and fewen for here Canonizaciouns, 
righte fo don thei there, for hem that fleen 
hem felf wilfully, for love of here Ydole; and 
feyn, that rhei ben glorioufe Martyres and 
Seyntes, and putten hem in here Wrytynges 
and in here Letanyes, and avaunten hem gret- 
ly on to another of here holy Kynnefmen, 
that fo becomé Seyntes; and feyn, I have mo 
holy Seyntes in my Kynrede, than thou in 
thin. And the Cuftome alfo there is this, 
that whan thei that han fuch Devocioun and 
entent, for to-fle him felf, for love of his God, 
thei fenden for alle here Frendes, and han 
gret plentee of mynftrelle, and thei gon be- 
fore the Ydole ledynge him, that wil fle him- 
felf for fuch devocioun, betwene hem with 
ore reverence. And he alle naked hath a ful 
charp Knyf in his hond, and he cuttethe a 
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eret pece of his Flefche and caftethe it in the 
face of his Ydole, feyenge his Oryfounes, re- 
comendynge him to his God: and than he 
fmytethe himfelf, and makethe grete Woundes 
and depe ‘here and there, tille he falle doun 
ded. ,Andthan his Frendes prefenten his Bo- 
dy to the Ydole; and than thei feyn, fyng- 
ynge, Holy God, behold what thi trewe Ser- 
vant hath don for the; he hathe forfaken his 
Wif and his Children and his Ricchefle and 
alle the Godes of the Worlde and hiS owne 
Lyf, for the love of the, and to make the 
Sacrifife of his Flefche and of his Blode. 
Wherfore, Holy God, putte him among thi 
befte belovede Seyntes in thi Bliffe of Para- 
dys: for he hathe wel differved it. And than 
thei maken a gret Fuyr, and brennen the Bo- 
dy : and thanne everyche of his Frendes ta- 
ken a quantyte of the Affches, and kepen 
hem in ftede of Relykes, and feyn, that it is 
aholy thing. Andthei have no drede of no 
perile, whils thei han tho holy Affches upon 


hem. And thei putten his name in here Le- 
tanyes, as a Seynt. 
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; Cap. XVII. 

Of the evylle Cuftoms ufed wm the Yle of 
Lamary: and how the Erthe and the 
See ben of round Forme and fchapp, 
be pref of the Sterre, that 1 clept 
Autartyk, that is fix 12 the Soutbe. 


cean, and be many dyverte Yiles, and 
be many Contrees, that were to longe for 
to telle of, Anda 52 iorneyes fro this Lond, 
that I have fpoken of, there is another Lond, 
that is fulle gret, that men clepen Lamary. 
In that Lond is fulle gret Hete:.and the Cuftom 
there is fuch, that men and women gon alle 
naked* And thei {cornen, whan thei feen 
ony ftrange Folk goynge clothed. And thei 
feyn, that God made ddam and Eve alle 
naked; and that no man {cholde fchame, that 
is of kyndely nature. And thei feyn, that 
the; that ben clothed, ben folk of another 
World, or thei ben folk, that trowen not in 
God. And thei feyn, that thei beleeven in 


God, that formede the World, and that made 
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Adam and Eve, and alle other thinges. And 
thei wedden there no Wyfes: for alle the 
Women there ben cOmoun, and thei forfake 
no man. .And thei feyn, thei fynnen, zif 
thei refufen ony man: and fo God cémaund- 
ed to Adam and ve, and to alle that comen 
of him, whan he feyde, Crefcite & multi- 
plicamini, § replete Terram. And therfore 
may no man in that Contree feyn, his is my 
Wyf: ne no Woman may feye, This is myn 
Husbonde. And whan thei han Children, 
thei may zeven hem to what man thei wole, 
that hathe companyed with hem. And alfo 
alle the Lond is comoun: for alle that a man 
holdethe o zeer, another man hathe it ano- 
ther zeer. And every man takethe what part 
that him lykethe. And alfo alle the Godes 
of the Lond ben comoun, Cornes and alle 
other thinges: for no thing there is clept in 
clos, ne no thing there is undur Lgk; and 
every man there takethe what he wole, with 
outen ony contradiccioun: and als riche is o 
man there, as is another. But in that Con- 
tree, there. is a curfed Cuftom: for thei eten 
more gladly mannes Flefche, than ony other 
Flefche: and zit is that Contree habundant 
of Flefche, of Fiffche, of Cornes, of Gold and 
Sylver, and of alle other Godes. Thidre gon 
Marchauntes; 
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Marchauntes, and bryngen with hem Chil- 
dren, to {elle to hem of the Contree, and thei 
byzen hem: and zif thei ben fatte, thei eten 
hem anon; and zif thei ben lene, thei feden 
hem, tille thei ben fatte, and thanne thei eten 
hem: and theifeyn, that it is the beft Flefche 
and the {wetteft of alle the World. In that 
Lond, ne in many othere bezonde that, no 
man may fee the Sterre tranfmontane, that 
is clept the Sterre of the See, that is unmeva- 
ble, and that is toward the Northe, that we 
clepen the Lode Sterre. But men feen ano- 
ther Sterre, the contrarie to him, thatis toward 
the Southe, that is clept Autartyk. And right 
as the Schip men taken here Avys here, and 
soverne hem be the Lode Sterre, right fo 
don Schip men bezonde the parties, be the 
Sterre of the Southe, the whiche Sterre ap- 
perethe not to us, And this Sterre, that is 
toward the Northe, that wee clepen the Lode 
Sterre, ne apperethe not to hem. For whiche 
caufe, men may wel perceyve, that the Lond 
and the See ben of rownde {chapp and forme. 
For the partie of the Firmament ichewethe in 
o Contree, that {chewethe not in another Con- 
tree. And men may well preven be experi- 
ence and fotyle compaflement of Wytt, that 
zif a man fond paflages be Schippes, that 
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wolde go to ferchen the World, men myghte 
go be Schippe alle aboute the World, and a- 
boven and benethen. The whiche thing TF 
prove thus, aftre that I have feyn. For I 
have ben toward the parties of Braban, and 
beholden * the A/frolabre, that the Sterre that 
is clept the Transmontayne, is 53 Degrees 
highe. And more forthere in A/mayne and 
b Bewme, it hathe 58 Degrees. And more 
forthe toward the parties feptemtrioneles, it 
is62 Degrees of heghte, and certeyn Mynutes. 
For Imy felf have mefured it by the 4/ro- 
labre. Now {chulle ze knowe, that azen the 
Tranf{montayne, is the tother Sterre, that is 
clept Autartyke ; as I have feyd before. And 
tho 2 Sterres ne meeven nevere. And be 
hem turnethe alle the Firmament, righte as 
dothe a Wheel, that turnethe be his Axille 
Tree: fo that tho Sterres beren the Firma- 
ment in 2 egalle parties ; fo that it hathe als 
mochel aboven, as it hathe benethen. Aftre 
this, I have gon toward the parties meridio- 
nales, that is toward the Southe: and I have 
founden, that in Lydye, men feen firft the 
Sterre dutartyk. And {fo fer Ihave gon more 


_ 4 In our Author’s time, Aftronomers had attain’d but very 
little accuracy in taking Obfervations. 
b Bohemia, 


forthe 


Siv John Maundevile, Kt. 219 


forthe in tho Contrees, that I have founde 
that Sterre more highe ; fo that toward the 
highe Lybye, it is 18 Degrees of heghte, and 
certeyn Minutes (of the whiche, 60 Minutes 
maken a Degree) Aftre goynge be See and 
beLonde, toward this Contree, of that I have 
{poke, and to other Yles and Londes bezonde 
that Contree, I have founden the Sterre _“y- 
tartyk of 33 Degrees of heghte, and mo my- 
nutes. And zif I hadde Had Companye and 
Schippynge, for to go more bezonde, I trowe 
wel in certeyn, that wee {cholde have feen alle 
the roundneffe of the Firmament alle aboute. 
Fot as Ihave feyd zou be forn, the half of 
the Firmament is betwene tho 2 Sterres: the 
whiche halfondelle I have feyn.. And of the 
tother halfondelle, I have feyn toward the 
Northe, undre the Tranfmontane 62 Degrees 
and 10 Mynutes; and toward the partie me- 
tidionalle, I have feen undre the Zztartyk 33 
Degrees and 16 Mynutes: and thanne the 
halfondelle of the Firmament in alle, ne hold- 
ethe not but 180 Degrees. Aud of tho 180, 
Ihave feen 62 on that o part, and 33 on that 
other part, that ben 95 Degrees, and nyghe 
the halfondelle of a Degree; and fo there ne 
faylethe but that I have feen alle the Firma- 
ment, faf 84 Degrees and the halfondelle of 
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a Degree; and that is not the fourthe part of 
the Firmament. For the 4 partie of the round- 
neffe of the Firmament holt 90 Degrees: fo 
there faylethe but 5 Degrees and an half, of 
the fourthe partie. And alfo I have feen the 
3 parties of alle the roundnefle of the Firma- 
ment, and more zit 5 Degrees and an half. Be 
the whiche I feye zou certeynly, that men 
may envirowne alle the Erthe of alle the 
World, as wel undre as aboven, and turnen ~ 
azen to his Contree, that hadde Companye 
and Schippynge and Conduyt: and alle weyes 
he fcholde fynde Men, Londes, and Yles, 
als wel as in this Contr¢e. For zee wyten 
welle, that thei that ben toward the 4yLar- 
tyk, thei ben ftreghte, feet azen feet of hem, 
that dwellen undre the tranfmontane; als wel 
as wee and thei that dwellyn under us, ben 
feet azenft feet. For alle the parties of See 
and of Lond han here appofitees, habitables 
or trepaffables, and thei of this half and be- 
zond half. And wytethe wel, that aftre that, 
that I may parceyve and comprehende, the 
Londes of Prefire Fobnu, Emperour of Yude 
ben undre us. For in goynge from Scotloud 
or from Englond toward Jerufalem, men gon 
upward alweys. For oure Lond is in the lowe 
partie of the Erthe, toward the Weft: and 

the 
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the Lond of Preffre fohn is-the lowe partie 
of the Erthe, toward the Eft: and thei han 
there the day, whan wee have the nyghte, 
and alfo highe to the contrarie, thei han the 
nyghte, whan wee han the Day. For the 
Erthe and the See ben of round forme and 
fchapp, as I have feyd beforn. And that 
that men gon upward to o Coft, men gon 
dounward to another Coft. Alfo zee have 
herd me feye>, that feru/alem is in the myd- 
des of the World; and that may men preven 
and fchewen there, be a Spere, that is pighte 
in to the Erthe, upon the hour of mydday, 
whan it is Equenoxium, that {fchewethe no 
{chadwe on no fyde. And that it {cholde ben 
in the myddes of the World, ‘Davzd wytnef- 
fethe it in the P/fautre, where he feythe, 
©Deus operatus eft falute in medio Terre. 
Thanne thei that parten fro the parties of 
the Weft, for to go toward Feru/falem, als 
many iorneyes as thei gon upward for to go 
thidre, in als many iorneyes may thei gon fro 
Ferufalem, unto other Confynyes of the Su- 
perficialtie of the Erthe bezonde. And whan 
men gon bezonde tho iourneyes, toward Ynde 
and to the foreyn Yles, alle is envyronynge 
the roundneffe of the Erthe and of the See, 
a Pegs: ¢ Pfalm Ixxiv. 12, 
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undre oure Contrees on this half. And ther- 
fore hathe it befallen many tymes of o thing, 
that I have herd cownted, whan I was zong; 
how a worthi man departed fomtyme from 
oure Contrees, for to go ferche the World. 
And fo he paffed Yude, and the Yles bezonde 
Tnde, where ben mo than 5000 Yles: and fo 
Jonge he wente be See and Lond, and fo en- 
viround the World be many feyfons, that he 
fond an Yle, where he herde fpeke his owne 
Langage, callynge on Oxen in the Plowghe, 
fuche Wordes as men {peken to Beftes in his 
owne Contree: whereof he hadde gret Mer- 
vayle: for he knewe not how it myghte 
be. But Ifeye, that he had gon fo longe, be 
Londe and be See, that he had envyround alle 


-the Erthe, that he was comen azen enviroun- 


ynge, that is to feye, goynge aboute, unto 
his owne Marches, zif he wolde have paffed 
forthe, til he had founden his Contree and his 
owne knouleche. But he turned azen from 
thens, from whens he was come fro; and fo 
he lofte moche peynefulle labour, as him felf 
feyde, agret while aftre, that he was comen 
hom. For it befelle aftre, that he wente in 
to Norweye; and there Tempeft of the See 
toke him; and he arryved in an Yle; and 
whan he was in that Yle, he knew wel, that 

it 
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it was the Yle, where he had herd fpeke his 
owne Langage before, and the callynge of the 
Oxen at the Plowghe: and that was poffible 
thinge. But how it femethe to {ymple men 
unlerned, that men ne mowe not go undre 
the Erthe, and alfo that men {cholde falle to- 
ward the Hevene, from undre! But that may 
not be, upon leffe, than wee mowe falle to- 
ward Hevene, fro the Erthe, where wee ben. 
For fro what partie of the Erthe, that men 
duelle, outher aboven or benethen, it femethe 
alweys to hem that duellen, that thei gon 
more righte than ony other folk. And righte 
as it femethe to us, that thei ben undre us, 
righte fo it femethe hem, that wee ben undre 
hem. For zif a man myghte falle fro the 
Erthe unto the Firmament; be grettere re- 
foun, the Erthe and the See, that ben fo grete 
and fo hevy, {cholde fallen to the Firmament: 
but that may not be: and therfore feithe oure 
Lord God, Non timeas me, qui fifpendi 
Terra ex nichilo? And alle be it, that it be 
poffible thing, that men may fo envyronne 
alle the World, natheles of a 1000 perfones, 
on ne myghte not happen to returnen in to 
his Contree.. For, for the gretneffe of the 
Erthe and of the See, men may go be a 1000 
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‘and a rooo other weyes, that no man cowde 
redye him perfitely toward the parties that he 
cam fro, but zif it were be aventure and happ, 
or be the grace of God. For the Erthe is 
fulle large and fulle gret, and holt in round- 
nefle and aboute envyroun, be aboven and be 
benethen 20425 Myles, aftre the opynyoun 
of the olde wife Aftronomeres. And here 
Seyenges I repreve noughte. But aftre my 
lytylle wytt, it femethe me, favynge here re- 
verence, that it is more. And for to have 
bettere underftondynge, I feye thus, Be ther 
ymagyned a Figure, that hathe a gret Com- 
pas; and aboute the poynt of the gret Com- 
pas, that is clept the Centre, be made ano- 
ther litille Compas: than aftre, be the gret 


- Compas devifed be Lines in manye parties ; 


and that alle the Lynes mecten at the Centre; 
fo that in as many parties, as the grete Com- 
pas {chal be departed, in als manye, {challe 
be departed the litille, that is aboure the Cen- 
tre, alle be it, that the fpaces ben leffle. Now 
thanne, be the gret compas reprefented for 
the firmament, and the litille compas re- 
prefented for the Erthe. Now thanne the 
Firmament is devyfed, be Aftronomeres, in 
42 Signes; and every Signe is devyfed in 
30 Degrees, that is 360 Degrees, that the 

Firmament 
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Firmament hathe aboven. Alfo, be the Erthe 
devyfed in als many parties, as the Fir- 
mament; and lat every partye anfwere to a 
Degree of the Firmament: and wytethe it 
wel, that aftre the Auctoures of Aftronomye, 
700 Furlonges of Erthe aniweren to a Degree 
of the Firmament; and tho ben 87 Miles and 
4 Furlonges. Now be that here multiplyed 
be 360 fithes; andthan thei ben31500Myles, 
every of 8 Furlonges, aftre Myles of oureCon- 
tree. So moche hathe the Erthe in round- 
nefle, and of heghte enviroun, aftre myn o- 
pynyoun and myn undirftondynge. And zee 
{chulle undirftonde, that aftre the opynyoun 
of olde wife Philofophres and Aftronomeres, 
eure Contree née Ivelond ne Wales ne Scot- 
lond ne Norweye ne the other Yles coftynge 
to hem, ne ben not in the fuperficyalte cownt- 
ed aboven the Erthe; as it {chewethe be alle 
the Bokes of Aftronomye. For the Superfici- 
altee of the Erthe is departed in 7 parties, for 
the 7 Planetes: and tho parties ben clept Cly- 
mates. And oure parties be not of the 7 Cly- 
mates: for thei ben defcendynge toward the 
Welt. And alfo thefe Yles of Yude, which 
beth evene azenft us, beth noght reckned in’ 
the Climates: for thei ben azenft us, that ben 
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in the ‘lowe Contree. And the 7 Clymates 
ftrecchen hem envyrounynge the World. 


A a 


Cap. XVII. 
Of the Ralays .of the Kyung of, the Yle 


of Java. Of the. Trees, that beren 
Mele, Hony, Wyn and p, enym ; and 
of othere Mervayzlles and Ce iftomes, 
wed in the Vles marchinge therea- 


BD) ESYDE that Yle that I have fpoken of; 
iy there is another Yle, that is clept Sz- 
rnobor, that is a gret Yle: and the Kyng there- 
of is righte myshty. The folk of that Yle 
maken hem alweys to ben marked in the vi- 
{age with an.hote Yren, bothe men and wo6- 
men, for gret nobleffe, for to ben knowen 
from other folk. For thei holden hem felf 
moft noble and moft worthi of alle the World. 
And thei han Werre alle weys with,the folk 
that gon alle naked. And fafte befyde is ano- 
ther Yle, that is clept * Betemga, that is a 


@ Betheyna, F. 2. 


sode 
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ode Vic saa a plentyfous. And many other 
Yles ben there aboute; where there ben ma- 
ny of dyverfe folk: of the whiche it were to 
longe to fpeke of alle. 

But faft befyde that Yle, for to paffe be 
See, is a oret Yle and a gret Contree, that 
men clepen ‘fava: and it is nyghe 2000 Myle 
in circuyt. And the Kyng of that Contree 
is a fulle gret Lord anda ryche anda myghty, 
and hathe undre him 7 other Kynges of 7 o- 
ther Yles abouten | hy m. This: Yle is fulle 
Wel inhabyted, and fulle wel manned. There 
growen alle maner of Spicerie, more plenty- 
fous liclie than in ony other Contree ; as of 
Gyngevere, Clowegylofres, Canelle, Zede- 
walle, Notemuges and Maces. And wytethe © 
wel, that the Not temuge berethe the Maces. 
For righte as the Note of the Hafelle hathe 
an Hlisk with outen, that the Note is clofed 
in, til it beripe; and aftre fallethe out; righte 
fo it is of the Notemuge and of the Maces. 
Manye other Spices and many other Godes 
growen in that Vie. For of alle thing is there 
plenty, faf only of Wyn: but there is Gold 
and Silver gret plentee. And the Kyng of 
that Contree hathe a Paleys fulle noble and 
fulle marveyllous, and more riche than ony 
in the World, For alle the Degrez to gon up 
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in to Halles and Chambres, ben on of Gold 
another of Sylver. And alfo the Pavmentes 
of Halles and Chambres ben alle fquare, on 
of Gold and another of Sylver: and alle the 
Walles with inne ben covered with Gold and 
Sylver, in fyn Plates: and in tho Plates ben 
Stories and Batayles of Knyghtes enleved. 
And the Crounes and the Cercles abouten here 
Hedes ben made of precious Stones and riche 
Perles and grete. And the Halles and the 
Chambres of the Palays ben alle covered with 
inne with Gold and Sylver: fo that no man 
woldetrowe the richeffe of that Palays, but he 
had feen it. And witethe wel, that the Kyng of 
that Yle is fo myghty, that he hathe many 
tymes overcomen the grete Cane of Cathay 
in Bataylle, that is the moft gret Emperour 
that is undre the Firmament, outher bezonde 
the See or on this half. For thei han had 
often tyme Werre betwene hem, be caufe that 
the grete Cane. wolde conftreynen him to 
holden his lond of him: but that other at alle 

tymes defendethe him wel azenft him. 
Aftre that Yle, in goynge be See, men 
fynden another Yle, gode and gret, that men 
clepen Parhen, that is a gret Kyngdom, fulle 
f faire Cytees and fulle of Townes. In that 
Lond growen Trees, that beren Mele, wherof 
men 


Szv John Maundevile, Kt. 229 


men maken godeBred and white, and of gode 
favour; and it femethe as it were of Whete, 
but it is not allynges of fuche Savour. And 
there ben other Trees, that beren Hony, 
gode and fwete; and other Trees, that beren 
Venym; azenft the whiche there is no Medi- 
cyne but on; and that is to taken here pro- 
pre Leves, and ftampe hem and tempere hem 
with Watre, and than drynke it: and elle he 
{challe dye; for Triacle will not avaylle, ne 
non other Medicyne. Of this Venym, the 
ewes had let feche of on of here Frendes, 
for to enpoyfone alle Criftiantee, as I have 
herd hem feye in here Confeffioun, before 
here dyenge. But thanked be alle myghry 
God, thei fayleden of hire purpos: but alle 
weys thei maken gret mortalitee of poeple. 
And other Trees there ben alfo, that beren 
Wyn of noble fentement. And zif zou like 
to here how the Mele comethe out of the 
Trees, I{challe feye zou. Men hewen the 
Trees with an Hachet, alle aboute the fote 
of the Tree, tille that the Bark be parted in 
many parties ; and than comethe out ther of 
a thikke Lykour, the whiche thei refceyven 
in Veflelles, and dryen it at the hete of the 
Sonne; and than thei han it to a Mylle to 
orynde; and it becomethe faire Mele and 
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white. And the Hony and the Wyn and the 
Venym ben drawen out of other Trees,: in 
the jame manere, and put in Veflelles for ta 
kepe. In that Yle is a ded Sce, that is a Lake, 
that hathe no Ground. And zif ony thing 
falle in to that Lake, it {challe nevere comen 
up azen. >In that Lake growen Reedes, that 
ben Cannes, that thei clepen Thaby, that ben 
30 Fadme long. And of theife Canes, men 
maken faire Houfes. And ther ben other 
Cancs, that ben not fo longe, that growen 
nere the Lond, and han fo longe Rotes, that 
duren wel a ¢ 4 quartres of aFurlong or more; 
and at the Knottes of tho Rotes, men fynden 
precious Stones, that han gret vertues : And 
he that berethe ony of hem upon him, 
Yren ne Steel ne may not hurt him, ne drawe 
no Blood upon him: and therfore thei that 
han tho Stones upon hem, fighten fulle hardyly, 
bothe on See and Lond: for men may not har- 
men hem on no partye. And therfore thei that 
knowen the manere, and {chulle fighten with 
hem, thei {choten to hem Arwes and Qua- 
relies with outen Yren or Steel; and fo thei 
hurten hem and fleen hem. And alfo of tho 
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Canes, 
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Canes, thei maken Houfes and Schippes and 
other thinges; as wee han here, makynge 
Houfes and Schippes of Oke or of ony other 
Trees. And deme no man, that I feye it, 
but for a Truffulle: for I have feen of the 
Cannes with myn owne Eyzen, fulle many 
tymes, lygeynge upon the Ryvere of that 
Lake: of the whiche, 20 of oure Felowes ne 
myghten not liften up ne beren on to the 
Erthe. 

Aftre this Yle, men gon be See to another 
Yle, that is clept Calonak: and it is a fair 
Lond and a plentifous of Godes. And the 
Kyng of that Contrey hath als many Wyfes 
as he wole: for he makethe ferche alle the 
Contree, to geten him the faireft Maydens 
that may ben founde, and makethe hem to ben 
broughte before him ; and he takethe on 
o nyght, and another another nyght, and fo 
forthe contynuelle fewyng ; fo that he hath 
a 1000 Wyfes or mo. And he liggethe never 
but o nyght, with on of hem, and another 
nyght with another, but zif that-on happene 
to ben more [ufty to his 'plefance than ano- 
ther. And therfore the Kyng getethe fulle ma- 
ny Children; fum tyme an 100; fum tyme 
an 200, and fum tyme mo, And he hathe 


alfo into a 14000: Olifauntz or mo, that he 
Q 4 makethe . 
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makethe for to ben brought up amonges his 
Vileynes, be alle his Townes.. For in cas 
that he had ony Werre azenft ony other Kyng 
aboute him, thanne he makethe certeyn men 
of Armes for to gon up in to the Caftelles of 
Tree, made for the Werre, that craftily. ben 
{ett up on the OlifantesBakkes, for to fyghten 
azen hire Enemyes: and fo don other Kynges 
there aboute. For the maner of Werre is not 
there, as it is here or in other Contrees ; ne 
the Ordynance of Werre nouther. And men 
clepen the Olifantes, Warkes, 
And in that Yle there is a gret Marvayle, 
more to ipeke of than in ony other partie of 
the World. For alle manere of Fiffches, that 
ben there in the See abouten hem, comen ones 
in the Zeer, eche manere of dyverfe Fiffches, 
on maner of kynde aftre other; and _ thei 
-caften hem felf to the See Banke of that Yile, 
fo gret plentee and multitude, that no man may 
unnethe Sce but Fiffche; and there thei abyden 
3 dayes: and every man of theContree takethe 
of hem, als many as him lykethe: And aftre, 
that maner of Fiffche, aftre the thridde day, 
departethe and gothe in to the See. And af- 
tre hem, comen another multitude of Fyffche 
of another kynde, and don in the fame maner 
as the fire diden other 3 dayes, And aftre 
hem 
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hem, another; tille alle the dyverfe maner.of 
Fiffches han ben there, and that men han ta- 
ken of hem, that hem lykethe. And no man 
knowethe the caufe wherfore it may ben. But 
thei of the Contree feyn, that it is for to do 
reverence to here Kyng, that is the moft wor- 
thi Kyng, that is in the World, as thei feyn; 
becaufe that he fulfillethe the Comandement, 
that God bad to Ada and Eve, whan God 
feyde, Crefcite © multiplicamini © replete 
Lerram. And for becaufe that he multipl- 
ethe fo the World with Children, therfore 
God fendethe him fo the Fiffches of dyverfe 
kyndes, of alle that ben in the See, to ta- 
ken at his wille, for him and alle his peple. 
And therfore alle the Fiffches of the See 
comep, to maken him homage, as the moft 
noble and excellent Kyng of the World, and 
that is beft beloved with God, als thei feyn. 
I knowe not the refoun, whi itis: but God 
knowethe. But this, me femethe, is the mofte 
marveylle, that evere I faughe. For this mer- 
vaylle is azenft kynde, and not with kynde, 
that the Fiffches, that han fredom to envi- 
roun alle the Coftes of the See, at here owne 
lift, comen of hire owne wille to profren hem 
to the dethe, with outen conflreynynge of 
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234 The Voiage and Travaile of 
man: and therfore I am fyker, that this may 
not ben, with outen a gret tokene. 

There ben alfo in that Contree a kynde of 
Snayles, that ben fo grere, that many per- 
fones may loggen hem in here Schelles, as 
men Wolde done ina litylle Hous. And other 
Snayles there ben, that ben fulle grete, but 
not io huge as the other. And of theife Snayles, 
and of gret white Wormes, that han blake 
Hedes, that ben als grete as a mannes thighe, 
and some leffe, as grete Wormes that men 
fynden there in Wodes, men maken Vyaunde 
Rialle, for the Kyng and for other grete 
Lordes. And zif a man, that is maryed, dye 
in that Contree, men buryen his Wif with 
him alle quyk. For men feyn there, that it 
is refoun, that fche make him companye in 
that other World, as iche did in this. 

From that Contree, men gon be the See 
Occean, be an Yle that is clept Caffolos. Men 
of that Contree, whan here Frendes ben feke, 
thei hangen hem upon Trees; and {feyn, that 
it is bettre, that Briddes, that ben Angeles of 
God, eten hem, than the foule Wormes of 


the Erthe. 


From that Yle men gon to another Vie, 


where the folk ben of fulle curfed kynde’: 


for 
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fox thei noryf{chen grete Dogges, and techen 
hem to ftrangle here Frendes, whan thei ben 
fyke: for thei wil noughte, that thei dyen 
of kyndely Dethe: for thei feyn, that thei 
{cholde fuffren to gret peyne, zif thei abyden 
to dyen be hem felf, as Nature wolde: and 
whan thei ben thus enftrangled, thei eten here 
Flefche, in ftede of Venyfoun. 

Aftreward men gon be many Yles be See, 
unto an Yle, that men clepen Mz/ke: and 
there is a fulle curfed peple: for thei delyten 
in ne thing more, than for to fighten and to 
flemen. And thei drynken gladlyeft mannes 
Blood, the whiche thei clepen Dieu. And 
the mo men that a man may flee, the more 
worfchipe he hathe amonges hem. And zif 
2 perfones ben at debate, and peraventure ben 
accorded be here Frendes or be fum of here 
Alliance, it behovethe that every of hem, 
that {chulle ben accorded, drynke of otheres 
Blood: and elle the Accord'ne the Alliance 
is noghte worthe, ne it {Challe not be ne re- 
pref to him to breke the Alliance and the A- 
cord, but zif every of hem drynke of otheres 
Blood. : 

And from that Yle, men gon be See, from 
Vile to Yle, unto an Yle, that is clept Tra- 
coda; where the folk of that Contree ben as 
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236 The Voiage and Travaile of 
Beftes and unrefonable, and duellen in Caves, 
that thei maken in the Erthe; for thei have 
no wytt to maken hem Houfes. And whan 
thei feen ony man paflynge thorghe here Con- 
trees, thei hyden hem in here Caves. And 
thei eten Flefche of Serpentes; and thei eten 
but litille, and thei fpeken nought; but thei 
hiffen, as Serpentes don. And thei fette no 
prys be no richeffe, but only of a precyous 
Ston, that is amonges hem, that is of 60 co- 
loures. And for the name of the Yle, thei 
clepen it Zvacodon. And thei loyen more 
that Ston, than ony thing elle: and zit thei 
knowe not the vertue there of: but thei co- 
veyten it and loven it only for the beautee. 
Aftre that Yle, men gon be the See Oc- 
cean, be many Yles, unto an Yle, that is 
clept Nacumera; that is a gret Yle and good 
and fayr: and it is in kompas aboute, more 
than a 1000 Myle. And alle the men and 
women of that Yle han Houndes Hedes: and 
thei ben clept ¢ Cyzocephal;: and thei ben 
fulle refonable and of gode undirftondynge, 
faf that thei worfchipen an Ox for here God. 
And alfo everyche of hem berethe an Ox of 
Gold or. of Sylver in his forhed, in tokene 
that thei loven wel here God. And thei gon 
@ Cynamolgi, Pliny, Li, 6, C. 30. 
P alle 
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alle naked, faf a litylle Clout, that thei co- 
veren with here Knees and hire Membres. 
Thei ben grete folk and wel fyghtynge; and 
thei han a gret Targe, that coverethe alle the 
Body, and a Spere in here hond to fighte 
with. And zif thei taken ony man in Ba- 
taylle, anon thei eten him. The Kyng of 
that Yle is fulle riche and fulle myghty, and 
righte devout aftre his Lawe: and he hathe 
abouten his Nekke 300 Perles oryent, gode 
and grete, and knotted, as Pater Noffres here 
of Amber. And in maner as wee feyn oure 
Pater Nofter and oure 4ve Maria, cownt- 
yng the Pater Noffers, right fo this Kyng 
feythe every day devoutly 300 Preyeres to 
his God, or that he ete: and he berethe alfo 
aboute his Nekke a Rubye oryent, noble and 
fyn, that is a Fote of lengthe, and fyve fyn- 
gres large. And whan thei chefen here Kyng, 
thei taken him that Rubye, to beren in his 
Hond, and fo thei leden him rydynge alle a- 
bouten the Cytee And fro thens fromward, 
thei ben alle obeyffant to him. And that Ru- 
bye he {challe bere alle wey aboute his Nekke: 
for zif he hadde not that Rubye upon him, 
men wolde not holden him for Kyng. The 
grete Cane of Cathay hathe gretly covered 
that Rubye; but he myghte never han it, 
for 
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for Werre ne for no maner of Godes. ‘This 
Kyng is fo rightfulle and of equytee in his 
Doomes, that men may go fykerlyche thorghe 
out alle his Contree, and bere with him what 
him lift, that no man fchalle ben hardy to rob- 
ben hem: and zif he were, the Kyng wolde 
iuftifyed anon. 

Fro this Lond men gon to another Yle; 
that is clept Sz/ba: and it is welle a 800 
Myles aboute. In that Lond is fulle mochelle 
wafte: for it is fulle of Serpentes, of Dra- 
gouns and of Cokadrilles; that no man dar 
duelle there. Theife Cocodrilles ben Ser- 
pentes, zalowe and rayed aboven, and han 4 
Feet and fchorte Thyes and grete Nayles, as 
Clees or Talouns: and there ben sOme that 
han 5 Fadme in lengthe, and stime of 6 and 
of 8, and of 10: and whan thei gon be places; 
that ben gravelly, it femethe as thoughe men 
hadde drawen a gret Tree thorghe the gravel- 
ly place. And there ben alfo many wylde 
Beftes, and namelyche of Olyfauntes. In that 
¥leis agret Mountayne; and in mydd place 
of the Mount, is a gret Lake in a fulle faire 
Pleyne, and there is gret. plentee of Watre. 
And thei of the Contree feyn, that 4dam 
and Ave wepten upon that Mount an roo 
Zeer, whan thei weren dryven out of Para- 
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dys. And that Watre, thei feyn, is of here 
Teres: for fo moche Watre thei wepten, that 
made the forfeyde Lake. And in the botme 
of that Lake, men fynden many precious 
Stones and grete Perles. In that Lake growen 
many Recdes and grete’Cannes: and there 
with inne ben many Cocodrilles and Serpentes 
and grete watre Leches.. And the Kyng of 
that Contree, ones every zcer, zevethe leve 
to pore, men to gon in to the Lake, to gadre 
hem precyous Stones, and Perles, be weye of 
Alemeffe, for the love of God, that made 4- 
dam. And alle the Zeer, men fynde y nowe. 
And for the Vermyn, that is with inne, thei 
anoynte here Armes and here Thyes and 
Legges with an Oynement, made of a thing 
that is clept Lymons, that is a manere of 
Fruyt, lyche {male Pefen: and thanne have 
thei no drede of no Cocodrilles, ne of non 
other. venymous Vermyn. ‘This Watre ren- 
nethe, flowyngeand ebbynge, be a fyde of 
the Mountayne: and in that Ryver men 
fynden precious Stones and perles, gret Plen- 
tee. And men of that Yle feyn comounly, 
that the Serpentes and the wilde Beftes of 
that Contree ne will not don non harm, ne 
touchen with evylle, ‘no ftrange man, that 
entrethe into that Contree, but only to men 
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that ben born of the fame Contree. In that 
Contree and othere there abouten, there 
ben wylde Gees, that han 2 Hedes: and 
there ben Lyouns alle white, and als grete 
as Oxen, and many othere dyverfe Beftes, 
and foules alfo, that be not feyn amonges 
us. And witethe wel, that in that Contree 
and in othere Yles there abouten; the See is 
fo highe, that ic femethe as though it henge 
at the Clowdes, and that it wolde covere alle 
the World: and that is gret Mervaylle, that 
it myghte be fo, faf only the wille of God, 
that the Eyr fufteynethe it. And therfore 
feyth David in the Pfautere, Mirabiles ela- 
tsones Maris. 


Cap. 


“ay, MMs wag tae . = ae 


Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 241 


RID edie di dadede has deed ea deh eT eae Rot 


Cap. XIX. 

How men knowen be the Ydole, zif the 
fike fchalle dye or non. Of folk of 
dyverfe {chap and merveyloufly dif- 
figured: And of the Monkes, thai 
zeven hire releef to Babewyues, 
Apes and Marmefettes and to other 
Beftes: 


J51 ROM that Yle, in goynge be See, to- 

ward the Southe, is another gret Yle; 
that is clept Doxdun. In that Yle ben folk 
of dyverfe kyndes; fo that the Fadre etethe 
the Sone, the Sone the Fadre, the Husbonde 
the Wif, and the Wif the Husbonde. And zif 
it fo befalle; that the Fadre or Modre or ony 
of here Frendes ben feke, anon the Son gothe 
to the Preft of here Law, and preyethe him 
to aske the Ydole, zif his Fadre or Modre or 
Frend {challe dye on that evylle or non. And 
than the Preft and the Sone gone to gydere 
before the Ydole, and knelen fulle devoutly; 
and asken of the Ydole here demande, And 
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zif the Devylle, that is with inne, anfwere, 
that he fchalle lyve, thei kepen him wel: 
and zif he feye, that he {fchalle dye, than the 
Preft gothe with the Sone, with the Wif of 
him that is feeke, and thei putten here hondes 
upon his mouthe, and ftoppen his Brethe, 
and fo thei fleen him. And aftre that, thei 
choppen alle the Body in fmale peces, and 
preyen alle his Frendes to comen and eten of 
him, that is ded: and thei fenden for alle the 
Myntftralle of the Contree, and maken a fo- 
lempne Fefte. And whan thei han eten the 
Fleffche, thei taken the Bones, and buryen 
hem, and fyngen and maken gret melodye. 
And alle tho that ben of his kyn, or pre- 
tenden hem to ben his Frendes, and thei 
come not to that Fefte, thei ben repreved for 
evere and {fchamed, and maken gret doel; for 
nevere aftre {chulle thei ben holden as Frendes. 
And thei feyn alfo, that men eten here Flefche, 
for to delyveren hem out of peyne. For zif 
the Wormes of the Erthe eten hem, the Soule | 
icholde fuffre gret peyne, as thei feyn; and 
namely, whan the Flefche is tendre and me- 
gre, thanne feyn here Frendes, that thei don 
gretSynne, to leten hem have fo long langure, 
to fuffre fo moche peyne, with oute refoun. 
Aud whan thei fynde the Fleffche fatte, than 

6 thei 
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thei feyn, that it is wel don, to fenden him 
fone to Paradys ; and that thei have not fuf- 
fred him to longe to endure in peyne. The 
Kyng of this Yle is a ful gret Lord and a 
myghty ; and hathe undre him 54 grete Yles; 
that zeven Tribute to him: and in everyche 
of theife Yles, is a Kyng crowned, and alle 
ben obeyfiant to that Kyng. And he hathe 
in tho Yles many dyverfe folk. In on of 
theife Yles ben folk of gret Stature; as Ge- 
auntes ; and thei ben hidoufe for to loke up- 
on; and thei han but on eye; and that is 
in the myddylle of the Front; and thei eten 
no thing but raw Fleffche and raw Fyffche. 

And in another Yle, toward the Southe, 
duellen folk of foule Stature and of curfed 
kynde >, that hanno Hedes: and here Eyen 
ben in here Scholdres. 

And in another Yle ben folk; that han the 
face alle platt, alle pleyn ¢, with outen Nefe 
and 4 with outen Mouthe: but thei han 2 


« Pliny, L 6. C. 30. and L. 7. C 2. Produntur Arima/pi, 
uno oculo in Fronte media infignes, 

b Pliny, Ly, C.2. Rurfufg; ab bis, Occidentem verfus, aes 
dam fine Cervice, Oculos in Humeris habentes. And Ls. C.8. 
Blemmyis traduntur capita abeffé, ore ex oculis pectori affixis 

© |bidem. Gentem inter Nomadas Indos, Narium loco, fora- 
sina tantum habentem. 

d Ibid. 4d extremos fines India, ab Oriente, circa fontem 
Gangis, Affomorum gentem fine ore. 
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{male holes alle rounde, in ftede of hire Eyen: 
and hire Mouthe is plate alfo; with outen 
Lippes. 

And in another Yle ben folk of foul fafce- 
on and Schapp, © that han the Lippe above 
the Mouthe jo gret,, that whan thei flepen in 
the Sonne, thei keveren alle the face with 
that Lippe. 

And in another Yle §; ther ben litylle folk, 
as Dwerghes; and thei ben to fo meche as 
the Pygmeyes, and thei han no Mouthe, but 
in ftede of hire Mouthe, thei han a lytylle 
round hole: and whan’ thei {chulle eten or 
drynken, thei taken thorghe a Pipe ora Penne 
or fuche a thing, and fowken it in: for thei 
han no Tonge; and therfore thei {peke not, 
but thei maken a maner of hiflynge, as a Ned- 
dre dothe, and thei maken Signes on to ano- 
ther, as Monkes don; be the whiche, every 
of hem undirftondethe other. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han 8 gret 


¢ Strabo defcribes fuch a People, call’d Amyétyra. 

f Phin. L. 7. C.2. Supra hos, extrema im parte Montium, Spi- 
thamet Pygmat narrantur, ternas Spithamas longitudine ; hoc eft, 
sernos Dodrantes non excedentes. 

€Plin. Ls 4. C. 13. Fenefiorum alia [Infula Ponti) in quibus 
nuda alioquin corpora a bel ipforum ures tota contegant. 
L. 7. C. 2, Alios Auribus totos contegi, Strabo calls them 
Ey oxor]ol. Yidore calls them Panetii. 
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Eres and longe, that hangen doun to here 
Knees. | 

And in another Yle ben folk, that han 
"Hors Feet; and thei ben ftronge and myghty 
and {wift renneres: for thei taken wyldeBeftes 
with rennyng, and eten hem. 

And in another Yle ben folk, that i gon 
upon hire Hondes and hire Feet, as Beftes: 
and thei ben alle skynned and fedred, and 
thei wolde lepen als lightly in to Trees, and 
fro Tree to Tree, as it were Squyrelles or 
Apes. 

And in another Yle ben folk that ben bothe 
kK Man and Woman: and thei han kynde of 
tnat on and of that other; and thei han but 
o Pappe on the o fyde, and on that other 
non: and thei han Membres of Generacioun 
of Man and Woman; and thei ufen bothe, 
whan hem lift, ones that on, and another 
tyme that other: and thei geten Children, 
whan thei ufen' the membre of Man; and 


b Plin. L. 4. C. 13. Alia, in quibus equinis pedibus homines 
nafcantur, Hippopodes appellati 

i L.s5. C 8. Hintantopodes loripedes quidam, quibus ferpendo 

gredi. natura eft. And L. 7. C.2. Sunt o Satyri [ubfolanis 
is sty Min montibus, t tu72 quadr upedes tum reéte currentes, humana 

ffigzie. 

k Ibid. Supra Nafamonas confine[que illis Marbiiet Androgy- 
nas effe woriifg naiura, inter fe vicibus coeuntes, Calliphanes 
pradit. 
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thei bere Children, whan thei ufen the mem- 
bre of W6man. | 

And in another Yle ben folk, that gon alle 
weyes upon here’! Knees, ful merveyloufly ; 
and.at every pas that thei gon, it femethe 
that thei wolde falle: and thei han in every 
Foot, 3 Toes. 

Many other dyverfe folk-of dyverfe na- 
tures ben there in other Yles abouten, of the 
whiche it were to longe to telle: and ther- 
fore I paffe over {chortly. 

From theife Yles, in paflynge be the See 
Occean toward the Eft, be many iourneyes, 
men fynden a gret Contree and a gret Kyng- 
dom, that men clepen Mancy: and that is in 
Inde the more: and it is the befte Lond, and 
on of the faireft, that may be in alle the World, 
and the moft delectable, and the moft plenti- 
fous of alle Godes, that is in power of man. 
In that Lond duellen many Criftene nen and 
Sarrazynes : for it is a gode Contree and a 
erect. And there ben there inne mo than2000 
erete Cytees and riche, with outen other grete 
Townes. And there is more’ plentee of pe- 
ple there, than in ony other partie of Tnde ; 


In quadam convalle magna Imat montis, recio oft, qua 


! ibid, e| 


Vocatur A barimon, in Gua fyl veftres viwunt homines, averfis poft 
cri bia plantis. 
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for the bountee of the Contree. In that Con- 
tree is no nedy man, ne non that gothe on 
beggynge. And thei ben fulle faire folk: but 
thei ben alle pale. And the men han thynone 
Berdes and fewe Heres ; but thei ben longe: 
but unethe hathe ony man paflynge 50 Heres 
in his Berd ; and on Heer fitt here, another 
there, as the Berd of a Lyberd or of a Catt. 
In that Lond ben many fairere WOmen, than 
in ony other Contree bezonde the See: and 
therfore men clepen that Lond Al/banye ; be- 
caufe that the folk ben whyte. And the chief 
Cytce of that Contree is clept Latonya ; and 
it isa iourneye from the See: and it is moche 
more than Parys. In that Cytee is a gret 
Ryvere, berynge Schippes, that gon to alle 
the Coftesin the See. No Cytee of the World 
is fo wel ftored of Schippes, as is that. And 
alle tho of the Cytee and of the Contree 
worfchipen Ydoles. In that Contree ben 
m double fithes more briddes than ben here. 
There ben white Gees, rede aboute the Nekke, 
and thei han a gret Creft, as a Cokkes Comb 
upon hire Hedes: and thei ben meche more 
there, than thei ben here; and men byen 


hem there alle quykke, right gret chepe. And 
there is gret plentee of Neddres, of whom 


m Volucres in duplo funt majores, L. 
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men maken grete Feftes, and cten hem at grete 
follempnytees. And he that makethe there 
a Fefte, be it nevere fo coftifous, and he have 
no Neddres, he hathe no thanke for his tra- 
vaylle. 

Many gode Cytees there ben in that Con- 
tree, and men han gret plentee and gret chep 
of alle Wynes and Vitailles. In that Con- 
tree ben manye Chirches of religious men, 
and of here Lawe: and in tho Chirches ben 
Ydoles, als grete as Geauntes. And to theife 
Ydoles thei zeven to ete, at grete feftyfulle 
dayes, inthis manere. Thei bryngen before 
hem mete alle foden, als hoot as thei comen 
fro the Fuyr, and thei leten the fmoke gon 
up towardes the Ydoles; and than thei feyn, 
that the Ydoles han eren; and than the reli- 
gious men eten the mete aftrewardes. In that 
Contree ben white Hennes withouten Fe- 
theres: but thei beren white Wolle, asScheep 
don here. In that Contree, Wommen that 
ben unmaryed, thei han Tokenes on hire 
Hedes, lyche Coronales, to ben knowen for 
unmaryed. Alfo in that Contree, ther ben 
Beftes, Be te of men to gon in to Watres, 
in to Ryveres and in to depe Stankes, for to 
take Fyfche: the whiche Beft is but lytille, 
and men clepen hem L oyres. And whan men 

caften, 
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caften hem in to the Watre, anon thei bringé 
up oret Fiffches, als manye as men wold, And 
zif men wil have mo, thei caft hem in azen, 
and thei bryngen up als many as men lift to 
have. 

And fro that Cytee, paflynge many iour- 
neyes, is another Cytee, on of the grerteft of 
the World, that men clepen " Caffay; that is 
to feyne the Cytee of Hevene. That Cytee 
is wel a 50 Myle aboute, and it is ftrongliche 
enhabyted with peple, in fo moche that in 
on Honfe men maken 10 Houfholdes. In that 
Cytee ben 12 princypalle Zates; and before 
every Zate, a 3 Myle ora 4 Myle in lengthe, 
isa gret Toun, ora gretCytee. That Cytee 
fytt upon a gret Lake on the See; as dothe 
Venyfe. And in that Cytee ben mo. than 
12000 Brigges: and upon every Brigge, ben 
{tronge Toures and gode; in the whiche duel- 
len the Wardeynes, for to kepen the Cytee 
fro the gret Caze. Andon that o part of the 
Cytee, rennethe a gret Ryvere alle along the 
Cytee. And there duellen Criftene men, and 
many Marchauntes and other folk of dyverfe 
Nacyouns: be caufe that the Lond is fo gode 
and fo plentifous. And there growethe fulle 
gode Wyn, that men clepen Bigon, that is 
Soa Lafaye, Li 1, 2. Canjay, Li. 3. Cafye, Li. 4. 
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fulle myghty and gentylle in drynkynge. This 
is a Cytce ryalle, where the Kyng of Mancy 
was wont to duelle: and there duellen many 
religious men, as it were of the ordre of 
Freres: for thei ben Mendy fauntes. 

From that Cytee, men gon be Watre, fo- 
lacynge and difportynge hem, tille thei come 
to an Abbey of Monkes, that is fafte bye, 
that ben gode religious men, after here Feythe 
and Lawe. In that Abbeye is a gret Gardyn 
and 4 fair, where ben many Trees of dyverie 
manere of Frutes: and in this Gardyn, isa ly- 
tille Hille, fulle of deleGtable Trees. In that 
Hille and in that Gardyn, ben many dyverfe 
Beftes, as of Apes, Marmozettes, Babewynes, 
and many other dyverfe Beftes. \ And every 


_ day, whan the Covent. of this Abbeye hathe 


eten, the Awmener let bere the releef to the 
Gardyn, and he fmytethe on the Gardyn Zate 
with a Clyket of Sylver, that he holdethe in 
his hond, and anon alle the Beftes of the Hille 
and of dyverfe places of the Gardyn, comen 
out, 43000 or a 4000; and thei comen in gyfe 
of pore men: and men zeven hem the releef, 
in faire Vefielles of Sylver, clene over gylt. 
And whan thei haneten, the Monk {mytethe 
eft fones on the Gardyn Zate with the Clyket; 
and than anon alle the Beftes retornen azen 

ta 
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to here places, that thei come fro. And thei 
feyn, that theife Beftes ben Soules of worthi 
men, that refemblen in lykneffe of the Beftes, 
that ben faire: and therfore thei zeve hem 
mete, for the love of God. And the other 
Beftes that ben foule, they feyn, ben Soules 
of pore men and of rude Comouns. And thus 
thei beleeven, and no man may putte hem 
out of this opynyoun. Theife Beftes above- 
feyd, thei let taken, whan thei ben zonge, 
and noriffchen hem fo with Almeffe; als ma- 
nye, as thei may fynde. And I asked hem, 
zif it had not ben better, to have zoven that 
releef to pore men, rathere than to the Beftes. 
And thei anfwerde me and feyde, that thei 
hadde no pore men amonges hem, in that 
Contree: and thoughe it had ben fo, that 
pore men had ben among hem, zit were it 
eretter Almeffe, to zeven it to tho Soules, 
that don there here Penance. Manye other 
Marveylles ben in that Cytee and in the Con- 
tree there aboute, that were to long to telle 
zou. 

Fro that Cytee, go men be the Contree a 6 


iourneyes, to another Cytee, that men clepen 
® Chilenfo: of the whiche Cytee, the Walles 
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ben 20 Myle aboute. In that Cytee ben 60 
Brigges of Ston, fo faire, that no man may 
fee fairere. In that Cytee was the firfte Sege 
of the Kyng of Mancy: for it is a fair Cytee, 
and plenteevous of alle Godes. 

Aftre paffe men overthwart a gret Ryvere, 
that men clepen ‘Da/ay: and that is the gret- 
teft Ryvere of Frefiche Water, that is in the 
World. For there, as it is moft narow, it is 
more than 4 Myle of brede. And thanne en- 
tren men azen in to the Lond of the grete 
Chane. ‘ThatRyvere gothe thorghe the Lond 
of Pzgmaus: where that the folk ben of li- 
tylle Stature, that ben but 3 Span longP: and 
thei ben right faire and gentylle, aftre here 
quantytees, bothe the Men and the Wom- 
men, And thei maryen hem, whan thei ben 
half Zere of Age, and geten Children. And 
thei lyven not, but 6 Zcer or 7 at the mofte. 
And he that lyvethe 6 Zeer, men holden 
him there righte paflynge old. ‘Theife men 
hen the befte worcheres of Gold, Saal Co- 
toun, Sylk, and of alle hacke thinges, of 
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ony other, that be in the World. And thei 
han often tymes Werre with the Briddes of 
the Contree, that thei taken and eten. This 
litylle folk nouther labouren in Londes ne in 
Vynes. Bur thei han grete men amonges hem, 
of oure Stature, that tylen the Lond, and la- 
bouren amonges the Vynes for hem. And of 
tho men of oure Stature, han thei als grete 
skorne and wondre, as we wolde have among 
us of Geauntes, zif thei weren amonges us. 
There is' a gode Cytee, amonges othere, 
where there is duellynge gret plentee of tho 
lytylle folk: And it is a gret Cytee anda 
fair; and the men ben grete, that duellen 
amonges hem: but whan thei geten ony 
Children, thei ben als litylle as the Pyomeyes: 
and therfore thei ben alle, for the mofte part, 
alle Pygmeyes; for the Nature of the Lond 
is fuche. The grete Cane let kepe this Cy- 
tee fulle wel: for it is his. And alle be it, 
that the Pygmeyes ben lytylle, zit thei ben 
fulle refonable, aftre here Age, and connen 
bothenaWytt and gode and malice, y now. 

Fro that Cytee, gon men be the Contree, 
be many Cytees and many Townes, unto a 
Cytee, that men clepen Famchay; and it is 
a noble Cytee and a riche, and of eret pro- 
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fite to the Lord: and thidre go men to fechen 
Marchandife of alle manere of thing. That 
Cytee is fulle moche worthe zerly to the 
Lord of the Contree. For he hathe every 
Zere to rente of that Cytee (as thei of the 
Cytee feyn) 50000 Cumantz of Floreyns of 
Gold: for thei cownten there alle be Cu- 
manz: and every Cumant is roooo Floryns 
of Gold. Now may men Wel rekene, how 
moche that it amountethe. The Kyng of that 
Contree is fulle myghty: and zit he is undre 
the grete Cave. And the gret Came hathe 
undre him 12 fuche Provynces. In that Con- 
tree, in the gode Townes, is a gode Cuftom. 
For whoio wille make a Fefte to ony of his 
Frendes, there ben certeyn Innes in every 
-gode Toun; and he that wil make the Fefte; 
wil feye to the Hoftellere, Arraye for me, 
to morwe, a gode Dyner, for fo many folk; 
and tellethe him the nombre ; and devyfethe 
him the Viaundes: and he feythe alfo, Thus 
moche I will difpende, and no more. And 
anon the Hoftellere arrayethe for him, fo faire 
and fo wel and fo honeftly, that ther fchalle 
Jakke no thing. And it {challebe don funnere, 
and with laffe coft, than, and a man made it 
in his owne Hous. 


And 
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And a5 Myle fro that Cytee, toward the 
Hed of the Ryvere of ‘Da/ay, is another Cy- 
tee, that men clepen Menke. In that Cytee 
is {trong Navye of Schippes; and alle ben 
white as Snow, of the kynde of the Trees, 
that thei ben made offe. And thei ben‘fulle 
grete Schippes,. and faire, and wel ordeyned, 
and made with Halles and Chambres, and o- 
ther eyfementes as thoughe it were on the 
Lond. 

Fro thens go men be many Townes and 
many Cytees, thorghe the Contree, unto a 
Cytee, that men clepen Lanteryne: and it is 
an8 iourneyesfro the Cytee abovefeyd. This 
Cytee fitt upon a faire Ryvere, gret and brood, 
that men clepen Caramaron. This Ryvere 
paffethe thorghe out Cathay: and it dothe 
often tyme harm, and that fulle gret, whan 
it is over gret. 


Cap. 
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Cap. XX. 

Of the grete Chane of Chiatay. Of the 
Rialtee of his Palays, and how he 
fit at Mete; and of the grete nom- 
bre of Offeceres, that ferven hym, 


Gina TAT is a gret»Contree and a fair, 
noble and riche; and fulle of Marchauntes. 
Thidre gon Marchaundes alle Zeres, for to 
fechen Spices and alle manere of Marchan- 
difes,; more comounly than in ‘ony other 
partye. And zee ichulle undirftonde, that 
- Marchaundes, that comen fro Geze or fro Ve- 
ayfe or fro Romanye, ot other partyes of 
Lombardye, thei gon be See and be Londe 1 
Monethes, or 12, or more {um tyme, or thei 
may come to the Yle of Cathay, that is the 
princypalle Regyoun of alle partyes bezonde; 
and it is of the grete Cave. 

Fro Cathay go men toward the Eft, be ma- 
ny iorneyes: and than men fynden a gode 
Cytee, betwene theife othere, that men clepen 
a Sugarmago. ‘That Cytee is on of the befte 


a Thus the French: but the Latin MSS. have it, Eagarmago. 


ftoted 


Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 257 


ftored of Sylk and other Marchandifes, that 
is in the World. Aftre go men zit to ano- 
ther old Cytee, toward the Eft: and it is in 
the Provynce of Cathay. And befyde that 
Cytee, the men of Zartarye han let make 
another Cytee, that is clept Caydoz; and it 
hathe 12 Zates: and betwene the two Zates, 
there is alle weys a gret Myles; fo that the 
2 Cytees, that is to feyne, the olde and the 
newe, han in circuyt more than 20 Myle. In 
this Cytee is the Sege of the grete Cavein a 
fulle gret Palays, and the moft paflynge fair 
in alle the World: of the whiche the Walles 
ben in circuyt more than 2 Myle: and with- 
in the Walles, it is alle fulle of other Palays. 
And in the Gardyn of the grete Palays, there 
is a gret Hille, upon the whiche there is ano- 
ther Palays: and it is the moft fair and the 
moft riche, that ony man may devyle. And 
alle aboute the Palays and the Hille, ben 
many Trees, berynge many dyverfe Frutes. 
And alle aboute thar Hille, ben Dyches grete 
and depe : and befyde hem, ben grete Vy- 
neres, on that o part and on that other. And 
there is a fulle fair Brigge to pafle over the 
Dyches. And in theife Vyneres, ben fo ma- 
ny wylde Gees and Gandres and wylde Dokes 
and Swannes and Heirouns, that it is with 
fo | 8 outer 
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outennombre. And alle aboute theife Dyches 

aud Vyneres, is the grete Gardyn, fulle of 
wylde Beftes; fo that, whan the gret Cane 

wil have ony Defport on that, to taken ony 

of the wylde Beftes or of the Foules, he wil 

Jete chace hem and taken hem at the Wyn- 
dowes, with outen goynge out of his Cham- 
bre. This Palays, where his Sege is, is bothe 
gret and paffynge fair. And with in the Pa- 

lays, in the Halle, there ben 24 Pyleres of 
fyn Gold: and alle the Walles ben covered 
with inne, of rede Skynnes of Beftes, that 
men clepen Panteres ; that ben faire Beftes, 
and well fmellyng: fo that for the fwete 
odour of tho Skynnes, non evylle Ayr may 
entre in to the Palays. Tho Skynnes ben als 
rede as Blode; and thei fchynen fo brighte a- 
zen the Sonne, that unethes no man may be- 
holden hem. And many folk worfchipen tho 
Beites, whan thei meeten hem firft at Morwe, 
for here gret vertue and for the gode {melle 
that thei han: and tho Skynnes thei preyfen 
more than thoughe thei were Plate of fyn 
Gold And in the myddes of this Palays is 
the * Mountour for the grete Came, that is 
alle wrought of Gold and of precyous Stones. 
and grete Perles: and at 4 Corneres of the 

a Afcenforium, L. Mountaynette, F. 
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Mountour, ben 4 Serpentes of Gold: andalle 
aboute ther is y made large Nettcs of Sylk, 
and Gold and grete Perles hangynge alle a- 
boute the Mountour. And undre the Moun- 
tour, ben Condytes of Beverage, that thei 
drynken in the Emperours Court. And be- 
fyde the Condytes, ben many Veflelles of 
Gold, bethe whiche, theithat ben of Houthold, 
drynken at the Condyt. * And the Halle of 
the Palays is fulle nobelyche arrayed, and fulle 
merveylleoufely atyred on alle partyes, in alle 
thinges, that men apparayle with ony Halle. 
And firft, at the chief of the Halle, is rhe 
Emperours Throne, fullehighe, where he fyt- 
tethe at the Mete: and that is of fyn precy- 
oufe Stones, bordured alle aboute with pured 
Gold and precyous Stones and grete Perles. 
And the Grees, that he gothe up to the Ta- 
ble, ben of precyous Stones, medled with 
Gold. And at the left fyde of the Empe- 
roures Sege, is the Sege of his firfte Wif, o 
degree lowere than ae Emperour : and it is 
of ‘Jafpere, bordured with Gold and precioufe 
Stones. And the Sege of his feconde Wif is 
alfo another Sege, more lowere than his firfte 
Wif: and it is alfo of Jafpere, bordured with 
Gold, as that other is. And the Sege of the 
thridde Wif is alfo more lowe, be a Degree, 
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than the feconde Wif. For he hathe alweys 
3 Wifes with him, where that evere he be. 
And aftre his Wyfes, on the fame fyde, fytren 
the Ladyes of his Lynage, zit lowere, aftre 
that thei ben of Eftate. And alle tho that 
ben maryed, han aCountrefete, made lyche a 
mannes foot, upon here Hedes, a cubyte long, 
alle wrought with grete Perles, fyne and ory- 
ent, and aboven, made with Pecokes Fedres 
and of other {chynynge Fedres; and that ftont 
upon here Hedes, lyke a Creft, in tokene that 
thei ben undre mannes fote and undre fub- 
ieCtioun of Man. And thei that ben unma- 
ryed, han none fuche. And aftre, at the right 
fyde e: the Emperour, firft fyttethe his eldett 
Sone, that ichalle regne ‘aftre him: and he 
fyttethe alfo o Degree lowere than the Em- 
perour, in fuche manere of Seges, as don the 
Emperefies. And aftre him, fytten other 
grete Lordes of his Lynage, every of hem a 
Degree lowere than other, ‘as thei ben of 
Eftate. And the Emperour hathe his Table 
allone be him felf, that -is of Gold and of pre- 
cious Stones, or of Criftalle, bordured with 
Gold, and fulle of precious Stones or of A- 
inatyftes or of Lignu Aloes, that comethe out 
of Paradys, or of Ivory, bounden or bor- 
dured withGold. And everyche of his Wyfes 
hathe 
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hathe alfo hire Table be hire felf. And his 
eldeft Sone, and the other Lordes alfo, and 
the Ladyes, and alle that fitten with the Em- 
perour, han Tables allone be hem felf, fulle 
riche. And there nys no Table, but that it 
is worthe an huge Trefour of Gode. And 
undre the Emperoures Table, fitten 4 Clerkes, 
that writen alle, that the Emperour feythe ; 

be it good, be it evylle. For alle that he 
feythe, mofte ben holden: for he may not 
chaungen his Word, ne revoke it. At grete 
folempne Feftes, before the Emperoures Ta- 
ble, men bryngen grete Tables of Gold, and 
there on ben Pecokes of Gold, and many o- 
ther maner of dyverfe foules, alle of Gold, 
and richely wrought and enameled; and men 
maken hem dauncen and fyngen, clappynge 
here Wenges to gydere,and maken ¢ret noyle: 
and where it be by Craft or be Nygromancye, 
I wot nere; but it is a gode fight to beholde, 
and a fair: and it is gret marvayle how it 
may be. But I have the laffe marvaylle,. be 
caufe that thei ben the mofte fotyle men in 
alle Sciences and in alle Craftes, that ben in 
the World. For of fotyltee and of Malice and 
of fercaftynge, thei paflen alle men undre 
Hevene. And therfore thei feyn hem felf, 
that thei feen with 2 Eyen; and the Criftene 
: 513 men 
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men fee but with on: be caufe that thei ben 
more fotylle than thei. For alle other Naci- 
ouns, thei feyn, ben but blynde in conynge 
and Worchynge, in comparifoun to hem. I 
did gret befyneffe, for to have lerned that 
Craft: but the Maiftre tolde me, that he had 
made a vow to his God, to teche it to no 
Creature, but only to his eldefte Sone. Alfo 
above the Emperours Table and the othere 
Tables, and aboyen a eret partie in the Halle, 
is a Vyne, made of fyn Gold: and it fpred- 
ethe alle aboute the Halle; and it hath ma- 
ny Cluftres of Grapes, fomme white, sdme 
grene, stime zalowe and sdme rede and some 
blake, alle of precious Stones: the white ben 
of Criftalle and of Berylle and of Iris; the 
zalowe ben of Topazes; the rede ben of Ru- 
bies, and of Grenaz and of Alabraundynes ; 
the grene ben of Emeraudes, of Perydos and 
of Crifolytes ; and the blake ben of Onichez 
and Garantez. And thei ben allefo propurlyche 
made, that it femethe a verry Vyne, berynge 
kyndely Grapes. And before the Emperoures 
Table, ftonden grete Lordes, and riche Barouns 
and othere, that ferven the Emperour at the 
Mete. And no man is fo hardy, to fpeke a 
word, but zif the Emperour fpeke to him ; 
but zif it be Mynftrelles, that fyngen Songes, 

and 
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and tellen Geftes or other defportes, to fo- 
lace with the Emperour. And alle the Vel- 
felle, that men ben ferved with, in the Halle 
or in Chambres, ben of precious Stones; and 
{pecially at grete Tables; outher of Jafpre 
or of Criftalle or of Amatyftez or of fyn Gold. 
And the Cuppes ben of Emeraudez and of Sa- 
phires or of Topazes, of Perydoz, and of 
many other precyoufe Stones. Veffelle of 
Sylver is there non: for thei telle no prys 
there of, to make no Veffelle offe: but thei 
maken ther of Grecynges and Pileres and Paw- 
mentes, to Halles and Chambres. And be- 
fore the HalleDore, ftonden manyeBarounes, 
and Knyghtes clene armed, to kepe that no 
man entre, but zif it be the wille or the Co- 
mandement of the Emperour, or but zif thei 
ben Servauntes or Mynftralle of the Houthold: 
and other non is not fo hardy, to neighen ny¢ 
the Halle Dore. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that my Fe- 
lawes and I, with oure Zomen, we {erveden 
this Emperour, and weren his Soudyoures, 15 
Monethes, azenft the Kyng of Mancy, that 
held Werre azenft him. And the caufe was, 
for we hadden gret luft to fee his Noblefle 
and the Eftat of his Court and alle his Go- 


yernance, to wite zif ic were fuche, as wee 
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herde feye, that it was. And treuly, we fond 
it more noble and more excellent and ricchere 
and more marveyllous, than ever we herde 
fpeke offe ; in fo moche, that we wolde ne- 
ver han leved it, had wee not feen it. For 
I trowe, that no man wolde beleve the No- 
bleffe, the riccheffe, ne the multytude of folk 
that ben in his Court, but he had {een it. 
For it is not there, as it is here. For the 
Lordes here han folk of certeyn nombre, als 
thei may fuffife: but the grete Chane hathe 
every day folke at his Coftages and Expenfes, 
as with outen nombre. But the Ordynance, 
ne the expenfes in mete and drynk, ne the 
honeftee ne the clenneffe, is not fo arrayed 
there, as it ishere: for alletheComouns there 
eten withouten Clothe upon here knees; and 
thei eten alle maner of Fleff{che, and litylle 
of Bred. And aftre Mete, thei wypen here 
Hondes upon here Skyrtes: and thei eten 
not but ones a day. But the Eftat of Lordes 
is fulle gret and riche and noble. And alle 
be it, that fum men wil not trow me; but 
holden it for Fable, to telle hem the Nobleffe 
of his perfone and of his Eftate and of his 
Court and of the gret multytude of folk, that 
he holt, natheles I {challe feye zou, a partye 
of him and of his folk, aftre that I have feen, 

: the 
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the manere and the ordynance, fulle many 
a tyme. And whofo that wole, may leve 
me, zif he wille; and who fo wille not, may 
chufe. For I wot wel, zif ony man hathe 
ben in tho Contrees bezonde, thoughe he have 
not ben in the place, where the grete Chane 
duellethe, he fchalle here fpeke of him fo 
meche merveyloufe thing, that he fchalle not 
trowe it lightly: and treuly, no more did I 
my felf, til I faughe it. And tho that han 
ben in tho Contrees and in the gret Canes 
Houfhold, knowen wel, that I feye fothe. 
And therfore I wille. not fpare, for hem that 
knowe not, ne beleve not, but that that thei 
feen, for to telle zou a partie of him and of 
his eftate, that he holt, whan he gothe from 
Contree to Contree, and whan he makethe 
folempne Feftes. 


Cap. 
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Wherefore he is clept the grete Chane. 
Of the Style of his Lettres, and of 


the Superfcripcioun abowten his grete 


Sealle, and his pryvee Sealle. 


IRST I fchalle feye zou, whi he was 
F clept the gret Chane. Zee {chulle un- 
dirftonde, that alle the World was deftroyed 
be Noes Flood, faf only Noe and his Wif and 
his Children. Noe had 3 Sones, Sem, Cham 
and Faphethe. ‘This Cham was he that faughe 
his Fadres prevy membres naked, whan he 
flepte, and {corned hem and {chewed hem 
with his finger, to his Brethren, in fcornynge 
wife: and ther fore he was curfed of God. 
And Faphethe turned his face away, and co- 
vered hem. ‘Theife 3 Bretheren had Cefoun 
in alle the Lond: and this Cham, for his cru- 
eltee, toke the gretter and the befte partie, 
toward the Eft,’ that is clept Affe: and Sem 
toke Affryk: and Faphethe toke Europe. 
And therfore is alle the Erthe departed in 
theife 3 parties, be theife 3 Bretheren. Cham 

was 
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was the gretteft, and the moft myghty: and 
of him camen mo generaciouns, than of the 
othere. And of his Sone Chu/e, was engen- 
dred Nembrothe the Geaunt, that was the 
firfte Kyng, that ever was inthe World: and 
he began the foundacioti of the Tour of Ba- 
byloyne. And that tyme, the Fendes of Helle 
camen many tymes, and leyen with the Wo- 
men of his Generacioun,’ and engendred on 
hem dyverfe folk, as Monftres, and folk dif- 
figured, stime with outen Hedes, stime with 
grete Eres, stime with on Eye, stime Ge- 
auntes, fum with + Hors feet, and many other 
dyverfe {chapp, azenft kynde. And of that 
Generacioun of Cham, ben comen the Pay- 
nemes, aad dyverfe folk, that ben in Yles of 
the See, be alle 7zde. And for als moche as 
he was the mofte myghty, and no man 
myghte withftonde him, he cleped him felf 
the Sone of God, and Sovereyn of alle the 
World: And for this Cham, this Emperour 
clepeth him Cham and Sovereyn of alle the 
World. And of the Generacioun of Sem, ben 
comen the Sarrazines. And of the Gene- 
racioun of faphethe, is comen the peple of 
Lfrael.. And thoughe that wee duellen in Eu- 
ees cake steenc a cite: he pees 
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rope, this is the opynyoun, that the Syry- 
enes and the Samaritanes han amonges hem; 
and that thei told me, before that I wente 
toward Yude: but I fond it otherwife. .Na- 
theles the Sothe is this, that Tartarynes and 
thei that duellen in the grete 4/ye, thei camen 
of Cham. But the Emperour of Cathay clep- 
eth him not Cham, but Cav: and I {challe 
telle zou how. It is but litylle more but 8 
fcore Zeer, that alle Tartarye was in fub- 
ieCtioun and in fervage to othere nacyouns 
abouten: for thei weren but beftyalle folk, 
and diden no thing but kepten Beftes, and lad 
hem to Paftures. But among hem, thei had- 
den 7 princypalle Nacyouns, that weren So- 
veraynes of hem alle: of the whiche, the 
firfte Nacyoun or Lynage was clept Tartar ; 
and that is the moft noble and the mofte 
preyfed. The feconde Lynage is clept Tang- 
hot; the thridde Eurache; the 4 Valair ; 
the 5 Semoche; the 6 Megly; the 7 Coboghe. 
Now befelle it fo, that of the firfte Lynage, 
fucceeded:an old worthi man, that was not 
riche, that hadde to name Changuys. This 
man lay upon a nyght-in his Bed, and he 
fawghe in a Vifioun, that there cam before 
him a Knyght armed alle in white, and he 
{att upon a white Hors, and feyd to him, 

Cats 


Siv John Maundevile, Kt. 269 


Can, flepeft thou? The inmortalle God hathe 
fent me to the; and it is his Wille, chat thou 
go to the 7 Lynages, and feye to hem, that 
thou ichalt ben here Emperour. For thou 
{chalt conquere the Londs and the Contrees, 
that ben abouten : and thei that marchen up- 
on zou, {chulle ben undre zoure Subieccioun, 
as zee han ben undre hires: for that is Goddes 
Willeinmortalle. And whan he cam at morwe, 
Changuys roos, and wente to the 7 Lynages, 
and tolde hem how the white Knyght had 
feyd. And thei {corned him, and feyden, thar 
he was a fool; and fo he departed fro hem 
alle afchamed. And thenyght fewynge, this 
white Knyght cam to the 7 Lynages, and 
commaunded hem, on Goddes behalve in- 
mortalle, that thei {fcholde make this Chaz- 
guys here Emperour ; and thei {fcholde ben 
out of fubieccioun; and thei fcholde holden 
alle other Regiounes aboute hem in here fer- 
vage, as thei had ben to hem beforn. And on 
the Morwe, thei chofen him to ben here Em- 
perour: and thei fetten him upon a blak Fer- 
tre; and aftre that, thei liften him up with 
oret folempnytee, and thei fetten him in a 
Chayer of Gold, and diden hym alle maner of 
Reverence; and thei cleped him Cham, asthe 
white Knyght called him. And whan he was 

thus 
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thus chofen, he wolde affayen, zif he myghte 
truf{t in hem or non, and whether thei wolde 
ben obeyffant to him or non. And thanne 
he made many Statutes and Ordynances, that 
thei clepen 7/ja Chan. The firft Statute was, 
that thei {cholde beleeven and obeyen in God 
inmortalle, that is allemyghty, that wolde 
caften hem out of fervage ; and at alle tymes 
clepe to him for help, in tyme of nede. The 
tother Statute was, that alle maner of men 
that myghte beren Armes, {cholden ben nom- 
bred: andto every 10 fcholde ben a Mayftre, 
and to every 100 a Mayftre, and to every 
1000 a Mayftre, and to every 10000 a May- 
{tre. Aftre he cémanded to the Princypales 
of the 7 Lynages, that thei {cholde leven and 
forfaken alle that thei hadden in Godes and 
Heritage; and fro thens forthe to holden hem 
payd, of that that he wolde zeve hem of his 
Grace. And thei diden fo anon, Aftre he 
comanded to the Princypales of the 7 Lynages, 
that every of hem {cholde brynge his eldeft 
Sone before him, and with here owne handes 
{myten of here Hedes, with’ outen taryenge. 
And anon his COmandement was performed. 
And whan the Chane faghe, that thei made 
non obftacle to performen hisCoOmandement, 
thanne he thoughte wel, that he myghte truften 

in 


happend, that as thei wenten ferchinge, toward 
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in hem, and cOmanded hem anon to make 
hem: redy, and to fewen his Banere. And 
aftre this, Chane putt in fubieccioun alle the 
Londes aboute him. Aftreward it befelle up- 
on a day, that the Cane rood with a fewe 
Meynee, for to beholde the firengthe of the 
Contree, that he had wonnen: and fo befelle, 
that a gret multytude of his Enemyes metten 
with him; and for to zeven gode enfample 
of hardyneffe to his peeple, he was the firfte 
that faughte, and in the myddes of his Ene- 
myes encountred ; and there he was caft from 
his Hors, and his Hors flayn. And whan his 
folk faughe him at the Erthe, thei weren alle 
abaf{cht, and wenden he had ben ded, and 
flowen everych one; and hire Enemyes aftre, 
and chaced hem: but thei wifte not, that the 
Emperour was there. And whan thei weren 
comen azen fro the Chace, thei wenten and 
foughten the Wodes, zif ony of hem had ben 
hid in the thikke of the Wodes: and manye 
thei founden and flowen hem anon. So it 


the place that the Emperour was, thei faughe 
an Owle fittynge upon a Tree aboven hym; 
and than thei feyden amonges hem, that there 
was no man, be caufe that thei faughe that 
Brid there: and fo thei wenten hire wey ; 
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and thus efcaped the Emperour from Dethe. 
Andthanne he wente prevylly, alle be nyghte, 
tille he cam to his folk, that weren fulle glad 
of his comynge, and maden grete thankynges 
to God inmortalle, and to that Bryd, be whom 
here Lord was faved. And therfore princy- 
pally aboven alle Foules of World, thei wor- 
{chipen the Owle: and whan thei han ony of 
here Fedres, thei kepen hem fulle precyoufly, 
in ftede of Relykes, and beren hem upon here 
Hedes with gret reverence: and thei holden 
hem felf blefied, and faf from alle periles, 
while that thei han hem upon hem; and ther- 
fore thei beren here Fedres upon here Hedes. 
Aftre alle this the Cave ordeyned him, and 
affembled his peple, and wente upon hem that 
hadden affayled hym before, and deftroyed 


hem, and put hem in fubieccioun and fervage. 


And whan he had wonné and putt alle the 
Londes and Contrees, on this half the Mount 
Belyanyin fubieccioun, the whyte Knyght cam 
to him azen in his fleep, and feyde to him, 
Chan, the Wille of God inmortalle is, that 
thou paffe the Mount Be/yan; and thou {chalt 
wynne the Lond, and thou fchalt putren ma- 
ny Nacyouns in fubieccioun: and for thou 
{chalt fynde no gode paffage for to go to- 
ward that Contree, go to the Mount Belyan, 
| that 
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that is upon the See, and knele there 9 tymes 
toward the Eft, in the Worfchipe of God in- 
mortalle; and he fchal fchewe the Weye to 
pafle by. And the Chane didefo. And anon 
the See, that touched and was faft to the 
Mount, began to withdrawe him, atid {chew- 
éd fair weye of 9 fote brede large; and{fo he 
paffed with his folk, apd wan the Lond of 
Cathay, that is the gretteft Kyngdom of the 
World. And for the 9 Knelynges, and for 
the 9 fote of Weye, the Chaue and alle the 
men of Zartarye han the nombre of 9 in gret 
reverence. And therfore who that wole make 
the Chgne ony prefent, be it of Hors, be it 
of Bryddes, or of Arwes, or Bowes, or of 
Frute, or of ony other thing, alweys he moft 
make it of the nombre of.9.... And {fo thanne 
ben the prefentes of grettere plefance to him, 
and more benygnely he wil refceyven hem, 
than though he were prefented with an 100 
or 200. For hym femethe the nombre of 9 
fo holy, be caufe the Meflagre of God inmor- 
talle devifed it.. Alfo whan the Chane of Ca- 
thay hadde wonnen the Contree of. Cathay, 
and put in fubieccioun and undre fote many 
Contrees abouten, he felle feek. And whan 
he felte wel, that he icholde dye, he feyde to 
his 12 Sones, that eyeryche of hem {cholde 
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brynge him on of his Arewes; and fo thei 
diden anon... And thanne he cémanded, that 
men {cholde bynden hem to gedre, in 3 places; 
and than he toke hem to his eldeft Sone, and 
bad him’ breke hem alle'to gedre. * And He 
enforced hem with alle his myght to breken 

hem: but he ne myghte not.~ And than the 

Chane bad his feconde fone to breke hem; 
and fo {chortly to alle, eche aftre other: but 
non of hem myght breke hem. And than he 
bad the Zongeft Sone diffevere everyche from 
ether, and breken everyche be him felf: and 
fo he dide. And than feyde the Chane to his 
elde{t Sone, and to allethe othere, Wherfore 

myght zee not breke hem? And thei an- 

{wereden, that thei myght not, be caufe that 
thei weren bounden to gydre. “And wherfore, 
quothe he, hathe zoure litylle zongeft Bro- 
ther broken hem? Becaufe, quothe thei, that 

thei weren departed eche from other. And 
thanne feyde the Chane, My Sones, quoth 

he, treuly thus wil it faren be zou. For als 

longe as zee ben bounden to gedere,’ in 3 

places, that is to feyne, in Love, in Trouthe 

and in gode Accord, no man {challe ben of 
powere to greve zou: but and zee ben diffe- 

vered fro theife 3 places, that zoure on helpe ° 

not zoure other, zee {chulle be deftroyed and 

| brought 
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brought to nought: and zif eche of zou love 
other, and helpe othere, zee {chulle be Lordes 
and Sovereynés of alle othere. And whanhe 
hadde made his Ordynances, he dyed. And 
thanne after hym, regned 4 Aicchecha Cane 
his eldeft Sone. And his othere Bretheren 
wenten to wynnen hem many Contrees and 
Kyngdomes, unto the Lond of Fruyfe and 
of Roffye, and made hem to ben.cleped Chane : 
but thei weren alle obeyffant to hire eldre 
Brother; and therfore was he clept grete 
Chane. Aftre Lcchecha, regned ° Guyo Chane : 
And aftre him,» * Mango Chan, that was a 
gode Criftene man, and baptized, and zaf Let- 
tres of perpetuelle pes to alle Criftene men, 
and fente his Brother Ha/aon. with gret mul- 
tytude of folk, for to wynnen the Holy Lond, 
and for to put it in to Criftene mennes hondes, 
and for to defiroye Machametes.Lawe, and 
for to take the Calyphee of Baldak, that was 
Emperour and Lord of alle the Sarazines. 
And whan this Calyphee was taken, “ men 
fownden him of fo highe worfchipe, that in 
alle the remenant of the World, ne myghte a 
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man fynde amore reverent man, ne highere 
in worfchipe.: And than Ala/aon made him 
come before. him, and feyde to hym: Why, 
quoth he, »haddeft thow not taken with the 
mo Sowdyoures, and men y nowe, for a lytille 
quantytee of threfour, for to defénde the and 
thi Contree, ‘that:art fo habundant of Trefore 
and fo high in alle worfchipe? And the:Ca 
lyphee! anfwerd:him, For he ‘wel srowede, 
that he haddeiy nowe of ‘his:owne propre 
men. And than deyde Hadaon, ‘Thou. were 
as a God of the Sarazimes > and itis conve: 
nyent to a God, to ete no.Mete, that: is 
mortalle; and therfore thowdchalt not ere, - 
but precyous Stones, riche Perles, and ‘Tre- 
four, that thou lovefiifo moche. And thanjhe 
cOmanded him to Prefoun,: and alle his Tre- 
foure aboute hiny;. and fo he dyed for Hungre, 
and ‘Ehreft...\And than -aftre this, H/z/zon 
wan «alle the Lond of Promyffioun, and pute 
it in to Criftene mennes hondes. ‘Bur the 
erete Chaneshis Brovher dyede; and that was 
etet forwe and loffe to alle Criftene men. 
Aftre Mango Chan, regued Cobyla Chan, 
that was alfo a Criftene man : and he regnede 
42 Zecre. He founded thegreteCytee * 1 zonge 
in Cathay, that is a gret del more than Rome. 
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The tother gret Chane, that cam aftre him, 
becam a Payneme, and alle the other aftre 
him. 

The Kyngdom of Cathay is the gretteft 
Reme of the World. And alfo the gret Chaz 
is the moft myghty Empcrour of the World, 
and the gretteft Lord undre the Firmament ; 
and fo he clepethe him in his Lettres, right 
thus, Chan, filius “Dez excell, omnium uni- 
versa Lerram colentium sumus Imperator, 
Dominus omuium Dominantium. And the 
Lettre of his grete Seel, writen abouten, is 
this, Deus in Celo, Chan fuper Terram, ejus 
fortitudo. Omuium hominum Imperatoris fi- 
gillum. And-the Superfcripcioun aboute his 
litylle Seel is this, Dez Fortitudo omnium 
bominum. Imperatoris Sigillum. And alle 
be it’ that thei be not criftned, zit natheles 
the Emperour and alle the Tarterynes beleeven 
in God inmortalle. “And whan thei wille ma- 
nacen ony man, thanne thei feyn, God know- 
ethe-wel, that’ I fchalle do the fuche a thing, 
and tellethe his Manace. And thus have zee 
herd, whi he’is clept the grete Chane. 
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Carp. XXII. 


Of the governance of the grete Chanes 
_ Court, and. whan he. makethe fo- 
lempue-Feftes.. Of bis Philofophres. 
And of his Array, whan he ridethe 


be the Contre. 


N OW fchalle I telle zou the Goteethes 
IN of the Court of the grete Chane, whan 


he makethe folempne Feftes: and that is prin- 
cypally 4 tymes in the Zeer. The firfte Fefte 
is of his Byrthe: that other is of his prefen- 
tacioun in here Tempie, that thei clepen here 
a Mofeache,. where thei maken.a manere of 
Circumcifioun : and the tother 2 Feftes ben of 
his Ydoles, The firfte Fefte of the Ydole is, 
whan he is firft put in to hire Temple and 
throned. The tother Fefte is, whan the Y dole 
begynnethe firft to fpeke or to. worche Myra- 
cles. Mo ben there not of folempne Feftes, 
but zif he marye ony of his Children. Now 
undirftondethe, that at every of theife Feftes, 


4 Moyfeac, L.t,2. Moffeak, F.-2. 
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he hathe gret multytude of peple, well or- 
deyned and wel arrayed, be thoufandes, be 
hundredes and be tenthes. And every man 
knowethe wel, what fervyfe he fchalle do. 
And every man zevethe fo gode hede and fo 
gode attendance to his fervyfe, that no man 
fyndethe no defaute. And there ben firft or- 
deyned 4000 Baronnes myghty and riche, for 
to governe and to make ordynance for the 
Fefte, and for to ferve the Emperour. And 
theife folempne Feftes ben made with outen, 
in Hales and Tentes made of Clothes of Gold 
and of Tartaries, fulle nobely. And alle tho 
Barouns han Crounes of Gold upon hire Hedes, 
fulle noble and riche, fulle of precious Stones 
and-grete Perles' oryent. And thei ben alle 
clothed in Clothes of Gold or of Tartaries or 
of Camokas, fo richely and fo perfytly, that 
no man in the World can amenden it, ne bet- 
ter devifen it. And alle tho Robes ben or- 
frayed alle abouten, and dubbed fulle of prect- 
‘ous Stones and of grete oryent Perles, fulle 
richely. And thei may wel do fo: for Clothes 
of Gold and of Sylk ben gretter chep there a 
oret del, than ben Clothes of Wolle. And 
theife 4000 Barouns ben devifed in 4 Com- 
anyes: and every thoufand is clothed in 
Clothes alle of o colour; and that fo wel ar- 
me T 4 rayed | 
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rayed and fo’ richely, ‘that, it. is marveyle. ta’ 
beholde. ‘The firfte thoufand, that is of Dukes; 
of Erles, of Marquyfes and of Amyralles, alle 
clothed in Clothes of Gold, with Tyffeux of 
arene Silk, and borduréd with Geld, fulle of 
precioule Stones, in maner as I have feyd be- 
fore. The fecounde thoufand is alle clothed 
in Clothes dyapred of red Silk, all wroughte 
with Gold, and the Orfrayes fett fulle. of 
ret Perl and precious Stones,. fulle nobely 
wroughte. The: 3 thoufand-is clothed in 
Clothes of Silk, of Purpre or of Yxde.. And 
the 4 thoufand is in Clothes of zalow. And 
allé hire Clothes ben fo nobely and fo riche- 
ly wroughte with Gold and. precious Stones 
and riche Perles, that zif a man of this Con- 
tree hadde but only on of hire. Robes; he 
myghtc wel feye, that he fcholde nevere be 
pore... For the Gold and the precious Stones 
and the -greté oryent Perles ben of gretter 
value, on-this half the See, than thei.ben be- 
zond the See, in tho Contrees. And whan 
thei ben thus apparaylled, thei gon 2. and 2 
togedre; fulle ordynatly before the Emperour, 
with outen {peche of ony Woord, faf only 
enclynynge to him. And everyche of hem 
berethe a Fablett of Jafpere.ot of Ivory or 
of Criftalle ; 4nd the Mynftralle goynge be- 

| fore 
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fore hem, fownyng here Inflrumentes of dy- 
werfe melodye. And whan the firfte thou- 
fandis thus pafled, and hathe made his Moftre, 
he withdrawethe him on that o fyde. And 
than entrethe that other fecunde thoufand, 
and dothe right fo, ‘in the fame manere of ar- 
ray and contenance, as did the firfte: and af- 
tre the thridde, and than the fourthe; and 
non of hem feythe not-o Word. And at o 
{yde of the Emperours Table, fitten many 
Philofofres, that ben preved for wife men, in 
many dyverfe Scyences; as of Aftronomye, 
Nigromancye, Geomancye, Pyromancye, Y- 
dromancye, of Augurye and of many other 
Scyences. And everyche of hem han before 
hem Aftrolabres of Gold; fum Speres, stime 
the Brayn Panne of aded man, stime Veffelles 
of Gold fulle of Gravelle or Sond, stime Vet- 
felles of Gold fulle of Coles brennynge, stime 
Veffelle of Gold fulle of Watre and of Wyn 
and of Oyle, and stime Oriloges of Gold, mad 
ful nobely and richely wroughte, and many 
other maner of Inftrumentes aftre hire Sci- 
ences. And at certeyn houres, whan hem 
thinkethe time, thei feyn to certeyn Officeres, 
that ftonden before hem, ordeynd for the 
tyme, to fulfille hire cOmaundementes, J/a- 
kethe Pees. And than feyn the Officeres, 

Now 
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Now Pees lyftenethe. And aftre that, feyth 
another of the Philofophres, Every man do 
Reverence, and enclyne to the Emperour, 
that is Goddes Sone and Soverayn Lord of 
alle the World; for now is tyme: And 
thanne every man bowethe his Hed toward: 
the Erthe. And thanne cOmandethe the fame 
Philofophre azen, Stoudethe up. And thei 
don fo. And at another hour, feythe ano- 
ther Philofophre, Puttethe zoure litille fyn- 
ger'inm zoure Eres. And anon thei don fo. 
And atanother hour, feythe another Philofo- 
phre, Puttethe zoure Honde before zoure 
Mouthe. And anon thei don fo... And at:a- 
nother hour, feithe another Philofophre, Pur- 
tethe zoure Honde upon zoure Hede. And 
aftre that, he byddethe hem to don here hond 
a wey; and thei don fo. And fo from hour 
to hour, thei comanden certeyn thinges. And 
thei feyn, that tho thinges han dyverfe figni- 
ficaciouns. And I asked hem prevyly, what 
tho thinges betokened. And on’of the Mai- 
{tres told me, that the bowynge of the Hed 
at that hour betokened this, that alle tho that 
boweden here Hedes, fcholden evere more 
aftre ben obeyflant and trewe to the Empe- 
rour; and nevere for ziftes, ne for promys 
in no kynde, ben fals ne Traytour unto him 
| for 
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for gode ne evylle. And the puttynge of the: 
litylle fynger in the Ere, betokenethe, as thei 
feyn, that none of hem ne {challe not here 
fpeke no contrarious thing to the Emperour, 
but that he fchalle relle it anon. to his Con- 
feille, or difcovere it to fum men that wille 
make relacioun to the Emperour; thoughe he 
were his Fadre or Brother or Sone. And fo 
forthe of alle other thinges, that is don be 
the Philofophres, thei tolde me the Caufes of 
many dyverfe thinges. And truftethe righte 
wel in certeyn, that no man dothe no thing 
to the Emperour, that belongethe unto him, 
nouther Clothinge, neBred, ne Wyn, ne Bathe, 
ne non other thing, that longethe to hym, 
but at certeyn houres, that his Philofophres. 
wille devyfen. And zif there falle Werre in 
ony fyde to the Emperour, anon the Philofo- 
phres comen, and feyn here avys aftre her 
calculaciouns, and confeylen the Emperour 
of here avys, be here fciences; fo that the 
Emperour dothe no thing with outen here 
confeille. And whan the Philofopbres han 
don and perfourmed here Comandementes, 
thanne the Mynftralle begynnen to don here 
Mynftralcye, everyche in hire Inftrumentes, 
eche aftre other, with alle the melodye, that 
thei can devyfe. And whan thei han done a 

gode 
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gode while, on of the Officeres of the Em- 
perour gothe up on an highe Stage wroughte 
fulle curyoufly, and cryethe and feythe with 
lowde yoys, Makethe Pees. And than every 
man is ftille. And thanne anon aftre, alle 
the Lordes, that ben of the Emperoures Ly- 
nage, nobely arrayed in riche Clothes.of Gold, 
and ryally apparayled on white Stedes, . als, 
manye as'may wel fewen hem at ‘that tyme, 
ben redy to: maken :here  prefentes.'to the 
Emperour. Andthanfeythe the Sty ward of the 
Court to the Lordes be name, NW, of NW: and 
nempnethe firft the moft enoble and the worthi- 
efte bename, andifeythe, Bezee redy with fuche 
anombre of white Hors, for to ferve the Em- 
perour, zoure Sovereyn Lord, . And to ano- 


_ther Lord,. he feythe, V. of NV... be zee, redy 


with fuche a nombre, to ferve zoure fovereyn 
Lord: “And to another, right fo..-And-to alle 
the Lordes of the Emperoures Lynage, eche 
aftre other, as thei ben of Eftate., And whan 
thei ben alle cleped,, thei entren eche after, o- 
ther, and prefentenen the white, Hors.{to the 
Emperour;; and than’ gon hire,.wey..,, And 
than aftre,, alle the other Barouns every. of, 
hem zeven hem prefentes, or Juelle;.or dum 
other thing, aftre that thei ben of Eftate.. And 
thaniaftre hem, ‘alle the Prelates of hire Lawe, 
and religioufe men and other; and every man 

zevethe 
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zevethe him fum thing. And whan that alle 
men han thus prefented the Emperour, the 
erettelt of dignytee of the Prelates zevethe 
hem a Bleffynge, feyenge.an Orifoun of hire 
Lawe: And than begynnen ithe Mynftrelle 
to maken hite Mynftralcye, in dyverfe In- 
{trumentes, with alle the melodye that thei 
can devyfe. And whan. thei han don hire 
craft, than thei bryngen : before the Empe- 
rour, Lyouns, Libardes and: othere dyverfe 
Beftes; and Egles and Veutours, and» other 
dyverfe Foules; and Fifiches, and Serpeittes ; 
for to don him reverence. And than comen 
Jogulours and Enchauntoures, that don many 
marvaylles: for thei maken to ‘come in the 
Ayr, the Sonne and the Mone, be femynge, 
to every mannes fight. And aftre thei maken 
the nyght fo derk, that no oman may dee no 
thing. And aftre thei maken the Day to come 
azen, fair and plefant with bright Sonne, to 
every mannes fight. And than thei bryngen 
in Daunces of the fairefte Damyfelles of the 
World, and richeft arrayed. And aftre thei 
maken to comen in, other Damyfelles, bryng- 
ynge Coupes of Gold, fulle of Mylk of dy- 
verfe Beftes, and zeven ‘drynke to 'Lordes and 
to Ladyes. And than thei make Knyghtes 
to jouften in Armes fulle luftyly ; and thei 

6 rennen 
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rennen to gidre a gret randoum; and thei 
fruf{chen to gidere fulle fiercely ; and thei 
breken here fperes fo rudely, that the Tron- 
chouns flen in fprotes and peces alle aboute 
the Halle. © And than thei make to come in 
huntyng, for the Hert and for the Boor, with 
Houndes rennynge with open Mouthe. And 
‘many other thinges thei don, be craft of hire 
Enchauntementes ; that it is marveyle for to 
fee. And fuche pleyes of deiport thei make, 
til the takynge up of the Boordes. — 

This gret Chaz hathe fulle gret peple for 
to ferve him, as! have told zou before. For 
he hathe of Mynftralles the Nombre of 13 
Cumanez: but thei abyde not alle weys with 
hym. For alle the Mynftrelle that comen be- 
fore hym, of what nacyoun that thei ben of, 
thei ben withholden with him, as of his 
Houfhold, and entred in his Bokes, as for his 
owne men. And aftre that, where that evere 
thei gon, ever more thei cleymen for Myn- 
{tralle of the grete Came: and undre that 
tytle, alle Kynges and Lordes, cheriffchen 
hem the more with Ziftes and alle thing. And 
therefore he hathe fo gret multytude of hem. 
And he hathe of certeyn men, as thoughe 
thei were Zomen, that kepen Bryddes, as 
Oftrycches, Gerfacouns, Sparehaukes, Faukons 


gentyls, 
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‘gentyls, Lanyeres, Sacres, Sacrettes, Papyn- 
gayes wel ipekynge, and Briddes fyngynge. 
And alfo of wylde Beftes, as of Olifauntz, 
tame and othere, Babewynes, Apes, Marme- 
fettes, and othere dyverfe Beftes ; the moun- 
tance of 15 Cumanez of Zomen. And of 
Phificyens Criftene, he hathe 200. And of 
Leches, that ben Criftene, he hathe 210. And 
of Leches and Phificyens, that ben Sarra- 
zines 20+ but he truftethe more in the Cri- 
f{tene Leches, than in the Sarazines. And 
his other comoun Houfheld is with outen 
nombre: and thei alle han alle neceffaries, and 
alle that hem nedethe, of the Emperoures 
Court. And he hathe in his Court many Ba- 
rouns, as Servytoures, that ben Criftene and 
converted to gode Feythe, be the prechynge 
of religioufe Criften men, that duellen with 
him: but there ben manye mo, that wil not, 

that men knowen that thei ben Criftene. 
This Emperour may difpenden als moche 
as he wile, with outen eftymacioun. . For he 
defpendethe not, ne makethe no Money, but 
of Lether emprented, or of Papyre. And of 
that Moneye, is fom of gretter Prys, and fom 
of laffe.prys, aftre the dyverfitee of his Sta- 
tutes. And whan that Money hathe ronne 
fo longe, that it begynnethe to wafte, than 
men 
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men beren it. to the Emperoures Treforye : 
and than thei taken newe Money for the olde. 
And that Money gothe thorghe out alle the 
Contree, and thorghe out alle his Provynces. 
For there and bezonde hem, thei make no 
Money nouther of Gold nor of Sylver. And 
therfore he may defpende y now, and out- 
rageoufly.» And of Gold and Sylver, that 
men beren in his Contree, he makethe Cy- 
lours, Pyleres and Paumentes in his Palays, 
and. other dyverle thinges, what him lykethe. 
This: Emperour hathe in his Chambre, in on 
of the Pyleres of Gold, a Rubye and a Char- 
boncle of half a fote long, that in the nyght 
zevethe fo gret clartee. and dchynynge, that 
it is als light as day. And he hathe many o- 
ther precyous Stones, and many other Rur 


_ byes and Charboncles: but tho ben the gret- 


teft and the mofte precyous. 

This Emperour duellethe in Somer ina Cy- 
tee, that is toward the Northe, that is. cleped 
Saduz: and there is cold y now. (And in 
Wyntre, he duellethe in.aCytee, that is clept 
Camealeche: and that .is an hote Contree. 
But the:Contree, where he duellethe in. moft 
comounly, is in Gaydo or in Jog, that is a 
gode Contree and a tempree, aftre that the 


Contree is there: but te men of this Con- 
tree; 
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tree, it were to paffyng hoot. And whan 
this Emperour wille ryde from o Contree to 
another, he ordeynethe 4 Hoftes of his folk ; 
of the whiche, the firfte Hooft gothe before 
him, adayes journeye. For that Hooft {challe 
ben logged the nyght, where the Emperour 
ichalle lygge upon the Morwe. And there 
{challe every man have alle maner of Vytaylle 
and neceflaryes, that ben nedefulle, of the 
Emperoutes coftages. And in this firite Hooft 
is the nombre of poeple 50 Cumaunez; what 
of Hors, what of Fote: of the whiche, eve- 
ry Cumanez amounten to £0000, as T have told 
zou before. And another Hooft gothe in the 
rishtiyde of the Emperour, nygh half a iour- 
neye fro him. And another gothe on the left 
fyde, of him in the fame wife. And in every 
Hooft, is as moche multytude of peple, as in 
the firfie Hooft. And thanne aftre comethe 
the 4 Hooft, that is moche more than ony 
of the othere, and that gothe behynden him, 
the mountance of a Bowe draught. And eve- 
ry Hooft hathe his iourneyes ordeyned in 
certeyn places, where thei fchulle be logged 
at nyght: and there thei {chulle have alle, 
that hem nedethe. And zif ic befalle, that 
ony of the Hooft dye, anon thei putten.ano- 
ther in his place; fo that the nombre ichal 
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evere more ben hool. And zee fchulle undir- 
{tonde, that the Emperour, in his propre per- 
fone, rydethe not as othere gret Lordes don 
bezonde; but zif him lifte to go prevyly 
with fewe men, for to ben unknowen. And 
elle he rytt in a Charett with 4 Wheles, upon 
the whiche. is made a faire Chambre; and it 
is made of acerteyn Wode, that comethe out 
of Paradys terreftre, that men clepen Liguum 
Aloes, that the Flodes of ‘Paradys bryngen 
out at dyverle cefouns, as I have told zou 
here beforn. And this Chambre is fulle wel 
{mellynge, be caufe of the Wode, that it is 
made offe. And alle this Chambre is cover- 
ed with inne of Plate of fyn Gold, dubbed 
with precious Stones and grete Perles: And 
4 Olifauntz and 4 grete > Deftreres alle white, 
and covered with riche covertoures ledynge 
the Chariot, And 4 or 5 or 6 of the gretteft 
Lordes ryden aboute this Charyot, fulle riche- 
ly arrayed and fulle nobely ; fo that no man 
{challe neyghe the Charyot, but only tho 
Lordes, but zif that the Emperour calle ony 
man to him, that him lift to {peke with alle. 
And above the Chambre of this Chariot, that 
the Emperour fittethe inne, ben fett upon a 


b Dextrarii, L. Dromadayrs, F. 2. Stedes, E, ¥5 2» 3+ 
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Perche 4 or 5 or 6 ¢ Gerfacouns; to that en- 
ent, that whan the Emperour feethe ony 
wylde foul, that he may take it at his owne 
lift, and have the defport and the pley of the 
flight ; firft with on, and aftre with another : 
and fo he takethe his defport paffynge be the 
Contree. And no man rydethe before him, 
of his Companye; but alle aftre him. And 
no man dar not come nyghe the Chariot, by 
a Bowe draught, but tho Lordes only, that 
ben aboute him: and alle the Hooft cometh 
fayrely aftre him, in gret multitude. And alfo 
fuche another Charyot, with fuche Hooftes, 
ordeynd and arrayd, gon with the Emprefle, 
upon another fyde, everyche be him felf, with 
4\Hooftes, right as the Emperour dide; but 
not with fo gret multytude of peple. And his 
eldeft fone gothe be another weye in another 
Chariot, in the fame manere. - So that there 
is betwene hem fo gret multitude of folk, 
that it is marveyle to telle it.. And no man 
{cholde trowe the nombre, but he had feen 
it. And fum tyme it happetlhie, that whan he 
wil not go fer; and that it lyke him to have 
the Empereffe and his Children with him; 
than thei gon alle to gydere; and here folk 
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ben alle medled in fere, and devyded in 4 par: 
ties only. 

And zce-f{ehulle undirftonde, that the Em- 
pire of this gret Chane is:devyded in 12 Pro- 
vynces; and every Provynce hathe mo than 
2000 Cytees;; and of Townes with outen 
nombre. This Contree isofulle gret, For it 
hathe 12. pryncypalle Kynges, in 12 Prowynces. 
And-every of tho Kynges han many’ Kynges 
undre hem ; .and.alle thei ben obeyflant. to 
the gret Chane; And his Lond and his Lords 
ichipe durethe fo ferre, that a man may not 
gon from-on Hed to another, nouther bé See 
ne Lond, the {pace of 7 Zeer. And thorghe 
the Delertes of his Lordichipe, there as men 
may fynde no Townes, there ben Innes or- 
deyned be every iorneye, to refceyve bothe 


Man and Hors;, in the whiche thei {challe 


fynde plentee of Vytaylle; and of alle thing, 
that hem nedethe,; for to go be the Contree. 
And there isa marveyloufe cuftom in that 
Contree, (but is profitable) that zif ony con- 
trarious thing, that {cholde ben preiudice or 
grevance to the Emperour,in ony kynde,. anon 
the Emperour hathe tydynges there of and 
fulle knowleche ina day, thoughe it be 3. or 
4 iorneys fro him or more. For his Ambaf- 
fedours taken here Dromedaries or hire Hors, 
¢ Medled in fere, permixti, and 
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and thei priken in alle that evere thei may 
toward on of the Innes: and whan thei comen 
there, anon thei blowen an Horne; and anon. 
thei of the In knowen wel y now, that there 
ben tydynges to warnen the Emperour of {um 
rebellyoun azenft him. And thanne anon thei 
maken other men redy, in alle hafte that thei 
may, to beren Lettres, and pryken in alle that 
evere thei may, tille thei come to the other 
Innes with here Lettres: and thanne thei ma- 
ken freffche men redy, to pryke forthe with 
the Lettres, toward the Emperour; whille that 
the lafte bryngere refte him, and bayte his 
Dromedarie or his Hors. And fo fro In to 
In, tille it come to the Emperour. And thus 
anon hathe he hafty tydynges of ony thing, 
that berethe charge, be his Corrours, that 
rennen fo haftyly, shorglie out alle the Con- 
tree. And alfo whan the Emperour fendethe 
his Corrours haftyly, thorghe out his Lond, 


everyche of hem hathe a large thong fulle of | 


{male Belles; and whan thei pevahed nere to 
the Innes of other Corroures, that ben alfo 
ordeyned be the iorneyes, thei ryngen here 
Belles, and anon the other Corrours maken 
hem redy, and rennen here weye unto another 
In: and thus rennethe on to other, fulle {pe- 
dyly and fwy fel y, tille the Emperours entent 
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be ferved, in alle hafte. And theife Currours 
ben clept ¢ Chydydo, aftre here Langage, that 
is to feye, a Meflagere. 

Alfo whan the Emperour gothe from o 
Contree to another, as I have told zou here 
before, and he paffe thorghe Cytees and 
Townes, every man makethe a Fuyr before 
his Dore, and puttethe there inne Pouder. of 
gode Gommes, that ben {wete fmellynge, for 
to make gode favour to the Emperour. And 
alle the peple knelethe doun azenft him, and 
don him gret reverence. And there where 
religyoufe Criftene men dwellen, as thei don 
in many Cytees in the Lond, thei gon before 
him with proceflioun, with Cros and Holy 
Watre; and thei fyngen, Venz Creator, Spiri- 
tus, with an highe Voys, and gon towardes 
him. And whan he herethe hem, he cOmaund- 
ethe to his Lordes to ryde befyde him, 
that the religioufe men may come to him. 
And whan mis ben nyghe him, with the Cros, 
thanne he dothe a down his f Galaothe, that 
fyt upon his Hede, in manere of a Chapelet, 
that is made of Gold and precioufe Stone and 
erete Perles. And it is fo ryche, that men 
preyfen it to the value of a Roialme, in that 
14 i Contre. And than he knelethe to the Cros. 
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And than the Prelate of the religioufe men 
feythe before him certeyn Orifouns, and ze- 
vethe him aBleffynge with the Cros: and he 
enclynethe to the Bleflynge fulle devoutly. 
And thanne the Prelate zevethe him fum ma- 
ner Frute, to the nombre of 9, in a Platere of 
Sylver, with Peres or Apples or other manere 
Frute. And he takethe on; and than men 
zeven to the othere Lordes, that ben aboute 
him. For the cuftom is fuche, that no Straun- 
gere {challe come before him, but zif he zeve 
hym fum manere thing, aftre the olde Lawe, 
that feythe, Nemo accedat in confpeciu meo 
vacuus. And thanne the Emperour feythe to 
the religious men, that thei withdrawe hem 
zen, that thei ne be hurt ne harmed of the 
egret multytude of Hors, that comen behynde 
him. And alfo in the fame maner don the 
religious men, that dwellen there, to the Em- 
pereffes, that paffen by hem, and to his 
eldeft Sone; and to every of hem, thei pre- 
fenten Frute. 

And zee {chulle undirftonde, that the poe- 
ple, that he hathe fo many hoftes offe, a- 
bouten hym and aboute his Wyfes and his 
Sone, thei dwelle not contynuelle with him: 
but alle weys, whan him lykethe, thei ben 


fent fore; and aftre whan thei han don, thei 
U 4 retournen 
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retournen to hire owne Houfholdes; faf onl 
thei that ben dwellynge with hym in Honuf- 
hold, for to ferven him and his Wyfes and his 
Sones, for to governen his Houfhold. And 
alle be it, that rhe othere ben departed fro 
him, aftre that thei han perfourmed hire Ser- 
vyfe, zit there abydethe contynuelly with 
him in Court, 50000 Men at Horfe, and200000 
Men aFote; with outen Mynftrelles, and tho 
that kepen wylde Beftes and dyverfe Briddes, 
of the whiche I have tolde zou the nombre 
before. 

Undre the Firmament, is not fo gret a Lord, 
ne fo myghty, ne fo riche, as the greteChane - 
Nought Prefire Foban, that is Emperour of 
the highe Zzde, ne the Sowdan of Babyloyne, 
ne the Emperour of Per/ye. Alle theife ne 
- ben not in comparifoun to the grete Chane; 
nouther of Myght, ne of Nobleffe, ne of Ry- 
alree, ne of Richeffe: For in alle theife, he 
paffethe alle erthely Princes. Wherfore it is 
oret harm, that he belevethe ‘not feithefull 
in God. And natheles he wil gladly here 
{peke of God; and he fuffrethe wel, that Cri- 
{tene men duelle in his Lordfchipe, and that 
men of his Feythe ben made Criftene men, 
zif thei wile, thorghe out alle hisContree. For 

| he 
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he defendethe no man to holde no Lawe, 
other than him lykethe. 

In that Contree, fum man hathe an t00 
Wyfes, stime 60, stimemo, stimeleffe. And 
thei taken the nexte of hire Kyn, to hire 
Wyfes, faf only, that thei out taken hire Mo- 
dres, hire Doughtres, and hire Suftres of the 
Modte fyde: but hire Suftres on the Fadir 
fyde, of another Woman, thei may wel take; 
and hireBretheres Wyfes alfo aftre here Dethe; 
and here Step modres alfo in the fame wyfe. 
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Cap, XXIII. 


Of the Lawe and the Cuftoms of the 
Tartarienes, duellynge in Chatay ; 
and how that men don, whan the 
Emperour fchal dye, and bow he 
fchal be chofen. 


HE folk of that Contree ufen alle longe 
Clothes, with outen @ Furroures. And 

thei ben clothed with precious Clothes of Tar- 
tarye, and of Clothes of Gold. And here 


® Pellura, L. 
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Clothes ben flytt at the fyde; and thei ben 
feftned with Laces of Silk. >And thei clothen 
hem alfo with Pylches, and the Hyde with 
outen. And thei ufen nouther Cappe ne Hood. 

And in the fame maner as the men gon, the 
women gon; fo that no man may unethe 
knowe the Men fro the Women, faf only tho 
women, that ben maryed, that beren the tokne 
upon hire Hedes of a mannes Foot, in figne 
that thei ben undre mannes fote and undre 
fubieccioun of man. And here Wyfes ne dwelle 
not to gydere, but every of hem be hire felf. 
And the Husbonde may ligge with whom of 
hem, that him lykethe. Everyche hathe his 
Hous, bothe man and woman. And here 
Houfes ben made rounde of Staves; and it 
hathe a rounde Wyndowe aboyen, that ze- 
vethe hem light, and alfo that fervethe for de- 


-dyverance of Smoke. And the Helynge of 


here Houfes, and the Wowes and the Dores 
ben alle of Wode. 

And whan thei gon to Werre, thei leiden 
hire Houfes with hem upon Chariottes; as 
men don Tentes or Pavyeuna And thei 
maken hire Fuyr, in the myddes of hire 
Houles. And thei han gret multytude of alle 


b Habent co Pelliceas, aioe utuntur ex tranf{verfis, L. Et 
werent des Pellices, le Peil dekors. F. 
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maner of Beftes, faf only of Swyn: ¢ for thei 
bryngen non forthe. And thei beleeven wel, 
o God, that made and formede alle thinges. 
And natheles zit han thei Ydoles of Gold and 
Sylver, and of Tree, andof Clothe. Andto 
tho Ydoles, thei offren alle weys hyre firft 
Mylk of hire Beftes, and alfo of hire Metes, 
and of hire Drynkes, before thei eten. And 
thei offren often tymes Hors and Beftes. And 
thei clepen the God of “Kynde, Yroga. And 
hire Emperour alfo, what name that evere be 
have, thei putten evermore therto Chaze, 
And whan I was there, hire Emperour had to 
name Thzaut; {fo that he was clept Thiaut 
Chane. And his eldefte Sone was clept Toffve. 
And whane he fchalle ben Emperour, he fchalle 
ben clept Tofue Chane. And at that tyme, 
the Emperour hadde 12 Sones, with outen 
him; that were named, Cuncy, Ordzz, Chaha- 
day, Buryn, Negu, Nocab, Cadu, Siban, Cuten, 
Balacy, Babylan and Garegan. And of his3 
Wyfes, the firfte and the pryncypalle, that 
was Prefire Fohnes Doughtre, hadde to name 
Serioche Chan; and the tother Borak:Chan; 
and the tother Karanke Chan. 

~The folk of that Contree begynnen alle 
hire thinges in the newe Mone: and thei 

© Quia non nutriant cos, L, 4 Nature. 3 
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worf{chipen moche the Mone and the Sonne, 
and often tyme knelen azenft hem. And alle 
the folk of the Contree ryden comounly with 
outen Spores: but thei beren alle weys a ly- 
tille Whippe in hire Hondes, for to chacen 
with hire Hors. And thei han gret Con- 
fcience, and holden it for a gret Synne, to 
caften a Knyf in the Fuyr, and for to drawe 
Fleffche out of a Pot with a Knyf, and for to 
{myte an Hors with the handille of a Whippe, 
or to {myte an Hors with a Brydille, or to 
breke o Bon with another, or for to cafte 
Mylk or ony Lykour, that men may drynke, 
upon the Erthe, or for to take and {fle lytil 
Children. And the mofte Synne, that ony 
man may do, is to piffen in hire Houfes, that 


thei dwellen in. And who fo that may be 


founden with that Synne, fykerly thei flen 
hym. And of everyche of theife Synnes, ie 
behoyvethe hem toben fchryven of hire Preites, 
and to paye gret Some of Silver for hire Pe- 
nance. And it behovethe alfo, that the place, 
that men han piffed in, be halewed azen; and 
and elles dar no man entren there inne. And 
whan thei han payed hire Penance, men ma- 
ken hem paffen thorghe a Fuyr or thorghe 2, 
for to clenfen hem of hire Synnes. And alfo 
whan ony Meffangere comethe and bryngethe 

Lettres 


Siv John Maundevile, Kt. 301 


Lettres or ony prefent to the Emperour, ‘it 
behovethe him, that he with the thing that 
he bryngethe, paffe thorghe 2 brennynge 
Fuyres, for to purgen hem, that he brynge 
no Poyfoun ne Venym, ne no wykked thing, 
that myght be grevance to the Lord. And 
alfo, zif ony man or woman be taken in A- 
vowtery or Fornycacyoun, anon thei fleen 
him. Men of that Contree ben alle gode 
Archeres, and {chooten righte welle, bothe 
men and women, als wel on Hors bak, pryk- 


ynge, as on Fote, rennynge. And the Wo- 


men maken alle thinges and alle maner My- 
{teres and Craftes; as of Clothes, Botes and 
other thinges; and thei dryven Cartes, Plowes 
and Waynes and Chariottes: and thei maken 
Houfes and alle maner Myfteres, out taken 
Bowes and Arwes and Armures; that men 
maken. And alle the WoOmen weren Breech, 
as wel asmen. Alle the folk of that Contree 
ben fulle obeyffant to hire Sovereynes ; ne 
thei fighten not ne chiden not, on with ano- 
ther. And there ben nouther Thefes ne Rob- 
boures in that Contree; ‘and every man wor- 
{chipethe other :' but no man there dothe no 
reverence to no Straungeres, but zif thei ben 
grete Princes. And thei eten Houndes, Ly- 
ounes, Lyberdes, Mares and Foles,Affes,Rattes 


and 
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and Mees, and alle maner of Beftes, grete and 
{male; faf only Swyn, and Beftes that weren 
defended by the olde Lawe. And thei eten 
alle the Beftes, with outen and with inne, 
with outen caftynge awey of ony thing, faf 
only the filthe. And thei eten but litille Bred, 
but zif it be in Courtes of grete Lordes. And 
thei have not, in many places, nouther Pefen 
ne Benés, ne non other Potages, but the 
Brothe of the Flefiche. For littille ete thei 
ony. thing, but Flef{che and the Brothe. And 
whan thei han eten, thei wypen hire Hondes 
upon hire Skirtes: for thei ufe non Naperye, 
ne Towaylles, but zif it be before grete Lordes: 
but the comoun peple hathe none. And whan 
thei han eten, thei putten hire Diffches un- 
wafichen in to the Pot or Cawdroun, with 
remenant of the Flef{che and of the Brothe, 
til thei wole ctenazen. And the ryche men 
drynken Mylk of Mares or of Camaylles or 
of Affes or of other Beftes. And thei wil 
ben lightly dronken of Mylk, or of another 
Drynk, that is made of Hony and of Watre 
foden to gidre. For in that Contree is nou- 
ther Wyn ne Ale. Thei lyven fulle wrec- 
ched liche; and thei eten but ones in the day, 
and that but lytille, nouther in Courtes ne in 
other places. And in foothe, o man allone 
in 
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in this Contree wil ete more in a day, than 
on of hem wil.ete in 3 dayes. And zif ony 
{traunge Meflagre come there to a Lord, men 
maken him to ete but ones a day, and that 
fulle litille. 

And whan thei werren, thei werren fulle 
wifely, and alle weys don here befynes, to 
deftroyen hire enemyes. Every man there 
berethe 2 Bowes or 3, and of Arwes gret plen- 
tee, anda gret Ax. And the Gentyles han 
{chorte Speres and large, and fulle trenchant 
on that o fyde: and thei han Plates and 
Helmes, made of ¢ Quyrboylle; and hire 
Hors covertoures of the fame. And who fo 
fleethe fro the Bataylle, thei fle him. And 
whan thei holden ony Sege abouten Caftelle 
or Toun, that is walled and defenfable, thei 
behoten to hem that ben with inne, to don 
alle the profite and gode, that it is marveylle 
to here: and thei graunten alfo to hem that 
ben with inne, alle that thei wille asken hem. 
And aftre that thei ben zolden, anon thei 
fleen hem alle, and kutten of hire Eres, and 
fowcen hem in Vynegre, and there of thei 
maken gret fervyfe for Lordes. Alle here 
luft and alle here Ymaginacioun, is for to put- 
ten alle Londes undre hire fubieccioun, And 
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thei feyn, that thei knowen wel be hire pro: 
phecyes, that thei {chulle ben overcomen by 
Archieres, and be ftrengthe of hem: but they 
knowe not of what nacioun, ne of what Lawe 
thei {chulle ben offe, that {chulle overcomen 
hem. Andtherfore thei fufftren, that folk of alle 
Lawes may peyfibely duellen amonges hem. 

Alfo whan thei wille make hire Ydoles; 
or an Ymage of ony of hire Frendes, for to 
have remembrance of hym, thei maken alle 
weys the Ymage alle naked, with outen ony 
maner of Clothinge. For thei feyn, that in 
gode love icholde be no coverynge, that man 
{cholde not love for the faire Clothinge, ne 
for the riche aray, but only for the bodys 
fuche as God hathe made it, and for the gode 
vertues that the body is endowed with of na- 
ture; not only for fair Clothinge, that is not 
of kyndely nature. 

And zee {chulle undirftonde, that it is gret 
drede for to purfue the Tartarznes, zif thei 
fleeninBataylle. Forinfleynge, thei ichooten 
behynden hem, and fleen bothe men and Hors. 
And whan thei wilfighte, thei wille f fchokken 
hem to gidre in a plomp; that zif there be 
20000 men, men fchalle not wenen, that 
there be {cant roo00.. And thei cone wel 
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wynnen lond of Straungeres, but thei cone 
not kepen it. For thei han grettre luft tolye 
in Tentes with outen, than for to lye in Ca- 
{telle or in Townes. And thei preyfen no 
thing the wytt of other naciouns. And a- 
monges hem, Oyle of Olyve is fulle dere: 
for thei holden it for fulle noble medicyne. 
And alle the Zartarzenes han finale Eyen and 
litille of Berd, and not thikke hered, but 
f{chiere. And thei ben falfe and traytoures: 
g and thei laften noghte that thei behoten. 
Thei ben fulle harde folk, and moche peyne 
and wo mow fuffren and difefe, more than ony 
other folk: for thei ben taughte therto in 
hire owne Contree, of Zouthe: and therfore 
thei fpenden, as who feythe, right nought. 
And whan ony man fchalle dye, men fetten 
a fpere befyde him: and whan he drawethe 
towardes the dethe, every man fleethe out of 
the Hous, tille he be ded; and aftre that, thei 
buryen him in the Feldes. And whan the Em- 
perour dyethe, men fetten him in a Chaycre 
in myddes the place of his Tent: and men 
fetten a Table before him clene, covered with 
aclothe, and there upon Flefche and dyverfe 
vyaundes, and a Cuppe fulle of Mares mylk. 
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And men putten a Mare befyde him, with 
hire Fole, and an Hors fadeled and brydeled ; 
and thei leyn upon the Hors Gold and Silver 
gret quantytee: and thei putten abouten him 
gret-plentee of Stree: and than men maken 
a gret pytt and a large; and with the Tent 
and alle.theife other thinges, thei putten him 
in Erthe. And thei feyn, that whan he {challe 
come in to another World, he {challe not ben 
with outen an Hows, ne with owten Hors, 
ne with outen Gold and Sylver: and the 
Mare ichalle zeven him mylk, and bryngen 
him forthe mo Hors, tille he be wel ftored 
in the tother World.. For thei trowen, that 
aftre hire Dethe, thei fchulle be etynge and 
drynkynge inthat other World, and folacynge 
hem with hire Wifes, as thei diden here. And 
aftre tyme, that the Emperour is thus enter- 
ed, no man {challe be fo hardy to fpeke of 
him before hisFrendes. And zit natheles fom- 
tyme fallethe of manye, that thei maken hem 
to ben entered prevylly be nyghte, in wylde 
places, and putten azen the Graffe over the 
Pytt, for to growe: or elle men coveren the 
Pytt with Grayelle and Sond, that no man 
{challe perceyye where, ne knowe where 
the Pytt is, to that entent, that never aftre, 
none of his Frendes fchulle han mynde ne 

remem- 
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remembrance of him. And thanne thei feyn, 
that he is ravisfht in to another world, where 
he is a grettre Lord, than he was here. And 
thanne aftre the dethe of the Emperour, the 
7 Lynages affemblen hem to gidere, and 
chefen his eldeft Sone, or the nexte aftre 
him, of his Blood: and thus thei feye to him; 
Wee wolen and wee preyen and ordeynen, 
that zee ben oure Lord and oure Emperour. 
And thanne he anfwerethe, Zif zee wile, that 
I regne over zou, as Lord, do everyche of 
zou, that I {challe cOmanden him, outher to 
abyde or to go; and whom foever that I 
cdmaunde to ben flayn, that anon he be flayn. 
‘And thei anfweren alle with o voys, What fo 
evere zee cOmanden, it {challe be don. Thanne 
feythe the Emperour, Now undirftondethe 
wel, that my woord from hens forthe, is 
{charp and bytynge as a Swerd. After men 
fetten him upon a blak Stede, and fo men 
bryngen him to a Cheyere fulle richely array-. 
ed, and there thei crownen hym. And thanne 
alle the Cytees and gode Townes fenden hym 
ryche prefentes; fo that at that iourneye, he 
{challe have more than 60 Chariottes charged 
with Gold and Sylver, with outen Jewelles 
of Gold and precyoufe Stones, that Lordes 
zeven hym, that ben withouten eftymacioun: 
x2 and 
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and with outen Hors and Clothes of Gold and 
of Camakaas and Tartarynes, ‘that ben with 
outen nombre. 
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Cap. XXIV. 
Of the Rotalie of "Thurfe and the 
.. Londes and Kyugdomes towardes the 
Septentrionale. parties, im. comynge 


down from the Lond of Cathay. 


“HIS Lond of Cathay is in Afye the. 
depe. And aftre, on this half, is 4/ye 

the more. The Kyngdom of Cathay march- 
ethe toward the Weft, unte the K yngdom of 
Tharfée; the whiche was.on of the-Kinges, 
that cam to prefente our Lord in Betheleem. 
And thei that ben of the Lynageof that Kyng, 
arn sOme Criftene. In Thar/e, thei eten no 
Flefiche, ne thei drynken no Wyn. And on 
this half, towardes the Weft, is the Kyngdom 
£\ Turqueften, that ftrecchethe him toward 
the Weft, to the Kyngdom of Penjfie ; and 
teward the Septrentionalle, to the Kyngdom 
of Chorafme. In the contre of Turguefien, 
ben but fewe gode Cytees: but. the befte 
Cytee 
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Cytee of that Lond highte Odforar. . There 
ben grete Paftures; but fewe Coornes; and 
therfore, for the moft partie, thei ben alle 
Herdemen: and thei lyznin Tentes, and thei 
drynken a maner Ale, made of Hony. 

And aftre, on this half, is the Kyngdom of 
Chorafime, that is a gode lond and a plente- 
vous, with outen Wyn. And it hathe a De- 
fert toward the Eft, that laftethe more than 
an 100 iourneyes. And the befte Cytee of 
that Contree is clept Chorafime. And of 
that Cytee, berethe the Contree his name. 
The folk of that Contree ben hardy Werry- 
oures. And on this half is the Kyngdom of 
Comanye, where of the Comayns that dwelle- 
den in Grece, fomtyme weren chaced out. 
This is on of the gretteft Kyngdomes of the 
World: but it is not alle enhabyted. For at 
on of the parties, there is fo gret cold, that 
no man may dwelle there: and in another 
partie, there is fo gret hete, that no man may 
endure it. And alfo there ben fo ‘many Flyes, 
that no man may knowe on what fyde he may 
turne him. Ia that Contree is but lytille Ar- 
berye, ne Trees that beren Frute, ne othere. 
Thei lyzn in Tentes. And thei brennen the 
dong of Beftes, for defaute of Wede. 
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This Kyngdom defcendeth on this half to- 
ward us, and toward Prayfe, and toward 
Roffye. And thorghe that Contree rennethe 
the Ryvere of Achille, that is on of the gret- 
te{t Ryveres of the World. And it frefethe 
fo ftrongly alle Zeres, that many tymes men 
han foughten upon the Ife with grete hoftes, 
bothe parties on fote, and hire Hors voyded 
for the tyme: and what on Hors and on Fote, 
mo than 200000 perfones on every fyde. And 
betweene that Ryvere and the grete See Or- 
cean, that thei clepen the See Maure, lyzn 
alle theife Roialmes. And toward the hede 
benethe in that Roialme, is the mount Cho- 
taz, that is the hieft mount of the world: 
and it is betwene the See Maure and the See 
Cafpy. There is fulle ftreyt and dangerous 
paffage, for to go toward Yude. And ther- 
fore Kyng A/yfandre leet make there a {trong 
Cytee, that men clepen d/zzandre, for to 
kepe the Contree, that no man {cholde paffe 
with outen his leve. And now men clepen 
that Cytee, the Zate of Helle. And the prin- 
cypalle Cytee of Comenye is clept Sarak, that 
is on of the 3 Weyes for to go in to Zande: 
but be the Weye, ne may not paffe no gret 
multytude of peple, but zif it be in Wyntre. 
And that paflage men clepen the Derbent. 


The 
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The tother weye is for to go fro the Cytee 
of Tur queften, be Perfie : and be that Weye, 
ben manye iourneyes be Defert. And the 
thridde Weye is that comethe fro Comanye, 
and than to go be the grete See and be the 
Kyngdom of Abchaz. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that alle theife 
Kyngdomes and alle theife Londes abovefeyd, 
unto Pruyfe and to Roffye, ben alle obeyflant 
to the grete Chane of Cathay; and many o- 
there Contrees, that marchen to other Coftes. 
Wherfore his powere and his Lordichipe is 
‘fulle gret, and fulle myghty, 
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Cap. XXV. 


Of the Emperour of Perlye, and of the 
lond of derkneffe and of ibe Kyng- 
ie that belongen to the grete 

Chane of Cathay, and other Londes 


of his, unto the Sce of Greece. 


OW fithe [have devyfed zou the fondes 
N and the Kyngdoms toward the parties 


feptentrionales, in comynge down from the 
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lond of Cathay, unto the londes of the Criftene, 
towardes Pruyffe and Rofye; now {challe ] 
devyfe zou of other londes and Kyngdomes, 
comynge doun be other Coftes, toward the 
right fyde, unto the See of Grece, toward the 
Jond of Criftene men: and therfore that, af- 
tre Yude and aftre Cathay, the Emperour of 
Perfie isthe grettefte Lord. Therfore I{challe 
telle zou of the Kyngdom of Per/fe.  Firft, 
where he hathe 2 Kyngdomes; the firfte 
Kyngdom begynnethe toward the Eft, toward 
the Kyngdom of Turgueffen, and it ftrecchethe 
toward the Weft, unto the Ryvere of Pé&z- 
fon, that is on of the 4 Ryveres, that comen 
out of Paradys. And on another fyde, it 
{trecchethe toward the Septemtrion, unto the 
See of Cafpye: and alfo toward the Southe; 
unto the Defert of Yzde. And this Contree 
is gode and pleyn and fulle of peple. And 
there ben manye gode Cytces. But the 2 
princypalle Cytees ben theife, Boyturra, and 
Seornergant, that sti men clepen Sormagant. 
The tother Kyngdom of Perfe ftrecehethe 
toward theRyvere of Phifon, and the Parties 
of the Weft, unto the Kyngdom of Meade : 
And fro the grete Armenye, and toward the 
Septemtrion, to the See of Cafpie; and to- 
ward the Southe, to the lond of Zzde. That 


: 1S 
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is alfo a gode lond and a plentefous; and ic 
hathe 3 grete principalle Cytees, Meffabor, 
Caphon and Sarmaffaue. 

And thanne aftre is drmenye, in the whiche 
weren wont to ben 4 Kyngdomes: that is a 
noble Cuntree, and fulle of Godes. And it be- 
gynnethe at Perfie, and ftrecchethe toward 
the Weft in lengthe, unto Zurdye. And in 
largeneffe, it durethe to the Cytee of 4/- 
zandre, that now is clept the Zate of Helle, 
that I {pak offe beforn, undre the Kyngdom 
of Mede. In this drmenye ben fulle manye 
gode Cytees: but Zaurzzo is moft of name. 

Aftre this, is the Kyngdom of Mede, that 
is fulle long: but itis not fulle large, that be- 
eynnethe toward the Eft, ro the lond of Per- 
fre, and to Yude the lefle. And it ftrecchethe 
toward the Weft, toward the Kyngdom of 
Caldee, and toward the Septemtrion, defcend- 
ynge toward the. litille 4rmenye. In that 
Kyngdom of Medee, there ben many grete 
Hilles, and litille of pleyn Erthe. There 
duellen Sarazines, and another maner of 
folk, that men clepen Cordynes. The befle 
2 Cytees of that Kyngdom, ben Sarras and 
Karemen. 

Aftre that, is the Kyngdom of George, 
that begynnethe toward the Eft, to the gret 

Mountayne, 
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Mountayne, that is clept 4dzer; where that 
duellen many dyverfe folk of dyverfe Naciouns. 
And men clepentheContree 4/amo.This Kyng- 
dom ftrecchethe him towardes Turkye, and to- 
ward the grete See: and toward the South, it 
marchethe to the grete 4rmenye. And there 
ben 2 Kyngdomes in that Contree; that on 
is the Kyngdom of Georgie, and that other 
is the Kyngdom of dbcaz. And alle weys 
in that Contree ben 2 Kynges, and thei ben 
bothe Criftene: but the Kyng of Georgie is 
in fubieccioun to the grete Chane. And the 
King of Abcaz hathe the more ftrong Contree : 
and he alle weyes vigeroufly defendethe his 
Contree, azenft alle tho that affaylen him; fo 
that no man may make him in fubieccioun to 
no man. %In that Kyngdom of Abcaz is a 
gret Marvaylle. For a Provynce of the Con- 
tree, that hathe wel in circuyt 3 iorneyes, 
that men clepen Hanyfon, is alle covered with 
Derkneffe, with outen ony brightneffe’ or light ; 
fo that no man may fee ne here, né no man 
dar entren in to hem. And natheles, ‘thei'of 
the Contree feyn, that fom tyme men’ héren 
voys of folk, and Hors nyzenge, and Cokkes 
crowynge. And men witen wel, that mea 
dwellen there: but thei knowe not what men. 
And thei feyn, that the Derkneffe befelle be 

Myracle 
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Myracle of God. For a curfed Emperour of 
Perfie, that highte Saures, purfuede alle Cri- 
ftene men, to deftroye hem, and to compelle 
hem to make Sacrifife to his Ydoles; and 
rood with grete Hoft, in alle that ever he 
myghte, for to confounde the Criftene men. 
And thanne in that Contree, dwelleden ma- 
nye gode criftene men, the whiche that laften 
hire Godes, and wolde han fled in to Grece : 
and whan they weren in a playn, that highte 
Megon, anon this curfed Emperour mett with 
hem, with his Hooft, for to have flayn hem, 
and hewen hem to peces. And anon the Cri- 
ftene men kneleden to the grounde, and made 
hire preyeres to God, to fokoure hem. And 
anon a gret thikke Clowde cam, and covered 
the Emperour and alle his Hooft: and fo thei 
enduren in that manere, that thei ne mowe 
not gon out, on no fyde; and fo fchulle thei 
ever more abyden in Derknefle, tille the day 
of Dome, be the Myracle of God. And 
thanne the Criftene men wenten, where hem 
tykede beft, at hire own plefance, with outen 
lettynge of ony Creature; and hire enemyes 
enclofed and confounded in Derkneffe, with 
outen ony ftrok. Wherfore we may wel feye, 


with David, dA Domino fattu eft iftud; 


eft mirabile im oculis nofivis. And that was 
a gret 
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a gret Myracle, that God made for hem, 
Wherfore methinkethe, that Criftene men 
{cholden ben more devoute, to ferven oure 
Lord God, than ony other men of ony other 
Sete. For with outen ony drede, ne were 
curfednefle and Synne of Criftene men, thei 
{cholden be Lordes of alle the World. For 
the Banere of Fefa Crz/t is alle weys.difplay- 
ed, and redy on alle fydes, to the help of his 
trewe lovynge Servauntes: in fo moche, that 
o gode Criftene man, in gode Beleeve, {cholde 
overcomen and out chacen a'r000 curled mys- 
beleevynge men ; as Davzd {eythe in the P/au- 
tere, Quonia perfequebatur unus mille, & 
duo fugarent decem milia. Et, Cadent a la- 
tere tuo mille, &5 decem milia a dextris tuzs. 
And how that it myghte ben, that on f{cholde 
chacen a 1000, ‘David himfelf feythe, fo- 
lewynge, Quia manus Domini fecit hac om- 
nia. And oure Lord himfelf {eythe, be the 
Prophetes mouthe, Sz 22 vss meis ambula- 
veritis, fuper trzbulantes vos mififfem mani 
mea. So that wee may feen apertely, that 
zif wee wil be gode men, non enemye ne 
imay not enduren azenft us. Alfo zee {chulle 
undirftonde, that out of that lond of Derk- 
nefle, gothe out a gret Ryvere, that fchew- 
ethe wel, that there ben folk dwellynge, be 

many 
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many redy tokenes: but no man dar not en- 
tre in to it. 

And wytethe well, that in the Kyngdoms 
of Georgie, of Abchaz and of the litille 4r- 
menye, ben gode Criftene men and devoute. 
For thei {chryven hem and howfele hem ever- 
more ones or twyes in theWoke. And there 
ben manye of hem, that howlele hem ever 
day: and fo do wee not on this half; alle be 
it that feynt Pouf comandethe it, feyenge, 
Omnibus diebus dominiwis ad comunicandiu 
bortor.. Thei kepen that COmandement : but 
wee ne kepen it not. 

Alfo aftre; on this half, is Turkye, that 
marchethe to the grete 4ymenye. And there 
ben many Provynces, as Capadoche, Saure, 
Brique, Quefiton, Pytan and Gemethe: And 
in everyche of theile ben, many gode Cytees. 
This Zurkye ftrecchethe unto the Cytee of 
Sachala, that fittethe upon theSee of Grece ; 
and fo it marchethe to Syrie. Syrieis a gret 
Contree and a gode, as I have told zou be- 
fore. Andalfo it hathe, aboven toward Zxde, 
the Kyngdom of Ca/dee, that ftrecchethe fro 
the Mountaynes of Calde, toward the Eft, 
unto the Cytee of Nyxyvee, that fittethe up- 
on the Ryvere of Zygre: and in largenefle, 
it begynnethe toward the Northe, to the Cy- 

tee 
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tee of Maraga; and it ftrecchethe toward the 
Southe, unto the See Occean. In Caldee isa 
pleyn Contree, and fewe Hilles and fewe Ry- 
veres. 

Aftre is the Kyngdom of Me/fopotayme, 
that begynnethe toward the Eft, to the Flom 
of Tygre, unto a Cytee that is clept Mo/elle: 
and it {trecchethe toward the Weft, to the 
Flom of Eufrate, unto a Cytee that is ciept 
Roianz: and in lengthe it gothe to the mount 
of Armenye, unto the Defert of Yxde the leffe. 
This is a gode Contree and a pleyn: but it 
hathe fewe Ryveres. It hathe but 2 Moun- 
taynes in that Contree: of the whiche, on 
highte Symar, and that other Ly/foz. And 
this Lond marchethe to the Kyngdom of 


-Caldee. 


Zit there is, toward the parties meridionales, 
many Contrees and many Regyouns; as the 
lond of Athiope, that marchethe, toward the 
Eft, to the grete Defertes ; toward the Weft, 
to the Kyngdom of Nubye; toward the Southe, 
to the Kyngdom of Moretane; and toward 
the North, to the rede See. Aftre is More- 
tane, that durethe fro the Mountaynes of Z- 
¢hiope, unto Lybze the hize. And that Con- 
tree lyzth a long fro the See Occean, toward 
the Southe; and toward the Northe, it march- 

ethe 


Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 319 


ethe to Nubye, and to the highe Lydye. (Theife 
men of Nudbye ben Criftene.) And it march- 
ethe fro the londes abovefeyd to the Defertes 
of Egypt. And that is the Agypt, that I 
have fpoken of before. And aftre is Libye 
the hye, and, Lybye the lowe, that defcend- 
ethe down lowe, toward the grete See of 
Spayne. Un the whiche Contree ben many 
Kyngdomes and many dyverfe folk. Now I 
have devyfed zou many Contrees, on this half 
theK yngdom of Cathay: of the whiche, ma- 
ny ben obeyflant to the grete Chane. 
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Of the Contrees and Yles, that ben be- 
zonde the Lond of Cathay; and of 
the Frutes there ; and of 22 Kynges 
enclofed within the Mountayues. 


OW {challe I feye zou fewyngly of 
Contrees and Yles, that ben bezonde 

the Contrees that I have {poken of. Wher- 
fore I feye zou, in paflynge be the Lond of 
Cathaye, toward the highe Zzde, and toward 
Bacharye, mea paflen be a Kyngdom, that 
men 
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men clepen Ca/dilhe; that is a fulle fair Con- 
tree. And there growethe a maner of Fruyt, 
as thoughe it weren Gowrdes: and whan thei 
ben rype, men kutten hem a to, and men 
fynden with inne a lytylle Beft, in Fleffche, 
in Bon and Blode, as though it were a lytylle 
Lomb, with outen Wolle. And men eten bothe 
the Frut and the Beft: and that is a gret Mar- 
veylle. Of that Frute Ihave eten; alle thoughe 
it were wondirfulle: but that I knowe wel, 
that God is marveyllous in his Werkes. And 
natheles I tolde hem, of als gret a Marveylle 
to hem, that is amonges us: and that was of 
the Bernakes. For I tolde hem, that in oure 
Contree weren Trees, that beren a Fruyt, that 
becomen Briddes fleeynge: and tho that fellen 
in the Water, lyven; and thei that fallen on 


the Erthe, dyen anon: and thei ben right 


gode to Mannes mete. And here of had thei 
als gret marvaylle, that stime of hem trowed, 
it were an impoflible thing to be. In that 
Contree ben longe Apples, of gode favour ; 
where of ben mo than an 100 in a Cluftre, 
and als manye in another: and thei han grete 
longe Leves and large, of 2 Fote long or more. 
And in that Contree, and in other Contrees 
there abouten, growen many Trees, that beren 


Clowe Gylofres and Notemuges, and grete 
Notes 
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Notes of Yude and of Cawelle and of many 
other Spices. And there ben Vynes,: that 
beren fo grete Grapes, that aftrong man {cholde 
haye y now to done, for to bere o cluftre with 
alle the Grapes. In that fame regioun ben the 
Mountaynes of Ca/pye, that men clepen ‘U- 
ber in the Contree. Betwene tho Mountaynes, 
the Fewes of 10 Lynages ben enclofed, that 
men clepen Gothe and Magothe: and thei 
mowe not gon out on no fyde. There weren 
enclofed 22 Kynges with hire peple, that duel- 
leden betwene the Mountaynes of Syrhye. 
There Kyng A/z/andre chacede hem beétwene 
-tho Mountaynes ; and there he thoughte for 
to. enclofe hem thorghe werk of his men. But 
whan he faughe, that he myghte not don it, 
ne bryng it to an ende, he preyed to God of 
Nature, that.he wolde parforme that that he 
had begonne. And alle were it fo, that he 
was a ‘Payneme and not worthi to ben herd, 
zit God of his grace clofed the Mountaynes 
to gydre: fo that thei dwellen there, alle fafte 
y lokked and enclofed with highe Mountaynes 
alle aboute, faf only on o fyde ;, and on that 
fyde, is the See of Ca/pye.. Now may fum 
men asken, Sithe that the See is on that o 
fyde, wherfore go thei not out on the See 
fyde, for to go where that hem lykethe 2? But 
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to this queftioun, I {chal anfwere, That Seé 
of Cafpye gothe out be Londe, undre the 
Mountaynes, and rennethe be the Defert at o 
fyde of the Contree; and aftre it ftrecchethe 
unto the endes of Perfie. And alle thoughe 
it be clept a See, it is no See, ne it touch- 
ethe to non other See: but it is a Lake, the 
eretteft of the World. And thoughe thei 
wolden putten hem in to that See, thei ne 
wyften never, where that thei f{cholde ar- 
ryven. And alfo thei conen no Langage; 
but only hire owne, that no man knowethe 
but thei: and therfore mowe thei not gon 
out. And alfo zee {chulle undirftonde, that 
the fewes han no propre Lond of hite owne 
for to dwellen inne, in alle the World, but — 
only that Lond betwene the Mountaynes. 
And zit thei zelden Tribute for that Lond to 
the Queen of Amazozue, the whiche makethe 
hem to ben kept in cloos fulle diligently, that 
thei ichalle not gon out on no fyde, but be 
the Coft of hire Lond: For hire Lond march- 
cthe to tho Mountaynes. And often it hathe 
befallen, that stime of the fewes han gon up 
the Mountaynes, and avaled down to the Va- 
leyes: but gret nombre of folk ne may not 
da fo. . For the Mountaynes ben fo hye and 
fo flrezhte up, that thei mofte abyde there, 

I maugre 
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maugre hire Myghte. For thei mowe not gon 
out, but be a littille iffue, that was made be 
Itrengthe of men; and it laftethe wel a 4 grete 
Myle. And aftre, is there zit a Lond allo 
Defert, where men may fynde no Watre, ne 
for dyggynge, ne for non other thing. Wher- 
fore men may not dwellen in that place: fo 
is it fulle of Dragounes, of Serpentes and of 
other venymous Beftes, that no man dar not 
pafle, but zif it be be ftrong Wyntre. And 
that ftreyt paflage, men clepen in that Con- 
tree, Clyrov. And that is the paflage, that 
the Queen of Amazoime makethe to ben kept. 
And thoghe it happene, fum of hem, be For- 
tune, to gon out; thei conen no maner of 
Langage but Edrow: fo that thei can not 
{peke to the peple. And zit natheles, men 
feyn, thei fchalle gon out in the tyme of An- 
tecrift, and that thei fchulle maken gret flaugh- 
tre of Criftene men. And therfore alle the 
Fewes, that dwellen in alle Londes, lernen 
alle weys to {peken Ebrew, in hope that whan 
the other fewes {chulle gon out, that thei 
may undirftonden hire Speche, and to leden 
hem in to Crifendom, for to deftroye the 
Criftene peple. For the Fewes feyn, that 
they knowen wel, be hire Prophecyes, that 


thei of Ca/pye {chulle gon ont and {preden 
Yee thorghe 
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thorghe out alle the World; and that the 
Criftene men {chulle ben undre hire Subiec- 
cioun, als longe as thei han ben in {ubiecci- 
oun of hem. And zif that zee wil wyte, 
how that thei fchulle fynden hire Weye, af- 
tre that I have herd feye, I {challe telle zou. 
In the time of Antecrift, a Fox fchalle make 
there his trayne, and mynen an hole, where 
Kyng Alzfandre leet make the Zates: and fo 
longe he fchalle mynen and perce the Erthe, 
til that he {challe paffe thorghe, towardes 
that folk. And whan thei feen the Fox, thei 
ichulle have gret marveylle of him, be caufe 
that thei faughe never fuche a Beft. For of 
alle othere Beftes, thei han enclofed amonges 
hem, faf only the Fox. And thanne thei 
ichullen chacen him and purfuen him fo ftreyte, 
rille that he come to the fame place, that he 


_¢am fro. And thanne thei fchullen dyggen 


and mynen fo ftrongly, tille that thei fynden 
the Zates, that Kyng A/zfandre leet make of 
rete Stones and paflynge huge, wel fyment- 
ed and made flronge for the mayftrie. And 
tho Zates thei {chulle breken, and fo gon out, 
be fyndynge of that iffue. 

Fro that Lond, gon men toward the Lond 
©f Bacharie, where ben fulle yvele folk and 
‘alle cruclle. In that Lond ben Trees, that 


beren 
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beren Wolle, as thoghe it were of Scheep ; 
where of men maken Clothes, and alle thing 
that may ben made of Wolle. In that Con- 
tree ben many Ipotaynes, that dwellen fom- 
tymein the Watre, and fomtyme on the Lond: 
and thei ben half Man and half Hors, as I 
have feyd before: and thei eten men, whan 
thei may take hem. And there ben Ryveres 
of Watres, that ben fulle byttere, three fythes 
more than is the Watir of the See. In that 
Contree ben many Griffounes, more plentee 
than in ony other Contree. Sum men feyn; 
that thei han the Body upward, as an Egle, 
and benethe asa Lyoun: and treuly thei feyn 
fothe, that thei ben of that {chapp. But o 
-Griffoun hathe the body more gret and is 
more {trong thanne 8 Lyouns, of fuche Ly- 
euns as ben o this half; and more gret and 
{trongere, than an 100 Egles,, fuche as we 
han amonges us. . For o Griffoun there wil 
bere, fleynge to his Neft, a gret Hors, or 2 
Oxen zoked to gidere, as thei gon at the 
Plowghe. For he hathe his * Talouns fo longe 


* One 4 Foot long, in the Cotton Library, has a Silver 
Hoop about the end, whereon is engraven, Griphi Unguis, 
Divo Cuthberto Dunelmenfi facer. Another about.an Eli long, 
is mentioned by Dr. Grew, in his Hiftory of the Rarities of 
the Royal Society, pag. 26: tho’ the Doctor there fuppofes 
jt rather the Horn of a Rock-Buck or of the Ibex mas. 
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and fo large andgrete, upon. his Feet, as thoughe 
thei weren Hornes of grete Oxen or of Bugles, 
or of Kyzn; fo thar men maken, Cuppes of 
hem, to drynken of: and-of hire Ribbes and 
of the Pennes of hire Wenges, men maken 
Bowes fulle ftronge, to {chote with Arwes 
and Quarelle. From thens gon men, be many 
iourneyes, thorghe theLond of Prefire Fobn, 
the grete Emperour of Z#de. And men clepen 
his Roialme, the Yle of Pextexoire. 
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Cap. XXVII. 
Of the Ryalle eftate of Preftre John; 


and of a riche man, that made @ 
marvellous Caftelle, and cleped. it 
Paradys ;. and of his Sotyltee. 


‘HIS Emperour Preffre Fob holt: fulle 
4. gret Lond, and hathe many fulle noble 
Cy tees and gode Townes in his Royalme,, 
and many grete dyverfe Yles and large. For 
alle the Contree of Yude is devyfed in Yles, 
for the grete Flodes, that comen from Para- 
dys, that departen alle the Lond in many par- 
ties. And alfo in the See, he hathe fulle 
manye 
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manye Yles. And the befte Cytee in the Vle 
of Peutexoire is Nyfe, that is a fulle Ryalle 
Cytee and a noble, and fulle riche. This 
Prefire Fobu hathe undre him many Kynges 
and many@Wles and many dyverfe folk of dy- 
verfe condiciouns. And this Lond is fulle 
gode and ryche; but not fo riche as is the 
Lond of the grete Chave. For the Marchauntes 
come not thidre fo comounly, for to bye 
Marchandifes, as thei don in the Lond 6 the 
gret Chane: for it is to fer to travayllesto. 
And on that other partie, in the Yle of Ca- 
thay, men fynden alle maner thing, that is 
nede to man; Clothes of Gold, of Silk, and 
Spycerie. And therfore, alle be it that men 
han grettre chep in the Yle of Prefire John, 
natheles men dreden the longe wey and the 
erete periles in the See, in tho parties. For 
in many places of the See ben grete Roches 
of Stones of the Adamant, that of his propre. 
nature drawethe Iren to him. And therfere 
there paffen no Schippes, that han outher 
Bondes or Nayles of Iren with in hem: and 
zif there do, anon the Roches of the Ada- 
mantes drawen hem to hem, that never thei 
may gothens. I my felf have feen o Fer- 
rom in that See, as thoughe it hadde ben 
a gret Ye fulle of Trees.and Bufcaylle, fulle 
Y 4 of 
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of Thornes and Breres, gret plentee. And 
fhe Schipmen tolde us, that alle that was of. 
Schippes, that weren drawen thidre be the 
Adamauntes, for the Iren that was in hem. 
And of the roreneffe and other chin that was 
with in the Schippes, -grewen fuche Bufcaylle 
and ‘hornes and Breres and grene Grafle and 
fuche maner of thing; abd. of the Maftes 
and the Se ile Zerdes: it femed a grete Wode 
or aGrove. And fuche Roches ben in many 
places there abouten. And therfore dur not the 
Marchauntes paflen there, but zif thei knowen 
wel the paffages,or elle that thei han gode Lodes 
men. And alfo thei dreden the longe weye: and 
therfore thei gon.to gigi, for it is more 
nyghe: andzitisnotfo nyghe, but that men 
mofte ben travayllynge be Sec and Lond, 11 
Monethes or 12, fromGeze-or from Venyfe; 
me to Cathay. And zit is the Lond 

ve Fobn more ferr, be many dred- 
we tae ee Ai id the Marchauntes paffen 
be the Kyngdom of Perfie, and gon to a Cy- 
ree that is “clept Liermes : for ‘Hermes the 
R hil lofophre founded it. And aftre that, thei 
vaffen an Arm of the See, and thanne thei 
gon to an other Cytee that is clept aGolbache : 
and Ores, thei fynden Marchandifes, and of 
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Popengayes, as gret plentee as men fynden 
here of Gees. And zif thei will paffen fer- 
there, thei may gon fykerly inow. In that 
Contree is but lytylle Whete or Berley: and 
therfore thei eten Ryzs and Hony and Mylk 
and Chefe and Frute. | 

This Emperour Prefire Fobu takethe alle 
weys to his Wif, the Doughtre of the grete 
Chane: and the gret Chane alfo in the fame 
wile, the Doughtre of Preffre Fobu. For ° 
theife 2 ben the gretteft Lordes undir the Fir- 
mament. 

In the Lond of Prefire Fohn, ben many 
dyverfe thinges and many precious Stones, 
fo grete and fo large, that men maken of hem 
Veffelle ; as Plateres, Diffches and: Cuppes. 
And many other marveylles ben there ;_ that 
it were to combrous and to lang to putten it 
in {cripture of Bokes. 

But of the princypalle Yles and of his E- 
ftate and of his Lawe, I {challe telle zou fom 
partye. This Emperour Prefire ‘fob is Cri- 
{tene ; and a gret partie of his Contree alfo: 
but zit thei have not alle the Articles of oure 
Feythe, as wee have. Thei beleven wel in 
the Fadre, in the Sone and in the Holy Gott: 
and thei ben fulle deyoute, and righte trewe 
on to another, And thei fette not be no Ba- 
| ay : rettes, 
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rettes, ne by Cawteles, ne of no Difceytes. 
And he hathe undre him 72 Provynees; and 
in every Provynce is aKyng. And theife 
Kynges han Kynges undre hem; and alle ben 
tributaries to Prefire ‘fobu. And he hathe 
in his Lord{chipes many grete marveyles. For 
in his Contree, is the See that men clepen the 
Gravely See, that is alle Gravelle and Sond, 
with outen ony drope of Watre: and it eb- 
bethe and flowethe in grete Wawes, as other. 
Sees don: and it is never ftille ne in pes, inno 
maner cefoun. And no man may paffe that 
See be Navye, ne be no maner of craft: and 
therfore may no man knowe, what Lond is’ 
bezond that See. And alle be it that it have 
_ noWatre, zit men fynden therein and’on'the 

Bankes, fulle gode Fiffche of other maner of 
kynde and {chappe, thanne men fynden in 
ony other See; and thei ben of right goode. 
taft, and delycious to mannes mete. 

And a 3 iourneys long fro that See, best 
oret Mountaynes; out of the whiche gothe 
out a gret Flood, that’ comethe out of Para- 
dys: and it is fulle of precious Stones, with, 
outen ony drope of Water: and it rennethe. 
thorghe the Defert, on that o fyde; fo that 
it makethe the See gravely: and'it’ berethe, 
in. to that See, and there it endethe. And. 

that 
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that Fléme rennethealfo, 3 dayesin the Woke, 
and bryngethe with him grete Stones, and the 
Roches alfo. therewith, aad that gret plentee. 
And anon as thei ben entred in to the grave- 
ly See, thei ben feyn no more; but loft for 
evere more. And in tho 3 dayes, that that 
Ryvere rennethe, no man dar entren in to it: 
but in the other dayes, men dar entren wel y 
now. Alfo bezonde that Fl6me, more up- 
ward to the Defertes, is a gret Pleyn alle Ora= 
_yelly betwene the Mountaynes: and in that 
Playn, every day at theSonne rifynge, begyn- 
nen to growefmale Trees; and thei growen til 
mydday, beryngeFrute: but noman dar taken 
ofthat Frute; for itisathing of Fayrye. And 
aftre mydday, thei difcrecen andentren azen 
in to theErthe; fo that at the goynge doun of 
theSonne, thei apperenno more: and {fo thei 
don every day; and that is a.gret marvaylle. 
In that Defert ben many wylde men, that 
ben hidoufe to loken on: for thei ben > horn- 
ed; and thei {peken nought bur thei gronten, 
as Pygees. And there is alfo gret plentee of 
wylde Houndes. And there ben manye Po- 
pegayes, that thei clepen Pfitakes in hire Lan- 
gage: and thei {peken of hire propre nature, 
and falyen men that gon thorghe the Defertes, 


b The Latin Verfion does not make them: horned, 
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and {peken to hem als appertely, as thoughe 
it were a man. And thei that {peken wel, 
han a large Tonge, and han 5 Toos upona 
Fote. ‘And there ben alfo of other manere, 
that han but 3 Toos upon a Fote; and thei 
{peken nor, or but litille: for thei cone not 
but cryen. 

This Emperour Prefire John, whan he 
gothe in to Battayle, azenft ony other Lord, 
he hathe no Baneres born before him: but he 
hathe 3 Croffes of Gold, fyn, grete and hye, 
fulle of precious Stones: and every of the 
Croffes ben fett in a Chariot, fulle richely ar- 
rayed.. And for to kepen every Cros, ben 
ordeyned 10000 men of Armes, and mo than 
1OOCCO men On Fote, in maner as men wolde 
kepe a Stondard in oure Contrees, whan that 
wee ben in Lond of Werre. And this nom- 
bre of folk is with outen the pryncipalle 
Hooft, and with outen Wenges ordeyad for 
the Bataylle. And whan he hathe no Werre, 
but ridethe with a pryvy Meynce, thanne he 
hathe bore before him but o Crofs of Tree, 
with outen peynture, and with outen Gold 
or Silver or precious Stones; in remembrance, 
that Fefu Crzf? fufired Dethe upon a Cros of 
Tree. And he hathe born before him alfo a 


Plater of Gold fulle of Erthe, in tokene that 
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his Nobleffe and his Myghte and his Fleffche 
{challe turnen to Erthe, And he hathe born 
before him alfo a Veflelle of Silver, fulle of 
noble jewelles of Gold fulle riche, and of 
precious Stones, in tokene of his Lordichipe 
and of his Nobleffe and of his Myght. He 
duellethe comounly in the Cytee of Sue; 
and there is his principalle Palays, that is fo 
riche and fo noble, that no man wil trowe it 
by eftymacioun, but he had feen it. And 
aboven the chief Tour of the Palays, ben 2 
rounde Pomeles of Gold; and in everyche of 
hem ben 2 Carboncles grete and large, that 
{chynen fulle brighte upon the nyght. And 
the principalle Zates of his Palays ben of pre- 
cious Ston, that men clepen Sardoyne: and 
the Bordure and the Barres ben of Ivorye: 
and the Wyndowes of the Halles and Cham- 
bres ben of Criftalle : and the Tables, where 
on men eten, sOme ben of Emeraudes, stime 
of Amatyft and some of Gold, fulle of preci- 
ous Stones; and the Pileres, that beren up 
the Tables, ben of the fame precious Stones. 
And the Degrees to gon up to his Throne, 
where he fittethe at the Mete, on is of Oni- 
che, another is of Criftalle; and another of 
Jafpre grene, another of Amatyft, another of 
Sardyne, another of Corneline, and the fe- 

, vene 


f stn Exe ‘ Oe iswahiion se Rate MRP RE gig CSU RE a et inh RA ak Se) eat lgc Ce reereak Sa ae 
pa SRS SRS “SSR OE AR LHC RAE 


wie’ 
ae 
~ 
j 
> ne 
‘2 Bau 
“7 hae 
i 
ay y i 
Ary Wh 
a > 
a) \ 
aS i}, 
‘ Yi Hi 
3 = “a 
+ \ 4 
wa 
et) 
~ ‘ 
A . - bh 
: ' 
i ] 
% Hh 
7 4 ij 
. tH 
ied 
7 1 
4 i! i 
, ol a 
; 3 ah 
eee he 
ee ee 
: ” % . } 
: S en 
7 \ 
mm dil 
: #) 
' 
: : ei 
ati 
7 5) i 
\ wea} 
j BT 
A D 
§ att 
Rai le 
S i bali 
a 2] 
. 
STR RE 
Barn 
: 3 ; 
Be 
§ f 
r ne 
at yea 
4 i 
; | 
{ i 
Hi 
H || 
yy 
| : 
1 ! 
: | 
: i 
ae i; 
Ht SMe 
Le 
By 
| ie i} 
| Li i e 
7. } 
? i 
| ‘ 
of 
; 
i i 
by 
4 i ; 
' : 
. an 
a } ; 
2 3 
: 
ay, 
t Wag 
s ub 
: hi 
{ i 
i h 7 
: 
- , iF > 
Be 
wf i 
am ih 1 
Wi 
: \ 
! 
( 
' be tie 
, Br! 
Br ; 
q Hi 
| Fast 
iN 
| 
| Py 
\ 
| a 
t dy 
bat et 
At 
q if 
Ke 
; ; \| 
7 qj 
- 5 
t 
4 
| 


SN 


334 The Vonage and Travaile of 
vene that he fettethe on his Feet, is of Cri- 
folyte. And alle theife Degrees ben bordured 
with fyn Gold, with the tother precious Stones, 
fetc with grete Perles oryent. And the fydes 
of the Sege of his Throne ben of Emeraudes, 
and bordured with Gold fulle nobely, and 
dubbed with other precious Stones and greté 
Perles. And alle the Pilerés in his Chambre, 
ben of fyne Gold with precious Stones, and 
with many Carboncles, that zeven gret lyght 
upon the nyght to alle peple. And alle be it 
that the Charboncle zeve lyght right y now; 
natheles at alle tymes brennethe a Veffelle of 
Criftalle fulle of Bawme, for to zeven gode 
fraclle and odour to the Emperour, and to 
voyden awey alle wykkede Eyres and cor- 
rupciouns. And the forme of his Bedd is of 
fyne Saphires bended with Gold, for to make 
him flepen wel, and to refreynen him from 
Lecherye. For he wille not lyze with his 
Wyfes, but 4 fithes in the Zeer, aftre the 4 
Cefouns: and that is only for to engendre 
Children. He hathe alfo a fulle fayr Palays 
anda noble, at the Cytce of Ny/e, where that 
he dwellethe, whan him beft lykethe: but 
the Ayr is not fo attempree, as itis at the 
Cytee of Sufe. And zee {chulle undirftonde; 
that in alle his Contree; ne in the Contrees 
there 
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there alle aboute, men eten noghte but ones 
in the day, as men don in the Court of the 
grete Chaue. And fo thei eten every day in 
his Court, mo than 30000 perfones, with 
outen goeres and comeres. But the 30000 
perfones of his Contree, ne of the Contree of 
the grete Chane, ne {penden noghte fo moche 
Gode, as don 12000 of oure Contree. This 
Emperour Prefire ohw hathe evere more 7 
Kynges with him, to ferve him: and thei de- 
parten hire Service be certeyn Monethes. And 
with theife Kynges ferven alle weys 72 Dukes 
and 360 Erles. And alle the dayes of the 
Zeer, there eten in his Houfhold and in his 
Court, 12 Erchebysfhoppes and 20 Bisfhoppes. 
And the Patriark of feynt Thomas is there, 
as is the Pope here. And the Erchebisfhoppes 
and the Bisfhoppes and the Abbottes in that 
Contree, ben alle Kynges. And everyche of 
theife grete Lordes knowen wel y now the 
attendance of hire Servyce. The on is May- 
fier of his Houfhold, another is his Chamber- 
Jeyn, another fervethe him of a Dyfiche, a- 
nother of the Cuppe, another is Styward, a- 
nother is Marefchalle, another is Prynce of 
his Armes: and thus is he fulle nobely and 
ryally ferved. And his Lond durethe in ver- 
ry brede 4 Monethes iorneyes, and in lenothe 

out 
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out of mefure: that is to feyn, alle the Yles 

undir Erthe, that wee fuppofen to ben un- 
dirs. #72. 7 | 
Belyde the Yle of Pentexozre, that is the 
Lond of Prefire John, is a gret Ylelong and | 

brode, that men clepen Mii/ferak; and it is 
in the Lordfchipe of Prefire Fobu. In that 
Yle is gret plentee of Godes: There was 
dwellynge fomtyme a ryche man, and it is 
not longe fithen; and men clept him Gatho- 
lonabes ; and he was fulle of Cauteles and of 
forylle Difceytes: and he hadde a fulle fair 

Caftelle, and a ftrong, in a Mountayne, fo 
-ftrong and fo noble, that no man cowde dé- 
vife a fairere ne a ftrengere. And he had let 
muren alle the Mountayne aboute with a 

{trong Walle and a fair. And with inne tho 

Walles he had the faireft Gardyn, that ony 
man myghte beholde; and therein were Trees 
berynge alle maner of Frutes, that ony man 
cowde devyfe: and there in were alfo alle 
maner vertuous Herbes of gode fmelle, and 
alle other Herbes alfo, that beren faire Floures: 
And he had-alfo in that Gardyn, many faire 
Welles; and befide tho Welles, he had lete 
make faire Halles and faire Chambres, de- 

peynted alle with Gold and Azure. And 
there weren in that place many a dyverfe 
thinges 
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thinges and many dyverfe ftories: and of 
Beftes and of Bryddes, that fongen fille de- 
lectabely, and meveden be craft, that it femede 
that thei weren quyke. And he had alfo in 
his Gardynalle maner of Foules and of Beftes, 
that ony man myghte thenke on, for to have 
pley or defport to beholde hem. And he had 
alfo in that place, the fairefte Damyfeles, 
that myghte ben founde undir the Age of 15 
Zere, and the fairefte zonge ftriplynges, that 
men myghte-gete of that fame age: and alle 
thei weren clothed in Clothes of Gold fully 
richely : and he feyde, that tho weren Aun- 
geles. And he had allo let make 3 Welles, 
faire and noble, and alle envyround with fton 
of Jafpre, of Criftalle, dyapred with Gold, and 
fett with precious Stones and grete orient 
Perles. And he had made a Conduyt undir 
Erthe, fo that the 3 Welles, at his lift, on 
{cholde renne Milk, another Wyn, and ano- 
ther Hony. And that place he clept Para- 
dys. And whan that eny gode Knyght, thar 
was hardy. and noble, cam to {ce this Rialtee, 
he wolde lede him into his Paradys, and 
{chewen* him theife wondirfulle thinges, to 
his defport, and the marveyllous and delicious 
Song of dyverle Briddes, and the faire Damy- 
feles, and the faire Welles of Mylk, Wyn 
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and hony, plentevous rennynge. And fie 
wolde let make dyverfe Inftrumentes of Mu- 
fick to fownen in an highe Tour, fo merily 
that it was joye for to here; and no man 
{cholde fee the craft thereof: And tho, he 
feyde, weren Aungeles of God, and that place 
was Paradys, that God had behighte to his 
Frendes, feyenge, Dabo vobis Terram fluen- 
tem latte § Melle. And thanne wolde he 
maken hem to drynken of certeyn drynk, 
where of anon thei fcholden be.dronken. And 
thanne wolde hem thinken gretter delyt, than 
thei hadden before. And than wolde he feye 
to hem, that zif thei wolde dyen for him and 
for his love, that aftir hire Dethe, thei {cholde 
come to his ‘Paradys; and thei {cholde ben 
of the age of the Damyfeles, and thei {cholde 

pleyen with hem, and zit ben Maydenes. 

And aftir that, zit fcholde he putten hem in 

a fayrere Paradys, where that thei fchold fee 

God of Nature vifibely, in his Mageftee and 
in his Bliffe. And than wolde he fchewe hem 
nis entent, and feye hem, that zif thei wolde 
go fle fuche a Lord or fuche a man, that was 
us Enemye or contrarious to his lift, that thei 
icholde not drede to don it, and for to be flayn 
therefore hemfelf: for aftir hire Dethe, he 
wolde putten hem into another Paradys, that 
was 
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was an 100 fold fairere than ony of the to- 
there: and there fchode thei dwellen with 
the moft faireft Damytelles that myghte be, 
and pley with hem ever more. And thus 
wenten many dyverfe lufty Bacheleres for to 
fle grete Lords, in dyverfe Countrees, that 
weren his enemyes, and maden hem felf to 
ben flayn,in hope to have that Paradys. And 
thus often tyme, he was revenged of his ene- 
myes, be his fotylle difceytes and falfe Cau- 
teles. And whan the worthi men of the Con- 
tree hadden perceyved this fotylle falfhod of 
this Gatholonabes, thei affembled hem with 
force, and affayleden his Caftelle, and flowen 
him, and deftroyden alle the fair places, and 
alle the nobletees of that Paradys. The place 
of the Welles and of the Walles and of many 
other thinges, ben zit apertly fene: but the 
ticheffe is voydedclene. And it is not longe 
gon, fithe that place was deftroyed. 
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Cap. XXVIII. 


Of the Develes Hede m the Valeye peri- 
lous; and of the Cuftoms of folk im 
dyverfe Yles, that ben abouten, in the 
Lordjchipe of Preftré John. 


PVESYDE that Yle of Mifforak, upon 
A } the left fyde, nyghe to the Ryvere of 
P hifi, is a marveylous thing. There is a 
Vale betwene the Mountaynes, that durethe 
nyghe a 4 Myle: and fummen clepen it the 
Vale enchaunted; fome clepen it the Vale of 
Develes, and fome clepen it the Vale perilous. 
In that Vale, heren men often tyme grete 
Tempeftes and Thondres and grete Murmures 
and Noyles, alle dayes and nyghtes: and gret 
noyfe, as it were fown of Tabours and of 
Nakeres and Trompes, as thoughe it were of 
a gret felte. This Vale is alle fulle of Develes, 
and hathe ben alle weys. ‘And men feyn 
there, that it is on of the entrees of Helle. 
In that Vale is gret plentee of Gold and Syl- 
ver: wherefore many mys belevynge men, 
and 
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and manye Criftene men alfo, gon in often 
tyme, for to have of the Threioure, that there 
is: but fewe comen azen; and namely of 
the mys belevynge men, ne of the Criftene 
men nouther: for thei ben anon ftrangled of 
Develes. And in mydde place of that Vale, 
undir a Roche, is an Hed and the Vifage of 
a Devyl bodyliche, fulle horrible and dread- 
fulle to fee, and it fchewethe not but the 
Hed, to the Schuldres. But there is no man 
in the World fo hardy, Criftene man ne other, 
but that he wolde ben a drad for to beholde 
it; and that it wolde femen him to dye for 
drede; fo is it hidoufe for to beholde. For 
he beholdethe every man fo fcharply, with 
dreadfulle Eyen, that ben evere more mevynge 
and fparklynge, as Fuyr, and chaungethe and 
{terethe fo often in dyverfe manere, with fo 
horrible Countenance, that no man dar not 
neighen towardes him. And fro him comethe 
out Smoke and Stynk and Fuyr, and fo 
moche Abhomynacioun, that unethe no man 
may there endure. But the gode Criftene 
men, that ben ftable in the Feythe, entren 
welle withouten perile. For thei wil firft 
{chryven hem, and marken hem with the to- 
kene of the Holy Cros; fo that the Fendes 
ne han. no Power over hem. But alle be it 
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that thei ben with outen perile, zit natheles 
ne ben thei not with outen drede, whan that 
thei feen the Develes vifibely and bodyly alle 
aboute hem, that maken fulle many dyverfe 
Affautes and Manaces in Eyr and in Erthe, 
and agaften hem with ftrokes of Thondre 
blaftes and of ‘Fempeftes. And the mofte 
drede is, that God wole taken Vengeance 
thanne, of that men han mys don azen his 
Wille. And zee fchulle undirftonde, that 
whan my Fellows and I weren in that Vale, 
wee weren in gret thought, whether that wee 
durften putten oure Bodyes in aventure, to 
gon in or non, in the proteccioun of God. 
And some of oure Fellowes accordeden to 
enter, and fomme noght. So there weren 
with us 2 worthi men, Frere Menoures that, 
weren of Lombardye, that feyden, that zif 
ony man wolde entren, thei wolde gon in 
with us. And when thei hadden feyd fo, 
upon the gracyous truf{t of God and of hem, 
wee leet’ fynge Maffe, and made every man 
to ben fchryven and houfeld: and thanne wee 
entreden 14 perfonnes; but at oure goynge 
out, wee weren but 9. And fo wee wiften 
nevere, whether that oure Fellowes weren 
loft, or elle turned azen for drede: but wee 
ne faughe hem never after: and tho weren 2 

? men 
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men of Grece and 3 of Spayue. And oure o- 
ther Fellows, that wolden not gon in with us, 
thei wenten by another Cofte, to ben before 
us, and fo thei were. And thus wee paffeden 
that periloufe Vale, and founden thereinne 
Gold and Sylver and precious Stones and riche 
Jewelles gret plentee, both here and there, as 
us femed: but whether that it was, as us 
femede, I wot nere: for I touched none, be- 
caufe that the Develes ben fo fubtyle to make 
athing to feme otherwife than it is, for to 
difceyve mankynde: and therfore I towched 
none; and alfo becaufe that I wolde not ben 
put out of my Devocioun: for | was more 
devout thanne, than evere I was before or 
after, and alle for the drede of Fendes, that I 
faughe in dyverfe Figures; and alfo for the 
oret multytude of dede Bodyes, that I faughe 
there liggynge be the Weye, be alle the Vale, 
as thoughe there had ben a Bataylle betwene 
2 Kynges and the myghtyeft of the Contree, 
and that the gretter partye had ben difcomfy- 
ted and flayn. And I trowe, that unethe 
{cholde ony Contree have fo moche peple 
with in him, as lay flayn in that Vale, asus 
thoughte; the whiche was an hidoufe fight 
to feen. And I merveyHed moche, that there 
weren fo manye, and the Bodyes all hole, 
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with outen rotynge. But I trowe, that Fendes 
made hem femen to ben fo hole, with outen 
rotynge. But that myghte not ben to myn 
avys, that fo manye fcholde have entred fo 
newely, nefo manye newely flayn, with out- 
en ftynkynge and rotynge. And manye of 
hem weren in habite of Criftene men: but I 
trowe wel, that it weren of fuche, that wenten 
in for covetyfe of the Threfoure, that was 
there, and hadden over moche feblenefle in 
Feithe; fo that hire Hertes ne myghte not 
enduren in the Beleve for drede. And ther- 
fore weren wee the more devout a gret del : 
and zit wee weren caft doun and beten down 
many tymes to the hard Erthe, be Wyndes 
and Thondres and Tempeftes: but evere 
more God of his grace halp us: and fo wee 
paffed that perilous Vale, with outen perile 
and with outen encombrance. Thanked be 
alle myghty Godd. 

Aftre this, bezonde the Vale, is a gret Yle, 
where the folk ben grete Geauntes of 28 Fote 
longe or of 30 Fote longe: and thei han no 
Clothinge, but of Skynnes of Beftes, that thei 
hangen upon hem: and thei eten no Breed, 
but alle raw Flefche: and thei drynken Mylk 
of Beftes; for thei han plentee of alle Beftayl- 

le. 


Str John Maundevile, Kt. = 3.45 
Je. And thei have none Houfes, to lyen inne, 
And thei eten more gladly mannes Fleffche, 
thanne ony other Flefche. In to that Yle 
dar no man gladly entren: and zif thei feen a 
Schipp and Men there inne, anon thei entren 
in to the See, for to take hem. 

And men feyden us, that in an Yle bezon- 
de that, weren Geantes of grettere Stature ; 
stime of 45 Fote, or 50 Fote long, and as fome 
men feyn, stime of 50 Cubytes long: but 
Ifaghe none of tho; for I hadde no luft to go 
to tho parties, becaufe that no man comethe 
nouther in to that Yle ne in to the other, 
but zif he be devoured anon. And among 
tho Geauntes ben Scheep, als grete as Oxen 
here; and thei beren gret Wolle and roughe. 
Of the Scheep I have feyn many tymes, And 
men han feyn many tymes tho Geauntes 
taken men in the See out of hire Schippes, 
and broughte hem to lond, 2 in on hond and 
2, in another, etynge hem goynge, alle rawe 
and alle quyk. ~ 

Another Yle is there toward the Northe, 
in the See Occean, where that ben fulle 
crucle and ful evele Wommen of Nature; 
and thei han precious Stones in hire Eyen: 
and thei ben of that kynde, that zif thei 

* beholden 
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* beholden ony man with wratthe, thei flen 
him anon with the beholdynge, as dothe the 
Bafilisk. 

Another Yle is there, fulle fair-and gode 
and gret, and fulle of peple, where the cuftom 
is fuche, that the firfte nyght that thei ben 
maryed, thei maken another man to lye be 
hire Wifes, for to have hire Maydenhode : 
and therfore thei taken gret Huyre and gret 
Thank. And ther ben certeyn men in every 
Town, that ferven of non other thing; and 
thei clepen hem Cadeberiz, that is to feyne, 
the Foles of Wanhope. For thei of the Con- 
tree holden it fo gret a thing and fo perilous, 
for to have the Maydenhode of a Woman, 


that hem femethe that thei that haven firft the 


Maydenhode, puttethe him in aventureof his 
Lif. And zif the Husbonde fynde his Wif 
Mayden, that other next nyghte, after that 
{che {cholde have ben leyn by of the man, that 
is affigned therefore, perauntes for Dron- 
kenefle or for fome other caufe, the Husbon- 
de fchalle pleyne upon him, that he hathe not 


a Plin. L. 7. C.2. In eadem Africa familias quafdam ef- 
fafcinantium, \figonus ex Nymphodorus tradunt, quarum lau- 
datione, intereant Probata, are{cant Arbores, emorianiuy Infan- 
tes. Effe ejufdem generis in Triballis e> Illyriis adjicit Vfigonus, 
qui vifu quogue efafcinent interimantque, quos diutins intuean- 
fur, ivatis pracipue oculis, 


don, 
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don his Deveer, in fuche cruelle wife, as 
thoughe he wolde have him flayn therfore. 
But after the firfte nyght, that thei ben leyn 
by, thei kepen hem fo ftreytely, that thei 
ben not fo hardy to fpeke with no man. And 
Iasked hem the caufe, whi that thei helden 
fuche cuftom: and thei feyden me, that of 
old tyme, men hadden ben dede for deflou- 
rynge of Maydenes, that hadden Serpentes in 
hire Bodyes, that ftongen men upon hire 
Zerdes, that thei dyeden anon: and therfore 
thei helden that cuftom, to make other men, 
ordeyn’d therfore, to lye be hire Wyfes, for 
drede of Dethe, and to aflaye the paflage be 
another, rather than for to putte hem in that 
aventure. 

Aftre that, is another Yle, where that 
Women maken sret Sorwe, whan hire Chil- 
dren ben y born: and whan thei dyen, thei 
maken gret Fefte and gret Joye and Re- 
velle, and thanne thei caften hem in to a gret 
Fuyr brennynge. Andtho that loven wel hire 
Husbondes, zif hire Husbondes ben dede, thei 
caften hem alfo in the Fuyr, with hire Children 
and brennen hem. And thei feyn, that the 
Fuyr {challe clenfen hem of alle filthes and of 
alle Vices, and thei fchulle gon pured and 
elene in to another World, to hire Husbondes, 
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and thei fchulle Ieden hire Children with 
hem. And the caufe whi that they wepen, 
when hire Children ben born, is this, For 
whan thei comen in to this World, thei co- 
men to labour, forwe and hevynefle: And 
whi thei maken ioye and gladneffé at hire 
dyenge, is be caufe that, as thei feyn, thanne 
thei gon to Paradys, where the Ryveres ren- 
nen Mylk and Hony, where that men feen 
hem in ioye and in habundance of. Godes, 
with outen forwe and labour, In that Yle 
men maken hire Kyng evere more be elecciz 
oun: and they ne chefe him nought for no 
Nobleffe ne for no Ricchefle, but fuche an on 
as is of gode maneres and of gode Condici- 
ouns, and therewith alle rightfulle; and alfo 
that he be of gret Age, and that he haye no 
Children. In that Yle men ben fulle righte- 
falle, and thei don rightfulle fuggementes in 
every caufe, bothe of riche and pore, fimale 
and grete, aftre the quantytee of the trefpas 
that is mys don. And the Kyng may nought 
deme no man to Dethe, with outen affent of 
his Barouns and other wyie men of Contfeille, 
and that alle the Court accorde therto. And 
zif the Kyng him felf do ony Homycydie or 
ony Cryme, as to fle a man, or ony fuche 


cas, he {challe dye therefore; but he {challe 
not 
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not be flayn, as another man, but men fchulle 
defende in peyne of Dethe, that no man be fo 
hardy to make him Companye, ne to {peke 
with hym, ne that no man zeve him ne {elle 
him ne ferve him nouther of Mete ne Drynk: 
and fo {challe he dye in myfchef. Thei {pare 
no man that hath trefpaced, nouther for love 
ne for favour ne for riccheffe ne for Nobleffe, 
but that he {challe have aftre that he hathe 
don. 

Bezonde that Yle, is another Yle, where is 
sret multytude of Folk; and thei wole not for 
nothing eten Flefche of Hares, ne of Hennes, 
ne of Gees: and zit thei bryngen forthe 
now, for to feen hem and to beholden hem 
only. But thei eten Flefche of alle other 
Beftes, and drynken Mylk. In that Contre, 
thei taken hire Doughtres and hire Suftres to 
here Wyfes, and hire othere Kynnefw6men. 
And zif there ben ro or 12 men or mo dwel- 
lynge in an Hows, the Wif of everyche of 
hem {challe ben comoun to hem allie, that 
duellen in that Hows; fo that every man may 
liggen with whom he wole of hem, ono 
nyght, and with another another nyght. And 
zif {che have ony Child, {che may zeve it to 
what man {che lift, that hathe companyed 
with hire; fo that no man knoweth there, 
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whether the Child be his or anotheres. And 
zif ony man feye to hem, that thei norif{chen 
other mennes Children, thei anfweren, that 
fo don other men hires. In that Contre and 
be alle Yuzde, ben gret plentee of Cokodrilles, 
that is a maner of a long Serpent, as I have 
feyd before. And in the nyght, thei dwellen 
in the Watir, andon the day, upon the Lond, 
in Roches and Caves. Andthei ete no mete 
in alle the Wynter: but thei lyzn as ina 
Drem, as don the Serpentes. ‘Theife Serpen- 
tcs flen men, and thei eten hem wepynge: 
and whan thei eten,; thei meven the over Jowe, 
and noughte the nether Jowe; and thei have 
no Tonge. In that Contree, and in many o- 
ther bezonde that, and alfo in manye on this 


half, men putten in werke the Sede of Co- 


toun: and theifowen it every Zeer, and than 
erowethe it in {male Trees, that beren Co- 
toun. And fo don men every Zeer; fo that 
there is plentee of Cotoun, at alle tymes. 
Item, in this Yle and in many other, there 
is a manner of Wode, hard and ftrong: who 
fo coverethe the Coles of that Wode undir 
the Affches there offe, the Coles wil duellen 
and abyden alle quyk, a Zere or more. .And 
that ‘I're hathe many Leves, as the Gynypre 
hathe. And there ben alfo many Trees, that 

: of 
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of nature thei wole never brenne ne rote in 
no manere. And there ben Note Trees, that 
beren Notes, als grete as a Mannes Hed. 
There alfo ben many Beftes, that ben clept 
Orafles. In Arabye, thei ben clept Ger- 
fauntz; that is a Beft pomelee or {potted ; 
that is but a litylle more highe, than is a 
Stede: but he hathe the Necke a 20 Cubytes 
long: and his Croup and his Tayl is as of an 
Hert: and he may loken over a gret highe 
Hous. And there ben alfo in that Contree 
manye Camles, that is a lytille Beft as a 
Goot, that is wylde, and he lyvethe be the 
yr, and etethe nought ne drynkethe nought 
at notyme. -And he chaungethe his colour 
often tyme: for men feen him often {cithes, 
now in o colour and now in another colour: 
and he may chaunge him in to alle maner of ' 
coloures that him lift, faf only in to red and 
white. There ben alfo in that Contree paf- 
fynge gtete Serpentes, stime of 120 Fote 
long, and thei ben of dyverfe coloures, as 
rayed, rede, grene and zalowe, blewe and 
blake and alle fpekelede. And there ben o- 
there, that han Creftes upon hire Hedes: and 
thei gon upon hire Feet upright: and thei 
ben wel a4 Fadme gret or more: and thei 
duellen alle weye in Roches or in Moun- 

taynes: 
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taynes: and thei han alle wey the Throte 
open, of whens thei droppen Venym alle 
weys. And there ben alfo wylde Swyn, of 
many coloures, als grete as ben Oxen in oure 
Contree, and thei ben alle ipotted, as ben 
zonge Fownes. And there benalfo Urchounes, 
als grete as wylde Swyn here. Wee clepen 
hem Porzz de Spyze. Andthere ben Lyouns 
alle whyte, gretand myghty. And there ben 
alfo of other Beftes, als grete and more gret- 
ter than is ba Deffrere: and men clepen hem 
Loerancz: and jum men clepen hem Odez- 
thos: and thei han a blak Hed and 3 longe 
Hornes trenchant in the Front, icharpe as a 
Sword; andthe Body is {clender. And he is 
a fulle felonous Beft: and he chacethe and 
fleethe the Olifaunt. There ben alfo manye 
other Beftes, fulle wykked and cruelle, that 
ben not mocheles more than a Bere: and thei 
han the Hed lyche a Bore; and thei han 6 
Feet: and on every Foote 2 large Clawes 
trenchant: And the Body is lyche a Bere, 
and the Tayl asa Lyoun. And there ben 
alfo Myfe, als grete as Houndes; and zalowe 
Myfe, als grete as Ravenes. And there ben 
Gees alle rede, thre fithes more gret than oure 
here: and thei han the Hed, the Necke and 
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the Breft alle blak. And many other dyverfe 
Beftes ben in tho Contrees, and elle where 
there abouten: and manye dyverfe Briddes 
alfo ; of the whiche, it were to longe for to 
telle zou: and therefore I pafle over at this 


tyme. 
POLILOL OL OLOLO LOLOL OL OL O LOLOL OL OLOLOLO: 


Cap. XXIX, 


Of the Godeneffe of the folk of the YTe 
of Bragman. Of Kyng Alifandre: 
and wherfore the Emperour of Ynde 
is clept Preftre John. 


ND bezonde that Yle, is another Yle, 
A gret and gode, and plentyfous, where 
that ben gode folk and trewe, and of gode 
lyvynge, aftre hire Beleve, and of gode 
.Feythe. And alle be it that thei ben not crift- 
ned, ne have no perfyt Lawe, zit natheles of 
kyndely Lawe, thei ben fulle of alle Vertue, 
and thei efchewen alleVices and alle Malicesand 
alleSynnes. For thei ben not proudenecovey- 
tous ne envyous ne wrathefulle ne glotouns 
ne leccherous; ne thei don to no man other 
wife than thei wolde that other men diden to 
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hem: and in this poynt, thei fullefillen the 
to Commandementes of God: and thei-zive 
no charge of Aveer ne of Riccheffe: and thei 
lye not, ne thei fwere not, for non occafi- 
oun; but thei feyn fymply, ze and nay. For 

thei feyn, He that {werethe, will difceyve his 

Neyghbore: and therfore alle that thei don, 

thei donit with outen Othe. And menclepen 

that Yle, the Yle of Bragman: and somemeti 

clepen it the Lond of Feythe. And thorgh 

that Lond, rennethe a gret Ryvere, that is 

clept Thebe. And in generalle, alle the men 

of tho Yles and of alle the Marches there a- 

bouten, ben more trewe than in ony othere 

Contrees there abouten, and more righte fulle 

than othere, in alle thinges. In that Yle is 

no Thief, ne Mordrere, ne comoun Woman, 

ne pore beggere; ne nevere was man flayn in 

thatContrec.. And thei ben fo chaft, and le- 

den fo gode lif, as tho thei weren religious 

imen: and thei faften alle dayes: And becaufe- 

thei ben fo trewe and fo rightfulle and fo fulle 

of alle gode condiciouns, thei weren nevere 

greved with Tempeftes ne with Thondre ne 

with Leyt ne with Hayl ne with Peftylence 

ne with Werre ne with Hungre ne with nor 

other tribulaccioun, as wee ben many tymes 

| @monges us; for oure Synnes, Wherfore it 
femethe 
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femethe wel, that God lovethe hem and is 


plefed with hire Creance, for hire gode De- 
des. Thei belevén wel in God, that made 
alle thinges; and him thei worfchipen. And 
thei preyfen non erthely Riccheffe; and fo 
thei ben alle right falle. And thei lyven fulle 
ordynatly, and fo fobrely in Met and Drynk, 
that thei lyven right longe. And the moft 
part of hem dyen with outen Sykneffe, whan 
nature faylethe hem for elde. And it befelle 
in Kyng Alifandres tyme, that he purpofed 
him to conquere that Yle, and to maken hem 
to holden of him. And whan thei of the 
Contre hetden it, thei fenten Mefiangeres to 
him with Lettres, that feyden thus, Whar 
may ben y now to that man, to whom alle the 
World is infuffifant: thou fchale fynde no 
thing in us, that may caufe the to warren a- 
zenft us: for wee have no Riccheffe, ne none 
wee coveyten: and alle the Godes of our Con- 
tree ben in comoun. Oure Mete, that we 
fufteyne with alle oure Bodyes, is oure Ric- 
chefle: and in fiede of trefoure of Gold and 
Sylver, wee maken oure Trefoure of Accord 
and Pees, and for to love every man other. 
And for to apparaylle with oure Bodyes, wee 
ufena fely litylle Clout, for to wrappen in oure 
Careynes. Oure Wyfes ne ben not arrayed 
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for to make no man plefance, but only con- 
nable. Array, for to efchewe Folye. Whan 
men peynen hem to arraye the Body, for to 
make it femen fayrere than God made it, thei 
don gret Synne. For man {cholde not devife 
ne aske grettre Beautee, than God hath ordeyn- 
ed man to ben at his Birthe. The Erthe 
mynyfirethe tous 2 thinges; oure Liflode, that 
comethe of the Erthe that wee lyve by, and 
oure Sepulture aftre oure Dethe. Wee have 
ben in perpetuelle Pees tille now, that thou 
come to difherite us; and alfo wee have a 
Kyng, nought for to do Juftice to every man; 
for he {challe fynde no forfete amonge us; 
but for to kepe nobleffe, and for to {chewe 
that wee ben obeyffant, wee have a Kyng. 
For Juftice ne hathe not among us no place: 
for wee don no man other wife than wee de- 
_firen that men don to us; fo that rightwil-: 
neffe ne Vengeance han nought to don amon- 
ges us; fo that no thing thou may take fro 
us, but oure gode Pes, that alle weys hathe 
dured amongeus. And whan Kyng /z/an- 
dre had rad theife Lettres, he thoughte that 
he icholde do gretSynne, for to trouble hem: 
and thanne AN fente hem Surteez, that thei 
icholde not ben aferd of him, and that thei 
icholde Kepen hire gode maneres and hire 

code 
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gode Pees, as thei hadden ufled before of 
cuftom; and fo he let hem allone. 

Another Yle there is, that men clepen Ox;- 
arate; and another Yle, that men clepen Gy- 
nofophe, where there is alfo gode folk, and 
fulle of gode Feythe: and thei holden for the 
moft partye, the gode condiciouns and cu- 
{toms and gode maneres, as men of the Con- 
tree above feyd: but thei gon alle naked. 
In to that Yle entred Kyng Azfandre, to fee 
the manere. And when he faughe hire gret 
Feythe and hire Trouthe, that was amonges 
hem, he feyde that he wolde not greven hem: 
and bad hem aske of him, what that they 
wolde have of hym, Ricchefle or ony thing 
elles; and thei {cholde have it with gode 
wille. And thei anfwerden, that he was riche 
y now, that hadde Mete and Drynke to fu- 
{fteyne the Body with. For the Ricchefle of 
this World, that is tranfitorie, is not worthe: 
but zif it were in his power to make hem in- 
mortalle, there of wolde thei preyen him, and 
thanken him. And Aiifandre anfwerde hem, 
that it was not in his powere to don it; be- 
-caufe he was mortelle, as thei were. And 
thanne thei asked him, whi he was fo proud 
and {o fierce and {fo befy, for to puttenalle the 
World undre his fubjeccioun, righte as thon 
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were a God; and haft no terme of this lif; 
neither day ne hour; and wylneft to have 
alle the World at thi commandement, that 
{challe leve the with outen. fayle, or thou 
leve it. And righte as it hathe ben to other. 
men before the, righte fo it {challe ben to o- 
there aftre the: and from hens {chal tow bere 
no thyng; but as thou were born naked, 
righte fo alle naked {challe thi Body ben turn- 
ed in to Erthe, that thou were made of. 
Wherfore thou fcholdeft thenke and impreffe 
it in thi mynde, that nothing is inmortalle, 
but only God, that made alle thing. Be the 
whiche anfwere, 4/z/andre was gretly afto- 
neyed and abayft; and alle confufe departe 
fr6 hem. And alle be it that theyfe folk han 
not the Articles of oure Fythe, as wee han, 
natheles for hire gode Feythe naturelle, and 
for hire gode entent, I trowe fulle, that God 
lovethe hem, and that God take hire Servyfe 
to gree, right as he did of ‘fob, that was a 
Paynem, and held him for his trewe Servaant. 
And therfore alle be it that there ben many 
dyverfe Lawes in the World, zit I trowe, that 
God lovethe alweys hem that loven him, and 
ferven him mekely in trouthe: and namely, 
hem that we the veyn Glorie of this 
World; as this folk don, and.as 706 did alfo: 
and 
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and therfore feyde oure Lorde, be the mouthe 
of Ozee the Prophete, Ponam eis multipli- 
ces Leges meas. And alfo in another place, 
Qui totum Orbem fubdit fuis Legibus. And 
alfo our Lord feythe in the Gofpelle, A/zas 
Oves habeo, gue non funt ex hoc Ovili: that 
is to feyne, that he hadde othere Servauntes, 
than tho that ben undre Criftene Lawe. And 
to that acordethe the Avifioun, that feynt 
Petir faughe at Jaffe, how the Aungel cam 
from Hevene, and broughte before him diverfe 
Beftes, as Serpentes and other crepynge Be- 
{tes of the Erthe, and of other alfo gret plen- 
tee, and bad him take and ete. And Seynt 
Petir anfwerde; 1 ete never, quoth he, of 
unclene Beftes. And thanne feyde the Aun- 
selle, Nox dicas inmuuda, que Deus munda- 
vit. And that was in tokene, that no man 
{cholde have in defpite non erthely man, for 
here diverfe Lawes: for wee knowe not 
whom God lovethe, ne whom God hatethe. 
And for that enfample, whan men feyn, De 
profundis, thei feyn it in comoun and in gene- 
ralle, with the Criftene, pro animabus omnium 
defunttorum, pro quibus fit orandum. And 
therfore feye I of this folk, that ben fo trewe 
and fo feythefulle, that God lovethe hem. For 
he hathe amonges hem many of the Prophe- 
Aa 4 | TES. 
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tes, and alle weye hathe had. And in tho 
Yles, thei prophecyed the Incarnacioun of 
oure Lord Jefu Crift, how he fcholde ben 
born of a Mayden; 3000 Zeer or more, or 
oure Lord was born of the Virgyne Marie. 
And thei beleeven wel in the Incarnacioun, 
and that fulle perfitely : but thei knowe not 
the manere, how he fuffred his Paffioun and 
Dethe for us. 

And bezonde theife Yles, there is another 
Yle, that is clept Pytax. The folk of that 
Contree ne tyle not, ne laboure not the 
Exthe: for thei * eten no manere thing: and 
thei ben of gode colour, and of faire {chap, 
aftre hire gretneffe: but the {male ben as 
Dwerghes; but not fo litylle, as ben the Pig- 
meyes. Theife men lyven be the {melle of 
wylde Apples: and whan thei gon ony fer 
weye, thei beren the Apples with hem. For 
zif thei hadde loft the favour of the Apples, 
thei fcholde dyen anon. Thei ne bennot fulle 


refonable: but thei ben fymple and befty- 
alle. | 


a Plin. L. 7. C. 2. Ad extremos fines India, ab-Oriente, cir- 
ca fontem Gangis, Affomorum gentem fine ore, corpore toto hyr- 
tam veftiri frondium lanugine, halitu tantum viventem co odore 
quem naribus trahant. Nullum illis Cibum nullumque Potum : 
tantum Radicum florumague varios odores ex Sylveftrium Malorum, 
gua fecum portant longiore itinere ne, defit Olfatlus: graviore 
paulo odore baud difficulter exanimari, 
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Aftre that, isanother Yle, where the folk © 
ben alle skynned roughe Heer, as a rough 
Beft, faf only the Face and the Pawme of the 
Hond. Theife Folk gon als wel undir the 
Watir of the See, as thei don above the Lond, 
alle drye: And thei eten bothe Fleffche and 
Fiffche alle raughe. In this Yle is a gret 
Ryvere, that is wel a 2 Myle and an half of 
brede, that is clept ° Beumare. And fro that 
Riyere a 15 journeys in lengthe, goynge be 
the Defertes of the tother fyde of the Ryvere, 
(whofo myght gon it, for,I was not there: 
but it was told us of hem of the Contree, 
that with inne tho Defertes) weren the Trees 
of the Sonne, and of the Mone, that fpaken 
to Kyng A faudre, and warned him of his 
Dethe. And men feyn, that the folk thar 
kepen tho Trees, and eten of the Frute and 
of the Bawme that growethe there, lyven wel 
400 Zeere or 500 Zeere, be vertue of the Frut 
and of the Bawme. For men feyn, that 
Bawme growethe there in gret plentee, and 
no where elles, faf only at Babyloyne, as I 
have told zou before. Wee wolde han gon 
toward.the Trees. fulle gladly, zif wee had 
myght: but I trowe, that 100000 men of 
Armes myghte not paflen tho Defertes fafly, 
b Weman. La 
for 
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for the gret multytude of wylde Beftes, and. 
of grete Dragouns, and of grete Serpentes, 
that there ben, that flen and devouren alle 
that comen aneyntes hem. In that Contre 
ben manye white Olifantes with outen nom- 
bre, and of Unycornes, and of Lyouns of 
many maneres, and many of fuche Beftes, that 
I have told before, and of many other hy- 
doufe Beftes with outen nombre. 

Many othere Yles there ben in the Lond 
of Prefire Fohn, and many grete Mervey- 
les, that weren to long to tellen alle, bothe 
of his Riccheffe, and of his Nobleffe, and of 
the gret plentee alfo of precious Stones, that ’ 
he hathe. I trowe that zec knowe wel y 


- now, and have herd feye, wherefore this Em- 


perour is clept Preffre ohn. But nathales 
for hem that knowen not, I {challe feye zou 
the caufe. It was fomtyme an Emperour there, 
that was a worthi and a fulle noble Prynce, 
that hadde Criftene Knyghtes in his compa- 
nye, as he hathe that is now. So it befelle, 
that he hadde gret lift for to fee the Service in 
the Chirche, among Criftenmen. And than 
dured Criftendom bezonde the See, alle Tur- 
kye, Surrye, Tartarie, ‘ferufalem, Paleflynes, 
Arabye, Halappee, and alle the Lond of E- 


gypte. So it befelle, that this Emperour cam, 
with. 
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with a Criftene Knyght with him, into a Chir- 
che in Egypt: and it was the Suterday in 
Wytt fon woke. And the Bifhop made ordres. 
And he beheld and liftend the fervyfe fulle 
tentyfly: And he askede the Criftene Knyght, 
what men of Degree thei {cholden ben, that 
the Prelate had before him. And the Knyght 
anfwerde and feyde, that thei fcholde ben Pre- 
ftes. And than the Emperour feyde, that he 
wolde no longer ben clept Kyng ne Empe- 
rour, but Preeft; and that he wolde have the 
name of the firft Preeft, that wente out of 
the Chirche: and his name was ‘fohn. And 
fo evere more fithens, he is clept Prefire 
‘Fobn. 
~ In his Lond ben manye Criftene men of 
gode Feythe and of gode Lawe; and namely 
of hem of the fame Contree; and han co- 
mounly hire Preftes, that fyngen the Meffe, 
and maken the Sacrement of the Awtier of 
Bred, right as the Grekes don: but thei 
feyn not fo many thinges at the Mefle, as 
men don here. For thei feyenot but only thar, 
that the Apoftles feyden, as oure Lord taughte 
hem: righte as feynt Peter and feynt Thomas 
and the other Apoftles fongen the Meffe, fey- 
enge the Pater-nofler, and the wordes of the 
Sacrement. But wee have many mo addici- 
| | ouns, 
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ouns, that dyverfe Popes han made, that thei 
ne knowe not offe. 
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OOF ae, OF OLE: 


Of the Eilles of Gold, that Piffemyres 
kepen: and of the 4 Flodes, that co- 
men from Paradys terreltre. 


OWARD the Eft pattye of Prefire 
Fobnes Lond, is an Yle gode and gret, 

that men clepen Taprobane, that is fulle no- 
ble and fulle fru@uous: and the Kyng there- 
of is fulle ryche, and is undre the obeyflance 
of Prefire Fobn. And alle weys there thei 
make hire Kyng be Eleccyoun. In that Ie 
ben 2 Someres and 2 Wyntres; and men her- 
veften the Corn twyes a Zeer. And in alle 
the Cefouns of the Zeer ben the Gardynes 
florifht. There dwellen gode folk and refo- 
nable, and manye Criftene men amonges hem, 
that ben fo riche, that thei wyte not what to 
done with hire Godes. Of olde tyme, whan 
men paffed from the Lond of Prefire Fohu 
unto that Yle, men maden ordynance for to 
pafle by Schippe, 23 dayes or more: but now 
men 
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men paffen by Schippe in 7 dayes. And men 
may fee the botme of the See in many pla- 
ces: for it is not fulle depe. 

Befyde that Yle, toward the Eft, ben 2 other 
Yles: and men clepen that on Orz//e, and 
that other Argyte; of the whiche alle the 
Lond is Myne of Gold and Sylver. And 
tho Yles ben right where that the rede See 
departethe fro the See Occean. And in tho 
Yles men feen ther no Sterres fo clerly as in 
other places: for there apperen no Sterres, 
but only o clere Sterre, that men clepen Ca- 
wapos. And there is not the Mone feyn in 
alle the Lunacioun, laf only the feconde guar- 
teroun. Inthe Yle alfo of this Taprobane, 
ben grete Hilles of Gold, that ¢ Piffemyres 
kepen fulle diligently. And thei fynen the 
pured Gold, and caften away the unpured. 
And theife Piffemyres ben grete as Houndes: 
fo that no man dar come to tho Hilles: for 
the Piffemyres wolde affaylen hem and de- 
vouren hem anon; fo that no man may gete 
of that Gold, but be egret fleighte. And ther- 
fore whan it is gret hete, the Piflemyres re- 
ften hem in the Erthe, from pryme of the 


c Plin. L.11. C.31. Indice Formice——Aurum ex cavernis 
egerunt terra—mIpfis autem color Felinm, magnitude Zigypti Lu- 
poram. 
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Day in to Noon: and than the folk of the 
Contree taken Camayles, Dromedaries and 
Hors and other Beftes, and gon thidre, and 
chargen hemin alle hafte that thei may. And 
aftre that thei fleen awey, in alle hafte that 
the Beftes may go, or the Piflemyres comen 
out of the Erthe. And in other tymes, whan 
it is not fo hote, and that the Piffemyres ne 
reften hem not in the Erthe, than thei geten 
Gold be this Sotyltee; Thei taken Mares; 
that han zonge Coltes or Foles, and. leyn 
upon the Mares voyde Veflelles made ther- 
fore; and thei ben alle open abeven, and 
hangynge lowe to the Erthe: and thanne thei 
fende forth tho Mares, for to pafturen aboute 
tho Hilles, and with holden the Foles with 
hem at home. And whan the Piffemyres fen 
tho Veffelles, thei lepen in anon, and thei 
han this kynde, that thei lete no thing ben 
empty among hem, but anon theifillen it, be 
it what maner of thing that it be: and fo 
thei fillen tho Veffelles with Gold. «And 
whan that the folk fuppofen, that the Vef: 
felle ben fulle, thei putten forthe anon the 
zonge Foles, and maken hem to nyzen aftre 


hire Dames; and than anon the Mares retor- 
nen towardes hire Foles, with hire charges of 


Gold: and than men difchargen hem, and 
geten 


ine 
Volant gainer 
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Seten Gold y now be this foryltee. For the 
Piffemyres wole fuffren Beftes to gon and 
pafturen amonges hem; but no man in no 
wyte. | 

And Bezonde the Lond and the Yles and 
the Defertes of Prefire fohnes Lord{chipe, 
in goynge ftreyght toward the Eft, men fynde 
nothing but Mountaynes and Roches fulle 
grete: and there is the derke Regyoun, where 
no man may fee, nouther be day ne be 
nyght, as thei of the Contree feyn. And that 
Defert, and that place of Derkneffe, duren 
fro this Coft unto Paradys terreftre; where 
that Adam oure foremeft Fader, and Eve 
weren putt, that dwelleden there but lytylle 
while; and that is towards the Eft, at the 
begynnynge of the Erthe. But that is not 
that Eft, that wee clep oure Eft, on this half, 
where the Sonne rifethe to us: for whenne 
the Sonne is Eft in tho partyes, toward Para- 
dys terrefire, it is thanne mydnyght in oure 
prties o this half, for the rowndeneffe of the 
Erthe, of the whiche I have towched to zou 
before. For oure Lord God made the Erthe 
alle round, in the mydde place of the Firma- 
ment. And there as Mountaynes and Hilles 
ben, and Valeyes, that is not but only of Noes 
Flode, that waited the fofte ground and the 


I tendre, 


wa ka 
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tendre, and felle doun into Valeyes: and 
the harde Erthe, and the Roche abyden 
Mountaynes, whan the foft Erthe and téndre 
wax nefiche, threghe the Water, and felle and 


becamen Valeyes. 

Of Paradys ne can not I {peken propurly : 
for I was not there. It is fer bezonde; and 
that forthinkethe me: and alfo I was not 
worthi. But as I have herd feye of wyle men 
bezonde, I {challe telle zou with gode Wille. 
Paradys terrefire, as wile men feyn, is the 
higheft place of Erthe, that is in alle the World: 
and it is fo .highe, thatit touchethenyghe to the 
cercle of the Mone, there asthe Mone makethe 
hire torn. For{cheis fo highe, that the Flode of 


Noe ne myght not come to hire, that wolde 


have covered alle the Erthe of the World alle 
aboute, and abeven and benethen, faf Para- 
dys only allone. And this Paradys is enclofed 
alle aboute witha Walle; and men wyte not 
wherofitis. For the Walles ben covered alle 
over with Moffe; as it femethe. And it fe- 
methe not that the Walle is Ston of Nature. 
And that Walle ftrecchethe fro the Southe to 
the Northe; and it hathe not but on entree, 
that is clofed with Fyre brennynge; fo that 
no man, that is mortalle, ne dar not entren. 


And in the mofte.highe place of Pardys, 
evene 
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~evene in the myddel place, is a Welle, that 
‘caftethe out the 4 Flodes, that rennen be dy- 
verle Londes: of the whiche, the firft is clept 
Phifou or Ganges, that is alle on; and it 
rennethe thorghe out 2zde or Emlak: in the 
whiche Ryvere ben manye precioufe Stones, 
and mochel of Ligui Aloes, and moche gra- 
velle of Gold. And that other Ryvere is clept 
Nilus or Gyfon, that gothe be Exrhiope, and 
aftre be Egypt. And that other is clept 72- 
gris, that rennethe be Afirye and be Arme- 
mye the grete. And that other is clept /z- 
frate, that rennethe alfo be Medee and be 
Armonye and be Perfye. And men there 
bezonde feyn, that all the fwete Watres of 
the World aboven. and benethen; taken hire 
begynnynge of the Welle of Paradys: and 
out of that Welle, alle Watres comen and 
gon. ‘The firfte Ryvere is clept Phz/on, that 
is to feyne in hire langage, Afflemblee: For 
manye othere Ryveres meten hem there, and 
gon in to that Ryvere. And fum men clepen 
it Ganges ; for a Kyng that was in 2mde; that 
highte Gaugeres, and that it ran thorge out 
his Lond. And that Water is in fum place 
clere, and in fum place trouble; in {um place 
hoot, and in fum place cold... The feconde 
Ryvere is clept Nz/us or Gyfon: for it is alle 
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weye trouble: and Gy/éz, in the langage of 
Ethiope, is to feye trouble; and in the lan« 
gage of Egipt alfo. The thridde Ryveres 
that is clept Zzgrzs, is as moche for to feye 
as fafte rennynge: for-he rennethe more fafte 
than ony of the tother. . And alfo there is a 
Beft, that is cleped Zzgrzs, that is fafte ren- 
nynge. The fourthe Ryvere is clept Eufrates, 
that is to feyne, wel berynge: for there grow- 
en manye Godes upon that Ryvere, as Cornes, 
Frutes, and othere Godes y nowe plentee. 
And zce {fchulle undirftonde, that no man 
that is mortelle, ne may not approchen to that 
Paradys. For be Londe no man may go for 
wylde beftes, that ben in the Defertes, and 
for the highe Mountaynés and gret huge 
Roches, that no man may pafle by, for the 
derke places that ben there, and that manye: 
And bethe Ryveres may no man go; for the 
water rennethe fo rudely and fo {charply, be- 
caufe that it comethe doun fo outrageoufly 
from the highe places aboven, that it ren- 
nethe in fo grete Wawes, that no Schipp may 
not rowe ne feyle azenes it: and the Watre 
rorethe fo, and makethe fo huge noyfe, and 
fo gret tempeft, that no man may here other 
in the Schipp, thoughe he cryede with alle 


the craft that he cowde, in the hyefte voysthat 
he 
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he myghte. Many egrete Lordes han affayed 
with gret wille many tymes for to paffen be 
tho Ryveres toward Paradys, with fulle grete 
Companyes: but thei myghte not fpeden in 
hire Viage; and manye dyeden for wery- 
neffe of rowynge azen{t tho ftronge Wawess 
and many of hem becamen blynde, and many 
deve, for the noyfe of the Water: and stime 
weren perif{cht and lofte, with inne the 
Wawes: So that no mortelle man may appro- 
che to that place, with outen {pecyalle grace 
of God: fo that of that place I can feye zou 
no more. And therfore I {challe holde me 
ftille, and retornen to that that I have feen. 
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Of thé Cufloms of Kynges, and othere 
that dwellen in thé Yles coftynge to 
Preftre Johnes Lond. And of the 
Worfchipe, that the Sone dothe to the 
Fader, whan he is dede 
{ROM tho Yles, that I have fpoken of 

before, in the Lond of Preffre ‘fobn, 


that ben undre Erthe as to us, that ben o 
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this half and of other Yles, that ben more 


furthere bezonde; who fo wil, purfuen hem, 
for to comen azen right to the parties that he 
cam fro; and fo environne alle Erthe: but 
what for the Yles, what for the See, ‘and 
what for ftrong rowynge, fewe folk aflayen 
for to paflen that paffage; alle be it that men 
myghte don it wel, that myght ben of pow- 
er to dreffe him thereto ;'as I have feyd zou 
before. And therfore men returnen from tho 
Yles abovefeyd, be other Yles coftynge fro 
the Lond of Prefire Yobu. And thanne co- 
men men in returnynge to an Yle; that is 
clept Ceffou: and that Yle hathe wel 60 jor- 
neyes in lengthe, and more then 50 in brede. 
This is the befte Yle, and the befte Kyng- 
dom, that is in alle tho partyes, our taken 
Cathay. And zif the Merchauntes ufeden als 
moche that Contre as thei don Cathay, it 
wolde ben better than Cathay, in a tchort 
while. . This Contree is fulle wel enhabyted, - 
ind fo fulle of Cytees, and of gode Townes, 
and enhabyted with peple, that whan a man 
gothe out of o Cytee, men feen another Cy- 
tee, evene before hem: and that is what par- 
tye that a man go, in alle that Contfee. In 
that Yle is oret plentee of alle Godes for to 
lyve with, and of alle manere of Spices. And 

I there 
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there ben grete Foreftes of Chefteynes. The 
Kyng.of that. Yle is fulle ryche and fulle 
myghty: and natheles he holt his Lond of 
the grete Chane, and is obeyffant to hym. 
For it is on of the 12 Provynces, that the 
gret Chane hathe under him, with onten his 
propre Lond, and with outen other leffe 
Yiles, that he hathe: for he hathe fulle 
manye. 

From that Kyngdom comen men, in re- 
turnynge, to another Yle, that is clept Ry- 
bothe : and it is alfo under the grete Chane. 
That is a fulle gode Contree, and fulle plen- 
tefous of alle Godes and of Wynes and Frut, 
and alle other Riccheffe. And the folk of 
that Contree han none Howes: but thei dwel- 
len and lyggen alle under Tentes, made of 
black Ferne, by alle the Contree.. And the 
princypalle Cytee, and the moft royalle, is 
alle walled with black {ton and white. And 
alle the Stretes alfo ben pathed of the fame 
Stones. In that Cytee is no man fo hardy, 
to {chede Blode of no man, ne of no Beft, 
for the reverence of an Ydole, that is wor- 
{chipt there. _And in that Yle dwellethe the 
Pope of hire Lawe, that they clepen Lodba//y. 
This Lobaffy zevethe alle the Benefices, and 
alle other Dignytees, and alle other thinges, 
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that belongen to the Ydole. And alle the 
that holden ony thing of hire Chirchées, Re- 
ligious and othere, obeyen to him; as men 
don here to the Pape of Kome. 

In that Yle thei hana Cuftom, be alle the 
Contree, that whan the Fader is ded of ony. 
man, and the Sone lift to do gret Worfthipe 
to his Fader, he fendethe to alle his Frendes, 
and to alle his Kyn, and for. re ligious men 
and Preeftes, and for Mynttralle alfo, gret 
plentee. And thanne men beren the, dede 
Body unto a gret Hille, with gret joye and 
folempnyte. And when thei han brought ic 
thider, the chief Prelate fmytethe of the 
Hede, and leythe it upon a gret platere of 
Gold and of Sylver, zif fo be he be a riche 


_man; and than he takethe the Hede to the 


Sone: and thanne the Sone and his other 
Kyn fyngen and feyn manye Orifouns: and 
thanne the Preftes, and the religious men, 
{myten alle the Body of the dede man in pe- 
ces: and thanne thei feyn certeyn Orifouns. 
And the Fowles of raveyne of alle the Con- 
tree abouten knowen the cuftom of long tyme 
before, and comen fleenge aboven in the Eyr, 
as Egles, Gledes, Rayenes and othere Foules 
of raveyne, ne eten Flefche. And than the. 
Preeftes caften the gobettes of the Flefche ; 

and 
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and than the Foules eche of hem takethe that 
he may, and gothe a litille thens and etethe 
it: and {fo thei don whils ony pece laftethe of 
the dede Body. And aftre that, as Preeftes, 
amonges us fyngen for the dede, Subvenzte 
fantti Dei, &c. right fo the Preeftes fyngen’ 
with highe voys in hire Langage, Behold- 
ethe how fo worthi a man, and how gode | 
a man this was, that the Aungeles of God 
comen for to fechen him, and for to bryngen 
him in to Paradys. And thanne femethe it 
‘to the Sone, that he is highliche worfchipt, 
Whan that manye Briddes and Foules and Ra- 
veyne comen and eten his Fader. And he 
that hathe moft nombre of Foules, is moft 
worfchiped. Thanne the Sone bryngethe 
hoom with him alle his Kyn, and his Frendes, 
and alle the othere to his Hows, and make- 
the lem a gret Fefte. And thanne alle his 
Frendes maken hire avaunt and hire Daly- 
ance, how the Fowles comen thider, here 5, 
here 6, here 10, and there 20, and fo forthe: 
and thei rejoyffen hem hugely for to {peke 
there of. And whan thei ben at Mete, the 
Sone let brynge forthe the Hede of his Fader, 
and there of he zevethe of the Flefche to his 
moft fpecyalle Frendes, in fiede of * Entre 
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Meffe, or a Sukkarke. And of the Brayn 
panne, he letethe make a Cuppe, and there 
of drynkethe he and his other Frendes alfo, 
with gret Devocioun, in remembrance of the 
holy man, that the Aungeles of God han eten. 
And that Cuppe the Sone fchalle kepeé ta 
drynken of, alle his lif tyme, in remembrance» 
of his Fadir: . 
From that Lond, in returnynge be ro jor- 
neys thorge out the Lond of the grete Chane, 
is another, gode Yle, and a gret Kyngdom, 
Where the Kyng is fulle riche and myghty, . 
And amonges the riche men of his Contree, 
is;a, paffynge riche man, that is no Prynce, 
ne Duke ne Erl; but he hathe mo that holden 
of him Londes and other Lordichipes: for he 
ig more riche. For he hathe every. zeer of 
annuelle Rente 300000 Hors charged with 
Corn of dyyerfe Greynes and of Ryzs:. and 
fo he ledethe 3 fulle noble Lif, and a dely- 
cate, aftre the cuftom of the Contree. For 
he hathe every day, 50 -fair Damyieles, alle 
Maydenes, that ferven him everemore at, his 
Mete, and for to lye be hem-o nyght, and 
for to do. with hem that is to his plefance, 
And. whan he is at the Table, thei bryngen 
him hys Mete at every tyme, 5.and 5.to gc- 
dre. And in bryngynge hire Servyfe, thei 
| fyngen 


Str John Maundevile, Kt, 377 
fyngen a Song. And aftre that, thei kutten 
his Mete, and putten it in his Mouthe: for 
he touchethe no thing ne handlethe nought, 
but holdethe evere more his Hondes_be- 
fore him, upon the Table. For he hathe 
fo longe Nayles, that he may take no thing, 
ne handle no thing. For the Nobleffe of that 
Contree is to have longe Nayles, and to make 
hem growen alle weys to ben as longe as men 
may. And there ben manye in that Contree, 
that han hire Nayles fo longe, that thei en- 
vyronne alle the Hond: and that is a gret 
Nobleffe. And the Nobleffe of the Women, 
is for to haven {male Feet and litille: and 
therfore anon as thei ben born, they. leet 
bynde hire Feet fo ftreyte, that thei may not 
srowen half as nature wolde: And alle weys 


theile Damyfeles, that I {pak of beforn, fyn- 


gen alle the tyme that this riche man etethe: 
and whan that he etethe no more of his firfte 
Cours, thanne other 5 and 5 of faire Damy- 
{eles bryngen him his feconde Cours, alle 
weys fyngynge, as thei dide beforn. And fo 
thei don contynuelly every day, to the ende 
of his Mete. And in this manere he ledethe 
his Lif. And fo dide thei before him, that weren 
his Aunceftres ; and fo fchulle thei that co- 
men aftre him, with outen doynge of ony 
Dedes 
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378 The Vowage aud Travaile of 


Dedes of Armes: but lyven evere more thus 
in efe, asa Swyn, that is feddein Sty, for to 
ben made fatte. He hathe a fulle fair Pa- 
lays and fulle riche, where that he dwellethe 
inne: of the whiche, the Walles ben in cyr- 
cuyt 2,.Myle: and he hathe with inne many 
faire Gardynes, and many faire Halles and 
Chambres, and the pawment of his Halles and 
Chambres ben of Gold and Sylver. And in 
the myd place of on of hys Gardynes, is a 
lytylle Mountayne, where there a is litylle 
Medewe: and in that, Medewe, is a litylle >. 
Toothille with Toures and Pynacles, alle of 
Gold: and in that lirylle Toothille wole he 
f{ytten often tyme, for to taken the Ayr and. 
to defporten hym: for that place is made for 
no thing elles, but only for his Defport. 

Fro that Contree men comen be the lond 
of the gtete Chane alfo, that I have {poken, 
of before. 

And zee fchulle undirftonde, that of alle 
theifeContrees, and of alle theife Yles, and of 
alle the dyverfe folk, that I have fpoken of 
before, and of dyverfe Lawes, and of dyver-. 
{e Beleeves that thei han; zit is there non of 
hem alle, but that thei han fum Refoun with 
in hem and undirftondynge, but zif it be the 


Monafterinm. L. 1,2, Moufter. F. 1,2. 


b Place. EE. 1,25 354: fewere : 


Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 379 


fewere: and that han certeyn Articles of oure 
Feithe and stime gode poyntes of oure Be- 
leeve: and that thei beleeven in God, that 
formede alle thinges and made the World; 
and clepen him God of Nature, aftre that the 
Prophete feythe, Az metuent eum omnes fines 
Terre: and alfo in another place, Omnes gen- 
tes fervient ez: that is to feyn, Alle folk 
fchalle ferven him. But zit thei cone not 
{peken perfytly; (for there is no man to 
techen hem) but only that thei cone devyfe 
be hire naturelle Wytt. For thei. han no 
knouleche of the Sone, ne of the Holy Goft: 
But thei cone alle fpeken of the Bible: and 
namely of Genefis, of the Prophetes Lawes, 
and of the Bokes of A/oyfes. And thei feyn 
wel, that the Creatures, that thei worfchipen, 
ne benno Goddes: but thei worfchipen hem, 
for the Vertue that is in hem, that may not 
be, but only be the grace of God. And of 
Simulacres and of Ydoles, thei feyn, that 
“there ben no folk, but that thei han Simula- 
cres: and that thei feyn, for we Criftene men 
han Ymages, as of oure Lady, and of othere 
Seyntes, that wee worfchipen; nohte the 
Ymages of Tree or of Ston, but the Seyntes, in 
whoos name thei ben made aftre. For righte 
as the Bokes of the Scripture of hem techen 
7 the 
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380 The! oiage-and Travaile of 
the Clerkes, how and in what manere thei 
{chulle beleeven, righte fo the Ymages and 
the Peyntynges techen the lewed folk to wor- 
{chipen the Seyntes, and to have hem in hire 
mynde; in whoos name that the Ymages ben 
made aftre. Thei feyn alfo, that. the,Aun- 
geles of God {peken to hem in tho Ydoles, 
and that thei don manye grete Myracles. 
And thei feyn Sothe, that. there is an. Aun- 
gele with in hem: for there ben 2 maner of 
Aungeles, a gode and an evelle; as the 
Grekes feyn, Cacho and Calo; this Cacho is 
the wykked Aungelle, and Ca/o is the gode 
Aungelle:. but the tother is not the gode 
Aungelle, but the wykked Aungelle, that is 
with inne the Ydoles, for to difceyven hem, 
and for to meyntenen hem in hire errour. 
There ben manye other dyverfe Contrees 
and manye other Marveyles bezonde, that I 
have not feen: wherfore cf hem I can not {peke 
propurly, to telle zou the manere of hem, 
And alfo in the Contrees where I have ben, 
ben manye dyverfitees of manye wondir fulle 
thinges, mo thanneI make mencioun of. For it 
were to longe thing to devyfe zou the manere. 
And therfore that that I have devifed zou of 
certeyn Contrees, that I have fpoken of be- 
fore, I befeche zoure worthi and_ excellent’ 


Nobleffe. 
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Sir John Maundevile, Kt. 381 
Nobleffe, that it fuffife to zou at this tyme. 
For zif that I devyfed zou alle that is bezonde 
the See, another man peraunter, that wolde 
peynen him and travaylle his Body for togo in 
to tho Marches, for to encerche tho Contrees, 
myghten ben blamed be my Wordes, in reher- 
cynge manye ftraunge thinges. For he mygh- 
ten not feye no thing of newe, in the whiche 
the hereres myghten haven outher folace or 
defport or luft or lykynge in the herynge. For 
men feyn alle weys, that newe thynges and 
newe tydynges ben plefant to here. Wherfore 
I wole holde me ftille, with outen ony more 
rehercyng of dyverfitcez or of marvaylles, 
that ben bezonde, to that entent and ende, 
that who fo wil gon in to the Contrees, he 
{challe fynde y nowe to fpeke of, that I have 
not touched of in no wyte. 

And zee {chulle undirftonde, zifit lyke zou, 
that-at myn Hom comynge, I cam to Rome, 
and {chewed my Lif to oure holy Fadir the 
Pope, and was affoylled of alle that lay in my 


_ Confcience, of many a dyverie grevous poynt: 


as men moften nedes, that ben in company, 
dwellyng amonges fo many a dyverfe folk of 
dyverle Secte and of Beleeve, as I have ben. 
And amonges alle, [ichewed hym this Trerys, 
chat. I had made aftre informacioun of men, 

that 
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382 The Voiage and Travaile of 
that knewen of thinges, that I had not fei 
my felf; and alfo of Marveyles and Cuftomes; 
that I hadde feen my felf; as fer as God wolde 
zeve me Grace: and befoughte his holy Fadir- 
hode, that my Boke myghten be examyned 
and corrected be avys of his wyfe and difcreet 
Confeille. And oure holy Fadir, of his fpe- 
cial grace, remytted my Boke to ben examyned 
and preved be the Avys of his feyd Confeille. 
Be the whiche, my Boke was preeved for 
trewe; in fo moche that thei {chewed’ me a 
Boke, that my Boke was examynde by, that 
comprehended fulle moche more, be an hun- 
dred part; be the whiche, the Mappa Mundi 
was made after. And fo my Boke (alle be it 
that many men ne lift not to zeve credence to 
no thing, but to that that thei feen with hire 
Eye, ne be the Auctour ne the perfone never 
{o trewe) is affermed and preved be oure holy 
Fadit, in maner and forme as I have feyd. 
And I Fobu Maundevylle Knyghte above- 
feyd, (alle thoughe I bé unworthi) that de- 
parted from oure Contrees and pafled the See, 
the Zeer of Grace 1322. that have pafled ma- 
my Londes and manye Yles and Contrees,; 
and cerched manye fulle ftraunge places, and 
have ben in many a fulle gode honourable Com- 


panye,and at many a faire Dede of Armes, (alle 
be 


Szv John Maundevile, Kt. 383 
be it that Idide none my felf, for myn unable 
infuffifance) now Iam comen Hom (maweree 
my felf) to refte: for Gowtes, Artetykes, that 
me difireynen, tho diffynen the ende of my 
labour, azenf{t my wille (God knowethe.) And 
thus takynge Solace in my wrecched refte, 
recordynge the tyme paffed, I have fuifilled 
theife thinges and putte hem wryten in this 
Boke, asit “wolde come in 'to my mynde, the 
Zeer of Grace 1356 in the 34 Zeer that I de- 
partede from oure Contrees. Wherfore I preye 
to alle the Rederes and Hereres of this Boke, 
zifit plefe hem, that thei wolde preyen to God 
for me: and I {challe preye for hem. And alle 
tho that-feyn for me a Pater nofler, with an 
J4ve Maria, that God forzeve me my Syn- 
nes, I make hem parteneres and graunte hem 
part of alle the gode Pilgrymages and of alle 
the gode Dedes, that I have don, zif ony be 
to his plefance: and noghte only of tho, but 
of alle that evere I fchalle do unto my lyfes 
ende. And I befeche Almyghty God, fro 
whoin alle Godenefle and Grace comethe fro, 
that he vouchefaf, .of his excellent Mercy and 
habundant Grace, to fulle fylle hire Soules 
with infpiracioun of the Holy Goft, in ma- 
kynge defence of alle hire goftly Enemyes 
here in Erthe, to hire Salvacioun, bothe of 
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384 The Vorage and Travaile of, &c. 
Body and Soule; to worfchipe and thankyngé 
of him, that is three and on, with outen be- 
eynnynge and withouten endynge; that is, 
with outen qualitee, good, and with outen 
quantytee, gret; that in alle places is prefent, _ 
and alle thinges conteynynge; the whiche 
that no soodnetle may amende, ne non evelle 
empeyre; that in perfeyte Trynytee lyvethe 
and regnethe God, be alle Worldes and be alle 
tymes. Amen, Amen, Amen. 
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The Frencu Manuscripts go 
on; as followeth. 


A Copie de la Lettre maunde ovefyue 
Coft Lftript, a tres noble Prince Mon- 
fiear Edward de Wyndefore, Roy de Engle- 
terre & de Fraunce, par Monfieur John de 
Maundeville Autour fuis dit. 
7 Principi excellentiffimo, pre cunctis morta- 
libus precipue venerando, Domino Edwardo; 
Divina Providentia, Prancorum. 8 Anglorim 
Regi fereniffimo, Hibernie Domino, Aqut- 
tanie Duci, Mari ac ejus Infulis occidentali- 
bus dominanti, eufamie & ornatui; univerfo- 
rumque Arma gerentium tutori, ac Probitatis 
& Strenuitatis exemplo ; Principi quoque in- 
victo, mirabilis Llexandri {equaci, ac univerfo 
Orbi tremendo; cum Reverentia, non qua 
decet, (cum ad ealent & tantam Reverentiam 
minus fufficientes extiterint) fed qua parvitas 
& poffibilitas. mittentis & offerentis fe exten- 
dunt; Contenta tradantur. 
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OssoLcete Worps. 


A. 


 Bayft, Ashamed 
Ademand, Loadftone 
Agafte, fright 


Alle only, Alone 
Allynges, Altogether 
Als, 4s 

Amyralles, Admirals 
Anne, Annas 
Aneyntes, Againft 
Apertly, Plainly 
Arbery, Trees 
Arrere, Raife 
Arwe, Arrow 
Askes, <Afhes 
Aflay, Prove 
Affoille, Loofe 

At, With 
Attempree, Temp orate 


Aveer, Having 
Aventure, Chance 
Augurynes, Fortune-tellers 
Avowe, Vow py 
Avowtrie, Adultery 
Autier, Altar 

Avys, Advice 

Azen, Agam 


B. 


Abewyne, Baboon 
Barette, Fraud 
Be, By 
Beclyppe, Curdle 
Behefte, Promife 
Behighte, Begueathe 
Behotynge, Promifing 
Bended, Bound 
Bettyalle, Carell 
Bethe, Be 
5 Betoke; 
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Betoke, Gave 
Boughte, Redeemed 
Bougiers, Bulgaria 
Boyt, Box 

Brace, Arm 
Brenne, Burn 
Bridde, Bird 
Bufcaylle, Bufhes 
But, Except 
Byggere, Buyer 


C. 


Alveren, Calves 

Careyne, Carcafs 
Catelle, Goods 
Cautele, 
Cawtele, crap 
Cefoun, Poffeffion 
Chamberere, Chambermaid 
Charge, Care 
Chefteynes, Cheftnuts 
Cheve, Rife 
Cheventeyn, Chieftain 
Claretee, Brightne/s 
Cleped, Called 
Colver, Dove 
Comaynz, Commons 
Compas, Carcle 
Connable, Convenient. 
Conne, Kuow 
Coft, Coaft 
Coftynge, Bordering 
Covenable, Convenient 
Culver, Dove 
Cumanc, Ten Thoufand. 
Cylours, Ceding 


D. 
Eane, Diana 


Defaute, Want 
Defende, Oblige, Forbid 
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Degrees, Steps, Generation 
Delyverly, Deliberately 
Demen, Fudge 
Departe, Divide 
Dere, Dare 
Dereworthe, Dear 
Defparple, Di/per/[e 
Defpenfer, Steward , 
Defport, Paftime 
Deftrere, A Horfe 
Deve, Deaf 

Deveer, Duty 
Deviled, Divided 
Difpytous, Spitefue 
Doel, Sorrow 
Doughty, Mighty 
Dure, Exdure 
Durethe, Reacheth 
Dyghte, Deckt 


E. 


FT, Afére 

Eftfones, Afterward 
Elde, Age 
Enleved, Inlaid 
Enoumbre, Overfhadow 
Enter, Bary 
Enumbre, Overfhadow 
Ere, Tall ' 
Efchewe, Avoid 
Fveriche, Every 
Ryen, Eyes 
Eyt, dir 
Eyren, Egges 
Eyfelle, Vinegar 


F. 


FX Adme, Fathom 
Fayrely, Lei/urely, 
Fedme, Fathom 
Felonous, Crueb. 
Cca Femynye,, 
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INDEX, 


Femynye, Women 
Fénd; Fiend : 
Fer, Far’ — 
Fere, Commons 
Fertre, Biere’ 
Fetten, Fetch 
Flee, Flea: 
Fleyghe, Flie, Fled 
Flom, River 
Fole, Fool - 
Forby, Thereby 
Forcelette, Fort 
Fordon, Undoe 
Forfete, Wrong 
Forfothe, Truly 
Forthinke, Repent 
Fofle, Ditch — : 
Fromward, Froward 
Frote, Rab 

Fyn, Fine 

Fynt, Findeth 


G. 


Ene, Genua 
Gentyles, Gezsry 
Gettes, Fefes 
Gildene, Gilded 
Gobettes, Pieces 
Grace, Favour 
Grave, Bury 
Gravely, Gravelly 
Grece, Step 
Gree, Favour 
Greu, Greek 
Guyfe, Fafhign 


H. 


g WAlf, and ve 

: Haliendel, P47 Has 
Han, Have 

Elede, Heed, Care, Head 


- 


Heer, Hair 

Hele, Health 

Helynge, Covering 

Hem, Them 

Herberyhgage, Entertainmens 
Herberwe, Entertain, Harboug 
Here, Their r 
Herethe, Hear ye 

Heved, Heed, 

Hed, Hede, } Head 
Hidrewards, Till now 
Hiere, Higher 

Hight, Was called 

Him, Himfelf 

Hire, Her, Their 

Holt, Holdeth 

Howfele, Communicate 
Hucche, rk 

Huyre, Hire 


I. 


Aneweys, Genoefe 
Inhabitable, Nor habitable 
junkes, Rufhes 
Joutes, Goards 


K, 


[7 Epe, Heed 
7 Knave, Male, Servant 
Kyndely, Natural th 


GC 


Y Argenefle, Breadsh 
Laften, Keep — 

Latyneres, That beak Latin 
Lawe, Religion | 
Leche, Valez * 
Leet, Suffer to be 
Leeven, Believe ' 
Leme, Limb 

: me Lemman; 


iN DcE 


Lemman, Sweet heart 
Lentone, Time of Lent 
Lette, Stop 

Lever, Rather 

Lewd, Lewe, The Laitie 
Leyte, Lightning 
Liche, Lzke 

Lodes man, Pélot 
Lyche, Lzke 
Lyggynge, Lying 
Lyrs, Lice 


M. 


Anace, Threaten 

Marches, Countries 
Marchethe, Soyneth 
Mareyes, Meres 
Mawgree, In /pight of 
Mawndee, Lajfé Supper 
Meddle, Mingle 
Mede, Reward 
Menoure, Minor 
Meridionale, ' Southern 
Mefelle, Leprous 
Meynee, Own People 
Mochel, Much 
Monke, Monkey 
Montance, Amount 
More, Bigger 
Morwe, Morrow 
Moutance, Masmtenance 
Mowe, May 
Mure, Wall 
Myne, Dig 
Myrour, Looking-Glafs 
Myrts, ‘Bogs 


N. 


IN es, Neverthele/s 
i “qa Nempne, Name 
Wefiche, Soft 


Neyghe, pproche 
Nobelyche, Nobly 
Noght, Not 
Nolde, Would not 
Not, Nought — 
Note, Nut 
Nys, Is not 


oO. 


O On, One 
9 Or, Ere 
Orfray, Overlay 
Over, Beyond 


Outtake, Excepe 
P. 


Aas, Paces 
Pathe, Pave 
Paument, Pavement 
Paynemes, Pagans 

Perauntes, Peraunter, Perhaps 
Pes, Peace 

Pefe, Pea 

Peyné, Take pains 
Pighte, Pitcht 
Plenerly, Fully 
Plefance, Liking 
Pleyn, Fall 
Pleyne, Complain 
Prevytee, Secres 
Purpre, Purple 
Pytousy Pityous 
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Athere, Lower 

Recchen, H/ffeem 
Reme, Rewme, Reali 
Remewen, Remove 
Rewme, Reme, Realm 
Reyne, Rais 
Rightefulle, Righteous 
ee Rightes 
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INDE X. 


Rightewifneffe, Righteoufne/s 
Roche, Rock 

Rofere, Rofe-Tree 

Rytt, Rides 


S. 


Alve, Salute 
Sarmoyz, Sarracene 
Saughe, Saw 
Scherethorfday, Shrove Thurf- 
day 
Schryve, Confe/s 
Scleyes, Sledges 
Scomfyte, Difcomft. 
Seche, Seek 
See, Sea, Seat 
Sege, Seat 
Seke, Sick 
Semblee, 4/fembly 
Sentement, Taf 


Septemtrionele, Northern 


Septemtryon, North 
Servage, Bondage 
Sewynge, Following 
Seyde, Told 

Seyn, Seen 

Sikerly, Securely 
Simulacres, Images 
Sithe, Sizce 

Sithes, Times 
Skylle, Reafow 
Slen, Slay 

Slowghe, Slew 
smytt, Sisketh 
Somdelle, Somewhat 
Sothe, Truth 
Sothefaftnefle, Truth 
Sowd, War 
Sowdan, Sultan 
Sown, Sound 
Specyalte, Rarity 


Spenden, E/ffeers 
Stank, Pool 
Stedes, Stages 
Steighe, A/cended 
Steré, Stir 

Stont, Standeth 
Stye, Afcend 
Sukkarke, Dainty 
Sweloghe, Breathing-hole 
Syde, Brym 
Syker, Secure 
Symulacres, Images 
Sythes, Times 
Sytt, Is fituate 


ies 


HAT, The, it 
Thenne, Thence 
Therf, Unleavened 
Thilke, That 
Tho, Thofe 


 Thralled, Inflaved 


Toke, Gave , 
Tranfmontayne Ster, Pole- 
Star 


Travayle, Trouble 


Travers, Streaks 

Trepafiable, That may be paf- 
fed over 

Trompe, Trumpet 

Trouble, Muddy 

Trowe, Believe 


Truffulle, Truth 
V. 


Acre, Vicar 
Verres, Glafs 
Vif, Live 
Viffage, Face 
Undernemen, Reprove 
“ -Unethe, 
x 


INDE X. 


Unethe , 
Unnet' e, Scarce 


Vowie, Vaalt 
Upon. Over 
Vyaui de, Victuals 
Vyne, Wine 


W. 


Anhope, Defpair 

Wawe, Wave 
Wedde, Pledge 
Wene, Imagin 
What, Whatever 
Withouten, Befides 
Whlcane, Volcano 
Wot, Know 
Wowe, Wall 
Wratthed, Provoked 
Wyndwe, Winnow 
Wyte, Know 
Wytethe, Know ye 


Y. 


Lke, Same 
Ynde, Indige 
Ynowe, Enough 


Z. 


AF, Gave 
Late, Gate 
“ee, Yee 
Zeer, Year 
Zelde, Yield 
Zelow, Yellow 
Zerde, Rod 
“Let, Yet 
Zeve, Give 
Zif, If 
Lifte, Gift 
ZLolde, Yield 
Zoman, Yeoman 
Zong, Young 
Lou, You 


FIN TI §. 


WS Re Se 


i am ncn ace eee 


eS SS 


st rine: ght ye y= 


a So SEE SIG i LER ER ed Lae Lan 


SSR SSS ae OE Em 


4 
i 
| 
i 
5 
i 
{ 
j 
4 
2 
H 
q 
»] 
: 
| 
} 
5 
i 
: 
i 
H 
i 
| 
2 
i 
j 
4 
a 
i 
{ 


act ai TEA ESOL LN ESSA AA AIMS NEON Att eal aaa ts aang lapis Ae ey ne mA 
: ’ 


AS nag At dig aint oe 
: ee a 


ER Eres 54 ier rade Re 


EEE AELI I A CEPR Ra, tn ESE Piatt SHES a 


SETTER ANI LSE STE RNS NE STH NE EA SA NT PSOE Srp Sta ch oS REI Men 


a as 


aE REAL AEE GS " . _ 


Wiese fee ey ESSE 35 Mi EI OLA ge atc te nN nA EAI AMER ERS GRE 


A RAST Sa RAN BARES AR NNN R TS RES TI DERE T A en A ES NEE ad ANT 


Ab 


z silane A cal 


i 
? 


Pa eg to RSL SARE SRR PERERA ER GARY D TLE PEEL ES ERSS NTRS 


ie peer RAS ES a it Bie oe EEE RIS Ree conn ots ore SIREN AIRE RHI 2S 


TS eee CHS a 2 en 


Fe SERS SESE EERO Sgt REISS eer Get OIRO ME RRNA NS ce ETNIES 


mPa 


ol 


lan Winstanley" ov 
Salisbury Bookbind. 


213 Devizes Rd. SP29 


